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Preface 


This dictionary provides the user with the main vocabulary currently 
being used in British and American law. The areas covered include 
criminal, civil, commercial and international law, as well as interactions 
with the police and legal advisers, and the procedures of the courts and 
prisons. Common words used in reading or writing reports, articles or 
guidelines are also included. 


The dictionary is designed for anyone who needs to check the meaning or 
pronunciation of legal terms, but especially for those who need some 
knowledge of legal terms in their work but who may not be legal 
professionals, or for those for whom English is an additional language. 
Each headword is explained in a clear, straightforward way. 
Pronunciations, uncommon plurals and uncommon verb forms are 
provided. 


Many people have helped or advised on the compilation and checking of 
the dictionary in its various editions. In particular, thanks are due to Coral 
Hill, Senior Lecturer at the College of Law of England and Wales, for her 
helpful comments and advice on this fourth edition. 


Pronunciation 


The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main 
words in the dictionary. 


Stress is indicated by a main stress mark (' ) and a secondary stress mark (, ). 
Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its 
position in the sentence. 


Vowels Consonants 

æ back b buck 

ar harm d dead 

D stop ð other 

al type d3 jump 

au how f fare 

alo hire g gold 

ava hour h head 

ahi course j yellow 

ol annoy k cab 

e head 1 leave 

eo fair m mix 

el make n nil 

eu go À] sing 

3I word p print 

i keep T rest 

1 happy s save 

ə about f shop 

I fit t take 

13 near tf change 
annual 0 theft 

ur pool v value 

U book w work 

ud tour x loch 

A shut 3 measure 

Z zone 


A 


A.B.A. abbreviation US American Bar 
Association 


abandon /a'bendon/ verb 1. to stop 
doing something o The company has de- 
cided to abandon the project. o We have 
abandoned the idea of taking the family 
to court. a to abandon an action to stop 
pursuing a legal action o to abandon a 
legal right or claim to accept that a right 
or claim cannot be legally enforced 2. to 
leave someone or something without 
help o He abandoned his family and 
went abroad. o The crew had to abandon 
the sinking ship. 


abandonment /o'bandonmont/ 
noun 1. the act of giving something up 
voluntarily such as the right to a property 
2. the act of giving up either the whole or 
part of a claim put forward during civil 
litigation 3. the act of a parent or guardi- 
an leaving a child on their own in cir- 
cumstances covered by the Children and 
Young Persons Act 1933 


abate /a'beit/ verb 1. to remove or stop 
a nuisance 2. to reduce a legacy 3. to be 
reduced 4. (of a legacy) to be reduced 
because there is not enough money in the 
estate to pay it in full 


abatement /a'beitmont/ noun 1. the 
legal right to remove or stop a nuisance 
once a reasonable period of notice has 
been given to the wrongdoer 2. the re- 
duction of a legacy when the deceased 
person has not left enough money to pay 
it in full 3. the reduction or removal of a 
debt when a person has failed to leave 
enough money to cover a legacy in full. ù 
tax abatement 


ABC abbreviation Acceptable Behav- 
iour Contract 


abduct /eb'dakt/ verb to take some- 
one away against their will, usually by 


force o The bank manager was abducted 
at gunpoint. o The robbers abducted the 
heiress and held her to ransom. 
COMMENT: The Child Abduction Act 
1984 provides for specific offences to 
cover the abduction of a child either by 
a person connected with the child or 
by other persons. Abduction of an 
adult may result in prosecutions for 
kidnapping and/or false imprisonment. 
abduction /zb'dakfan/ noun the no- 
tifiable offence of taking someone away 
against their will, usually by force 
abductor /eb'dakto/ noun a person 
who takes someone away against their 
will 
abeyance /ə'berəns/ noun 1. o in 
abeyance not being used or enforced at 
present o This law is in abeyance. o to 
fall into abeyance to stop being used or 
enforced o The practice was common but 
has fallen into abeyance. 2. a situation 
where there is no owner of a piece of 
land 
ABH abbreviation actual bodily harm 
abide by /a'bard bat/ verb to accept a 
rule or follow a custom o He promised to 
abide by the decision of the court. o She 
did not abide by the terms of the agree- 
ment. o to abide by a promise to carry 
out a promise that has been made 
ab initio /,b r'ntfiou/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘from the beginning’ 
abjuration /,zbdzus'rerf(9)n/ noun 
the act of taking back a statement made 
on oath 
abjure /əb'd3uə/ verb 1. to make a 
public promise not to do something 2. 
US to swear not to bear allegiance to an- 
other country 
abode /a'baud/ noun the place where 
someone lives. ù right of abode o of no 
fixed abode with no permanent address 


abolish 


abolish /a'bolif/ verb to cancel or re- 
move something such as a law or rule o 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer refused 
to ask Parliament to abolish the tax on 
alcohol. o The Senate voted to abolish 
the death penalty. 

abolition /,zbo'lif(a)n/ noun the act 
of abolishing something o campaigning 
for the abolition of the death penalty 
abortion /s'bo:f(9)n/ noun the ending 
of a pregnancy before its natural term 
(NOTE: Illegal abortion is a notifiable of- 
fence.) 

abrogate /‘zbrageit/ verb to end 
something such as a law or treaty 
abrogation /,æbrə'gerf(ə)n/ noun an 
act of ending something such as a law or 
treaty 

abscond /ab'skpond/ verb 1. to leave 
somewhere suddenly and without per- 
mission o He was charged with abscond- 
ing from lawful custody. 2. not to return 
to the court after being released on bail 3. 
to escape from prison 

absent /'æbsənt/ adjective not present 
when you expected to be at something 
such as a meeting or hearing, or your 
place of work 

absentee /,zbson'ti:/ noun a person 
who is not present at something such as 
court proceedings even though they are 
expected to be there 

absolute discharge /,æbsəlu:t 
‘dist fard3/ noun the release of a con- 
victed person without any punishment 
absolute majority /ebsolu:t mə 
'd3priti/ noun a majority over all the 
others counted together 

absolute monopoly /,zbsolu:t mo 
'‘nppoli/ noun a situation where only one 
producer or supplier produces or sup- 
plies something 

absolute privilege = /,xbsoalu:t 
‘privilid3/ noun a rule which protects a 
person from being sued for defamation 
in specific circumstances such as when a 
judge or lawyer makes a statement dur- 
ing judicial proceedings, or when an MP 
speaks in the House of Commons 
absolute right /,zbsalu:t 'rart/ noun 
in the European Convention on Human 
Rights, a right that under no circum- 
stances may legally be interfered with 


(NOTE: Examples are the freedoms of 
thought, conscience, and religion and 
the prohibitions on torture.) 


absolute title /bsoalu:t 'tart(ə)l/ 
noun land registered with the Land Reg- 
istry, where the owner has a guaranteed 
title to the land (NOTE: Absolute title also 
exists to leasehold land, giving the pro- 
prietor a guaranteed valid lease.) 


absolutism /‘absolu:,t1z(a)m/ noun 
the political theory that any legitimate 
government should have absolute power 


absolutist / æbsə'lu:tıst/ adjective 1. 
believing in absolutism 2. referring to a 
political system where the government 
has absolute power m noun a person who 
believes in absolutism 


abstain /ab'stem/ verb to refrain from 
doing something, especially voting 
abstention /sb'stenfon/ noun 1. the 
act of refraining from doing something, 
especially voting o The motion was car- 
ried by 200 votes to 150, with 60 absten- 
tions. 2. US a situation where a federal 
court may refuse to hear a case and pass- 
es it to a state court which then becomes 
competent to decide on the federal con- 
stitutional issues raised 


abstract /'æbstrækt/ noun a short 
summary of a report or document o to 
make an abstract of the deeds of a prop- 
erty m verb to make a summary 


abstract of title /ebstrekt ov 
'tart(9)l/ noun a summary of the details 
of the ownership of a property which has 
not been registered 


abuse noun /ə'bju:s/ 1. the use of 
something in a way in which it was not 
intended to be used 2. rude or insulting 
language o The prisoner shouted abuse 
at the judge. 3. very bad treatment of a 
person, usually physical or sexual o child 
abuse o sexual abuse of children 4. a 
harmful or illegal practice m verb /ə 
'bju:z/ 1. to use something wrongly o to 
abuse one’s authority to use authority 
in an illegal or harmful way 2. to say 
rude words about someone o He abused 
the police before being taken to the cells. 
3. to treat someone very badly, usually 
physically or sexually o He had abused 
small children. 


accomplice 


abuse of power /ə,bju:s əv 'pauo/ 
noun the use of legal powers in an illegal 
or harmful way 

abuse of process /9,bju:z ov prau 
'ses/ noun the use of a legal process 
without proper justification or for mali- 
cious reasons 

abut /a'bat/, abut on /a'bat pn/ verb 
(of a piece of land) to touch another 
property (NOTE: abutting — abutted) 


abuttal /o'bat(9)I/ noun the boundaries 
of a piece of land in relation to land that 
is adjoining 

ACAS /'etkzs/ abbreviation Advisory 
Conciliation and Arbitration Service 
ACC abbreviation Assistant Chief Con- 
stable 

acceptable /ak'septab(a)l/ adjective 
good enough to be accepted, although 
not particularly good o The offer is not 
acceptable to both parties. 
Acceptable Behaviour Contract 
/ak,septob(a)l br'heivja ,kontraekt/ 
noun a formal written agreement in writ- 
ten form made between an individual and 
either parent or guardian or another party 
that the individual will not act in an anti- 
social manner in future. Abbreviation 
ABC. » Antisocial Behaviour Order 
(NOTE: ABCs normally last for a period 
of 6 months.) 


acceptance /sk'septans/ noun 1. one 
of the main conditions of a contract, 
where one party agrees to what is pro- 
posed by the other party o acceptance of 
an offer an agreement to accept an offer 
and therefore to enter into a contract 2. 
the act of signing a bill of exchange to 
show that you agree to pay it 

acceptor /ak'septa/, accepter noun 
somebody who accepts an offer 
access /'ækses/ noun 1. the right of 
the owner of a piece of land to use a pub- 
lic road which is next to the land o He 
complained that he was being denied ac- 
cess to the main road. 2. 0 to have access 
to something to be able to obtain or 
reach something o to gain access to 
something to reach or to get hold of 
something o Access to the courts should 
be open to all citizens. o The burglar 
gained access through the window. 3. the 
right of a child to see a parent regularly, 


or of a parent or grandparent to see a 
child regularly, where the child is in the 
care of someone else 4. o right of access 
to a solicitor in the EU, the right of any- 
one who is in police custody to see a so- 
licitor in private to ask advice 


accession /sk'sef(a)n/ noun 1. the 
act of becoming a member of something 
by signing a formal agreement 2. the act 
of taking up an official position n acces- 
sion to the throne becoming King or 
Queen 


access order /,«kses 'o:da/ noun 
formerly, a court order allowing a parent 
to see a child where the child is in the 
care of someone else, such as the other 
parent in the case of a divorced couple 
(NOTE: Access orders have been re- 
placed by contact orders.) 


accessory /ok'sesori/ noun a person 
who helps or advises someone who com- 
mits a crime o accessory after the fact 
formerly, a person who helps a criminal 
after a crime had been committed o ac- 
cessory before the fact a person who 
helps a criminal before a crime is com- 
mitted 


accident /'æksıd(ə)nt/ noun some- 
thing unpleasant which happens sudden- 
ly, often as the result of a mistake, such 
as the crash of a vehicle or plane or other 
event resulting in injury or death or dam- 
age to something 


accidental /,zks1'dent(s)l/ adjective 
happening as an accident, or without be- 
ing planned o a case of accidental death 


accident insurance /,zksid(9)nt in 
'fuərəns/ noun insurance which pays 
money if an accident takes place 
accident policy /,eksid(a)nt 'polisi/ 
noun an insurance policy which pays 
money if an accident takes place 


accommodation /s,knomo'de1f(9)n/ 
noun a place to live or somewhere to stay 
for a short time (NOTE: In British English, 
accommodation has no plural.) 


accommodation address /9,kpmo 
'derf(ə)n 9,dres/ noun an address used 
for receiving messages that is not the ad- 
dress of the company’s offices 

accomplice /a'kamplis/ noun some- 
body who helps another to commit a 


accordance 


crime or who commits a crime with an- 
other person 


accordance /s'ko:d(0)ns/ noun o in 
accordance with in a way that agrees 
with something that has been suggested 
or decided o In accordance with your in- 
structions we have deposited the money 
in your current account. o I am submit- 
ting the claim for damages in accord- 
ance with the advice of our legal advis- 
ers. 


accord and satisfaction /9,ko:d ən 
seetis'feek fon/ noun 1. the payment by a 
debtor of a debt or part of a debt 2. the 
performing by a debtor of some act or 
service which is accepted by the creditor 
in full settlement, so that the debtor is no 
longer liable under the contract 
accordingly /a'ko:dimli/ adverb in 
agreement with what has been decided o 
We have received your letter and have al- 
tered the contract accordingly. 
according to /s'ks:din tu:/ preposi- 
tion 1. as someone says or writes o Ac- 
cording to the witness, the accused car- 
ried the body on the back seat of his car. 
o The payments were made according to 
the maintenance order. 2. in agreement 
with a rule or system 3. in relation to 


account /o'kaunt/ noun 1. a record of 
money paid or owed o please send me 
your account or a detailed or an itemised 
account a action for an account court 
action to establish how much money is 
owed by one party to another 2. an ar- 
rangement which a customer has with a 
shop or supplier to buy goods and pay for 
them at a later date, usually the end of the 
month 3. a customer who does a large 
amount of business with a firm and has a 
credit account with that firm 4. a notice 
or attention o to take account of the age 
of the accused, to take the accused’s 
age into account when passing sen- 
tence to pass a (lighter) sentence because 
the accused is very old or very young m 
plural noun accounts a detailed record 
of a company’s financial affairs m verb o 
to account for to explain and record a 
money deal o to account for a loss or a 
discrepancy 

accountability /3,kauntoa'biliti/ 
noun the fact of being responsible for 
something 


accountable /ə'kauntəb(ə)l/ adjec- 
tive being responsible for what takes 
place and needing to be able to explain 
why it has happened o Jf money is lost, 
the person at the cash desk is held ac- 
countable. o The group leader will be 
held accountable for the actions of the 
group. 

account of profit /a,kaunt ov 
‘profit/ noun in copyright law, an as- 
sessment showing how much profit has 
been made on the sales of goods which 
infringe a copyright or patent, because 
the plaintiff claims the profit made by the 
defendant 


accounts payable /a,kaunts 
‘perab(a)l/ noun money owed to credi- 
tors 


accounts receivable /s,kaunts rı 
'sitvab(a)l/ noun money owed by debt- 
ors 


accredited /s'kreditid/ adjective (of 
an agent) appointed by a company to act 
on its behalf (NOTE: A person is accred- 
ited to an organisation.) 


accusation /,ekju:'ze1f(a)n/ noun 
the act of saying that someone has com- 
mitted a crime 


accusatorial procedure la 
|kju:zotorriol pra'sizd3a/ noun a pro- 
cedure in countries using common law 
procedures, where the parties to a case 
have to find the evidence themselves. 
Compare inquisitorial procedure. » 
burden of proof 

accuse /o'kju:z/ verb 1. to say that 
someone has committed a crime o She 
was accused of stealing £25 from her 
boss. o He was accused of murder. o Of 
what has she been accused? or What has 
she been accused of? (NOTE: You accuse 
someone of a crime.) 2. to charge some- 
one with a crime 


accused /s'kju:zd/ noun o the ac- 
cused the person or persons charged 
with a crime o All the accused pleaded 
not guilty. o The police brought the ac- 
cused, a young man, into the court. 

acknowledge /ak'nvlid3/ verb 1. to 
accept that something is true 2. to admit 
that a debt is owing 3. to confirm that a 
letter has been received o to acknowl- 
edge service to confirm that a legal doc- 


actual loss 


ument such as a claim form has been re- 
ceived 


acknowledged and agreed /ak 
Molid3d on a'gri:d/ phrase words writ- 
ten on an agreement to show that it has 
been read and approved 


acknowledgement of service /ak 
Molid3mont əv 's3ivis/ noun a docu- 
ment whereby a defendant confirms that 
a claim form or other legal document has 
been received and that he or she intends 
to contest the claim 


acquiescence /,2kwi'es(9)ns/ noun 
consent which is either given directly or 
is implied (NOTE: There is a distinction 
between mere knowledge of a situation 
and positive consent to it. The latter is 
required in order to constitute acquies- 
cence.) 


acquit /a'k wit/ verb to set a person free 
because he or she has been found not 
guilty o He was acquitted of the crime. o 
The court acquitted two of the accused. 
(NOTE: acquitting — acquitted. Note 
also that you acquit someone of a 
crime.) 


acquittal /a'kwit(9)I/ noun the act of 
acquitting someone of a crime o After his 
acquittal he left the court smiling. 
COMMENT: There is no appeal against 
an acquittal, and a person who has 
been acquitted of a crime cannot be 
charged with the same crime again. 
act /ekt/ noun a statute which has been 
approved by a law-making body (NOTE: 
Before an Act becomes law, it is pre- 
sented to Parliament in the form of a 
Bill. See notes at bill.) 


acte clair /,ekt 'kleə/ noun (in the 
EU) French legal term meaning that a le- 
gal question is clear and there can be no 
doubt about it 


action /'ækfən/ noun 1. a proceeding 
heard in the civil court allowing an indi- 
vidual to pursue a legal right o action in 
personam a court case in which one par- 
ty claims that the other should do some 
act or should pay damages o action in 
rem a court case in which one party 
claims property or goods in the posses- 
sion of the other o action in tort a court 
case brought by a claimant who alleges 
he or she has suffered damage or harm 
caused by the defendant o to take legal 


action to begin a legal case, e.g. to in- 
struct a solicitor or to sue someone 2. 
something that is done, or the doing of 
something o action to prevent the infor- 
mation becoming public o to take action 
to do something o They should have tak- 
en immediate action to prevent a similar 
accident happening. 


actionable /'ækfənəb(ə)l/ adjective 
referring to writing, speech or an act 
which could provide the grounds for 
bringing a legal case against someone o 
torts which are actionable per se torts 
which are in themselves sufficient 
grounds for bringing an action without 
the need to prove that damage has been 
suffered 


actionable per se /,ækfənəb(ə)l ps: 
'sar/ adjective being in itself sufficient 
grounds for bringing an action 

active partner /,ktrv 'pa:tno/ noun 
a partner who works in a partnership 


activist /‘zktrvist/ noun a person who 
works actively for a political party, usu- 
ally a person who is in disagreement with 
the main policies of the party or whose 
views are more extreme than those of the 
mainstream of the party o The meeting 
was disrupted by an argument between 
the chairman and left-wing activists. © 
Party activists have urged the central 
committee to adopt a more radical ap- 
proach to the problems of unemploy- 
ment. 


act of God /,ækt əv 'god/ noun a nat- 
ural disaster which you do not expect to 
happen, and which cannot be avoided, 
e.g. a storm or a flood. ù force majeure 
(NOTE: Acts of God are usually not cov- 
ered by an insurance policy.) 


Act of Parliament /kt ov 
‘pa:lomont/ noun a decision which has 
been approved by Parliament and so be- 
comes law 


actual bodily harm /,æktfuəl 
‘bodili harm/ noun the offence of caus- 
ing injury to an individual by attacking 
them. The injury does not have to be se- 
rious or permanent but it must be more 
than just a scratch. Abbreviation ABH 


actual loss /,zktfual 'los/ noun real 
loss or damage which can be shown to 
have been suffered 


actual notice 


actual notice /,«ktfual 'noutis/ 
noun real knowledge which someone 
has of something 


actual possession /,«ktJuol po 
'zef(a)n/ noun the situation of occupy- 
ing and controlling land and buildings 


actual total loss /, zktfual 'təut(ə)l 
Ips/ noun a loss where the item insured 
has been destroyed or damaged beyond 
repair and can no longer be used for its 
intended purpose 

actual value /,ktfual 'vzelju:/ noun 
the real value of something if sold on the 
open market 


actuarial /,ektfu'eorial/ adjective 
calculated by an actuary o The premiums 
are worked out according to actuarial 
calculations. 


actuary /‘ekt fuori/ noun a person em- 
ployed by an insurance company to cal- 
culate premiums 


actus reus /,æktəs 'rerəs/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘guilty act’: an act 
which is forbidden by the criminal law, 
one of the two elements of a crime. Com- 
pare mens rea. ù crime 


addicted /a'diktid/ adjective unable 
to stop doing something o addicted to 
alcohol or drugs being unable to live 
without taking alcohol or drugs regularly 


address /o'dres/ noun 1. the details of 
number, street and town where an office 
is or where a person lives o address for 
service an address where court docu- 
ments such as pleadings can be sent to a 
party in a case 2. a formal speech o Jn his 
address to the meeting, the mayor spoke 
of the problems facing the town. o ad- 
dress of thanks a formal speech, thank- 
ing someone for doing something, e.g. 
thanking a VIP for opening a new build- 
ing, thanking the Queen for reading the 
Queen’s Speech m verb 1. to write the de- 
tails of an address on an envelope o an 
incorrectly addressed package 2. to 
speak to someone o The defendant asked 
permission to address the court. o The 
chairman addressed the meeting. 3. to 
speak about a particular issue o He then 
addressed the question of the late arrival 
of notification. 0 to address oneself to a 
problem to deal with a particular prob- 
lem o The government will have to ad- 


dress itself to problems of international 
trade. 


address list /a'dres lıst/ noun a list of 
names and addresses of people and com- 
panies 

adduce /a'dju:s/ verb to offer some- 
thing as a reason or proof o to adduce 
evidence to bring evidence before a 
court 

adeem /a'di:m/ verb to remove a lega- 
cy from a will because the item men- 
tioned no longer exists, e.g. in the case 
when the person who made the will sold 
the item before they died) 

ademption /o'dempf(a)n/ noun the 
act of removing a legacy from a will, be- 
cause the item concerned no longer ex- 
ists 

ad hoc /æd ‘hok/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘for this particular pur- 
pose’ o an ad hoc committee a commit- 
tee set up to study a particular problem. b 
standing 

ad idem /,zd ‘atdem/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘in agreement’ 
adjective law /‘zed3iktrv lo:/ noun an 
area of law which deals with practices 
and procedures in the courts 

adjoin /a'd3o1n/ verb (of a property) to 
touch another property o The developers 
acquired the old post office and two ad- 
joining properties. o The fire spread to 
the adjoining property. 

adjoining /a'd3oimin/ adjective next 
to and touching something else o adjoin- 
ing properties 

adjourn /9'd33:n/ verb 1. to stop a 
meeting for a period o to adjourn a meet- 
ing o The meeting adjourned at midday. 
a to adjourn sine die to adjourn without 
saying when the next meeting will be o 
The hearing was adjourned sine die. 2. 
to put off a legal hearing to a later date o 
The chairman adjourned the tribunal un- 
til three o’clock. o The appeal was ad- 
journed for affidavits to be obtained. 
adjournment /9'd33:nmont/ noun 1. 
an act of adjourning o The adjournment 
lasted two hours. o The defendant has 
applied for an adjournment. o adjourn- 
ment sine die adjournment without fix- 
ing a date for the next meeting (used in 
the US Congress to end a session) 2. the 


admissible 


period during which a meeting has been 
adjourned 

adjudicate /a'd3u:dikert/ verb to give 
a judgment between two parties in law o 
to adjudicate a claim o to adjudicate in a 
dispute o Magistrates may be paid ex- 
penses when adjudicating. o he was ad- 
judicated bankrupt he was declared le- 
gally bankrupt 

adjudication /a,d3urdi'kerf(a)n/ 
noun the act of giving a judgment or of 
deciding a legal problem 
adjudication order /ə,d3u:d1 
'kerf(ə)n ,o1da/ noun an order by a 
court making someone bankrupt 
adjudication tribunal /9,d3u:d1 
'kerf(a)n trar,bju:n(ə)l/ noun a group 
which adjudicates in industrial disputes 
adjudicator /o'd3u:dikerto/ noun 
somebody who gives a decision on a 
problem o an adjudicator in an industri- 
al dispute 

adjust /o'd3ast/ verb to change some- 
thing to fit new conditions, especially to 
calculate and settle an insurance claim 
adjuster /a'd3asto/, adjustor noun 
somebody who calculates losses for an 
insurance company 

adjustment /s'd3astmont/ noun 1. 
an act of adjusting 2. a slight change 
adjustor /o'd3asto/ noun same as ad- 
juster 

ad litem /,d ‘li:tom/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘referring to the case at 
law’ 

administer /əd'mınıstə/ verb 1. to be 
responsible for providing, organising or 
managing something o to administer 
justice to provide justice o to adminis- 
ter an oath to make someone swear an 
oath 2. to give someone a medicine, drug 
or medical treatment o She was accused 
of administering a poison to the old lady. 
administration /ad,mimu1'stretf(a)n/ 
noun the organisation, control or man- 
agement of something such as of the af- 
fairs of someone who has died, e.g. pay- 
ment of liabilities, collection of assets or 
distributing property to the rightful peo- 
ple shown in the will o the administra- 
tion of justice providing justice 
administration bond /əd,mını 
'strerf(a)n bond/ noun an oath sworn 


by an administrator that he or she will 
pay the state twice the value of the estate 
being administered, if it is not adminis- 
tered in accordance with the law 
administration order /əd,mını 
'strerf(a)n ,o:da/ noun an order by a 
court, appointing someone to administer 
the estate of someone who is not able to 
meet the obligations of a court order 


administrative /od'mmistrativ/ ad- 
jective referring to administration 


administrative law /ad'ministrativ 
lo:/ noun law relating to how govern- 
ment organisations affect the lives and 
property of individuals 
administrative tribunal /əd 
sministrativ trar'bju:n(a)l/ noun a tri- 
bunal which decides in cases where gov- 
ernment regulations affect and harm the 
lives and property of individuals 
administrator /od'ministreito/ noun 
1. somebody who arranges the work of 
other employees in a business so that the 
business functions well 2. a person ap- 
pointed by a court to represent a person 
who has died without making a will or 
without naming executors, and who is 
recognised in law as able to manage the 
estate 


administratrix /əd'mınıstrətrıks/ 
noun a woman appointed by a court to 
administer the estate of a person who has 
died 

Admiralty /'ædm(ə)rəlti/ noun the 
British government office which is in 
charge of the Navy 

Admiralty Court /‘2dm(a)ralti ko:t/ 
noun a court, part of the Queen’s Bench 
Division, which decides in disputes in- 
volving ships 

Admiralty law /‘edm(a)ralti lo:w/ 
noun law relating to ships and sailors, 
and actions at sea 


admissibility /əd,mısə'bılıti/ noun 
the fact of being admissible o The court 
will decide on the admissibility of the ev- 
idence. 


admissible /əd'mısəb(ə)l/ adjective 
referring to evidence which a court will 
allow to be used o The documents were 
not considered relevant to the case and 
were therefore not admissible. 


admission 


admission /ad'm1J(9)n/ noun 1. per- 
mission for someone to go in o free ad- 
mission on Sundays o There is a £1 ad- 
mission charge. o Admission is free on 
presentation of this card. 2. making a 
statement that you agree that some facts 
are correct, saying that something really 
happened 3. (in civil cases) a statement 
by a defendant that a claim or part of a 
claim by the claimant is true o When a 
party has made an admission in writing, 
the other party can apply for judgment 
on that admission. 


admission charge /əd'mıf(ə)n 
tfa:d3/ noun the price to be paid before 
going into an exhibition, etc. 


admit /ad'mit/ verb 1. to allow some- 
one to go in o Children are not admitted 
to the bank. o Old age pensioners are ad- 
mitted at half price. 2. to allow someone 
to practise as a solicitor o She was admit- 
ted in 1989. 3. to allow evidence to be 
used in court o The court agreed to admit 
the photographs as evidence. 4. to agree 
that an allegation is correct o She admit- 
ted having stolen the car. o He admitted 
to being in the house when the murder 
took place. (NOTE: admitted — admit- 
ting. Note also that you admit to some- 
thing, or admit having done some- 
thing.) 5. to say that something really 
happened o He admitted his mistake or 
his liability. 

adopt /a'dppt/ verb 1. to become the 
legal parent of a child who was born to 
other parents 2. to accept something so 
that it becomes law o to adopt a resolu- 
tion o The proposals were adopted unan- 
imously. 


adoption /a'dppfan/ noun 1. the act of 
becoming the legal parent of a child 
which is not your own 2. the act of agree- 
ing to something so that it becomes legal 
o He moved the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 


adoption order /ə,dopfən 'o:do/ 
noun an order by a court which legally 
transfers the rights of the natural parents 
to the adoptive parents 


adoption proceedings /ə,dopfən 
pro'si:dinz/ plural noun court action to 
adopt someone 


adoptive /a'dpptiv/ adjective result- 
ing from the process of adoption, or from 
choice o his adoptive country 
adoptive child /a'doptiv tfarld/ 
noun a child who has been adopted 
adoptive parent /o,dpptrv 'peərənt/ 
noun a person who has adopted a child. 
Compare biological parent (NOTE: If a 
child’s parents divorce, or if one parent 
dies, the child may be adopted by a 
step-father or step-mother.) 

ADR noun same as alternative dis- 
pute resolution 

adult /‘edalt, a'dalt/ noun a person 
who is eighteen years old or older 
adulteration /ə,daltə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 
the addition of material to food for sale, 
which makes it dangerous to eat or drink 
adulterous /o'dalt(o)ras/ adjective 
referring to adultery o He had an adul- 
terous relationship with Miss X. 
adultery /a'dalt(a)ri/ noun sexual in- 
tercourse by consent between a married 
person and someone of the opposite sex 
who is not that person’s spouse o His 
wife accused him of committing adultery 
with Miss X. 

ad valorem / zd va'lo:ram/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘according to val- 
ue’ 

ad valorem duty /ed vo'lo:ram 
,dju:ti/ noun a tax calculated according 
to the value of the goods taxed 
advance /od'vains/ noun no in ad- 
vance before something happens o to 
pay in advance o freight payable in ad- 
vance m adjective early o advance book- 
ing o advance payment o You must give 
seven days’ advance notice of withdraw- 
als from the account. 

advancement /od'va:nsmont/ noun 
money or goods given by a parent to a 
child which the child would inherit in 
any case if the parent died 

advantage /ad'vaintid3/ noun some- 
thing useful which may help you to be 
successful o to learn something to your 
advantage to hear news which is helpful 
to you, especially to hear that you have 
been left a legacy o obtaining a pecuni- 
ary advantage by deception the offence 
of deceiving someone so as to derive a fi- 
nancial benefit 


Advocate General 


adversarial /,dva:'seorial/ adjec- 
tive based on people opposing each other 
adversarial procedure /,edvs:: 
seriol 'pplitiks/ noun same as accu- 
satorial procedure 

adversary /‘zdvas(a)ri/ noun an op- 
ponent in a court case m adjective o ad- 
versary procedure same as accusato- 
rial procedure 

adverse /'ædv3:s/ adjective contrary, 
which goes against one party 

adverse outcome /,eedva3is 
‘autkam/ noun a result which was unex- 
pected and unwanted 

adverse party /,ædvs:s 'pa:ti/ noun 
the opponent in a court case 

adverse possession /,«dv3:s po 
'zeJ(a)n/ noun an occupation of proper- 
ty by squatters or others that is contrary 
to the rights of the real owner 

adverse witness /,«dvs3:s 'witnos/ 
noun a witness called by one party in a 
court case whose evidence goes unex- 
pectedly against that party. Such a wit- 
ness can then be cross-examined as if the 
evidence were being given for the other 
party in the case. 

advert /'ædv3:t/ verb to refer to o This 
case was not adverted to in Smith v. 
Jones Machines Ltd. 

advice /ad'vats/ noun an opinion as to 
what action should be taken o as per ad- 
vice according to what is written on an 
advice note o counsel’s advice the opin- 
ion of a barrister about a case o we sent 
the documents to the police on the advice 
of the solicitor or we took the solicitor’s 
advice and sent the documents to the po- 
lice n to take legal advice to ask a law- 
yer to advise about a problem in law 
advice note /ad'vais navt/ noun a 
written notice to a customer giving de- 
tails of goods ordered and shipped but 
not yet delivered 

advise /ad'vaiz/ verb 1. to give a pro- 
fessional legal opinion on something 
such as the strengths and weaknesses of 
a case 2. to suggest to someone what 
should be done o We are advised to take 
the shipping company to court. o The so- 
licitor advised us to send the documents 
to the police. o to advise against some- 
thing to suggest that something should 


not be done o The bank manager advised 
against closing the account. o Our law- 
yers have advised against suing the land- 
lord. 

advisement /ad'vaizmoant/ noun n to 
take something under advisement to 
consider something in order to make a 
judgment 

adviser /od'vaizo/, advisor noun 
somebody who suggests what should be 
done o He is consulting the company’s 
legal adviser. 

advisory /ad'vaiz(a)ri/ adjective as an 
adviser o She is acting in an advisory ca- 
pacity. 

advisory board /od'vaiz(a)ri ,bo:d/ 
noun a group of advisers 

Advisory Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration Service /od,vaiz(s)ri kən 
Stli,erf(a)n an ,arbi,trerf(o)n 's3:vis/ 
noun a government body which assists in 
furthering industrial relations and set- 
tling industrial and employment dis- 
putes. Abbreviation ACAS 

advocacy /'ædvəkəsi/ noun 1. the 
skill of pleading a case orally before a 
court o his advocacy of the right of these 
illegal immigrants to remain in the coun- 
try 2. support for a cause 

advocate noun /a'bju:s/ 1. a person, 
usually a barrister or solicitor, with right 
of audience (i.e. the right to speak in 
open court) as the representative of a par- 
ty in a case o Fast track trial costs in- 
clude the cost of a party’s advocate in 
preparing the case and appearing in 
court. (NOTE: Solicitors who take addi- 
tional exams may qualify as solicitor- 
advocates and have the same rights of 
audience as barristers.) 2. US a legal 
practitioner 3. a barrister or solicitor who 
may argue a case for their client during 
legal proceedings. Both barristers and 
solicitors can acquire rights of audience 
(i.e. the right to speak in open court), but 
a solicitor’s right of audience is limited 
to the magistrates and county courts. m 
verb /‘zdvokeit/ to suggest a course of 
action 

Advocate General /,edvoakot 
'dzen(a)ral/ noun 1. one of the two Law 
Officers for Scotland (NOTE: The posi- 
tion of the Advocates General is equal 
to that of the fifteen judges in the Euro- 


advowson 


pean Court of Justice; their role is to 
give careful advice on legal matters.) 2. 
one of eight independent members form- 
ing part of the European Court of Justice 
together with 15 judges, who summaris- 
es and presents a case to the judges to as- 
sist them in coming to a decision (NOTE: 
The plural is Advocates General.) 
advowson /əd'vauz(ə)n/ noun the 
right to nominate a person to be a parish 
priest 

affair /a'fea/ noun 1. something which 
is relevant to one person or group of peo- 
ple only o Are you involved in the copy- 
right affair? o It’s an affair for the po- 
lice. 2. a sexual relationship where one 
party or both parties are married to some- 
one else o to have an affair with some- 
one to commit adultery m plural noun af- 
fairs situations or activities relating to 
public or private life o His affairs were so 
difficult to understand that the lawyers 
had to ask accountants for advice. 
affidavit /,ft'dervit/ noun a written 
statement which is signed and sworn be- 
fore a solicitor, judge, JP, commissioner 
for oaths or other official and which can 
then be used as evidence in court hear- 
ings 

affiliation order /s,fili'e1f(a)n ,o:do/ 
noun formerly, a court order which made 
the father of an illegitimate child contrib- 
ute towards the cost of the child’s up- 
bringing (NOTE: It is now replaced by 
the provisions of the Family Law Re- 
form Act 1987.) 

affiliation proceedings /a,fili 
‘elf(a)n pro,sitdinz/ plural noun for- 
merly, the proceedings needed to order 
the father of an illegitimate child to pro- 
vide for the child’s maintenance (NOTE: 
They are now replaced by the provi- 
sions in the Family Law Reform Act 
1987.) 

affirm /o'f3:m/ verb 1. to state that you 
will tell the truth, though without swear- 
ing an oath 2. to confirm that something 
is correct 

affirmation /,fa'metf(9)n/ noun 1. a 
statement in court that you will tell the 
truth, though without swearing an oath 
(NOTE: It is similar to an affidavit, but is 
not sworn on oath.) 2. a written state- 
ment which is affirmed as true by the 


person making it 3. a statement by an MP 
of his or her allegiance to the Queen 
when not wishing to take the Oath of Al- 
legiance on religious or other grounds 


affirmative action  /o,fs:motiv 
'ækfən/ noun US a policy of positive 
discrimination to help groups in society 
who have a disadvantage (NOTE: The 
British equivalent is equal opportuni- 
ty.) 

affirmative easement /9,f3:motiv 
'iızmənt/ noun US an easement where 
the servient owner allows the dominant 
owner to do something 


affix /a'ftks/ verb to attach something 
such as a signature to a document 


affray /a'fre1/ noun the offence of in- 

tentionally acting in a threatening way 

towards someone in public 
COMMENT: A person is guilty of affray if 
he uses or threatens to use unlawful 
violence towards another, and his con- 
duct is such that a reasonable person 
who happened to be present might 
fear for his safety. 

AFO abbreviation assault on a federal 

officer 


aforementioned /a'fo:menfand/ ad- 
jective having been mentioned earlier o 
the aforementioned company 


aforesaid /s'fo:sed/ adjective said 
earlier o as aforesaid as was stated earli- 
er 

aforethought /a'fo:00:t/ adjective o 
with malice aforethought with the in- 
tention of committing a crime, especially 
murder 


a fortiori /e1 ,fo:ti's:ral/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘for a stronger rea- 
son’ o If the witness was present at the 
scene of the crime, then a fortiori he must 
have heard the shot. 

after the event /,a:fto doa 1'vent/ ad- 
jective n after the event insurance pol- 
icy a policy to cover the recovery of costs 
in case of failure in a case where a condi- 
tional fee arrangement is applied 

age /e1d3/ noun the number of years 
someone has lived. ù age of consent, 
age of criminal responsibility 

age discrimination /‘e1d3 diskrimr 
neif(a)n/ noun US the unfair treatment 
of people because of their age 
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aiding and abetting 


age limit /‘e1d3 ,limit/ noun the top 
age at which you are permitted to do 
something 

agency /'erd3ənsi/ noun 1. an ar- 
rangement where one person or company 
acts on behalf of another person in con- 
tractual matters o They signed an agency 
agreement or an agency contract. 2. the 
office or job of representing another 
company in an area 3. a branch of gov- 
ernment o the Atomic Energy Agency oa 
counter-intelligence agency 

agent /‘e1d3zont/ noun 1. somebody 
who represents a company or another 
person in matters relating to contracts 2. 
the person in charge of an agency o ad- 
vertising agent o estate agent o travel 
agent 3. somebody who works for a gov- 
ernment agency, especially in secret 
agent provocateur /,3pn pro 
,voko'ts:r/ noun a person who provokes 
others to commit a crime, often by taking 
part in it personally, in order to find out 
who is not reliable or in order to have his 
or her victim arrested 

age of consent /,e1d3 ov kon'sent/ 
noun the age at which a girl can legally 
consent to sexual intercourse. The age of 
consent is 16. 

age of criminal responsibility 
/,e1d3 ov ,krimin(9)l r1,sponsi'biliti/ 
noun the age at which a person is consid- 
ered to be capable of committing a crime 
aggravated /'ægrəvertıd/ adjective 
made worse 

aggravated assault /,egraveitid ə 
'splt/ noun assault causing serious inju- 
ry or carried out in connection with an- 
other serious crime 

aggravated burglary /,groveitid 
'bsiglori/ noun burglary where guns or 
other offensive weapons are carried or 
used 

aggravated damages / zgroveitid 
‘deemid31z/_ plural noun damages 
awarded by a court against a defendant 
who has behaved maliciously or wilfully 
aggravating circumstances 
/,egroveitin 'ssıikəmstænsız/ noun 
circumstances which make a crime 
worse 

aggravation /,gra'verf(o)n/ noun 
an action, especially the carrying of a 


weapon, which makes a crime more seri- 
ous 

aggrieved /9'gri:vd/ adjective injured 
or harmed by the actions of a defendant 
o the aggrieved party 

AGM abbreviation Annual General 
Meeting 


agree /9'gri:/ verb 1. to approve or ac- 
cept something o The figures were 
agreed between the two parties. o Terms 
of the contract are still to be agreed. 2. o 
to agree to do something to say that you 
will do something o to agree with some- 
one to say that your opinions are the 
same as someone else’s o to agree with 
something to be the same as something 
else o The witness’ statement does not 
agree with that of the accused. 

agreed /a'gri:d/ adjective having been 
accepted by everyone o an agreed 
amount o on agreed terms or on terms 
which have been agreed upon 

agreed price /s,gri:d 'prats/ noun the 
price which has been accepted by both 
the buyer and seller 

agreement /a'gri:mont/ noun 1. a 
contract between two people or groups 
where one party makes an offer, and the 
other party accepts it o written agree- 
ment o unwritten or oral agreement o to 
break an agreement o to reach an agree- 
ment or to come to an agreement on pric- 
es or salaries o an international agree- 
ment on trade o collective wage agree- 
ment o an agency agreement o a 
marketing agreement ù gentleman’s 
agreement o agreement in principle 
agreement with the basic conditions of a 
proposal 2. a document setting out the 
contractual terms agreed between two 
parties, o to witness an agreement o to 
draw up or to draft an agreement o Both 
companies signed the agreement. 

aid /e1d/ noun help o to pray in aid to 
rely on something when pleading a case 
o I pray in aid the Statute of Frauds in 
support of the defendant’s case m verb to 
help o to aid and abet to help and en- 
courage someone to commit a crime 
aiding and abetting /,e1din ond ə 
'betin/ noun the act of helping and en- 
couraging someone to commit a crime 
such as driving a car to help a criminal 
escape from the scene of a crime or keep- 


air rage 


ing watch while a crime is committed. » 
accessory 

air rage /'eə re1d3/ noun a violent at- 
tack by a passenger on a member of the 
crew of an aircraft, caused by drink, 
tiredness or annoyance at something 

a. k. a. abbreviation also known as 

al. » et al. 

aleatory /,zli'ettori/ adjective 1. not 
certain 2. carrying a risk 

aleatory contract /æliertəri 
‘kontrekt/ noun an agreement such as a 
wager where what is done by one party 
depends on something happening which 
is not certain to happen 

alia » et al., inter alia 

alias /'etlias/ noun a name which you 
use to hide your real name o The confi- 
dence trickster used several aliases. m 
adverb using the name of o John Smith, 
alias Reginald Jones 

alibi /‘zltbat/ noun a plea that a person 
charged with a crime was somewhere 
else when the crime was committed 
alien /‘etlian/ noun a person who is not 
a citizen of a country (NOTE: In the UK, 
an alien is a person who is not a UK cit- 
izen, not a citizen of a Commonwealth 
country and not a citizen of the Repub- 
lic of Ireland.) 

alien absconder /,erlion ob'skpndo/ 
noun an illegal foreign visitor to the 
United States who has been told to leave 
the country but has not done so 
alienation /,erlio'ne1f(9)n/ noun the 
transfer of property, usually land, to 
someone else 

alienation of affection 
/etlionetf(a)n əv a'fekfan/ noun US 
the loss of affection by one of the part- 
ners in a marriage for the other 

alieni juris /e1li enar 'd3u:rts/ phrase 
a Latin phrase meaning ‘of another’s 
right’: a person such as a minor who has 
a right under the authority of a guardian. 
Compare sui generis 

alimony /'ælıməni/ noun the money 
that a court orders a husband to pay reg- 
ularly to his separated or divorced wife 
(NOTE: It can occasionally be applied to 
a wife who is ordered to support her di- 
vorced husband.) o alimony pending 
suit, alimony pendente lite money paid 


by a husband to his wife while their di- 
vorce case is being prepared. ù palimony 
allegation /,zla'geif(a)n/ noun a 
statement, usually given in evidence, that 
something has happened or is true 


allege /a'led3/ verb to state, usually in 
giving evidence, that something has hap- 
pened or is true o The prosecution al- 
leged that the accused was in the house 
when the crime was committed. 


allegiance /9'li:d3(9)ns/ noun obedi- 
ence to the State or the Crown. » oath of 
allegiance 


All England Law Reports /:1 
plond 'lo: r1,ports/ plural noun reports 
of cases in the higher courts. Abbrevia- 
tion All E.R. 


allocate /'ælə,kert/ verb to share 
something between several people, or 
decide officially how something is to be 
divided between different possibilities o 
to allocate a case to a track (of a court) 
to decide which track a case should fol- 
low o The court may allocate a case to a 
track of a higher financial value. 


allocation /,zlo'ke1f(9)n/ noun 1. the 
division of a sum of money in various 
ways o allocation of funds to research 
into crime 2. the act of deciding which of 
three systems of processing (small 
claims, fast track or multi-track) a case 
should follow, depending on the mone- 
tary value of the claim o The allocation 
of a case to a particular track has impli- 
cations for the speed with which the case 
will be processed. 

allocation hearing /,ælə'kerf(ə)n 
shiari/ noun a court hearing to consider 
statements from the parties to a case and 
decide which system of processing 
(small claims, fast track or multi-track) a 
case should follow when an allocation 
questionnaire has not been submitted 


allocation questionnaire /,zlo 
'kerf(a)n ,kwest fəneə/ noun a form to 
be filled in by each party to a claim, to 
give the court enough information to al- 
low it to allocate the case to one of three 
systems of processing (small claims, fast 
track or multi-track) 

allocatur /,zloker'tuta/ phrase a Lat- 
in word meaning ‘it is allowed’: a court 
document confirming the amount of 


amends 


costs to be paid by one party to another 
after a court action 


allocution /,zlo'kju:f(a)n/ noun USa 
request by the judge to a person who has 
been found guilty, asking if they wants to 
say anything on their own behalf before 
sentence is passed 


allow /a'lav/ verb 1. to say that some- 
one can do something o The law does not 
allow you to drive on the wrong side of 
the road. o Begging is not allowed in the 
station. o Visitors are not allowed into 
the prisoners’ cells. 2. to give someone 
time or a privilege o The court adjourned 
to allow the prosecution time to find the 
missing witness. o You are allowed thirty 
days to pay the fine. 3. to approve or ac- 
cept something legally o to allow a claim 
or an appeal 4. o allow for to consider 
something when making a decision 
about something else o In coming to our 
conclusion, we allowed for his poor 
knowledge of the language. 

allowable /s'lauab(s)I/ adjective le- 
gally accepted 


allowable expenses /ə,lauəb(ə)l 1k 
‘spensiz/ plural noun expenses which 
can be claimed against tax 

all-points bulletin /,9:1  'pozints 
jbulotin/ noun an urgent message 
broadcast to all police in an area 


alteram /'s:ltorom/ » audi alteram 
partem 


alteration /,o:lta're1f(o)n/ noun a 
change made to a legal document such as 
a will, which usually has the effect of 
making it invalid 

alternative /o:I'ts:nativ/ noun some- 
thing which takes the place of something 
else o They argued that they had offered 
a similar car as an alternative. o plead- 
ing in the alternative, alternative 
pleading US the practice of making two 
or more pleadings which are mutually 
exclusive. ù service by an alternative 
method m adjective able to take the 
place of something else o an alternative 
solution to the problem 

alternative dispute resolution /s:1 
,taimotiv di'spju:t rezalu:f(e)n/ noun 
any of various methods which can be 
used to settle a dispute without going to 
trial. Abbreviation ADR 


ambassador /æm'bæsədə/ noun 
somebody who is the highest level of 
diplomat representing his or her country 
in another country o our ambassador in 
France o She is the wife of the Spanish 
Ambassador. o The government has re- 
called its ambassador for consultations. 
ambassadorial /,zembzso'do:riol/ 
adjective referring to an ambassador 
ambassadress /em'besodres/ 
noun an ambassador’s wife 
Amber alert /æmbə ə'ls:t/ noun a 
system of bulletins issued by police to 
the media, and in the USA sometimes 
also on electronic road signs, seeking in- 
formation leading to the rapid return of a 
kidnapped child 
ambiguity /,embi'gjurtti/ noun 1. 
the fact of being unclear because it can 
be understood in different ways 2. some- 
thing which is unclear because it can be 
understood in different ways. ù latent 
ambiguity 
ambiguous /em'bigjuos/ adjective 
meaning two or more things and there- 
fore possibly misleading o The wording 
of the clause is ambiguous and needs 
clarification. 
ambulatory /,embju'lert(a)ri/ adjec- 
tive (of a will) only taking effect after the 
death of the person who made it 
COMMENT: Writing a will does not bind 
you to do what you say you are going 
to do in it. If in your will you leave your 
car to your son, and then sell the car 
before you die, your son has no claim 
on the will for the value of the car. 
amend /a'mend/ verb to change some- 
thing o Please amend your copy of the 
contract accordingly. 
amendment /o'men(d)mont/ noun 1. 
a change made in a document o to pro- 
pose an amendment to the draft agree- 
ment o to make amendments to a con- 
tract 2. a change made to a statement of 
case, which in civil law can be done be- 
fore the details of a claim are served 3. a 
change proposed to a Bill which is being 
discussed in Parliament 
amends /a'mendz/ plural noun o to 
make amends to do something to com- 
pensate for damage or harm done o offer 
of amends an offer by a libeller to write 
an apology 


American Bar Association 


American Bar Association /ə 
‚merkan 'ba: a,sausierf(a)n/ noun US 
an association of lawyers practising in 
the USA. Abbreviation ABA 

amicus curiae /o,matkes 'kjuoriat/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘friend of 
the court’: a lawyer who does not repre- 
sent a party in a case but who is called 
upon to address the court to help clear up 
a difficult legal point or to explain some- 
thing which is in the public interest 


amnesty /'æmnəsti/ noun a pardon, 
often for political crimes, given to sever- 
al people at the same time m verb to grant 
convicted persons a pardon o They were 
amnestied by the president. 


anarchic /s'na:kik/, anarchical /ə 
‘narkikl/ adjective with no law or order 
o the anarchic state of the country dis- 
tricts after the coup 


anarchism /'ænəkız(ə)m/ noun the 
belief that there should be no govern- 
ment or control of people by the state 


anarchist /'ænəkıst/ noun somebody 
who believes in anarchism 
COMMENT: Anarchism flourished in the 
latter part of the 19th and early part of 
the 20th century. Anarchists believe 
that there should be no government, 
no army, no civil service, no courts, no 
laws, and that people should be free to 
live without anyone to rule them. 
anarchy /'ænəki/ noun absence of law 
and order, because a government has lost 
control or because there is no govern- 
ment o When the president was assassi- 
nated, the country fell into anarchy. 


ancestor /'ænsestə/ noun a person 
living many years ago from whom some- 
one is descended 5 common ancestor a 
person from whom two or more people 
are descended o Mr Smith and the Queen 
have a common ancestor in King 
Charles II 

ancient lights /,emnfont 'larts/ plural 
noun a claim by the owner of a property 
that he or she has the right to enjoy light 
in his windows and not have it blocked 
by a neighbour’s buildings 

ancillary /zn'stlori/ adjective giving 
help or support 

ancillary relief /en,stlori rī'li:f/ 
noun financial provision or adjustment 


of property rights ordered by a court for 
a spouse or child in divorce proceedings 


animus /'ænıməs/ noun intention 


animus cancellandi = /,entmos 
|keensal'eendai/ noun the intention to 
cancel 


animus furandi /enimoes fjuə 
'rændar/ noun the intention to steal 


animus manendi /,entmos men 
'nendar/ noun the intention to stay in a 
place 


animus revocandi /,zenimos revo 
'keendat/ noun the intention to revoke a 
will 
COMMENT: With all these terms, when 
the phrase is ‘with the intention of’, an- 
imo is used: e.g. animo revocandi 
‘with the intention of revoking a will’. 
annexation /,enek'se1f(9)n/ noun 
the act of annexing a territory 


annexe, annex noun a document add- 
ed or attached to a contract m verb 1. to 
attach a document to something 2. to 
take possession of a territory which be- 
longs to another state and attach it to 
your country, so taking full sovereignty 
over the territory o The island was an- 
nexed by the neighbouring republic. o 
The war was caused by a dispute over 
the annexing of a strip of land. 


annual /'ænjuəl/ adjective for one year 
o on an annual basis each year 


Annual General Meeting /,znjuol 
,dzen(a)ral 'mi:ti/ noun a meeting of 
the shareholders of a company which 
takes place once a year to approve the ac- 
counts. Abbreviation AGM 

annually /'ænjuəli/ adverb each year 
o The figures are revised annually. 
annual return /,zenjual r1't3:n/ noun 
a form to be completed by each company 
once a year, giving details of the direc- 
tors and the financial state of the compa- 
ny: 

annuitant /o'njustont/ noun some- 
body who receives an annuity 

annuity /a'njurtti/ noun money paid 
each year to a person, usually as the re- 
sult of an investment o to buy or to take 
out an annuity o He has a government 
annuity or an annuity from the govern- 
ment. 


any other business 


annul /s'nal/ verb 1. to stop something 
having any legal effect o The contract 
was annulled by the court. 2. to declare 
that something never existed or that 
something never had legal effect o Their 
marriage has been annulled. (NOTE: [all 
senses] annulling — annulled) 


annullable /ə'naləb(ə)l/ adjective 
able to be cancelled 


annulling /a'naltn/ adjective cancel- 
ling o annulling clause m noun the act of 
cancelling o the annulling of a contract 


annulment /a'nalmont/ noun the act 
of cancelling 


annulment of adjudication /ə 
nalmont ov 9,d3urdi'kerf(a)n/ noun 
the cancelling of an order making some- 
one bankrupt 


annulment of marriage /s,nalmont 
ov 'merid3/ noun the act of ending a 
marriage by saying that it was never val- 
id 

annum /'znom/» per annum 


answer /‘a:nso/ noun 1. a spoken or 
written reply o my letter got no answer or 
there was no answer to my letter o Iam 
writing in answer to your letter of Octo- 
ber 6th. o I tried to phone his office but 
there was no answer. 2. a formal reply to 
an allegation made in court, especially a 
defence made by a respondent to a di- 
vorce petition m verb 1. to speak or write 
after someone has spoken or written to 
you o to answer a letter to write a letter 
in reply to a letter which you have re- 
ceived o to answer the telephone to lift 
the telephone when it rings and listen to 
what the caller is saying 2. to reply for- 
mally to an allegation made in court o to 
answer charges to plead guilty or not 
guilty to a charge o the judge ruled 
there was no case to answer the judge 
ruled that the prosecution or the claimant 
had not shown that the accused or the de- 
fendant had done anything wrong 


answerable /'a:ns(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adjec- 
tive being responsible for one’s actions 
and having to explain why actions have 
been taken o He is answerable to the Po- 
lice Commissioner for the conduct of the 
officers in his force. o She refused to be 
held answerable for the consequences of 
the police committee’s decision. (NOTE: 


You are answerable to someone for an 
action.) 


ante /'ænti/ Latin adverb meaning 
‘which has taken place earlier’ or ‘be- 
fore’ 


antecedents /,zent1'si:d(a)nts/ plural 
noun details of the background of a con- 
victed person given to a court before sen- 
tence is passed 


antedate /,enti'deit/ verb to put an 
earlier date on a document o The invoice 
was antedated to January Ist. 


anti- /enti/ prefix against o an anti- 
drug campaign o the anti-terrorist squad 
anticipatory /en'tistpot(o)ri/ adjec- 
tive done before it is due 

anticipatory breach /en 
\tisipat(a)ri 'bri:t f/ noun a refusal by a 
party to a contract to perform his or her 
obligations under the contract at a time 
before they were due to be performed 


antisocial behaviour /,zntisouS(a)1 
bi'hervjo/ noun bad or unpleasant be- 
haviour in public 


Antisocial Behaviour Order 
/ æntisəuf(ə)l bi'hervja ,o:da/ noun an 
order that can be applied for by the police 
against any individual over the age of 10 
years old who is causing someone dis- 
tress, harm or harassment, in order to re- 
strict their behaviour. Abbreviation AS- 
BO. » Acceptable Behaviour Con- 
tract (NOTE: ASBOs are a provision of 
the Crime and Disorder Act 1998.) 


anti-trust /,enti 'trast/ adjective at- 
tacking monopolies and encouraging 
competition o anti-trust laws or legisla- 
tion 

Anton Piller order /enton 'pilor 
,orda/ noun in a civil case, an order by a 
court allowing a party to inspect and re- 
move a defendant’s documents, especial- 
ly where the defendant might destroy ev- 
idence (NOTE: So called after the case 
of Anton Piller K.G. v. Manufacturing 
Processes Ltd. Since the introduction 
of the new Civil Procedure Rules in 
April 1999, this term has been replaced 
by search order.) 


any other business /,eni ,ado 
‘biznis/ noun an item at the end of an 
agenda, where any matter not already on 


apology 


the agenda can be raised. Abbreviation 
AOB 


apology /ə'ppləd3i/ noun a defence 
made to an action of defamation where 
the defendant argues that the offending 
statement was either made innocently or 
unintentionally (NOTE: Even if an apolo- 
gy is not accepted, the offer in itself will 
always be capable of reducing the 
amount of compensation awarded to 
the plaintiff.) 


a posteriori /,c1 ppsteri's:ri/ phrase 
a Latin phrase meaning ‘from what has 
been concluded afterwards’ o a posteri- 
ori argument an argument based on ob- 
servation 


apparent /a'pzront/ adjective easily 
visible, or obvious o apparent defect a 
defect which can be easily seen 


appeal /a'pi:l/ noun 1. the act of asking 
a higher court to change a decision of a 
lower court o the appeal from the court 
order or the appeal against the planning 
decision will be heard next month o He 
lost his appeal for damages against the 
company. o to win a case on appeal to 
lose a case in the first court, but to have 
the decision changed by an appeal court 
o appeal against conviction the act of 
asking a higher court to change the deci- 
sion of a lower court that a person is 
guilty o appeal against sentence the act 
of asking a higher court to reduce a sen- 
tence imposed by a lower court 2. the act 
of asking a government department to 
change a decision m verb to ask a govern- 
ment department to change its decision 
or a high law court to change a sentence 
o The company appealed against the de- 
cision of the planning officers. o He has 
appealed to the Supreme Court. (NOTE: 
You appeal to a court or against a de- 
cision, an appeal is heard and either al- 
lowed or dismissed.) 


Appeal Court /ə'pi:l ko:t/ noun » 
Court of Appeal 


appear /ə'prə/ verb 1. to seem o The 
witness appeared to have difficulty in re- 
membering what had happened. 2. (of a 
party in a case) to come to court 3. (of a 
barrister or solicitor) to come to court to 
represent a client o Mr A. Clark QC is 
appearing on behalf of the defendant. 


appearance /s'piorans/ noun the act 
of coming to court to defend or prosecute 
a case o to enter an appearance to reg- 
ister with a court that a defendant intends 
to defend an action 


appellant /a'pelant/ noun a person 
who goes to a higher court to ask it to 
change a decision or a sentence imposed 
by a lower court 


appellate /a'pelot/ adjective referring 
to appeal 


appellate committee /ə'pelət ko 
‘miti/ noun the upper house of the Brit- 
ish Parliament, which is responsible for 
analysing legislation and hearing cases 
which have been referred to it by lower 
courts 


appellate court /a'pelat ko:t/ noun» 
Court of Appeal 


appellate jurisdiction /ə,pelət 
,dzuoris'dik f(a)n/ noun the power of a 
judge to hear appeals from a previous de- 
cision made by a lower court o If the ECJ 
tries to decide if a national court’s deci- 
sion to refer a case to it is correct, then 
the ECJ is exercising a form of appellate 
jurisdiction. 


appendix /o'pendiks/ noun an addi- 
tional piece of text at the end of a docu- 
ment o The markets covered by the agen- 
cy agreement are listed in the Appendix. 
o See Appendix B for the clear-up rates 
of notifiable offences. (NOTE: The plural 
is appendices.) 


applicant /'‘zplikont/ noun 1. some- 
body who applies for something o an ap- 
plicant for a job or a job applicant o 
There were thousands of applicants for 
shares in the new company. 2. somebody 
who applies for a court order 


application / zpli'ke1f(9)n/ noun 1. 
the act or process of asking for some- 
thing, usually in writing o application 
for shares o shares payable on applica- 
tion o application for a job or job appli- 
cation 2. the act of asking the Court to 
make an order o His application for an 
injunction was refused. © Solicitors act- 
ing for the wife made an application for 
a maintenance order. 

COMMENT: Applications can now be 

dealt with by telephone (a ‘telephone 

hearing’); urgent applications can be 


appurtenances 


made without making an application 
notice. 


application form /,epli'kerf(o)n 
form/ noun a form to be filled in when 
applying o to fill in an application form 
for a job or a job application form 


application notice /,plrikerf(o)n 
;neutis/ noun a document by which an 
applicant applies for a court order. The 
notice must state what type of order is 
being sought and the reasons for seeking 
it. (NOTE: The phrase applications 
made without notice being served 
on the other party is now used instead 
of ex parte applications.) 


apply /a'plat/ verb 1. to ask for some- 
thing, usually in writing o to apply for a 
job o to apply for shares o to apply in 
writing © to apply in person o My client 
wishes to apply for Legal Aid. o He ap- 
plied for judicial review or for compen- 
sation or for an adjournment. o to apply 
to the Court to ask the court to make an 
order o he applied to the Court for an in- 
junction 2. to affect or be relevant to 
something or someone o This clause ap- 
plies only to deals outside the EU. o The 
legal precedent applies to cases where 
the parents of the child are divorced. 


appoint /ə'pornt/ verb to choose 
someone for a job o to appoint James 
Smith to the post of manager o The gov- 
ernment has appointed a QC to head the 
inquiry. o The court appointed a receiv- 
er. (NOTE: You appoint a person to a job 
or to do a job.) 


appointee /apoin'ti:/ noun somebody 
who is appointed to a job 


appointment /s'pointmont/ noun 1. 
an arrangement to meet someone o to 
make or to fix an appointment for two 
o'clock o to make an appointment with 
someone for two o’clock o He was late 
for his appointment. o She had to cancel 
her appointment. 2. the act of appointing 
someone or being appointed to a job o on 
his appointment as magistrate when he 
was made a magistrate 3. a job o legal 
appointments vacant list in a newspa- 
per of legal jobs which are vacant 


appointments book /s'pointmonts 
buk/ noun a desk diary in which ap- 
pointments are noted 


apportion /a'po:f(9)n/ verb to share 
out something such as property, rights or 
liabilities in appropriate proportions o 
Costs are apportioned according to 
planned revenue. 


apportionment = /a'po:f(a)nmont/ 
noun the act of sharing out such as prop- 
erty, rights or liabilities in appropriate 
proportions 

appraise /s'preiz/ verb to make an es- 
timate of the value of something 


appraiser /a'preiza/ noun somebody 
who appraises something 

apprehend / epri'hend/ verb 
(formal) 1. to understand o I apprehend 
that you say your client has a reference. 
2. to arrest and take into police custody o 
The suspect was apprehended at the 
scene of the crime. 

apprehension /,epri'henf(a)n/ 
noun the act of arresting someone 
(formal) 


appropriate adjective /a'prouprist/ 
suitable for a particular purpose o Is a 
fine an appropriate punishment for sex 
offences? m verb /a'praupriett/ 1. to 
take control of something illegally 2. to 
take something for a particular use, e.g. 
taking funds from an estate to pay lega- 
cies to beneficiaries 

appropriation /ə,prəupri'erf(ə)n/ 
noun the allocation of money for a par- 
ticular purpose such as distributing parts 
of an estate to beneficiaries 

approval /a'pru:v(a)I/ noun 1. permis- 
sion to do something given by someone 
with authority o to submit a budget for 
approval 2. o on approval a sale where 
the buyer pays for goods only if they are 
satisfactory 

approve /s'pru:v/ verb to agree to 
something officially o to approve the 
terms of a contract o The proposal was 
approved by the board. o The motion was 
approved by the committee. o to approve 
of to think something is good 
approved school /a'pru:vd sku:l/ 
noun formerly, a school for young delin- 
quents 

appurtenances /s'ps:rtinonsiz/ plu- 
ral noun land or buildings attached to or 
belonging to a property 


appurtenant 


appurtenant /a'ps:rtinont/ adjective 
relevant to 

a priori /,e1 prat's:ri/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘from the first’: using 
logic and reason to draw conclusions 
from what is already known o a priori 
argument reasoning based on ideas or 
assumptions, not on real examples 
arbitrate /‘a:bitreit/ verb (usually 
used in building, shipping or employ- 
ment disputes) to settle a dispute be- 
tween parties by referring it to an arbitra- 
tor instead of going to court o to arbi- 
trate in a dispute 

arbitration /,a:br'trerf(a)n/ noun the 
settling of a dispute by an outside person 
or persons agreed on by both sides o to 
submit a dispute to arbitration o to refer 
a question to arbitration o to take a dis- 
pute to arbitration o to go to arbitration 
arbitration agreement = /,a:br 
'trerf(ə)n 9,grizmont/ noun an agree- 
ment by two parties to submit a dispute 
to arbitration 

arbitration award /,a:br'tre1f(o)n ə 
,word/ noun a ruling given by an arbitra- 
tor 


arbitration board /,a:br'treif(o)n 
bord/ noun a group which arbitrates 
arbitration clause /,a:bi'trerf(o)n 
klo:z/ noun a written term in a contract, 
usually a commercial contracts, requir- 
ing anyone who is party to the contract to 
agree to refer any contractual disputes to 
arbitration 

arbitrator /‘a:bitreita/ noun a person 
not concerned with a dispute who is cho- 
sen by both sides to try to settle it o an in- 
dustrial arbitrator o to accept or to reject 
the arbitrator’s ruling 

argue /'a:gju:/ verb 1. to discuss 
something about which there is disagree- 
ment o They argued over or about the 
price. o Counsel spent hours arguing 
about the precise meaning of the clause. 
2. to give reasons for something o Pros- 
ecuting counsel argued that the accused 
should be given exemplary sentences. o 
The police solicitor argued against 
granting bail. (NOTE: You argue with 
someone about or over something.) 
argument /‘a:gjumont/ noun 1. the 
discussion of something without agree- 


ment o They got into an argument with 
the judge over the relevance of the docu- 
ments to the case. o He sacked his solic- 
itor after an argument over costs. 2. a 
speech giving reasons for something o 
The judge found the defence arguments 
difficult to follow. o Counsel presented 
the argument for the prosecution. o The 
Court of Appeal was concerned that the 
judge at first instance had delivered 
judgment without proper argument. 
(NOTE: can be used without the) 

arise /a'raiz/ verb to happen as a result 
of something o The situation has arisen 
because neither party is capable of pay- 
ing the costs of the case. o The problem 
arises from the difficulty in understand- 
ing the regulations. 

armed neutrality /a:md nju: 
'træləti/ noun the condition of a country 
which is neutral during a war, but main- 
tains armed forces to defend itself 
armourer /'a:mərə/ noun a criminal 
who supplies guns to other criminals 
(slang) 

arm’s length /,a:mz 'len@/ noun o at 
arm’s length not closely connected o to 
deal with someone at arm’s length to 
deal as if there were no connection be- 
tween the parties, e.g. when a company 
buys a service from one of its own sub- 
sidiaries o The directors were required to 
deal with the receiver at arm’s length. 
arraign /ə'rern/ verb to make an ac- 
cused person appear in the court and read 
the indictment to him or her 
arraignment /a'remmont/ noun the 
act of reading of an indictment to the ac- 
cused and hearing his or her plea 
arrangement /s'reind3mont/ noun 
1. a way in which something is organised 
o The company secretary is making all 
the arrangements for the AGM. 2. the 
settling of a financial dispute, especially 
by proposing a plan for repaying credi- 
tors o to come to an arrangement with 
the creditors 

arrears /o'r1az/ plural noun money 
which has not been paid at the time when 
it was due o to allow the payments to fall 
into arrears n in arrears owing money 
which should have been paid earlier o 
The payments are six months in arrears. 
o He is six weeks in arrears with his rent. 


ASBO 


arrest /a'rest/ noun an act of taking 
and keeping someone in custody legally, 
so that he or she can be questioned and 
perhaps charged with a crime o a war- 
rant is out for his arrest a magistrate 
has signed a warrant, giving the police 
the power to arrest someone for a crime 
o under arrest kept and held by the po- 
lice o Six of the gang are in the police 
station under arrest. m verb 1. to hold 
someone legally so as to keep him or her 
in custody and charge them with a crime 
o Two of the strikers were arrested. o The 
constable stopped the car and arrested 
the driver. 2. to seize a ship or its cargo 
3. to stop something from continuing 


arrestable offence /a,restobl ə 
'fens/ noun a crime for which someone 
can be arrested without a warrant, usual- 
ly an offence which carries a penalty of 
at least five years’ imprisonment 


arrest of judgment /a,rest ov 
'dgad3zmont/ noun a situation where a 
judgment is held back because there ap- 
pears to be an error in the documentation 


arrest warrant/9,rest 'woront/ noun 
a warrant signed by a magistrate which 
gives the police the power to arrest some- 
one for a crime. ò citizen’s arrest 
COMMENT: Any citizen may arrest a 
person who is committing a serious of- 
fence, though members of the police 
force have wider powers, in particular 
the power to arrest persons on suspi- 
cion of a serious crime or in cases 
where an arrest warrant has been 
granted. Generally a policeman is not 
entitled to arrest someone without a 
warrant if the person does not know or 
is not told the reason for his arrest. 
arson /‘a:s(a)n/ noun the notifiable of- 
fence of setting fire to a building o He 
was charged with arson. o During the 
riot there were ten cases of looting and 
two of arson. o The police who are inves- 
tigating the fire suspect arson. n an ar- 
son attack on a house setting fire to a 
house 
arsonist /‘a:s(a)nist/ noun somebody 
who commits arson 
article /‘a:t1k(a)I/ noun 1. a product or 
thing for sale o a black market in import- 
ed articles of clothing 2. a section of a le- 
gal agreement o See article 8 of the con- 
tract. 3. n articles of association, arti- 


cles of incorporation US document 
which regulates the way in which a com- 
pany’s affairs are managed 4. o to serve 
articles to work as an articled clerk in a 
solicitor’s office 

Article 81 /,a:trk(o)I ,erti 'wan/ noun 
a provision contained in the Treaty of 
Rome designed to prevent agreements 
that aim to or effectively restrict, prevent 
or manipulate competition in the Euro- 
pean Union (NOTE: Formerly known as 
Article 85.) 


Article 82 /,a:tik(o)l ‚erti 'tu:/ noun a 
provision contained in the Treaty of 
Rome designed to prevent businesses 
abusing their position of dominance 
within the European Union 


articled clerk /,a:trk(a)ld_ 'kla:k/ 
noun formerly, a trainee who is bound by 
a contract to work in a solicitor’s office 
for some years to learn the law (NOTE: 
Now called trainee solicitor.) 


articles /‘a:trk(9)lz/ noun formerly, 
the period during which someone is 
working in a solicitor’s office to learn the 
law (NOTE: Now called traineeship.) 


articles of association /,a:tik(a)lz 
av 9,sousi'erf(a)n/ noun a document 
which regulates the way in which a com- 
pany’s affairs such as the appointment of 
directors or rights of shareholders are 
managed. Also called articles of incor- 
poration 


articles of impeachment 
/,a:tik(a)lz av ım'pi:tfmənt/ noun US 
a statement of the grounds on which a 
public official is to be impeached 


articles of incorporation 
/,a:tik(a)lz ov in,ko:pa'retf(a)n/ noun 
same as articles of association 
articles of partnership /,a:trk(o)Iz 
av 'pa:tnosip/ noun a document which 
sets up the legal conditions of a partner- 
ship o She is a director appointed under 
the articles of the company. o This proce- 
dure is not allowed under the articles of 
association of the company. 

artificial person = /,a:tifrf(o)l 
'p31s(9)n/ noun a body such as a compa- 
ny which is regarded as a person in law 


ASBO abbreviation Antisocial Behav- 
iour Order 


ascendant 


ascendant /a'sendont/ noun the par- 
ent or grandparent of a person (NOTE: 
The opposite, the children or grandchil- 
dren of a person, are descendants.) 


ask /a:sk/ verb 1. to put a question to 
someone o Prosecuting counsel asked 
the accused to explain why the can of 
petrol was in his car. 2. to tell someone 
to do something o The police officers 
asked the marchers to go home. o She 
asked her secretary to fetch a file from 
the managing director’s office. o The 
customs officials asked him to open his 
case. o The judge asked the witness to 
write the name on a piece of paper. 3. o 
to ask for something to say that you 
want or need something o He asked for 
the file on 1992 debtors. o Counsel asked 
for more time to consult with his col- 
leagues. o There is a man on the phone 
asking for Mr Smith. o to ask for bail to 
be granted to ask a court to allow a pris- 
oner to be remanded on bail 


assassin /s'szsin/ noun someone 
who murders a well-known person 


assassinate /s'sesineit/ verb to 
murder a well-known person 


assassination /9,sesi'ne1f(o)n/ 
noun the murder of a well-known person 


assault /a'so:lt/ verb the crime or tort 
of acting in such a way that someone is 
afraid he or she will be attacked and hurt 
o She was assaulted by two muggers. ù 
battery m noun the offence of acting in- 
tentionally to make someone afraid that 
they will be attacked and hurt o He was 
sent to prison for assault. o The number 
of cases of assault or the number of as- 
saults on policemen is increasing. (NOTE: 
As a crime or tort, assault has no plural. 
When it has a plural it means ‘cases of 
assault’.) 
COMMENT: Assault should be distin- 
guished from battery, in that assault is 
the threat of violence, whereas battery 
is actual violence. However, because 
the two are so closely connected, the 
term ‘assault’ is frequently used as a 
general term for violence to a person. 
‘Aggravated assault’ is assault caus- 
ing serious injury or carried out in con- 
nection with another serious crime. 
The term ‘common assault’ is fre- 
quently used for any assault which is 
not an aggravated assault. 


assaulter /9'so:lta/ noun 1. a member 
of a police hostage rescue team 2. some- 
one who attacks another person physical- 
ly or verbally in a violent way 


assay /'æser, ə'ser/ noun a test of a 
precious metal such as gold or silver to 
see if it is of the right quality 


assay mark /'zse1 ma:k/ noun a 
mark put on gold or silver items to show 
that the metal is of correct quality. Also 
called hallmark 


assemble /ə'semb(ə)l/ verb 1. to 
come together or to gather o The crowd 
assembled in front of the police station. 
2. to put something together from vari- 
ous parts o The police are still assem- 
bling all the evidence. 


assembly /a'sembli/ noun the action 
of people meeting together in a group. ù 
freedom of assembly, unlawful as- 
sembly 


assemblyman /a'sembliman/ noun a 
member of an assembly 


Assembly of the European Com- 
munity /o,sembli ov 0a ,jusrapion kə 
'mjuimiti/ noun the European Parlia- 
ment 


assent /o'sent/ noun 1. agreement to 
or approval of something 2. notification 
by a personal representative that part of 
an estate is not needed for the adminis- 
tration of the estate and can be passed to 
the beneficiary named in the will (NOTE: 
The assent can be given verbally or in 
writing and applies to personal property 
and real estate.) m verb to agree to 
something o The executor assented to the 
vesting of the property to the beneficiary. 
assent procedure /a,sent pro 
'sitd30/ noun a procedure by which the 
approval of the European Parliament is 
necessary before legislation can be put 
into law 


assess /9'ses/ verb to calculate the 
value of something, especially for tax or 
insurance purposes o to assess damages 
at £1,000 o to assess a property for the 
purposes of insurance 

assessment /o'sesmont/ noun a cal- 
culation of value o assessment of damag- 
es o assessment of property o tax assess- 
ment 
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assured shorthold tenancy 


assessment of costs /ə,sesmənt 
av 'kpsts/ noun an assessment of the 
costs of a legal action by the costs judge 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has replaced taxation of costs.) 
assessor /ə'sesə/ noun an expert who 
helps the court when a case requires spe- 
cialised technical knowledge 

asset /'æset/ noun something which 
belongs to company or person and which 
has a specific value o He has an excess of 
assets over liabilities. o Her assets are 
only £640 as against liabilities of 
£24,000. 

asset value /,zset 'velju:/ noun the 
value of a company calculated by adding 
together all its assets 

assign /ə'sarn/ verb 1. to give or trans- 
fer something o to assign a right to 
someone o to assign shares to someone o 
to assign a debt to someone 2. to give 
someone a piece of work to do o He was 
assigned the job of checking the numbers 
of stolen cars. o Three detectives have 
been assigned to the case. m noun same 
as assignee 


assignee /,zsat'ni:/ noun somebody 
who receives something which has been 
assigned 

assignment /s'satnmont/ noun 1. the 
legal transfer of a property or of a right o 
assignment of a patent or of a copyright 
o assignment of a lease 2. a document by 
which something is assigned 3. a partic- 
ular task to be completed o We have put 
six constables on that particular assign- 
ment. 

assignor /,zsat'no:/ noun somebody 
who assigns something to someone 
assigns /ə'sarnz/ plural noun people 
to whom property has been assigned o 
his heirs and assigns people who have 
inherited property and have had it trans- 
ferred to them 

assist /a'sist/ verb to help o The ac- 
cused had to be assisted into the dock. o 
She has been assisting us with our in- 
quiries. 

Assistant Chief Constable /ə 
sist(a)nt tfirf 'kanstəb(ə)l/ noun a 
rank in the police force below Chief 
Constable 


assisted person /9,sistid 'p3:s(a)n/ 
noun somebody who is receiving Legal 
Aid 

Assizes, Assize Courts plural noun 
formerly, the Crown Court 

associate /o'sousiert/ adjective 
joined together with something m noun 
somebody who works in the same busi- 
ness as someone o In his testimony he 
named six associates. m verb to mix with 
or to meet people o she associated with 
criminals she was frequently in the com- 
pany of criminals 

associate company /ə,səusiət 
'kamp(a)ni/ noun a company which is 
partly owned or controlled by another 
associated /a'sousiertid/ adjective 
joined to or controlled by o Smith Ltd 
and its associated company, Jones 
Brothers. 

associate director /s,sousist dar 
'rekto/ noun a director who attends 
board meetings, but does not have the 
full powers of a director 

associated person /9,sousiertid 
'p3is(9)n/ noun a concept widened by 
the Family Law Act 1996, allowing any 
person who falls under this category the 
right to apply for a protection order. ġ 
non-molestation order, occupation 
order 

Associate Justice /ə,səusiət 
'‘dzastis/ noun US a member of the Su- 
preme Court who is not the Chief Justice 
associate of the Crown Office /a 
,sousielt av ğı kraun 'pfis/ noun an of- 
ficial who is responsible for the clerical 
and administrative work of a court 
association /a,sousi'e1f(9)n/ noun 1. 
a group of people or of companies with 
the same interest o trade association o 
employers’ association 2. (in prison) the 
time when prisoners can move about and 
meet other prisoners 

assure /9'fua/ verb to have an agree- 
ment with an insurance company that in 
return for regular payment, the company 
will pay compensation for injury or loss 
of life o the assured the person whose 
interests are assured, who is entitled to 
the benefit in an insurance policy 
assured shorthold tenancy /o 
fuod ,forthould 'tenonsi/ noun a ten- 


assured tenancy 


ancy allowing a landlord to bypass the 
usual grounds for regaining possession 
of an assured tenancy. The Housing Act 
1996 states that from the 28th February 
1997, a landlord will no longer be re- 
quired to give notice to the tenant and as 
of this date all new tenancies will auto- 
matically be classified as assured short- 
hold tenancies unless otherwise speci- 
fied in the contract. 


assured tenancy /ə,fuəd 'tenonsi/ 
noun in England and Wales, a lease un- 
der the Housing Act 1988 that gives a 
tenant limited security of tenure and al- 
lows a landlord a specific means of ter- 
minating a lease 


assurer /ə'fuərə/, assuror noun a 
company which provides insurance 
COMMENT: assure and assurance are 
used in Britain for insurance policies 
relating to something which will cer- 
tainly happen (such as death or the 
end of a given period of time); for other 
types of policy use insure and insur- 
ance. 
asylum /oa'satlom/ noun refuge in a 
country granted to a person who is sub- 
ject to extradition by a foreign govern- 
ment o to ask for political asylum to ask 
to be allowed to remain in a foreign 
country because it would be dangerous 
to return to the home country for political 
reasons 


at issue /ot '1fu:/» issue 


at large /at 'la:d3/ adjective not in 
prison o Three prisoners escaped — two 
were recaptured, but one is still at large. 


attach /a'tzetf/ verb 1. to fasten some- 
thing to something else o J am attaching 
a copy of my previous letter. o Attached 
is a copy of my letter of June 24th. 2. to 
arrest a person or take property 


attaché /a'tefei/ noun a person who 
does specialised work in an embassy 
abroad o a military attaché o The gov- 
ernment ordered the commercial attaché 
to return home. 


attachment /a'tetfmoant/ noun a 
court order preventing a debtor’s proper- 
ty from being sold until debts are paid 

attachment of earnings /o 
,teetfmont ov 'sınıyz/ noun a legal 
power to take money from a person’s sal- 


ary to pay money which is owed to the 
courts 


attachment of earnings order /ə 
jteetfmont əv 'sminz ,orde/ noun a 
court order to make an employer pay part 
of an employee’s salary to the court to 
pay off debts 


attack /o'tzk/ verb 1. to try to hurt or 
harm someone o The security guard was 
attacked by three men carrying guns. 2. 
to criticise o The newspaper attacked the 
government for not spending enough 
money on the police. = noun 1. the act of 
trying to hurt or harm someone o There 
has been an increase in attacks on police 
or in terrorist attacks on planes. 2. criti- 
cism o The newspaper published an at- 
tack on the government. (NOTE: You at- 
tack someone, but make an attack on 
someone.) 


attacker /a'taka/ noun somebody who 
attacks o She recognised her attacker 
and gave his description to the police. 


attempt /o'tempt/ noun 1. an act of 
trying to do something o The company 
made an attempt to break into the Amer- 
ican market. o The takeover attempt was 
turned down by the board. o All his at- 
tempts to get a job have failed. 2. an act 
of trying to do something illegal (NOTE: 
Attempt is a crime even if the attempted 
offence has not been committed.) 


attempted murder /a,temptid 
'ms:do/ noun the notifiable offence of 
trying to murder someone 


attend /a'tend/ verb to be present at o 
The witnesses were summoned to attend 
the trial. 


attendance /a'tendoans/ noun the fact 
of being present 


attendance centre /a,tendons 
'sento/ noun a place where a young per- 
son may be sent by a court to take part in 
various activities or do hard work as a 
punishment. This applies to people be- 
tween the ages of 17 and 21 and is on the 
condition that they have not had a custo- 
dial sentence before. 


attest /a'test/ verb to sign a document 
such as a will in the presence of a witness 
who also signs the document to confirm 
that the signature is genuine 


authorised dealer 


attestation /,zte'sterf(9)n/ noun the 
act of signing a document such as a will 
in the presence of a witness to show that 
the signature is genuine 

attestation clause /,te'steif(o)n 
klo:z/ noun a clause showing that the 
signature of the person signing a legal 
document has been witnessed (NOTE: 
The attestation clause is usually writ- 
ten: ‘signed sealed and delivered by ... 
in the presence of ...’.) 


attorn /o'to:n/ verb to transfer 


attorney /o'tsini/ noun 1. somebody 
who is legally allowed to act on behalf of 
someone else 2. US a lawyer 
attorney-at-law /s,ts:ni ət 'lo1/ noun 
formerly, a barrister 
Attorney-General /9,taini 
‘dzen(a)ral/ noun 1. in the UK, one of 
the Law Officers, a Member of Parlia- 
ment, who prosecutes for the Crown in 
some court cases, advises government 
departments on legal problems and de- 
cides if major criminal offences should 
be tried 2. in a US state or in the federal 
government, the head of legal affairs 
(NOTE: In the US Federal Government, 
the Attorney-General is in charge of the 
Justice Department.) 

attributable /s'tribjutab(a)l/ adjec- 
tive being able to be attributed 
attribute /a'tribju:t/ verb to suggest 
that something came from a source o re- 
marks attributed to the Chief Constable 
audi alteram partem = /audi 
,elterom 'pa:təm/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘hear the other side’: a 
rule in natural justice that everyone has 
the right to speak in his or her own de- 
fence and to have the case against them 
explained clearly 

audit /'o:dit/ noun 1. an examination of 
the books and accounts of a company o 
to carry out an annual audit 2. a careful 
review of the effectiveness of something 
o an audit of safety procedures m verb 1. 
to examine the books and accounts of a 
company o to audit the accounts o The 
books have not yet been audited. 2. to re- 
view something carefully 

Audit Commission /,o:dit ko 
'mıf(ə)n/ noun an independent body 
which examines the accounts of local au- 


thorities, ensures that money is spent le- 
gally and wisely, and checks for possible 
fraud and corruption 

auditor /'s:dita/ noun somebody who 
audits o The AGM appoints the compa- 
ny’s auditors. 

audit trail /‘o:dit trerl/ noun a record 
in the form of computer or printed docu- 
ments that shows how something hap- 
pened 

autarchy /‘o:ta:ki/ noun a situation 
where a state rules itself without outside 
interference and has full power over its 
own affairs 

autarky /'o:ta:ki/ noun a situation 
where a state is self-sufficient and can 
provide for all its needs without outside 
help 

authenticate /s:'Genti,kert/ verb to 
show that something is true 
authenticity /,9:0en'trsiti/ noun the 
state of being genuine o The police are 
checking the authenticity of the letter. o 
An electronic signature confirms the au- 
thenticity of the text. 

authorisation —_/,0:0arar'ze1f(a)n/, 
authorization noun 1. official permis- 
sion or power to do something o Do you 
have authorisation for this expenditure? 
o He has no authorisation to act on our 
behalf. 2. a document showing that 
someone has official permission to do 
something o He showed the bank his au- 
thorisation to inspect the contents of the 
safe. 

authorise /'s:09,ra1z/, authorize 
/'9:8araiz/ verb 1. to give official per- 
mission for something to be done o to 
authorise payment of £10,000 2. to give 
someone the authority to do something o 
to authorise someone to act on your be- 
half 

authorised /'s:0araizd/, authorized 
adjective permitted 

authorised capital /,o:0ararzd 
‘keepit(a)I/ noun the amount of capital 
which a company is allowed to have, ac- 
cording to its memorandum of associa- 
tion 

authorised dealer  /,9:0araizd 
'di:lo/ noun a person or company such as 
a bank which is allowed to buy and sell 
foreign currency 


authoritarian 


authoritarian /9:,Ovri'tearion/ ad- 
jective acting because of having power 
authoritarianism /9: Oprt 
'tearion[[d1f¢]],1z(a)m/ noun a theory 
that a regime must rule its people strictly 
in order to be efficient 
authoritarian regime Io 
,Ovriteorion rei'zi:m/ noun a govern- 
ment which rules its people strictly and 
does not allow anyone to oppose its deci- 
sions 
authoritative /s:'@pritativ/ adjective 
1. having the force of law o Courts in 
Member States cannot give authoritative 
rulings on how Community law should 
be interpreted. 2. based on the best relia- 
ble information o an authoritative opin- 
ion on likely trends 
authority /s:'@prati/ noun 1. official 
power given to someone to do something 
o He has no authority to act on our be- 
half. o She was acting on the authority of 
the court. o On whose authority was the 
charge brought? 2. o the authorities the 
government, police or official organisa- 
tions with legal powers to control things 
automatism /s:'tomat1z(9)m/ noun a 
defence to a criminal charge whereby the 
accused states he or she acted involuntar- 
ily 
autonomous /s:'tonomos/ adjective 
governing itself o an autonomous re- 
gional government 
autonomy /9:'tpnomi/ noun self-gov- 
ernment, or freedom from outside con- 
trol o The separatists are demanding full 
autonomy for their state. o The govern- 
ment has granted the region a limited au- 
tonomy. 
autopsy /'o:tppsi/ noun an examina- 
tion of a dead person to see what was the 
cause of death 
autrefois acquit /,sutrofwe a'ki:/ 
phrase a French phrase meaning ‘previ- 
ously acquitted’: a plea that an accused 
person has already been acquitted of the 
crime with which he or she is charged 
COMMENT: There is no appeal against 
an acquittal, and a person who has 
been acquitted of a crime cannot be 
charged with the same crime again. 
autrefois convict /,sutrofwe kon 
'vikt/ phrase a French phrase meaning 
‘previously convicted’: a plea that an ac- 


cused person has already been convicted 
of the crime with which he or she is now 
charged 


available /a'veilob(9)l/ adjective able 
to be used o The right of self-defence is 
only available against unlawful attack. 


aver /a'v3:/ verb to make a statement or 
an allegation in pleadings (NOTE: aver- 
ring — averred) 


average /‘zv(a)rid3/ noun 1. a 
number calculated by adding together 
several figures and dividing by the 
number of figures added o sales average 
or average of sales o The average for the 
last three months or the last three 
months’ average. 0 on average in gener- 
al o On average, £15 worth of goods are 
stolen every day. 2. the sharing of the 
cost of damage or loss of a ship between 
the insurers and the owners m adjective 
1. calculated by adding together several 
figures and dividing by the number of 
figures added o the average cost of ex- 
penses per employee © the average fig- 
ures for the last three months o the aver- 
age increase in prices 2. ordinary or typ- 
ical o The company’s performance has 
been only average. o He is an average 
worker. o above or below average more 
or less than is usual or typical = verb to 
produce as an average figure o Price in- 
creases have averaged 10% per annum. 
o Days lost through sickness have aver- 
aged twenty-two over the last four years. 
average adjuster /ev(s)rid3 ə 
'dzasta/ noun somebody who calculates 
how much is due to the insured when he 
or she makes a claim under his or her 
policy 

average adjustment /,2v(9)rid3 ə 
'‘dzastmont/ noun a calculation of the 
share of cost of damage or loss of a ship 


average income per capita 
/,ev(a)rid3 ,mkam po 'kepita/ noun 
the average income of one person 


averment /o'v3:mont/ noun a state- 
ment or allegation made in pleadings 


avoid /a'vord/ verb 1. to try not to do 
something o The company is trying to 
avoid bankruptcy. o My aim is to avoid 
paying too much tax. o We want to avoid 
direct competition with Smith Ltd. a to 
avoid creditors to make sure that credi- 
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AWOL 


tors cannot find you so as not to pay them 
2. to make something void o to avoid a 
contract 3. to quash a sentence 


avoidance /o'void(9)ns/ noun 1. a 
plan or deliberate policy to avoid some- 
thing or someone o avoidance of an 
agreement or of a contract 2. a confes- 
sion to a charge, but suggesting it should 
be cancelled 

award /9'wo:d/ noun a decision which 
settles a dispute o an award made by an 


industrial tribunal o The arbitrator’s 
award was set aside on appeal. = verb to 
decide the amount of money to be given 
to someone o to award someone a salary 
increase o to award damages o The 


judge awarded costs to the defendant. o 


to award a contract to a company to 
decide that a company will have the con- 
tract to do work for you 


AWOL /'etwol/ abbreviation absent 
without leave 


backdate /bek'deit/ verb to put an 
earlier date on a cheque or an invoice o 
Backdate your invoice to April Ist. o The 
pay increase is backdated to January Ist. 


background /'bekgraund/ noun 1. 
the previous experience, cultural back- 
ground or family connections that some- 
one has o The accused is from a good 
background. o Can you tell us something 
of the girl’s family background? 2. gen- 
eral facts about a situation including rel- 
evant information about what happened 
in the past o He explained the back- 
ground to the claim. o The court asked 
for details of the background to the case. 
o I know the contractual situation as it 
stands now, but can you fill in the back- 
ground details? 

back interest /,bek 'mtrast/ noun 
interest which has not yet been paid 
back orders /'bek ,o:daz/ noun or- 
ders received in the past and not yet sup- 
plied 

back pay /'bek pei/ noun salary 
which has not been paid 


back payment /'bek ,permant/ noun 
the payment of money which is owed 
back rent /'bek rent/ noun rent which 
has not been paid 

backsheet /'bek/fi:t/ noun the last 
sheet of paper in a legal document which, 
when folded, becomes the outside sheet 
and carries the endorsement 

back taxes /'bek ,teksiz/ plural 
noun taxes which have not been paid 
back wages /,beek 'we1d31z/ plural 
noun wages which have not been paid to 
a worker 

bad debt /,bzd 'det/ noun money 
owed which will never be paid back 


baggage check /'bægıd3 tfek/ noun 
an examination of passengers’ baggage 
to see if it contains bombs 

bail /berl/ noun 1. the release of an ar- 
rested person from custody after pay- 
ment has been made to a court on condi- 
tion that the person will return to face tri- 
al o to stand bail of £3,000 for someone 
(NOTE: The US term is pretrial re- 
lease.) 2. payment made to a court to re- 
lease an arrested person o He was grant- 
ed bail on his own recognizance of 
£1,000. o The police opposed bail on the 
grounds that the accused might try to 
leave the country. (NOTE: The US term is 
pretrial release.) o he was remanded 
on bail of £3,000 he was released on 
payment of £3,000 as a guarantee that he 
would return to the court to face trial o to 
jump bail not to appear in court after 
having been released on bail = verb o to 
bail someone out to pay a debt on behalf 
of someone o She paid £3,000 to bail 
him out. 

bail bandit /'berl ,bendit/ noun an 
accused person who commits a crime 
while on bail awaiting trial for another 
offence, or who fails to appear in court 
on the date agreed 

bail bond /'beil bond/ noun a signed 
document which is given to the court as 
security for payment of a judgment 

bail bondsperson / beil 
'bpondzp3:s(ə)n/ noun someone who 
provides bail money or acts as surety for 
an accused person 

bailee /,ber'li:/ noun somebody who 
receives property by way of bailment 
Bailey » Old Bailey 

bailiff /‘betl1f/ noun 1. a person em- 
ployed by the court whose responsibility 
is to see that documents such as sum- 
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bankruptcy 


monses are served and that court orders 
are obeyed o The court ordered the bail- 
iffs to seize his property because he had 
not paid his fine. (NOTE: The US equiva- 
lent is a marshal.) 2. US the deputy to a 
sheriff 

bailment /'berlmənt/ noun a transfer 
of goods by one person (the bailor) to an- 
other (the bailee) who then holds them 
until they have to be returned to the bail- 
or. The process is that of leaving a coat in 
a cloakroom or at the cleaner’s. 


bailor /,bet'lo:/ noun somebody who 
transfers property by way of bailment 
Bakke decision /‘beki: d1,s13(0)n/ 
noun a US Supreme Court ruling that 
made the reservation of a specific 
number of places for students from mi- 
nority groups unlawful because it pre- 
vented applicants not from those groups 
from competing for the reserved places 


balance /'belons/ noun o balance of 
mind mental state 

ballot-rigging /‘belat ,rigin/ noun 
an illegal attempt to manipulate the votes 
in an election so that a specific candidate 
or party wins 

ban /bæn/ noun an order which forbids 
someone from doing something or which 
makes an activity illegal o a government 
ban on the sale of weapons o a ban on 
the copying of computer software o to 
impose a ban on smoking to make an 
order which forbids smoking o to lift the 
ban on smoking to allow people to 
smoke m verb to forbid something or 
make it illegal o The government has 
banned the sale of alcohol. o The sale of 
pirated records has been banned. 


bank /bæņk/ noun a business which 
holds money for its clients, lends money 
at interest, and trades generally in money 
= verb to deposit money into a bank or to 
have an account with a bank 


bankable paper /bæņkəb(ə)l 
'perpə/ noun a document which a bank 
will accept as security for a loan 


bank account /'bæņk ə,kaunt/ noun 
an arrangement which you make with a 
bank to keep your money safely until you 
want it 


bank borrowings /"benk 
,bprauinz/ plural noun loans made by 
banks 


bank charter /,bzyk 'tfa:ta/ noun an 
official government document allowing 
the establishment of a bank 


bank draft /‘beynk dra:ft/ noun a 
cheque payable by a bank 


bankers order /'benkez ,o:do/ 
noun an order written by a customer ask- 
ing a bank to make a regular payment to 
someone else 


bank loan /'beyk ləun/ noun money 
lent by a bank 


bank mandate /'benk ,mzndeit/ 
noun a written order allowing someone 
to sign cheques on behalf of a company 


bank note /'bæņk naut/, banknote 
noun a piece of printed paper money 
(NOTE: The US term is bill.) 


bank reserves /,beyk r1'z3:vz/ plu- 
ral noun cash and securities held by a 
bank to cover deposits 


bankrupt /'benkrapt/ adjective de- 
clared by a court not capable of paying 
debts o a bankrupt property developer o 
He was adjudicated or declared bank- 
rupt. o He went bankrupt after two years 
in business. m noun someone who has 
been declared by a court to be not capa- 
ble of paying debts and whose affairs 
have been put into the hands of a trustee 
m verb to make someone become bank- 
rupt o The recession bankrupted my fa- 
ther. 
COMMENT: A bankrupt cannot serve as 
a Member of Parliament, a Justice of 
the Peace, a director of a limited com- 
pany, and cannot sign a contract or 
borrow money. 
bankruptcy /'beykraptsi/ noun the 
state of being bankrupt o The recession 
has caused thousands of bankruptcies. 
(NOTE: The term bankruptcy is applied 
to individuals or partners, but not to 
companies. For companies, the term to 
use is ‘insolvency’.) o adjudication of 
bankruptcy, declaration of bankrupt- 
cy legal order making someone bankrupt 
© to file a petition in bankruptcy 1. to 
apply to the Court to be made bankrupt 
2. to ask for someone else to be made 
bankrupt 


Bankruptcy Court 


Bankruptcy Court /‘benkraptsi 
kə:t/ noun a court which deals with 
bankruptcies 

bankruptcy notice /,benkraptsi 
‘noutis/ noun a notice warning someone 
that they face bankruptcy if they fail to 
pay money which they owe 
bankruptcy petition /,benkraptsi 
po'tif(a)n/ noun an application to a 
court asking for an order making some- 
one bankrupt 

bankruptcy proceedings 
/,benkraptsi pro'si:dinz/ plural noun a 
court case to make someone bankrupt 
bank transfer /'benk _,traensfs:/ 
noun the movement of money from a 
bank account to an account in another 
country 

banning order /'benin ,o:da/ noun a 
court order to stop someone from going 
to a specific place (NOTE: banning — 
banned) 

banns /bænz/ plural noun a declara- 
tion in church that a couple intend to get 
married o to publish the banns of mar- 
riage between Anne Smith and John 
Jones 

bar /ba:/ noun the set of rails in a court 
behind which the lawyers and public 
stand or sit o to be called to the bar to 
pass examinations and fulfil specific re- 
quirements to become a barrister o pris- 
oner at the bar a prisoner being tried in 
court m verb to forbid something, or 
make something illegal o He was barred 
from attending the meeting. o The police 
commissioner barred the use of firearms. 
© the Bar 1. the profession of barrister 2. 
all barristers or lawyers 

Bar Council /'ba: ,kauns(9)l/ noun 
the ruling body of English and Welsh 
barristers 

bareboat charter /'beabaut ,tfa:ta/ 
noun a charter of a ship where the owner 
provides only the ship and not the crew, 
fuel or insurance 

bargain /'ba:gin/ noun an agreement 
between two people or groups to do 
something m verb to discuss something 
with someone in order to make an im- 
provement for yourself 

bargaining /'ba:gmin/ noun the act 
of discussing something in order too 


reach an agreement that everyone is hap- 
py with. ù plea bargaining 
bargaining position /‘ba:ginin po 
\Z1J(a)n/ noun a statement of position by 
one group during negotiations 
bargaining power /'ba:ginin ,pavo/ 
noun the relative strength of one person 
or group when several people or groups 
are discussing prices, wages or contracts 


baron /'bærən/ noun a prisoner who 
has power over other prisoners because 
he or she runs various rackets in a prison 
(slang) 


barratry /'bærətri/ noun 1. a criminal 
offence by which the master or crew of a 
ship damage the ship 2. US an offence of 
starting a lawsuit with no grounds for do- 
ing so 
barrister /‘berista/ noun especially in 
England and Wales, a lawyer who can 
plead or argue a case in one of the higher 
courts 
COMMENT: In England and Wales, a 
barrister is a member of one of the 
Inns of Court; he or she has passed 
examinations and spent one year in 
pupillage before being called to the 
bar. Barristers have right of audience 
in all courts in England and Wales, that 
is to say they have the right to speak in 
court, but they do not have that right 
exclusively. Note also that barristers 
were formerly instructed only by solici- 
tors and never by members of the pub- 
lic.; now they can take instruction from 
professional people such as account- 
ants. Barristers are now allowed to ad- 
vertise their services. A barrister or a 
group of barristers is referred to as 
‘counsel’. 
base /bets/ noun 1. the lowest or first 
position 2. the place where a company 
has its main office or factory, or the place 
where a businessperson has their office o 
The company has its base in London and 
branches in all European countries. o He 
has an office in Madrid which he uses as 
a base while he is travelling in Southern 
Europe. m verb 1. to start to calculate or 
to negotiate from a position o We based 
our calculations on last year’s turnover. 
2. to set up a company or a person in a 
place o a London-based sales executive o 
The European manager is based in our 
London office. o Our foreign branch is 
based in the Bahamas. 


bench warrant 


base costs /'beis kpsts/ noun the 
general costs of a case which apply be- 
fore any percentage increase is assessed 
based on /'beist pn/ noun calculating 
from 

base year /'bers jio/ noun the first 
year of an index, against which later 
years’ changes are measured 

basic award /'bersık 9,wo:d/ noun a 
minimum award, which is the first stage 
of assessing compensation 

basic rate tax /'bersık rert ,teks/ 
noun the lowest rate of income tax 
basics /'bersıks/ plural noun simple 
and important facts o to get back to ba- 
sics to start discussing the basic facts 
again 

basis /'betsts/ noun 1. a point or 
number from which calculations are 
made o We have calculated the turnover 
on the basis of a 6% price increase. 2. 
the general facts on which something is 
based o We have three people working on 
a freelance basis. o on a short-term, 
long-term basis for a short or long peri- 
od o He has been appointed on a short- 
term basis. 

bastard /'ba:stod/ noun an illegiti- 
mate child, born to an unmarried mother 
(NOTE: The child now has some rights 
to the property of its parents.) 

baton /'betpn/ noun a large stick used 
by the police for defence and to hit peo- 
ple with o The crowd was stopped by a 
row of policemen carrying batons. 
baton charge /'betpn tfa:d3/ noun 
a charge by police using batons against a 
mob 

baton round /'betpn raund/ noun a 
thick bullet made of plastic fired from a 
special gun, used by the police only in 
self-defence. Also called plastic bullet 
batter /'bætə/ verb to hit someone or 
something hard o The dead man had 
been battered to death with a hammer. o 
Police were battering on the door of the 
flat. 

battered /'bætəd/ adjective frequently 
beaten as a punishment or act of cruelty 
o battered child, battered wife a child 
who is frequently beaten by one of its 
parents, or a wife who is frequently beat- 
en by her husband 


battery /'bzet(a)ri/ noun the crime or 
tort of using force against another per- 
son. Compare assault 


beak /bi:k/ noun a magistrate (slang) 


bear /beə/ verb 1. (of costs) to pay o 
The company bore the legal costs of both 
parties. 2.0 to bear on to refer to or have 
an effect on o The decision of the court 
bears on future cases where immigration 
procedures are disputed. 


bearing /‘bearin/ noun an influence or 
effect o to have a bearing on to refer to 
or have an effect on o The decision of the 
court has a bearing on future cases 
where immigration procedures are dis- 
puted. 


beat /bi:t/ noun an area which a police- 
man patrols regularly o the constable on 
the beat the ordinary policeman on foot 
patrol m verb o to beat a ban to do some- 
thing which is going to be forbidden by 
doing it rapidly before the ban is en- 
forced 


Beddoe order /'bedau ,o:da/ noun a 
court order allowing a trustee to bring or 
defend an action and to recover any re- 
sulting costs from the trust property 


behalf /br'ha:f/ noun o on behalf of 
acting for someone or a company o solic- 
itors acting on behalf of the American 
company o I am writing on behalf of the 
minority shareholders. o She is acting on 
my behalf. 


belli » casus belli 


bellman /'belmon/ noun a criminal 
who specialises in stopping burglar 
alarms and other security devices (slang) 
bench /bentf/ noun a place where 
judges or magistrates sit in court o to be 
up before the bench to be in a magis- 
trates’ court, accused of a crime o he is 
on the bench he is a magistrate 
Bencher /'bentfa/ noun one of the 
senior members of an Inn of Court 
bench of magistrates /bentf ov 
'mzed31,streits/ noun a group of magis- 
trates in an area 

bench warrant /'bentf ,woront/ 
noun a warrant issued by a court for the 
arrest of an accused person who has not 
appeared to answer charges 


benefactor 


benefactor /'benifekta/ noun some- 
body who gives property or money to 
others, especially in a will 

beneficial interest /ben:f1f(0)l 
‘Introst/ noun the interest of the benefi- 
ciary of a property, shares or trust, which 
allows someone to occupy or receive rent 
from a property, while the property is 
owned by a trustee 

beneficial occupier /,benrf1f(o)l 
'‘pkjupata/ noun somebody who occu- 
pies a property but does not own it 


beneficial owner  /benif1f(o)l 
‘guno/ noun the true or ultimate owner 
whose interest may be concealed by a 
nominee 

beneficial use /,bent'fif(o)l jurs/ 
noun the right to use, occupy or receive 
rent from a property which is owned by a 
trustee 


beneficiary /,beni'fifari/ noun 1. 
somebody who is left property in a will o 
The main beneficiaries of the will are the 
deceased’s family. 2. somebody whose 
property is administered by a trustee 
COMMENT: In a trust, the trustee is the 
legal owner of the property, while the 
beneficiary is the equitable owner who 
receives the real benefit of the trust. 
benefit /‘benrfi1t/ noun 1. money or ad- 
vantage gained from something o The es- 
tate was left to the benefit of the owner’s 
grandsons. 2. payment which is made to 
someone under a national or private in- 
surance scheme o She receives £52 a 
week as unemployment benefit. o The 
sickness benefit is paid monthly. o The 
insurance office sends out benefit 
cheques each week. m verb n to benefit 
from, by something to be improved by 
something, to gain more money because 
of something 
Benjamin order /'bendzəmın ,ə:1də/ 
noun an order from a court to a personal 
representative, which directs how some- 
one’s estate should be distributed 


bent /bent/ adjective corrupt, stolen or 
illegal (slang) o bent copper a corrupt 
policeman o bent job an illegal deal 
bequeath /bi'kwi:6/ verb to leave 
property, but not freehold land, to some- 
one in a will o He bequeathed his shares 
to his daughter. 


bequest /bi'kwest/ noun money or 
property, but not freehold land, given to 
someone in a will o He made several be- 
quests to his staff: 
COMMENT: Freehold land given in a 
will is a devise. 
Berne Convention /'bsıin kon 
,venf(ə)n/ noun an international agree- 
ment on the regulations governing copy- 
right, signed in Berne in 1886. ù copy- 
right 
COMMENT: Under the Berne Conven- 
tion, any book which is copyrighted in 
a country which has signed the con- 
vention is automatically copyrighted in 
the other countries. Some countries 
(notably the USA) did not sign the 
Convention, and the UCC (Universal 
Copyright Convention) was signed in 
Geneva in 1952, under the auspices of 
the United Nations, to try to bring to- 
gether all countries under a uniform 
copyright agreement. 
best evidence rule /,best 
‘evid(a)ns ,ru:l/ noun the rule that the 
best evidence possible should be pro- 
duced, so an original document is pre- 
ferred to a copy 
bestiality /,besti'zliti/ noun buggery 
with an animal 
betray /bi'trei/ verb to give away a se- 
cret o He betrayed the secret to the ene- 
my. o to betray your country, a friend 
to give away your country’s or your 
friend’s secrets to an enemy 
betrayal /bi'treral/ noun an act of be- 
traying someone or something 
betrayal of trust /b1,trerol ov 'trast/ 
noun an act against someone who trusts 
you 
betting duty /betm ‘dju:ti/ noun a 
tax levied on the activity of placing bets 
on horse and dog races, etc. 
BFP abbreviation US bona fide pur- 
chaser 
bi- /bat/ prefix twice 
bias /'barəs/ noun unfairly different 
treatment of a person or group as com- 
pared with others o likelihood of bias a 
possibility that bias will occur because of 
a connection between a member of the 
court and a party in the case 
biased /'batast/ adjective unfairly fa- 
vouring a person or group as compared 
with others 
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bills payable 


bigamist /‘bigamist/ noun somebody 
who is married to two people at the same 
time 

bigamous /'bigamos/ adjective refer- 
ring to bigamy o They went through a 
bigamous marriage ceremony. 


bigamy /'bigomi/ noun the notifiable 
offence of going through a ceremony of 
marriage to someone when you are still 
married to someone else. Compare mo- 
nogamy, polygamy 

bilateral /bar'let(9)ral/ adjective (of 
an agreement) between two parties or 
countries o The minister signed a bilater- 
al trade agreement. 


bilateral contract /ba1,let(s)ral kon 
'treekt/ noun a contract where the two 
parties each have duties to the other 


bilateral discharge /,bailtor(o)l 
‘dist fard3/ noun an agreement by two 
parties to bring a contract to an end by re- 
leasing each other from their existing ob- 
ligations 

bilaterally /,bar'letar(o)li/ adverb be- 
tween two parties or countries o The 
agreement was reached bilaterally. 


bilking /'barkıy/ noun the offence of 
removing goods without paying for 
them, or of refusing to pay a bill 


bill /b1l/ noun 1. a written list of charges 
to be paid o The salesman wrote out the 
bill. o Does the bill include VAT? o The 
bill is made out to Smith Ltd. o The build- 
er sent in his bill. o He left the country 
without paying his bills. o to foot the bill 
to pay the costs 2. a list of charges in a 
restaurant o Can I have the bill please? o 
The bill comes to £20 including service. 
o Does the bill include service? o The 
waiter has added 10% to the bill for 
service. 3. a written paper promising to 
pay money 4. US a piece of paper money 
5. a draft of a new law to be discussed by 
a legislature o The house is discussing 
the Noise Prevention Bill. o The Finance 
Bill had its second reading yesterday. m 
verb to present a bill to someone so that 
it can be paid o The builders billed him 
for the repairs to his neighbour’s house. 
COMMENT: In the UK, a Bill passes 
through the following stages in Parlia- 
ment: First Reading, Second Read- 
ing, Committee Stage, Report Stage 
and Third Reading. The Bill goes 


through these stages first in the House 
of Commons and then in the House of 
Lords. When all the stages have been 
passed the Bill is given the Royal As- 
sent and becomes law as an Act of 
Parliament. In the USA, a Bill is intro- 
duced either in the House or in the 
Senate, is referred to an appropriate 
committee with public hearings, then 
to general debate in the full House. 
The Bill is debated section by section 
and after being passed by both House 
and Senate is engrossed and sent to 
the President as a joint resolution for 
signature or veto. 


bill of attainder /,bil əv o'temndo/ 
noun formerly, a way of punishing a per- 
son legally without holding a trial, by 
passing a law to convict and sentence 
him 

bill of exchange /bil ov tks 
'tfemd3/ noun a document ordering the 
person to whom it is directed to pay a 
person money on demand or at a speci- 
fied date 


bill of health /,brl ov 'helð/ noun a 
document given to the master of a ship 
showing that the ship is free of disease 


bill of indictment /bil ov ın 
'daitmont/ noun US 1. a draft of an in- 
dictment which is examined by the court, 
and when signed becomes an indictment 
2. a list of charges given to a grand jury, 
asking them to indict the accused 


bill of lading /,bil əv 'lerdīy/ noun a 
list of goods being shipped, which the 
shipper gives to the person sending the 
goods to show that they have been loaded 
Bill of Rights /,b1l əv 'ratts/ noun US 
those sections (i.e. the first ten amend- 
ments) of the constitution of the United 
States which refer to the rights and priv- 
ileges of an individual 


bill of sale /,b1l ov 'serl/ noun 1. a 
document which the seller gives to the 
buyer to show that the sale has taken 
place 2. a document given to a lender by 
a borrower to show that the lender owns 
the property as security for the loan 

bills for collection /bilz fa ko 


'lekfən/ noun bills where payment is 
due 


bills payable /,bilz 'petob(a)I/ noun 
bills which a debtor will have to pay 


bind 


bind /baind/ verb to make someone 
obey a rule or keep a promise o The com- 
pany is bound by its articles of associa- 
tion. o He does not consider himself 
bound by the agreement which was 
signed by his predecessor. o High Court 
judges are bound by the decisions of the 
House of Lords. 


binder /'barndə/ noun US a temporary 
acknowledgement of a contract of insur- 
ance sent before the insurance policy is 
issued (NOTE: The British English term 
is cover note.) 


binding /‘baindin/ adjective having 
the ability to force someone to do some- 
thing o This document is legally binding 
or it is a legally binding document. o the 
agreement is binding on all parties all 
parties signing it must do what is agreed 
binding precedent  /,baindin 
‘presid(9)nt/ noun a decision of a high- 
er court which has to be followed by a 
judge in a lower court 


bind over /,bamd 'əuvə/ verb 1. to 
make someone promise to behave well 
and not commit another offence, or to re- 
turn to court at a later date to face charges 
o He was bound over (to keep the peace 
or to be of good behaviour) for six 
months. 2. US to order a defendant to be 
kept in custody while a criminal case is 
being prepared 


bind-over order /,batnd 'əuvə ,o:do/ 
noun a court order which binds someone 
over o The applicant sought judicial re- 
view to quash the bind-over order. 

biological parent /,bato,lnd31k(a)l 
‘peoromt/ noun the mother or father to 
whom a child is born. Compare adop- 
tive parent, stepparent, foster parent 


birth /b3:6/ noun the occasion of being 
born, or the social position relating to the 
circumstances of it. ) concealment of 
birth o by birth according to where or to 
what family someone was born o He’s 
English by birth. o date and place of 
birth the day of the year when someone 
was born and the town where he or she 
was born 


birth certificate /'bs:0 so,tiftkot/ 
noun a document giving details of a per- 
son’s date and place of birth 


black /blek/ adjective o to pay black 
market prices to pay high prices to get 
items which are not easily available 
black economy /blek 1'konomi/ 
noun the system by which work is paid 
for in cash or goods and not declared to 
the tax authorities 

black letter law /,blek '‘leta lo:/ 
noun emphasis on the fundamental prin- 
ciples of law, as opposed to discussion of 
possible changes to the legal system to 
make it more perfect (informal) 

black list /'blæk ltst/ noun a list of 
goods, people or companies which have 
been blacked 

blacklist /‘blaklist/ verb to put goods, 
people or acompany on a black list o His 
firm was blacklisted by the government. 
blackmail /'blækme1l/ noun the noti- 
fiable offence of getting money from 
someone by threatening to make public 
information which he or she does not 
want revealed or by threatening violence 
o He was charged with blackmail. o They 
got £25,000 from the managing director 
by blackmail. o She was sent to prison 
for blackmail. = verb to threaten some- 
one that you will make public informa- 
tion which he or she does not want re- 
vealed or to threaten an act of violence 
unless he or she pays you money o He 
was blackmailed by his former secretary. 
blackmailer /'blekmerla/ noun 
somebody who blackmails someone 
black market /,blek 'ma:kit/ noun 
the illegal buying and selling goods that 
are not easily available or in order to 
avoid taxes o There is a lucrative black 
market in spare parts for cars. o You can 
buy gold coins on the black market. o 
They lived well on black-market goods. 
black marketeer /, blak ,ma:ka'tio/ 
noun somebody who sells goods on the 
black market 

blag /blzg/ noun a robbery by an armed 
gang (slang) 

blanche » carte blanche 

blank /blæņk/ adjective with nothing 
written m noun a space on a form which 
has to be completed o Fill in the blanks 
in block capitals. 

blank cheque /,blzyk 'tfek/ noun a 
cheque with the amount of money and 
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bogus caller 


the payee left blank, but signed by the 
drawer 


blanket agreement /,blenkit ə 
‘grizmont/ noun an agreement which 
covers many different items 


blanket insurance policy 
/,blenkit in'fuerons ,polisi/ noun a 
policy covering several items 


blaspheme /blzs'fi:m/ verb to ridi- 
cule or deny God or the Christian reli- 
gion 

blasphemy /'blesfami/ noun former- 
ly, the crime of ridiculing or denying 
God or the Christian religion in a scan- 
dalous way 


block /blpk/ noun 1. a series of items 
grouped together o He bought a block of 
6,000 shares. 2. a series of buildings 
forming a square with streets on all sides 
3. a building in a prison o a cell block o 
a hospital block m verb to stop something 
taking place o He used his casting vote to 
block the motion. o The planning com- 
mittee blocked the plan to build a motor- 
way through the middle of the town. 


blocked currency /,blokt 'karansi/ 
noun a currency which cannot be taken 
out of a country because of exchange 
controls 


block exemption /blvk ig 
'zempJ(e)n/ noun an exemption granted 
to a large business or group of businesses 
exempting them from some obligations 
under competition law 


blood relationship /blad_ ri 
‘lerf(@)nfip/ noun a relationship be- 
tween people who have a common an- 
cestor 


blood sample /'blad ,sa:mpal/ noun 
a small amount of blood taken from 
someone for a blood test in order to es- 
tablish something such as the alcohol 
content of the blood 


blood test /'blad test/ noun a test to 
establish the paternity of a child 
blotter /'blotə/ noun US a book in 
which arrests are recorded at a police sta- 
tion 

blue bag /'blu: bæg/ noun the blue 
bag in which a junior barrister carries his 
or her gown. ù red bag 


Blue Book /,blu: 'buk/ noun an offi- 
cial report of a Royal Commission, 
bound in blue covers 

blue laws /'blu: lo:z/ plural noun US 
laws relating to what can or cannot be 
done on a Sunday 

blue sky laws /,blu: 'skar ,lo:z/ plu- 
ral noun US state laws to protect inves- 
tors against fraudulent traders in securi- 
ties 

board meeting /'bo:d ,mi:tiy/ noun 
a meeting of the directors of a company 
board of directors /\bo:d ov dar 
'rektaz/ noun a group of directors elect- 
ed by the shareholders to run a company 
o The bank has two representatives on 
the board. o He sits on the board as a 
representative of the bank. o Two direc- 
tors were removed from the board at the 
AGM. 

board of visitors /,bo:d ov 'vizitas/ 
noun in the UK, a group of people ap- 
pointed by the Home Secretary to visit 
and inspect the conditions in prisons 
bobby /'bobi/ noun a policeman 
(informal) 

bodily /'bndili/ adjective affecting 
someone’s body o Fortunately no bodily 
harm had been caused. = adverb 1. in a 
way that has an effect on the body o The 
police lifted the protester bodily and re- 
moved him from the street. 2. in person o 
She had not been bodily present when the 
fight had started. 


body /'bpodi/ noun 1. the whole of a 
person or animal 2. an organisation or 
group of people who work together o 
Parliament is an elected body. o The gov- 
erning body of the university has to ap- 
prove the plan to give the President a 
honorary degree. 3. a large group or 
amount o a body of evidence n body of 
opinion a group of people who have the 
same view about something o there is a 
considerable body of opinion which be- 
lieves that capital punishment should be 
reintroduced 

bodyguard /'bodiga:d/ noun some- 
body who protects someone o The minis- 
ter was followed by his three body- 
guards. 

bogus caller /,baugas 'ko:la/ noun 
someone who claims to be an official in 


boilerplate 


order to be allowed to enter a home in or- 
der to steal from it 


boilerplate /‘borloplert/ noun US a 
standard form of agreement or contract 
with blank spaces to be filled in 


bomb hoax /'bom houks/ noun the 
act of placing an imitation bomb in a 
public place or making a phone call to re- 
port a bomb which does not exist 


bona fide purchaser /,bouno fardi 
'p3it fəsə/ noun a purchaser who buys 
something in good faith 

bona fides /,bouno 'faidi:z/, bona 
fide /,bauno 'fardi/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘good faith’ or ‘in good 
faith’ o He acted bona fide. o The re- 
spondent was not acting bona fides. o a 
bona fide offer an offer which is made 
honestly, which can be trusted 


bona vacantia /,bouno va'kentio/ 
noun property with no owner, or which 
does not have an obvious owner, and 
which usually passes to the Crown, as in 
the case of the estate of a person without 
living relatives dying without having 
made a will 

bond /bpnd/ noun 1. a contract docu- 
ment promising to repay money bor- 
rowed by a company or by the govern- 
ment o government bonds or treasury 
bonds 2. a contract document promising 
to repay money borrowed by a person 3. 
a signed legal document which binds one 
or more parties to do or not to do some- 
thing o goods (held) in bond goods held 
by the customs until duty has been paid o 
entry of goods under bond bringing 
goods into a country in bond o to take 
goods out of bond to pay duty on goods 
so that they can be released by the cus- 
toms 


bonded /'bondid/ adjective held in 
bond 


bonded goods /'bondid gudz/ plural 
noun goods which are held by the cus- 
toms under a bond until duty has been 
paid 

bondholder /'bpondhəuldə/ noun 
somebody who holds government bonds 


bondsman /'bondzmon/, bondsper- 
son noun somebody who has stood 
surety for another person 


book /buk/ noun o to bring someone 
to book to find a suspect and charge him 
with a crime o to throw the book at 
someone to charge someone with every 
possible crime (informal) o If ever we get 
the gang in the police station, we’ll 
throw the book at them. = verb 1. to order 
or to reserve something o to book a room 
in a hotel or a table at a restaurant or a 
ticket on a plane o I booked a table for 
7.45. o He booked a ticket through to 
Cairo. o to book someone into a hotel, 
onto a flight to order a room or a plane 
ticket for someone 2. to charge someone 
with a crime (informal) o He was booked 
for driving on the wrong side of the road. 


book value /'buk velju:/ noun the 
value of a company’s assets as shown in 
the company accounts 

boot camp /'bu:t kemp/ noun US a 
camp providing a form of treatment for 
young offenders where they are subject- 
ed to harsh discipline for a short period 


bootleg /'bu:tleg/ adjective (of 
alcohol) illegally produced and sold 


bootlegger /'bu:tlega/ noun some- 
body who makes or supplies illicit alco- 
hol 


bootlegging /‘bu:tlegin/ noun 1. the 
production of illicit alcohol 2. the pro- 
duction of illegal records or tapes from 
live concerts 


borrow /'bprav/ verb 1. to take money 
from someone for a time, possibly pay- 
ing interest for it, and repaying it at the 
end of the period o He borrowed £1,000 
from the bank. o The company had to 
borrow heavily to repay its debts. o They 
borrowed £25,000 against the security of 
the factory. 2. to steal (slang) 
borrower /'boraua/ noun somebody 
who borrows o Borrowers from the bank 
pay 12% interest. 

borrowing /'bprautn/ noun the action 
of borrowing money o The new factory 
was financed by bank borrowing. 
borrowing power /'borouin ,pavo/ 
noun the amount of money which a com- 
pany can borrow 

borrowings /'bvrournz/ plural noun 
money borrowed o The company’s bor- 
rowings have doubled. 


break 


borstal /'bo:st(a)l/ noun formerly, a 
centre where a young offender was sent 
for training after committing a crime 
which would normally be punishable by 
a prison sentence (NOTE: Now replaced 
by Young Offender Institutions.) 
boss /bps/ noun the head of a Mafia 
family or other criminal gang 
bottomry /'botomri/ noun the mort- 
gage of a ship or cargo 

bottomry bond /'bptəmri bond/ 
noun a bond which secures a ship or car- 
go against a loan 

bounce /bauns/ verb to be returned to 
the person who has tried to cash it, be- 
cause there is not enough money in the 
payer’s account to pay it (informal) o He 
paid for the car with a cheque that 
bounced. 

bound /baund/» duty bound 
boundary /'baund(oe)ri/, boundary 
line /'baund(s)ri lamn/ noun a line 
marking the edge of a piece of land 
owned by someone o The boundary dis- 
pute dragged through the courts for 
years. 

Boundary Commission 
/,baund(a)ri kə'mıf(ə)n/ noun a com- 
mittee which examines the area and pop- 
ulation of constituencies for the House of 
Commons and recommends changes to 
ensure that each Member of Parliament 
represents approximately the same 
number of people 

bounty /‘baunti/ noun a payment 
made by government to someone who 
has saved lives or found treasure 

box /boks/ noun» witness box 


box file /‘bpks fatl/ noun a cardboard 
box for holding documents 

bracelets /'bretslats/ plural noun 
handcuffs (slang) 

branch /bra:ntf/ noun 1. a local office 
of a bank or large business o The bank or 
the store has branches in most towns in 
the south of the country. o The insurance 
company has closed its branches in 
South America. o He is the manager of 
our local branch of Lloyds bank. o We 
have decided to open a branch office in 
Chicago. o The manager of our branch 
in Lagos or of our Lagos branch. 2. a lo- 
cal shop of a large chain of shops 3. a 


part or separate section of a area of 
knowledge or study such as the law o The 
Law of Contract and the Law of Tort are 
branches of civil law. 4. » Special 
Branch 

branded goods /brendid 'gudz/ 
plural noun goods sold under brand 
names 

brand name /'breend ne1m/ noun the 
name of a particular make of product 
breach /bri:tf/ noun 1. failure to carry 
out the terms of an agreement o They al- 
leged that a breach of international obli- 
gations had been committed. 0 in breach 
of failing to do something which was 
agreed, not acting according to o We are 
in breach of Community law. o The de- 


fendant is in breach of his statutory duty. 


2. failure to obey the law o The soldier 
was charged with a serious breach of dis- 
cipline. 
COMMENT: Anyone can arrest a per- 
son who is committing a breach of 
peace; a policeman can arrest some- 
one who is committing a breach of the 
peace without charging him. 
breach of confidence /bri:tf ov 
'konfid(9)ns/ noun the release of confi- 
dential information without permission 
breach of contract /bri:tf ov 
‘kontrekt/ noun an act of breaking the 
terms of a contract o the company is in 
breach of contract the company has 
failed to carry out what was agreed in the 
contract 
breach of promise /,bri:tf ov 
‘promis/ noun formerly, a complaint in 
court that someone had promised to mar- 
ry the claimant and then had not done so 
breach of the peace /bri:tf əv do 
'pi:s/ noun the act of creating a distur- 
bance which is likely to annoy or fright- 
en people 
breach of trust /,bri:tf ov 'trast/ 
noun a failure on the part of a trustee to 
act properly in regard to a trust 
breach of warranty /,bri:tf ov 
‘woroanti/ noun a failure to supply goods 
which not meet the standards of the war- 
ranty applied to them 
break /breik/ noun a short space of 
time when you can rest o The court ad- 
journed for a ten-minute break. m verb 1. 
a to break the law to do something 


breakages 


which is against the law o If you hit a po- 
liceman you will be breaking the law. o 
He is breaking the law by parking on the 
pavement. o The company broke section 
26 of the Companies Act. 2. o The com- 
pany has broken the contract or the 
agreement. o to break a contract to fail 
to carry out the duties of a contract o The 
company has broken the contract or the 
agreement. o to break an engagement 
to do something not to do what has been 
agreed 

breakages /'bre1kid31z/ plural noun 
items that have been broken o Customers 
are expected to pay for breakages. 


break down / bretk 'daun/ verb 1. to 
stop working because of mechanical fail- 
ure o The two-way radio has broken 
down. o What do you do when your 
squad car breaks down? 2. to stop o ne- 
gotiations broke down after six hours o 
Their marriage broke down and they sep- 
arated. 3. to show all the items in a total 
list o We broke the crime figures down 
into crimes against the person and 
crimes against property. o Can you break 
down this invoice into spare parts and la- 
bour? 

breakdown /'bretk,daun/ noun 1. an 
occasion of stopping work because of 
mechanical failure o We cannot commu- 
nicate with our squad car because of the 
breakdown of the radio link. 2. a situa- 
tion in which something such as discus- 
sions or negotiations fail or begin to fail 
oa breakdown in talks 3. n irretrievable 
breakdown of a marriage situation 
where the two spouses can no longer live 
together, where the marriage cannot be 
saved and therefore divorce proceedings 
can be started 4. the process of showing 
details item by item o Give me a break- 
down of the latest clear-up figures. 
break in /,brerk '1n/ verb to go into a 
building by force in order to steal o Bur- 
glars broke in through a window at the 
back of the house. 

break-in /'bretk 1n/ noun the crime of 
breaking into a house (informal) o There 
have been three break-ins in our street in 
one week. 

breaking and entering /,brerkiy 
ond 'entorin/ noun the crime of going 
into a building by force and stealing 


things o He was charged with breaking 
and entering. ) housebreaking 

break into /,brerk 'tnta/ verb to go 
into a building by force to steal things o 
Their house was broken into while they 
were on holiday. o Looters broke into the 
supermarket. 

break off /,brerk 'of/ verb to stop o We 
broke off the discussion at midnight. o 
Management broke off negotiations with 
the union. 

break up /,bretk 'ap/ verb 1. to split 
something large into small sections o 
The company was broken up and sepa- 
rate divisions sold off. 2. to come to an 
end, or make something come to an end 
o The meeting broke up at 12.30. o The 
police broke up the protest meeting. 
breathalyse /'breQalaiz/ verb to test 
someone’s breath using a breathalyser 
breathalyser /'breQalaiza/ noun a 
device for testing the amount of alcohol 
a person has drunk by testing his or her 
breath 

breath test /'breð test/ noun a test 
where a person’s breath is sampled to es- 
tablish the amount of alcohol he or she 
has drunk 

bribe /bratb/ noun money offered cor- 
ruptly to someone to get him to do some- 
thing to help you o The police sergeant 
was dismissed for taking bribes. a verb 
to give someone a bribe o He bribed the 
police sergeant to get the charges 
dropped. 

bribery /‘brarb(a)ri/ noun the crime of 
giving someone a bribe o Bribery in the 
security warehouse is impossible to 
stamp out. 

bridewell /'brarwel/ noun the cells in 
a police station (slang) 

brief /bri:f/ noun 1. details of a client’s 
case, prepared by a solicitor and given to 
the barrister who is going to argue the 
case in court 2. a lawyer or barrister 
(slang) = verb to explain something to 
someone in detail o The superintendent 
briefed the press on the progress of the 
investigation. 0 to brief a barrister to 
give a barrister all the details of the case 
which he or she will argue in court 
briefing /‘bri:f1/ noun an occasion 
when someone is given details about 
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business 


something that is going to happen o All 
the detectives on the case attended a 
briefing given by the commander. 


bring forward /,brin 'fo:wod/ verb to 
make earlier o to bring forward the date 
of repayment o The date of the hearing 
has been brought forward to March. 


bring in/,briy 'm/ verb to decide a ver- 
dict o The jury brought in a verdict of not 
guilty. 

bring up /,brig 'ap/ verb to refer to 
something for the first time o The chair- 
man brought up the question of corrup- 
tion in the police force. 


brothel /'bro8(ə)l/ noun a house where 
sexual intercourse is offered for money 


bug /bag/ noun a small device which 
can record conversations secretly and 
send them to a secret radio receiver o The 
cleaners planted a bug under the law- 
yer’s desk. Also called bugging device, 
surveillance device m verb to place a 
secret device in a place so that conversa- 
tions can be heard and recorded secretly 
o The agents bugged the President’s of- 
fice. 


buggery /'bagori/ noun a notifiable 
offence of sexual intercourse with ani- 
mals, or rectal intercourse with man or 
woman 


bugging device /'bagin d1,vats/ 
noun same as bug o Police found a bug- 
ging device under the lawyer’s desk. 


building permit /‘bildin ,ps:mit/ 
noun an official document which allows 
someone to build on a piece of land 


Bullock order /‘bulak ,o:da/ noun in 
civil proceedings where the claimant has 
succeeded in establishing a claim against 
one defendant but has failed in relation to 
the second defendant, an order that re- 
quires the claimant to pay the successful 
defendant’s costs but allows the money 
which will come from the unsuccessful 
defendant to be included 


bumping /‘bampin/ noun 1. a series 
of movements of staff between jobs 
which results in the final person in the 
chain being made redundant 2. US a sit- 
uation where a senior employee takes the 
place of a junior employee 


bunco /'bankou/ noun a dishonest act 
of cheating someone out of money, usu- 
ally at cards (slang) 

bundle /'band(a)I/ noun» trial bundle 
burden of proof /,bs:d(o)n ov 
‘pru:f/ noun the duty to prove that some- 
thing which has been alleged in court is 
true o to discharge a burden of proof to 
prove something which has been alleged 
in court o the burden of proof is on the 
prosecution the prosecution must prove 
that what it alleges is true 

bureau /'bjuərəu/ noun an office 
which specialises in particular work 
burglar /'bs:gla/ noun a person who 
steals or tries to steal goods from proper- 
ty, or who enters property intending to 
commit a crime 

burglar alarm /'ba:glor a,la:m/ noun 
a bell which is set to ring when someone 
tries to break into a house or shop o As he 
put his hand through the window he set 
off the burglar alarm. 

burglarise, burglarize verb US to 
steal goods from property (informal) 
burglary /'bs:gləri/ noun the crime of 
going into a building at night, usually by 
force, and stealing things o He was 
charged with burglary. o There has been 
a series of burglaries in our street. 
burgle /'bs:g(9)l/ verb to steal goods 
from property o The school was burgled 
when the caretaker was on holiday. 
burn /bs:n/ verb to destroy by fire o 
The chief accountant burned the docu- 
ments before the police arrived. (NOTE: 
burning — burned or burnt) 

burn down /,bs:n 'daun/ verb to de- 
stroy completely in a fire 

business /'biznis/ noun 1. the work 
of buying or selling o on business on 
commercial work 2. a commercial com- 
pany o He owns a small car repair busi- 
ness. o She runs a business from her 
home. o He set up in business as an in- 
surance broker. 3. something that has to 
be discussed or dealt with o The main 
business of the meeting was finished by 3 
p.m. o any other business an item at the 
end of an agenda, where any matter can 
be raised. Abbreviation AOB n move the 
business forward go on to the next item 
on the agenda 


business call 


business call /‘biznts ko:l/ noun a 
visit to talk to someone on business 
business day /'biznis det/ noun any 
day except Saturdays, Sundays or bank 
holidays 

business expenses /'biznis_ 1k 
Spensiz/ plural noun money spent on 
running a business, not on stock or assets 
business hours /'biznis ,avoz/ plu- 
ral noun the period, usually between 9 
a.m. and 5-6 p.m., when a business is 
staffed and open to the public 
business letter /'biznis ,leta/ nouna 
letter which deals with business matters 
business name /'biznis ne1m/ noun 
the name under which a firm or company 
trades 

business practices =_//'biznis 
\preektisiz/ plural noun ways of manag- 
ing or working in business, industry or 
trade 

business premises /'bıznıs 
,premisiz/ plural noun a building or set 


of buildings and land used for the pur- 
pose of carrying out a business activity 
business transaction /‘biznis tren 
,zekJon/ noun the activity or an act of 
buying or selling something 

bust /bast/ verb to catch and punish 
someone for doing something that is ille- 
gal 


bylaw /'barls:/, byelaw, by-law, bye- 
law noun 1. arule governing an aspect of 
the internal running of a corporation, 
club or association such as number of 
meetings or election of officers 2. a rule 
or law made by a local authority or pub- 
lic body and not by central government o 
The bylaws forbid playing ball in the 
public gardens. o According to the local 
bylaws, noise must be limited in the town 
centre. 
COMMENT: Bylaws must be made by 
bodies which have been authorized by 
Parliament before they can become le- 
gally effective. 


C 


© the copyright symbol 
COMMENT: The symbol adopted by the 
Universal Copyright Convention in Ge- 
neva in 1952. Publications bearing the 
symbol are automatically covered by 
the convention. The copyright line in a 
book should give the © followed by the 
name of the copyright holder and the 
date. 

CAB abbreviation Citizens’ Advice Bu- 


reau 
cadaver /kə'dævə/ noun US a dead 
human body (NOTE: The British term is 
corpse.) 

cadet /ka'det/ noun a trainee police of- 
ficer o He has entered the police cadet 
college. o She joined the police force as 
a cadet. 

calendar /'kælındə/ noun a book or 
set of sheets of paper showing all the 
days and months in a year o a desk cal- 
endar 

calendar month /'kælındə man0/ 
noun a whole month as on a calendar, 
from the Ist to the 28th, 30th or 31st 
calendar year /,kelinda 'jrə/ noun 
one year from the 1st January to 31st De- 
cember 

call /ko:1/ noun 1. a conversation on the 
telephone 2. a demand for repayment of 
a loan by a lender 3. a demand by a com- 
pany to pay for shares 4. the admission 
of a barrister to the bar 5. a particular 
number of years a barrister has practised 
at the bar o he is ten years’ call he has 
been practising for ten years 6. a visit o 
The doctor makes six calls a day. = verb 
1. to telephone to someone o 7 shall call 
you at your office tomorrow. 2. to admit 
someone to the bar to practise as a barris- 
ter o He was called (to the bar) in 1989. 
call in /,k9:1 'm/ verb 1. to ask someone 
to come to help o The local police decid- 


ed to call in the CID to help in the mur- 
der hunt. 2. to ask for plans to be sent to 
the ministry for examination o The min- 
ister has called in the plans for the new 
supermarket. 

camera /'kzm(9)ro/» in camera 
campaign /kem'pem/ noun a 
planned method of working o The gov- 
ernment has launched a campaign 
against drunken drivers. m verb to try to 
change something by writing about it, or- 
ganising protest meetings or lobbying 
Members of Parliament o They are cam- 
paigning for the abolition of the death 
penalty or they are campaigning against 
the death penalty. o She is campaigning 
for the re-introduction of the death pen- 
alty. o He is campaigning for a revision 
of the Official Secrets Act. 
campaigner /kæm'pernə/ noun a 
person who is working actively to sup- 
port an issue or organisation o He is an 
experienced political campaigner. o She 
is a campaigner for women’s rights. 
cancel /'kensol/ verb 1. to stop some- 
thing which has been agreed or planned 
o to cancel an appointment or a meeting 
o to cancel a contract 2. n to cancel a 
cheque to stop payment of a cheque 
which you have signed 

cancellandi » animus cancellandi 
cancellation /,kznso'le1f(9)n/ noun 
the act of stopping something which has 
been agreed or planned o cancellation of 
an appointment o cancellation of an 
agreement 

cancellation clause  /,kznso 
‘le1f(a)n klo:z/ noun a clause in a con- 
tract which states the terms on which the 
contract may be cancelled 

candidacy /'kendidosi/, candida- 
ture /'kændıdət fə/ noun the state of be- 


candidate 


ing a candidate o The Senator has an- 
nounced his candidacy for the Presiden- 
tial election. 


candidate /'kendideit/ noun 1. 
somebody who applies for a job o There 
are six candidates for the post of security 
guard. o We interviewed ten candidates 
for the job. 2. somebody who puts them- 
selves forward for election o Which can- 
didate are you voting for? 


canon law /,kzenon 'lo:/ noun law ap- 
plied by the Anglican and Roman Catho- 
lic churches to priests (NOTE: Formerly it 
was also applied to other members of 
the church in cases of marriage, legiti- 
macy and personal property.) 


capacity /ko'pesiti/ noun 1. the 
amount of something which can be pro- 
duced or contained 2. the amount of 
space that exists somewhere 3. ability o 
He has a particular capacity for hard 
work. 4. the ability to enter into a legally 
binding agreement, which is one of the 
essential elements of a contract o person 
of full age and capacity person who is 
over eighteen years of age and of sound 
mind, and therefore able to enter into a 
contract 5. a role or job o in his capacity 
as chairman acting as chairman o 
speaking in an official capacity speak- 
ing officially 


capax » doli capax 


capias /'kæpiæs/ phrase a Latin word 
meaning ‘that you take’: used in phrases 
to indicate that several writs have been 
issued together 


capias ad respondendum 
/kæpiæs æd ,respon'dendəm/ noun a 
writ for the arrest of a defendant and an 
order to attend court 


capita /‘kzpito/» per capita 


capital /‘kzpit(9)I/ noun 1. the money, 
property and assets used in a business o 
to make political capital out of some- 
thing to use something to give you an ad- 
vantage in politics o The Opposition 
made a lot of capital out of the Minister’s 
mistake on TV. ù expenditure 2. a town 
or city where the government of a prov- 
ince or country is situated o London is 
the capital of England and Washington is 
the capital of the USA. 


capital allowance /,kzpit(ol ə 
‘lavons/ noun a variable tax reduction 
resulting from the expenditure on items 
such as plant and machinery used in con- 
nection with the business 

capital assets /,kepit(s)l 'æsets/ 
plural noun property or machinery 
which a company owns and uses in its 
business 

capital crime /kepit(s)l 'krarm/ 
noun a crime for which the punishment 
is death (NOTE: In the UK the only capi- 
tal crime is now treason.) 

capital expenditure /,kepit(a)l 1k 
'spenditfa/ noun 1. money spent on as- 
sets such as property or machinery 2. the 
major costs of a council or central gov- 
ernment, such as schools, roads, hospi- 
tals, etc. 

capital gains /,kzpit(9)l 'gemz/ plu- 
ral noun money made by selling a fixed 
asset or by selling shares at a profit 
capital gains tax /,kzprt(o)l 'gemz 
,teeks/ noun the tax payable where an as- 
set has increased in value during the pe- 
riod of ownership. Abbreviation CGT 
capital goods /‘kezpit(a)l gudz/ plu- 
ral noun machinery, buildings and raw 
materials which are used in the produc- 
tion of goods 

capital letters /,kzepit(o)l 'letəz/ plu- 
ral noun letters written as A, B, C, D, 
etc., and not as a, b, c, d, etc. o Write your 
name in block capitals at the top of the 


form. 


capital levy /,kzpit(o)l 'levi/ noun a 
tax on the value of a person’s property 
and possessions 

capital loss /kzpit(o)l 'los/ noun a 
loss made by selling assets 

capital punishment /,kzprt(o)l 
'‘panifmon(a)t/ noun punishment of a 
criminal by execution 

capital transfer tax /,kzprt(o)l 
'treensfs: ,teeks/ noun a tax paid on the 
transfer of capital or assets from one per- 
son to another. Abbreviation CTT 
Capitol /‘kepit(s)l/ noun US the 
building in Washington, D.C. where the 
US Senate and House of Representatives 
meet 

Capitol Hill /,keprt(o)l 'hil/ noun US 
the hill on which the Capitol building 
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case management conference 


stands, together with other important 
government buildings 

caption /'kæpfən/ noun a formal 
heading for an indictment, affidavit or 
other court document, giving details 
such as the names of the parties, the court 
which is hearing the case, and relevant 
reference numbers 

card file /'ka:d fa1l/ noun information 
kept in alphabetical order on small cards 
card holder /ka:d ,havlda/ noun a 
frame which protects a card or a message 
card sharper /‘ka:d ,fa:pa/ noun 
somebody who makes a living by cheat- 
ing at cards 

care /keə/ noun 1. the act of looking af- 
ter someone o The children were put in 
the care of the social services depart- 
ment. 2. the activity of making sure that 
someone is not harmed 

care and control /,keə ən kən'trəul/ 
noun responsibility for day-to-day deci- 
sions relating to the welfare of a child 
careless /'keələs/ adjective without 
paying attention to other people o care- 
less driving driving without due care and 
attention o causing death by careless 
driving the offence committed by an in- 
dividual who is unfit to drive as a result 
drink or drugs, causing the death of an- 
other person 

care order /'keə ,o:da/ noun a court 
order placing a child under the care of a 
local authority, granted when the child is 
suffering or likely to suffer significant 
harm if it continues to remain under its 
parents care 

care proceedings /'keə pro,si:dinz/ 
plural noun court proceedings to deter- 
mine whether a child should be made the 
subject of a care order. ù care order 
car insurance /'ka:r 1n,fuərəns/ 
noun insuring a car, the driver and pas- 
sengers in case of accident 
carriageway /'kærıdz3we1/ noun a 
public way where people have a right to 
go in vehicles 

carrier /'kæriə/ noun a person or com- 
pany which takes goods from one place 
to another 

carrier’s lien /,kzrioz 'li:ən/ noun the 
right of a carrier to hold goods until he or 
she has been paid for carrying them 


carry /'kæri/ verb 1. to take from one 
place to another o The train was carrying 
a consignment of cars. n carrying offen- 
sive weapons the offence of holding a 
weapon or something such as a bottle 
which could be used as a weapon 2. to 
vote to approve o the motion was car- 
ried the motion was accepted after a vote 
3. to be punishable by o The offence car- 
ries a maximum sentence of two years’ 
imprisonment. 


carte blanche /ka:t 'blaintf/ 
phrase permission given by someone to 
another person, allowing him or her to 
act in any way necessary to achieve 
something o He has carte blanche to act 
on behalf of the company or the company 
has given him carte blanche to act on its 
behalf. 


case /kers/ noun 1. a possible crime 
and its investigation by the police o We 
have three detectives working on the 
case. o The police are treating the case 
as murder or are treating it as a murder 
case. o We had six cases of looting dur- 
ing the night. 2. o the case is being 
heard next week the case is coming to 
court 3. a set of arguments or facts put 
forward by one side in legal proceedings 
o Defence counsel put his case. o There 
is a strong case against the accused. a 
the case rests all the arguments for one 
side have been put forward o no case to 
answer submission by the defence (after 
the prosecution has put its case) that the 
case should be dismissed m verb o to 
case a joint to look at a building careful- 
ly before deciding how to break into it 
(slang) 
COMMENT: A case is referred to by the 
names of the parties, the date and the 
reference source where details of it 
can be found: Smith v. Jones 1985 2 
W.L.R. 250 This shows that the case 
involved Smith as plaintiff and Jones 
as defendant, it was heard in 1985, 
and is reported in the second volume 
of the Weekly Law Reports for that 
year on page 250. 
case law /'kers lo:/ noun law estab- 
lished by precedents, that is by the deci- 
sions of courts in earlier similar cases 


case management conference 
/keis ,menid3zmont = 'konf(9)rans/ 
noun a court hearing fixed when a case is 


case stated 


allocated to the fast track, when the par- 
ties involved and their legal representa- 
tives are asked about their preparations 
for the case and the court decides on mat- 
ters such as the disclosure of documents 
and expert evidence 


case stated /,kets 'stertid/ noun a 
statement of the facts of a case which has 
been heard in a lower court such as a 
Magistrates’ Court, drawn up so that a 
higher court such as the High Court can 
decide on an appeal o She appealed by 
way of case stated. o The Appeal Court 
dismissed the appeal by way of case stat- 
ed. 

case summary /,kets 'samori/ noun 
a short document of not more than 500 
words prepared by a claimant to help the 
court understand what the case is about 
cash items /'kef ,attomz/ plural 
noun goods sold for cash 

cash offer /'kæf ,pfo/ noun an offer to 
pay in cash 

cash on delivery /kef on dr 
'lıv(ə)ri/ noun payment in cash when the 
goods are delivered 

cash reserves /'kæf r1,z3:vz/ plural 
noun a company’s reserves in cash de- 
posits or bills kept in case of urgent need 
cash settlement /,kz/ 'set(a)Imont/ 
noun the payment of an invoice in cash, 
not by cheque 

cash terms /'kæf t3:mz/ plural noun 
lower terms which apply if the customer 
pays cash 

cash transaction /'kæf tren 
,zekJon/ noun a transaction paid for in 
cash 

cast /kaist/ verb o to cast a vote to vote 
o The number of votes cast in the election 
was 125,458. 

casting vote /,ka:stin 'vaut/ noun a 
vote used by the chair in a case where the 
votes for and against a proposal are equal 
o The chairman has a casting vote. o He 
used his casting vote to block the motion. 
(NOTE: casting — cast — has cast) 
casual /'kæ3uəl/ adjective not perma- 
nent or not regular o a casual employee 
casual labour /,kz3ual 'letba/ noun 
people who are hired to work for a short 
period 


casual work /'kæ3uəl wa:k/ noun 
work where people are hired for a short 
period 

casus belli /,ka:zas 'beli:/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘case for war’: a 
reason which is used to justify a declara- 
tion of war 

category /'kztig(a)ri/ noun a type of 
item o The theft comes into the category 
of petty crime. 

category A prisoner /,ketig(o)ri e1 
'prız(ə)nə/ noun a prisoner who is re- 
garded as a danger to the public and must 
be closely guarded to prevent escape 
category B prisoner /,kztrg(o)ri 
bi: 'priz(9)no/ noun a prisoner who is 
less dangerous than a category A prison- 
er but who still has to be guarded careful- 
ly to prevent escape 

category C prisoner /,kztig(o)ri 
si: 'priz(a)ne/ noun a prisoner who is 
not likely to try to escape, but who can- 
not be kept in an open prison 
category D prisoner /,kztig(o)ri 
di: 'priz(a)no/ noun a reliable prisoner 
who can be kept in an open prison 
causa » donatio mortis causa 
cause /k9:z/ noun 1. something which 
makes something happen o to show 
cause to appear before a court to show 
why an order nisi should not be made ab- 
solute o The judgment debtor was given 
fourteen days in which to show cause 
why the charging order should not be 
made absolute. 2. legal proceedings m 
verb to make something happen o The 
recession caused hundreds of bankrupt- 
cies. 

cause list /‘ko:z list/ noun a list of 
cases which are to be heard by a court 
cause of action /,ko:z ov 'ækfən/ 
noun the reasons that entitle someone to 
start legal proceedings 


caution /'ko:f(9)n/ noun 1. a warning 
from a police officer, telling someone not 
to repeat a minor crime o The boys were 
let off with a caution. 2. a warning by a 
police officer to someone who is to be 
charged with a crime that what he or she 
says may be used as evidence in a trial o 
He typed his confession under caution. 
3. a document lodged at the Land Regis- 
try to prevent land or property being sold 


certificate of judgment 


without notice to the cautioner (NOTE: In 
senses 2 and 3 caution can be used 
without the or a: to lodge caution.) m 
verb 1. to warn someone that what he or 
she has done is wrong and should not be 
repeated o The policeman cautioned the 
boys after he caught them stealing fruit. 
2. to warn someone who is to be charged 
with a crime that what he or she says may 
be used as evidence in a trial o The ac- 
cused was arrested by the detectives and 
cautioned. 

cautioner /'ko:f(ə)nə/ noun some- 
body who lodges caution at the Land 
Registry 

caveat /'kæviæt/ noun a warning o to 
enter a caveat to warn legally that you 
have an interest in a case or a grant of 
probate, and that no steps can be taken 
without notice to you 

caveat emptor /kevizt 'empto:/ 
phrase ‘let the buyer beware’: used to 
show that the buyer is personally respon- 
sible for checking that what he or she 
buys is in good order 

caveator /'kevizto/ noun somebody 
who warns the court not to give probate 
without asking his or her consent 

CB abbreviation confined to barracks 
CC abbreviation Chief Constable 

CCR abbreviation County Court Rules 
CD abbreviation certificate of deposit 


CDS abbreviation Criminal Defence 
Service 

cease and desist order /si:s on di 
zīst 'orda/ noun US a court order tell- 
ing someone to stop doing something 
cell /sel/ noun a small room in a prison 
or police station where a criminal can be 
kept locked up o She was put in a small 
cell for the night. o He shares a cell with 
two other prisoners. 

cellmate /'selmeit/ noun somebody 
who shares a prison cell with someone 
else 

censor /'sensə/ noun an official whose 
job is to say whether books, films or TV 
programmes, etc., are acceptable and can 
be published or shown to the public o 
The film was cut or was banned or was 
passed by the censor. m verb to say that a 
book, film or TV programme, etc., can- 
not be shown or published because it is 


not considered right to do so o All press 
reports are censored by the government. 
o The news of the riots was censored. o 
The TV report has been censored and 
only parts of it can be shown. 


censorship /'sensəf1ıp/ noun the act 
of censoring o TV reporters complained 
of government censorship. o The govern- 
ment has imposed strict press censorship 
or censorship of the press. 


censure /'senfə/ noun a criticism m 
verb to criticise 


Central Criminal Court /,sentrol 
'krımın(ə)l ko:t/ noun the Crown Court 
in central London. Also called Old Bai- 
ley 

central government /,sentrəl 
‘gAv(a)nmont/ noun the main organisa- 
tion dealing with the affairs of the whole 
country 


central office /,sentral 'pf1s/ noun 
the main office which controls all small- 
er offices 


centre /'sentə/ noun an office or build- 
ing where people can go for information 
and advice. ù Legal Aid Centre (NOTE: 
The US spelling is center.) 


certificate /so'tifikot/ noun an offi- 
cial document which shows that some- 
thing is true 

certificated bankrupt /so tiftkertid 
‘beykrapt/ noun a bankrupt who has 
been discharged from bankruptcy with a 
certificate to show that he or she was not 
at fault 


certificate of approval /sa,trfikat 
av a'prurv(a)l/ noun a document show- 
ing that an item has been officially ap- 
proved 

certificate of deposit /so,trftkot ov 
di'ppozit/ noun a document from a bank 
showing that money has been deposited. 
Abbreviation CD 

certificate of incorporation /sə 
itrftkot ov m,korpo'rerf(a)n/ noun a 
certificate issued by the Registrar of 
Companies showing that a company has 
been officially incorporated and the date 
at which it came into existence 
certificate of judgment /sa,trfikat 
av 'd3ad3mont/ noun an official docu- 
ment showing the decision of a court 


certificate of origin 


certificate of origin /sa,tiftkat ov 
‘prid3in/ noun a document showing 
where goods were made or produced 
certificate of registration /so 
jtifikot ov ,red3i'streif(a)n/ noun a 
document showing that an item has been 
registered 

certificate of registry /so,tiftket ov 
‘red3istri/ noun a document showing 
that a ship has been officially registered 
certificate of service /so,tifikot ov 
'ssivis/ noun a certificate by which a 
court proves that a document was sent 
and is deemed to have been served 
certified accountant /,ss:tifaid ə 
'kauntənt/ noun an accountant who has 
passed the professional examinations 
and is a member of the Chartered Asso- 
ciation of Certified Accountants 
certified cheque /,ss:tifaid 'tfek/ 
nouna cheque which a bank says is good 
and will be paid out of money put aside 
from the bank account 

certified copy /ss:tifard 'kppi/ 
noun a document which is certified as 
being exactly the same in content as the 
original 

certify /'ss:t1,fat/ verb to make an offi- 
cial declaration in writing o J certify that 
this is a true copy. o The document is cer- 
tified as a true copy. 

certiorari /,ss:tio'ra:ri/ phrase a Lat- 
in word meaning ‘to be informed’ 
cessate grant /'seseit ,graint/ noun 
a special grant of probate made because 
of the incapacity of an executor, or a 
grant made to renew a grant which has 
expired 

cesser /'sesa/ noun (of a mortgage, 
charter, etc.) the ending 

cession /'sef(9)n/ noun the act of giv- 
ing up property to someone, especially a 
creditor 

CFI abbreviation Court of First Instance 
CGT abbreviation capital gains tax 
chair /tfea/ noun the role of chairper- 
son presiding over a meeting o to be in 
the chair o She was voted into the chair. 
o She is Chair of the Finance Committee. 
o This can be done by Chair’s action and 
confirmed later. o Mr Jones took the 
chair Mr Jones presided over the meet- 
ing o to address the chair in a meeting, 


to speak to the chairman and not directly 
to the rest of the people at the meeting o 
to ask a question through the chair to 
ask someone a question directly, by 
speaking to him or her through the chair- 
man o May I ask the councillor through 
the chair why he did not declare his in- 
terest in the matter? m verb to preside 
over a meeting o The meeting was 
chaired by Mrs Smith. 


chairman /'tfeaman/ noun 1. a person 
who is in charge of a meeting and holds 
the casting vote o chairman of the mag- 
istrates or of the bench o Mr Howard was 
chairman or acted as chairman. o Mr 
Chairman, Madam Chairman way of 
speaking to the chairman 2. a person 
who presides over meetings of a Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons or of a 
local council 3. somebody who presides 
over the board meetings of a company o 
the chairman of the board or the compa- 
ny chairman 

chairman and managing director 
/tfeamon on ,meenid3in dar'rektə/ 
noun a managing director who is also 
chairman of the board of directors 
chairman of the justices 
/tfeəmən əv ðr 'dzastiss/ noun the 
chief magistrate in a magistrates’ court 
chairmanship /'tfeamonfip/ noun 
the role of being a chairman o the com- 
mittee met under the chairmanship of 
Mr Jones Mr Jones chaired the meeting 
of the committee 

chairperson /'tfeap3:s(a)n/ noun a 
person who is in charge of a meeting and 
holds the casting vote 

chairwoman /'tfeawumoan/ noun a 
woman who is in charge of a meeting and 
holds the casting vote 

challenge /'tfzlind3/ noun the act of 
objecting to a decision and asking for it 
to be set aside m verb to refuse to accept 
a juror or piece of evidence o to chal- 
lenge a sentence passed by magistrates 
by appeal to the Crown Court 
challenge for cause /,tfzlind3 fo 
'korz/ noun US an objection to a pro- 
posed juror, stating the reasons for the 
objection 

challenge without cause 
/tfeelind3 wi'daut ko:z/ noun US an 


charge 


objection to a proposed juror, not stating 
the reasons for the objection 

chamber /'tfermba/ noun a room 
where a committee or legislature meets o 
The meeting will be held in the council 
chamber. 

chambers /'t fermboaz/ plural noun 1. 
the offices of a group of barristers who 
work together and share the same staff 
(NOTE: actually called ‘a set of cham- 
bers’) 2. the office of a judge o the judge 
heard the case in chambers in private 
rooms, without the public being present 
and not in open court 

champerty /'tfæmpəti/ noun former- 
ly, financial help given to a person start- 
ing a proceedings against a party, where 
the person giving help has a share in the 
damages to be recovered 

Chancellor /'tfa:ns(a)la/ noun 1. » 
Lord Chancellor 2. US a judge who 
presides over a court of equity 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster /,tfainsala ov ði: 'datfi/ noun 
a member of the British government with 
no specific responsibilities 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
/,tfamsoalor ov di: Iks'tfeka/ noun the 
chief finance minister in the British gov- 
ernment 

Chancery Bar /'tfa:nsori ba:/ noun 
the group of barristers who specialise in 
the Chancery Division 

Chancery business /,tfa:nsori 
'biznis/ noun the range of legal cases re- 
lating to the sale of land, mortgages, 
trusts, estates, bankruptcies, partner- 
ships, patents and copyrights, probate, 
and cases involving companies 
Chancery Court /'tfa:nsəri ko:t/ 
noun formerly, the court presided over 
by the Lord Chancellor, which estab- 
lished case law or equity 

Chancery Division /,tfa:nsori dı 
'v13(9)n/ noun one of the three divisions 
of the High Court, dealing with matters 
such as wills, partnerships and compa- 
nies, taxation and bankruptcies 
change of use /,tfemnd3 ov 'jurs/ 
noun an order allowing a property to be 
used in a different way, e.g. a house to be 
used as a business office, or a shop to be 
used as a factory 


channel /'tfæn(ə)l/ noun the way in 
which information or goods are passed 
from one place to another o to go 
through the official channels to deal 
with government officials, especially 
when making a request o to open up 
new channels of communication to find 
new ways of communicating with some- 
one 

chapter /'tfæptə/ noun 1. an official 
term for an Act of Parliament 2. US a 
section of an Act of Congress 

Chapter 7 /,tfapto 'sevan/ noun US 
a section of the US Bankruptcy Reform 
Act 1978 which sets out the rules for the 
liquidation of an incorporated company 
Chapter 11 /,t feepto 'ten/ noun US a 
section of the US Bankruptcy Reform 
Act 1978, which allows a corporation to 
be protected from demands made by its 
creditors for a period of time, while it is 
reorganised with a view to paying its 
debts. The officers of the corporation 
will negotiate with its creditors as to the 
best way of reorganising the business. 
Chapter 13 /tfæptə Os:r'ti:n/ noun 
US a section of the Bankruptcy Reform 
Act 1978 which allows a business to con- 
tinue trading and to pay off its creditors 
by regular monthly payments over a pe- 
riod of time 

character /'kærıktə/ noun the general 
qualities of a person which make him or 
her different from others o he is a man of 
good character he is an honest, hard- 
working or decent man o to give some- 
one a character reference to say that 
someone has good qualities o to intro- 
duce character evidence to produce 
witnesses to say that a person is of good 
or bad character 

charge /tfa:d3/ noun 1. money which 
must be paid as the price of a service o to 
make no charge for delivery o to make a 
small charge for rental o There is no 
charge for service or no charge is made 


for service. 2. 0 charge on land, charge 


over property a mortgage or liability on 
a property which has been used as secu- 
rity for a loan o charge by way of legal 
mortgage a way of borrowing money on 
the security of a property, where the 
mortgagor signs a deed which gives the 
mortgagee an interest in the property 3. 


chargeable 


an official statement in a court accusing 
someone of having committed a crime o 
He appeared in court on a charge of em- 
bezzling or on an embezzlement charge. 
o The clerk of the court read out the 
charges. o to answer charges to plead 
guilty or not guilty to a charge o the 
charges against him were withdrawn, 
dropped the prosecution decided not to 
continue with the trial o to press charges 
against someone to say formally that 
someone has committed a crime o He 
was very angry when his neighbour’s son 
set fire to his car, but decided not to press 
charges. 4. a set of instructions given by 
a judge to a jury, summing up the evi- 
dence and giving advice on the points of 
law which have to be considered m verb 
1. to ask someone to pay for services o to 
charge £5 for delivery o How much does 
he charge? o he charges £9 an hour he 
asks to be paid £9 for an hour’s work 2. 
(in a court) to accuse someone formally 
of having committed a crime o He was 
charged with embezzling his clients’ 
money. o They were charged with mur- 
der. (NOTE: You charge someone with a 
crime.) 


chargeable /'tfa:d3ab(a)l/ adjective 
being able to be charged 


chargee /tfa:'d3i:/ noun somebody 
who holds a charge over a property 


charge sheet /'tfa:d3 fi:t/ noun a 
document listing the charges which a 
magistrate will hear, listing the charges 
against the accused together with details 
of the crime committed 


charging order /'tfa:d3in ,o:do/ 
noun a court order made in favour of a 
judgment creditor granting them a 
charge over a debtor’s property 


charitable trust /'tfærrtəb(ə)l 
trast/, charitable corporation US 
/tfeeritab(9)l ,korpa'retf(9)n/ noun a 
trust which benefits the public as a 
whole, by promoting education or reli- 
gion, helping the poor or doing other 
useful work 

Charity Commissioners /'tfzriti 
kə,mıf(ə)nəz/ plural noun a UK body 
which governs charities and sees that 
they follow the law and use their funds 
for the purposes intended 


charter /'tfa:tə/ noun 1. a document 
from the Crown establishing a town, a 
corporation, a university or a company 2. 
the hire of transport for a special purpose 
o on charter to hired by o a boat on 
charter to Mr Smith 


chartered /'t fa:tad/ adjective 1. (of a 
company) set up by royal charter and not 
registered as a company 2. o chartered 
ship, bus, plane ship or bus or plane 
which has been hired for a special pur- 
pose 

Chartered Accountant /,tfa:tod ə 
'kauntont/ noun an accountant who has 
passed the professional examinations 
and is a member of the Institute of Char- 
tered Accountants 


charterer /'tfa:tora/ noun a person 
who hires a ship, plane or train for a spe- 
cial purpose 

chartering /‘tfa:torm/ noun the act of 
hiring a ship, plane or train for a special 
purpose 

charterparty /'tfa:topa:ti/ noun a 
contract where the owner of a ship char- 
ters it to someone for carrying goods 
chattel mortgage /'tfæt(ə)l 
smoigid3/ noun US a mortgage using 
personal property as security 

chattels personal /tfæt(ə)lz 
‘p3:s(a)n(a)l/ noun any property that is 
not real property 

chattels real /tfat(a)lz 'r1al/ noun 
leaseholds 


cheap labour /,tfizp 'lerbə/ noun 
workers who do not earn much money 
cheap money /,tfizp 'mani/ noun 
money which can be borrowed at a low 
rate of interest 


check /tfek/ noun 1. a sudden stop o to 
put a check on the sale of firearms to 
stop some firearms being sold 2. an in- 
vestigation or examination o a routine 
check of the fire equipment o The audi- 
tors carried out checks on the petty cash 
book. m verb 1. to stop or delay some- 
thing o to check the entry of contraband 
into the country 2. to examine or to in- 
vestigate o to check that an invoice is 
correct o to check and sign for goods o 
he checked the computer printout 
against the invoices he examined the 
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chose 


printout and the invoices to see if the fig- 
ures were the same 

check sample /'tfek ,sa:mp(o)l/ 
noun a sample to be used to see if a con- 
signment is acceptable 

cheque /t fek/, check US /tfek/ noun 
1. an order to a bank to pay money from 
your account to the person whose name 
is written on it 2. o to endorse a cheque 
to sign a cheque on the back to make it 
payable to someone else o to make out a 
cheque to someone to write out a cheque 
to someone o to pay by cheque to pay by 
writing a cheque, and not by using cash 
or a credit card o to pay a cheque into 
your account to deposit a cheque o to 
bounce a cheque to refuse to pay a 
cheque because there is not enough mon- 
ey in the account to pay it (informal) o 
the bank referred the cheque to draw- 
er the bank returned the cheque to person 
who wrote it because there was not 
enough money in the account to pay it o 
to sign a cheque to sign on the front of a 
cheque to show that you authorise the 
bank to pay the money from your ac- 
count o to stop a cheque to ask a bank 
not to pay a cheque which you have writ- 
ten 

cheque account /'tfek 9,kaunt/ 
noun a bank account which allows the 
customer to write cheques 

chief /t fi:f/ adjective o in chief in per- 
son 

Chief Constable /tfirf 
'kanstəb(ə)l/ noun the person in charge 
of a police force 

Chief Inspector /,tfi:f m'spekto/ 
noun a rank in the police force above In- 
spector or Superintendent 

Chief Inspector of Prisons /tfi:f 
In,spekta ov 'prizanz/ noun a govern- 
ment official who is the head of the In- 
spectorate of Prisons, and whose job is to 
inspect prisons to see that they are being 
run correctly and efficiently 

Chief Justice /,tfi:f 'd3astis/ noun 
1. US a senior judge in a court 2. the pre- 
siding justice of the US Supreme Court 
child /tfatld/ noun a person under the 
age of 18 


COMMENT: In Great Britain a child 
does not have full legal status until the 
age of eighteen. A contract is not bind- 


ing on achild, and a child cannot own 
land, cannot make a will, cannot vote, 
cannot drive a car (under the age of 
seventeen). A child cannot marry be- 
fore the age of sixteen, and can only 
marry between the ages of 16 and 18 
with written permission of his or her 
parents. A child who is less than ten 
years old is not considered capable of 
committing a crime; a child between 
ten and fourteen years of age may be 
considered capable of committing a 
crime if there is evidence of malice or 
knowledge, and so children of these 
ages can in certain circumstances be 
convicted. In criminal law the term 
‘child’ is used for children between the 
ages of 10 and 14; for children be- 
tween 14 and 17, the term ‘young per- 
son’ is used; all children are termed ‘ju- 
veniles’. 
child benefit /,tfatld 'benrfit/ noun 
money paid by the state to the person 
who is responsible for a child under 16 
years of age, or 19 if the child is in full- 
time education 


child destruction /,tfaild dr 
'strakfon/ noun the notifiable offence 
of killing an unborn child capable of be- 
ing born alive 


child in care /,tfatld ın 'keə/ noun a 
child who is the subject of a care order 
and is therefore in the care of the local 
social services department 


child stealing /‘tfatld ,sti:lm/ noun 
US the notifiable offence of taking away 
a child from its parents or guardian 


child support /'tfarld sa,po:t/ noun 
US money paid as part of a divorce set- 
tlement, to help maintain a child of di- 
vorced parents 


Child Support Agency /,tfarld so 
‘poit ,erdzansi/ noun an agency of the 
Department for Work and Pensions, cre- 
ated by the Child Support Act 1991, 
which has responsibility for the assess- 
ment, review, collection and enforce- 
ment of maintenance for children, which 
was previously supervised by the courts. 
Abbreviation CSA 

chose /tfauz/ French word meaning 
‘item’ or ‘thing’ o chose in action a per- 
sonal right which can be enforced or 
claimed as if it were property (such as a 
patent, copyright, debt or cheque) o 
chose in possession a physical thing 


Christmas Day 


which can be owned such as a piece of 
furniture 


Christmas Day /,krismas 'de1/ noun 
25th December, one of the four quarter 
days when rent is payable on land 


CID abbreviation Criminal Investigation 
department 
circuit /'sa:kit/ noun one of six divi- 
sions of England and Wales for legal pur- 
poses o He is a judge on the Welsh Cir- 
cuit. 
COMMENT: The six circuits are: North- 
ern, North-Eastern, Midland and Ox- 
ford, Wales and Chester, South-East- 
ern, and Western. 
circuit judge /'sa:kit d3ad3/ noun a 
judge in the Crown Court or a County 
Court 
circular letter /,ss:kjulo 'letə/ noun 
a letter sent to many people 
circulation /,s3:kju'lerf(9)n/ noun o 
to put money into circulation to issue 
new notes to business and the public 
circumstances /'ssikomstænsız/ 
plural noun the situation as it is when 
something happens o The police inspec- 
tor described the circumstances leading 
to the riot. ù extenuating circumstanc- 
es 


circumstantial /\ss:kom'stzn/(a)l/ 
adjective allowing someone to infer facts 
circumstantial evidence 
/s3ikomsteenf(a)l 'evıd(ə)ns/ noun 
evidence which suggests that something 
must have happened, but does not give 
firm proof of it 


citation /sai'te1f(a)n/ noun 1. an offi- 
cial request asking someone to appear in 
court (NOTE: used mainly in the Scottish 
and American courts) 2. the quoting of 
a legal case, authority or precedent 3. a 
set of words used in giving someone an 
award or honour, explaining why the 
award is being made 

citation clause /sar'terf(9)n klo:z/ 
noun a clause in a Bill which gives the 
short title by which it should be known 
when it becomes an Act 

cite /sart/ verb 1. to summon someone 
to appear in court 2. to refer to something 
o The judge cited several previous cases 
in his summing up. 3. to refer to an Act 
of Parliament using the short title o This 


Act may be cited as the Electronic Com- 
munications Act 1999. 


citizen /'sıtız(ə)n/ noun 1. somebody 
who lives in a city 2. somebody who has 
the nationality of a specific country o He 
is a French citizen by birth. 


Citizens’ Advice Bureau /,s1t1zonz 
ad'vais ,bjusrau/ noun an office where 
people can go to get free advice on legal 
and administrative problems. Abbrevia- 
tion CAB 


citizen’s arrest /,sitiz(o)nz ə'rest/ 
noun a right of a private person to arrest 
without a warrant someone suspected of 
committing a crime 


Citizen’s Charter /,s1tizonz 'tfa:to/ 
noun a promise by the government that 
people must be fairly dealt with, in par- 
ticular by government departments and 
state-controlled bodies 


citizenship /'sit1z(9)nJip/ noun the 
right of being a citizen of a country o The 
Treaty has established European citizen- 
ship for everyone who is a citizen of the 
Member State of the EU. 
COMMENT: A person has British citi- 
zenship if he is born in the UK and his 
father or mother is a British citizen, or 
if his father or mother has settled in the 
UK, or if he is adopted in the UK by a 
British citizen; British citizenship can 
also be granted to wives of British citi- 
zens. 
civic /'sıvık/ adjective referring to a 
city or the official business of running a 
city o Their civic pride showed in the 
beautiful gardens to be found every- 
where in the city. 


civic centre /,stvik 'sentə/ noun the 
main offices of a city council 

civic dignitaries /,stvik 
'dignit(a)riz/ plural noun the mayor and 
other senior officials of a city or town 


civil /'stv(o)l/ adjective 1. referring to 
the rights and duties of private persons or 
corporate bodies, as opposed to criminal, 
military or ecclesiastical bodies 2. refer- 
ring to the public in general 


civil action /,stv(o)l 'ekfan/ noun a 
court case brought by a person or a com- 
pany (the claimant) against someone 
who is alleged to have done them wrong 
(the defendant) 


claim form 


civil court /,s1v(9)l 'ko:t/ noun a court 
where civil actions are heard 

civil disobedience /,stv(a)l diso 
'bi:diəns/ noun US the activity of diso- 
beying the orders of the civil authorities 
such as the police as an act of protest o 
The group planned a campaign of civil 
disobedience as a protest against restric- 
tions on immigrants. 

civil disorder /,stv(a)l dis'o:do/ 
noun US riots or fighting in public plac- 
es 

civilian /sa'vilion/ adjective referring 
to people who are not in the armed forces 
o Civilian rule was restored after several 
years of military dictatorship. o The mil- 
itary leaders called general elections 
and gave way to a democratically elect- 
ed civilian government. m noun someone 
who is not a member of the armed forces 
o The head of the military junta has ap- 
pointed several civilians to the Cabinet. 
civil law /,s1v(9)l 'lo:/ noun laws relat- 
ing to people’s rights and to agreements 
between individuals. Compare criminal 
law 

civil liberties /,s1v(o)l ‘libotiz/ plural 
noun freedom for people to work or 
write or speak as they want, providing 
they keep within the law 

Civil List /,stv(o)I 'lıst/ noun money 
appropriated from the Consolidated 
Fund for paying the Royal Family and 
their expenses 

Civil Procedure Rules /,s1v(ə)l pra 
'siid3ə ,rurlz/ plural noun rules setting 
out how civil cases are to be brought to 
court and heard. Abbreviation CPR 
civil rights /,stv(o)l 'rarts/ plural 
noun rights and privileges of each indi- 
vidual according to the law 

civil strife /,si1v(o)l 'strarf/ noun trou- 
ble occurring when groups of people 
fight each other, usually over matters of 
principle 

Civil Trial Centre /siv(o)l 'trarəl 
,;sento/ noun a court which deals with 
multi-track claims 

CJ abbreviation Chief Justice 

claim /kletm/ noun 1. an assertion of a 
legal right 2. a document used in the 
County Court to start a legal action o 
claim for personal injuries a claim 


where the claimant claims damages for 
disease or physical or mental disable- 
ment 3. a statement that someone has a 
right to property held by another person 
4. a request for money that you believe 
you should have o an insurance claim o 
a wage claim 5. o no claims bonus re- 
duction of premiums to be paid because 
no claims have been made against the in- 
surance policy o to put in a claim to ask 
the insurance company officially to pay 
for damage or loss o She put in a claim 
for repairs to the car. o to settle a claim 
to agree to pay what is asked for m verb 
1. to state a grievance in court 2. to ask 
for money o He claimed £100,000 dam- 
ages against the cleaning firm. o She 
claimed for repairs to the car against her 
insurance. 3. to say that you have a right 
to property held by someone else o He is 
claiming possession of the house. o No 
one claimed the umbrella found in my of- 
fice. 4. to state that something is a fact o 
He claims he never received the goods. o 
She claims that the shares are her prop- 
erty. 5. to attack someone in prison 
(slang) 6. to arrest someone (slang) 


claimant /'klermənt/ noun 1. a person 
who claims something 2. somebody who 
makes a claim against someone in the 
civil courts. Compare defendant (NOTE: 
Since the introduction of the new Civil 
Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has replaced plaintiff.) 


claim back /,klemm 'bæk/ verb to ask 
for money to be paid back 


claim form /'kleim fo:m/ noun 1. a 
form which has to be completed when 
making an insurance claim o He filled in 
the claim form and sent it to the insur- 
ance company. 2. a form issued by a 
court when requested by a claimant, con- 
taining the particulars of claim and a 
statement of value. ò Production Cen- 
tre (NOTE: Since the introduction of the 
new Civil Procedure Rules in April 
1999, this term has replaced the writ of 
summons.) 
COMMENT: The claim form must be 
served on the defendant within four 
months of being issued. If a claim form 
has been issued but not served, the 
defendant can ask for it to be served, 
and if the claimant does not do so, the 
claim may be dismissed. 


class 


class /kla:s/ verb to put something into 
a category o The magazine was classed 
as an obscene publication. 
COMMENT: In the UK the population is 
classified into social classes for statis- 
tical purposes. These are: Class A: 
higher managers, administrators and 
professionals; Class B: intermediate 
managers, administrators and profes- 
sionals; Class C1: supervisors, cleri- 
cal workers and junior managers; 
Class C2: skilled manual workers; 
Class D: semi-skilled or unskilled 
manual workers; Class E: pensioners, 
casual workers, long-term unem- 
ployed. 
class action /,kla:s 'ekfon/ noun US 
a legal action brought on behalf of a 
group of people 
Class A drug /,kla:s e1 'drag/ noun a 
strong and dangerous drug such as co- 
caine, heroin, crack, or LSD 
Class B drug /,kla:s bi: 'drag/ noun 
a drug such as the amphetamines, canna- 
bis or codeine 
Class C drug /,kla:s si: 'drag/ noun 
a drug which is related to the ampheta- 
mines, e.g. benzphetamine 
Class F charge /kla:s ‘ef ,tfa:d3/ 
noun a charge on a property registered 
by a spouse who is not the owner, claim- 
ing a right to live in the property 
class gift /‘kla:s gift/ noun US a gift 
to a defined group of people 
classified information /,klesifaid 
info'merf(a)n/ noun information 
which is secret and can be told only to 
specified people 
classify /'klestfat/ verb 1. to put into 
groups or categories 2. to make informa- 
tion secret 
clause /klo:z/ noun a section of a con- 
tract or of a constitution o There are ten 
clauses in the contract. o According to 
clause six, payment will not be due until 
next year. 
claw back /,klo: 'bek/ verb 1. to take 
back money which has been allocated o 
Income tax claws back 25% of pensions 
paid out by the government. 2. (of the In- 
land Revenue) to take back tax relief 
which was previously granted o Of the 
£1m allocated to the development of the 
system, the government clawed back 
£100,000 in taxes. 


clawback /'klo:bzk/ noun 1. money 
taken back 2. the loss of tax relief previ- 
ously granted 


clean hands /,kliin 'hends/ plural 
noun oc the plaintiff or claimant must 
have clean hands the claimant cannot 
claim successfully if his or her motives 
or actions are dishonest, or if his or her 
own obligations to the defendant have 
not been discharged 


clear /klia/ adjective 1. easily under- 
stood o He made it clear that he wanted 
the manager to resign. o There was no 
clear evidence or clear proof that he was 
in the house at the time of the murder. 2. 
o to have a clear title to something to 
have a right to something with no limita- 
tions or charges 3. o three clear days a 
period of time, calculated without in- 
cluding the first day when the period 
starts and the last day when it finishes, 
that includes three full days o Allow 
three clear days for the cheque to be paid 
into your account. m verb 1. o to clear 
goods through the customs to have all 
documentation passed by the customs so 
that goods can leave the country 2. o to 
clear 10%, $5,000 on the deal to make 
10% or $5,000 clear profit o we cleared 
only our expenses the sales revenue paid 
only for the costs and expenses without 
making any profit 3. o to clear a cheque 
to pass a cheque through the banking 
system, so that the money is transferred 
from the payer’s account to another ac- 
count o The cheque took ten days to clear 
or the bank took ten days to clear the 
cheque. 4. o to clear someone of charg- 
es to find that someone is not guilty of 
the charges against him or her o He was 
cleared of all charges or he was cleared 
on all counts. 5. o to clear a debt to pay 
all of a debt 

clearance certificate /‘kliorans sə 
,trftkot/ noun a document which shows 
that goods have been passed by customs 
clearing /‘klior1y/ noun 1. o clearing 
of goods through the customs the pass- 
ing of goods through customs 2. o clear- 
ing of a debt the payment of all of a debt 
clearing bank /‘klrortn beenk/ noun a 
bank which clears cheques by transfer- 
ring money from the payer’s account to 
another account 
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clearing house /'klrorıy haus/ noun 
a central office where clearing banks ex- 
change cheques 


clear profit /,klto 'profit/ noun the 
profit made after all expenses have been 
paid o We made $6,000 clear profit on 
the sale. 


clear up /,kliar 'ap/ verb to discover 
who has committed a crime and arrest 
them o Half the crimes committed are 
never cleared up. 
COMMENT: Clear up can be divided 
into two categories: primary clear up, 
when a crime is solved by arresting the 
suspect, and secondary clear up, 
where a person charged with one 
crime then confesses to another which 
had not previously been solved. 
clear-up rate /‘klia ap ,rert/ noun the 
number of crimes solved, as a percentage 
of all crimes committed 
clemency /'klemonsi/ noun pardon or 
mercy o As an act of clemency, the pres- 
ident granted an amnesty to all political 
prisoners. 


clerical /'klerik(9)l/ adjective related 
to the type of work done in an office 


clerical error /,kler1k(9)l 'erə/ noun a 
mistake made in an office 


clerical staff /‘kler1k(9)l sta:f/ noun 
the staff of an office 


clerical work /'klerrk(a)l ws:k/ noun 
paperwork done in an office 


clerical worker /‘klerik(9)l ,wsa:ko/ 
noun somebody who works in an office 


clerk /kla:k/ noun somebody who 
works in an office o accounts clerk o 
sales clerk o wages clerk 


clerk of works /,kla:k ov 'warks/ 
noun an official who superintends the 
construction of a building 


clerkship /‘kls:kftp/ noun US the 
time when a student lawyer is working in 
the office of a lawyer before being admit- 
ted to the bar (NOTE: The British term is 
traineeship.) 


click-wrap agreement /‘klik rep ə 
,grizmont/ noun a contract entered into 
when purchasing an item on the Internet, 
where no paper documentation exists 
and the agreement to purchase is made 
by clicking on the appropriate button 


client /‘klarant/ noun 1. a person who 
pays for a service carried out by a profes- 
sional person such as an accountant or a 
solicitor 2. somebody who is represented 
by a lawyer o The solicitor paid the fine 
on behalf of his client. 


clientele /,kli:on'tel/ noun all the cli- 
ents of a business such as a shop, restau- 
rant or hotel 

close /klauz/ adjective o close to very 
near, almost o The company was close to 
bankruptcy. o We are close to solving the 
crime. m verb c to close the accounts to 
come to the end of an accounting period 
and make up the profit and loss account 
© to close an account 1. to stop sup- 
plying a customer on credit 2. to take all 
the money out of a bank account and stop 
the account 

close company /,klaus 'kamp(e)ni/, 
close corporation US /klauz ,ko:pa 
'rerf(a)n/, closed corporation /klouzd 
iKorpa'rerf(9)n/ noun a privately owned 
company where the public may own a 
small number of shares 

close down /,klauz 'daun/ verb to 
shut a shop or factory for a long period or 
for ever o The company is closing down 
its London office. 


closed session /,klouzd 'sef(ə)n/ 
noun a meeting which is not open to the 
public or to journalists o The town coun- 
cil met in closed session to discuss staff 
problems in the Education Department. 
o The public gallery was cleared when 
the meeting went into closed session. 
close protection officer /,klous 
pro'tekf(9)n ,vfisa/ noun someone 
who is employed to protect a celebrity or 
public figure from attack 

closing /'klouzin/ adjective coming at 
the end of something 

closing speeches = /,klousi 
'spi:tfaz/ plural noun final speeches for 
and against a motion in a debate, or for 
prosecution and defence at the end of a 
trial 

closing stock /,klouzm 'stok/ noun 
the value of stock at the end of an ac- 
counting period 

closing time /'klouzm tarm/ noun 
the time when a shop or office stops 
work 


closure 


closure /'kləu3ə/ noun 1. the act of 
closing 2. (in the House of Commons) 
the ending of a debate 
COMMENT: When an MP wishes to end 
the debate on a motion, he says ‘I 
move that the question be now put 
and the Speaker immediately puts the 
motion to the vote. 
closure motion /,kls039 'mauf(9)n/ 
noun a proposal to end a debate 


CLS abbreviation Community Legal 
Service 


clue /klu:/ noun something which helps 
someone solve a crime o The police have 
searched the room for clues. o The police 
have several clues to the identity of the 
murdered. 


Co abbreviation company o J. Smith & 
Co Ltd 


co- /kau/ prefix working or acting to- 
gether 


c/o abbreviation care of 


co-creditor /,kou 'kredits/ noun 
somebody who is a creditor of the same 
company as you are 


c.0.d. abbreviation US cash on delivery 


code /kaud/ noun 1. an official set of 
laws or regulations. » Highway Code, 
penal code 2. the set of laws of a coun- 
try o the Louisiana Code US the laws of 
the state of Louisiana 3. a set of semi-of- 
ficial rules 4. a system of signs, numbers 
or letters which mean something o The 
spy sent his message in code. m verb to 
write a message using secret signs o We 
received coded instructions from our 
agent in New York. 

co-decision procedure /,kou dr 
's13(a)n pra,sitd3a/ noun (in the EU) a 
procedure by which the Commission 
sends proposed legislation to both the 
Council of the European Union and the 
European Parliament for approval 
co-defendant /kou  di'fendent/ 
noun somebody who appears in a case 
with another defendant 


Code Napoleon /,koud noa'psulian/ 
noun the civil laws of France, introduced 
by Napoleon 

code of conduct /koud ov 
‘kondakt/ noun a set of rules of behav- 
iour by which a group of people work 


code of practice /koud ov 
‘prektis/ noun 1. rules to be followed 
when applying a law o the Code of Prac- 
tice on Picketing has been issued by the 
Secretary of State 2. a set of rules drawn 
up by an association which the members 
must follow in their work 

codicil /‘koudistl/ noun a document 
executed in the same way as a will, mak- 
ing additions or changes to an existing 
will 

codification /koudif1'ke1f(a)n/ noun 
1. the act of bringing all laws together 
into a formal legal code 2. the act of 
bringing together all statutes and case 
law relating to a specific issue, to make a 
single Act of Parliament. ù consolida- 
tion 

codify /'kəudifar/ verb to put different 
laws together to form a code 

coding /‘koudin/ noun the act of 
putting a code on something to identify 
or classify it o the coding of invoices 
co-director /'kou dat,rekta/ noun a 
person who is a director of the same 
company as another person 

coercion /ksu's:f(2)n/ noun the use 
of force to make someone commit a 
crime or do some act 

cohabit /kou'hzbit/ verb (of a man 
and a woman) to live together as hus- 
band and wife 

cohabitant /kau'hebitont/ 
same as cohabiter 
cohabitation /kəu,hæbr'terf(ə)n/ 
noun the practice of living together as 
husband and wife whether legally mar- 
ried or not 

cohabiter /ksu'hzbito/, cohabitee 
/kovu ,heebr'tit/ noun a person who lives 
with another as husband or wife but is 
not legally married 

co-heir /kau 'eə/ noun somebody who 
is an heir with others 

co-insurance /,kov  in'fuarans/ 
noun insurance where the risk is shared 
among several insurers 

collaborative divorce Ika 
jlab(9)ratrv di'vors/ noun a divorce of 
which the terms are agreed by both 
spouses and their solicitors before pre- 
senting the final agreement to a judge 
without a trial 


noun 


commercial lawyer 


collateral /ka'lzt(a)ral/ noun security 
used to provide a guarantee for a loan o 
collateral security = adjective providing 
security for a loan 

collateral contract /ko,let(o)ral 
'kontreekt/ noun a contract which in- 
duces a person to enter into a more im- 
portant contract 

collateral issue /ko,let(a)ral 'ıfu:/ 
nounan issue which arises from a plea in 
a criminal court 

collation /ka'le1f(a)n/ noun the com- 
parison of a copy with the original to see 
if it is perfect 

collect /ka'lekt/ verb 1. to make some- 
one pay money which is owed o to col- 
lect a debt to go and make someone pay 
a debt 2. to take goods away from a place 
o We have to collect the stock from the 
warehouse. o Can you collect my letters 
from the typing pool? n letters are col- 
lected twice a day the post office em- 
ployees take them from the letter box to 
the post office so that they can be sent off 
collection /ka'lekfan/ noun 1. the ac- 
tivity of making someone pay money 
which is owed 2. the act of fetching 
goods o The stock is in the warehouse 
awaiting collection. o to hand some- 
thing in for collection to leave some- 
thing for someone to come and collect 3. 
the taking of letters from a letter box or 
mail room to the post office to be sent off 
o There are six collections a day from the 
letter box. 

collection charges  /ka'lekfan 
itfard31z/ plural noun charges which 
have to be paid for collecting something 
collections /ka'lekfanz/ plural noun 
money which has been collected 
collective /ko'lektrv/ adjective work- 
ing together 

collective ownership /ka,lektiv 
'gunofip/ noun ownership of a business 
by the employees who work in it 
collective responsibility /ko 
Jektiv r1,sponsi'biliti/ noun a doctrine 
that all members of a group are responsi- 
ble together for the actions of that group 
collector /ka'lekta/ noun somebody 
who makes people pay money which is 
owed o collector of taxes or tax collector 
o debt collector 


collusion /ks'lu:3(9)n/ noun illicit co- 
operation between people in order to 
cheat another party or to defraud another 
party of a right o He was suspected of 
collusion with the owner of the property. 
o to act in collusion with to co-operate 
with someone in a way that is not al- 
lowed in order to cheat or defraud anoth- 
er party o They had acted in collusion 
with a former employee. 

collusive action /ko,lu:stv 'ekfon/ 
noun an action which is taken in collu- 
sion with another party 

comity /‘komiti/ noun US the custom 
by which courts in one state defer to the 
jurisdiction of courts in other states or to 
federal courts 

comity of nations /,kpomiti ov 
‘ne1f(a)nz/ noun the custom whereby 
the courts of one country acknowledge 
and apply the laws of another country 
command /kə'ma:nd/ noun an order 
o by Royal Command by order of the 
Queen or King 

commander /kə'ma:ində/ noun a 
high rank in the Metropolitan Police 
force, equivalent to Assistant Chief Con- 
stable 

commencement /kə'mensmənt/ 
noun the beginning o commencement 
of proceedings the start of proceedings 
in a County Court o date of commence- 
ment the date when an Act of Parliament 
takes effect 

comment /'kpment/ noun a remark 
giving a spoken or written opinion o The 


judge made a comment on the evidence 


presented by the defence. o The newspa- 
per has some short comments about the 
trial. 

commentary /'komont(a)ri/ noun 1. 
a textbook which comments on the law 
2. brief notes which comment on the 
main points of a judgment 
Commercial Court /ks'ms3:f(9)l 
ko:t/ noun a court in the Queen’s Bench 
Division which hears cases relating to 
business disputes 

commercial law /ksa,m3:f(9)l 'lo:/ 
noun law regarding the conduct of busi- 
nesses 

commercial lawyer /ko,m3:f(9)l 
'lorja/ noun US someone who specialis- 


commercial premises 


es in company law or who advises com- 
panies on legal problems 

commercial premises /ko,m3:f(9)1 
‘premisiz/ plural noun same as busi- 
ness premises 

commission /kə'mıf(ə)n/ noun 1. a 
group of people officially appointed to 
examine or be in charge of something o 
The government has appointed a com- 
mission of inquiry to look into the prob- 
lems of prison overcrowding. o He is the 
chairman of the government commission 
on football violence. p Law Commis- 
sion, Royal Commission 2. a request 
to someone such as an artist or architect 
to do a piece of work for which they will 
be paid 3. a payment, usually a percent- 
age of turnover, made to an agent o She 
has an agent’s commission of 15% of 
sales. 4. an official position of being an 
officer in the army 5. the act of commit- 
ting a crime 

commission agent /kə'mıf(ə)n 
,e1dzont/ noun an agent who is paid by 
commission, not by fee 
commissioner /kə'mıf(ə)nə/ noun a 
person who has an official commission 
commissioner for oaths /kə 
imif(a)ne fər 'auds/ noun a solicitor 
appointed by the Lord Chancellor to ad- 
minister affidavits which may be used in 
court 

commissioner of police /kə 
‚mif (o)nər ov po'lits/ noun the highest 
rank in a police force 
Commissioners of Inland Reve- 
nue /ko,mif(a)noz əv ,inlond 
'revənju:/ noun the Board of Inland 
Revenue 

Commission for Racial Equality 
/kə mif (ə)n fə ,retf(a)l1'kwoliti/ noun 
in the UK, an official committee set up to 
deal with issues relating to equal treat- 
ment of ethnic groups. Abbreviation 
CRE 

Commission of the European 
Community noun the main executive 
body of the EC, one of the four bodies 
which form the basis of the European 
Community, made up of members from 
each state 


COMMENT: The Commission is formed 
of 20 members or Commissioners who 
are appointed by the governments of 


the Member States. The larger Mem- 
ber States (France, Germany, Italy, 
Spain and the UK) have two Commis- 
sioners each and the other smaller 
countries appoint one each. Each 
Commissioner is appointed for a five- 
year renewable term, and all the ap- 
pointments end together, so the Com- 
mission is either changed or renewed 
every five years. Member States can- 
not dismiss the Commission, but can 
refuse to renew the term of appoint- 
ment. The European Parliament can 
force the entire Commission to resign, 
but cannot dismiss an individual Com- 
missioner. The European Court of Jus- 
tice can force a Commissioner to retire 
on grounds of misconduct. The Com- 
mission is headed by the President of 
the European Commission, with two 
Vice-Presidents. The Commissioners 
are not supposed to be the represent- 
atives of their respective governments 
but must take the interests of the Com- 
munity as a whole into account. Each 
commissioner has his or her own pri- 
vate office or Cabinet, headed by a 
Chef de Cabinet. The Commission has 
23 departments called Directorates 
General, each headed by a Director- 
General, the Directorates General are 
subdivided into Directorates, and 
these are subdivided into Divisions. 
Each Directorate General is responsi- 
ble to one of the Commissioners. The 
Commission represents all the Mem- 
ber States in negotiations with other 
parties, for example in trade negotia- 
tions with the USA. The Commission 
proposes laws for the European Com- 
munity, and the Council of Ministers 
makes decisions accordingly. The 
Commission can make proposals re- 
garding some legal matters and some 
matters concerning the internal securi- 
ty of Member States, but its main role 
is that of a watchdog, seeing that trea- 
ty obligations are carried out by Mem- 
ber States. 


commit /ko'mit/ verb 1. to send some- 
one to prison or to a court o He was com- 
mitted for trial in the Central Criminal 
Court. o The magistrates committed her 
for trial at the Crown Court. 2. to carry 
out a crime o The gang committed six 
robberies before they were caught. 
(NOTE: committing — committed) 


commitment /ko'mitmant/ noun an 
order for sending someone to prison 


commitments /ks'mitmonts/ plural 
noun things which have to be done o fi- 


common ownership 


nancial commitments debts which have 
to be paid o to honour your commit- 
ments to do what you are obliged to do 


committal /ka'mit(a)I/ noun the act of 
sending someone to a court or to prison o 
committal for trial the act of sending 
someone to be tried in a higher court fol- 
lowing committal proceedings in a mag- 
istrates’ court o committal for sentence 
the act of sending someone who has been 
convicted in a magistrates court to be 
sentenced in a higher court 


committal order /ko,mit(9)l '5:do/ 
noun an order sending someone to pris- 
on for a contempt of court offence such 
as perjury 

committal proceedings /ka 
mit(a)l proa'sizdiyz/ plural noun the 
preliminary hearing of a case in a magis- 
trates’ court, to decide if it is serious 
enough to be tried before a jury in a high- 
er court 


committal warrant /ks,mit(s)l 
'woront/ noun an order sending some- 
one to serve a prison sentence 


committee /ka'miti/ noun 1. an offi- 
cial group of people who organise or 
plan for a larger group o to be a member 
of a committee or to sit on a committee o 
He was elected to the Finance Commit- 
tee o The new plans have to be approved 
by the committee members. o She is at- 
tending a committee meeting. o He is the 
chairman of the Planning Committee. o 
She is the secretary of the Housing Com- 
mittee. n to chair a committee to be the 
chairman of a committee 2. a section of 
a legislature which considers bills passed 
to it by the main chamber 3. a person to 
whom something such as the charge of 
someone who is incapable of looking af- 
ter himself or herself is officially given 
Committee of Privileges /ko,miti 
av 'privilid3iz/ noun a special commit- 
tee of the House of Commons which ex- 
amines cases of breach of privilege 
Committee of the Parliamentary 
Commission /ko,miti ov da ,parlo 
‘ment(a)ri kə,mıf(ə)n/ noun a commit- 
tee which examines reports by the Om- 
budsman 


Committee of Ways and Means 
/ko,miti ov ,weiz on 'miimnz/ noun a 


committee of the whole House of Com- 
mons which examines a Supply Bill 


Committee Stage /ka'miti sterd3/ 
noun one of the stages in the discussion 
of a Bill, where each clause is examined 
in detail o The Bill is at Committee Stage 
and will not become law for several 
months. 


common /'knmon/ adjective 1. which 
happens very often o Putting the headed 
paper into the photocopier upside down 
is a common mistake. o Being caught by 
the customs is very common these days. 
2. referring to or belonging to several 
different people or to everyone 3. o in 
common together or jointly. ù tenancy 
in common 


common ancestor /,komon 
'ænsestə/ noun a person from whom 
two or more people are descended 


common assault /,komoen 9a'so:lt/ 
noun the crime or tort of acting in such a 
way that another person is afraid he or 
she will be attacked and hurt 


common carrier /,komon 'kæriə/ 
noun a firm which carries goods or pas- 
sengers, which cannot usually refuse to 
do so, and which can be used by anyone 


common land /,komon 'lænd/ noun 
an area of land to which the public has 
access for walking 


common law /,knmon 'lo:/ noun 1. a 
law established on the basis of decisions 
by the courts, rather than by statute 2. a 
general system of laws which formerly 
were the only laws existing in England, 
but which in some cases have been su- 
perseded by statute (NOTE: You say at 
common law when referring to some- 
thing happening according to the princi- 
ples of common law.) 


common-law /'komon lo:/ adjective 
according to the old unwritten system of 
law o common-law marriage situation 
where two people live together as hus- 
band and wife without being married o 
common-law spouse, wife somebody 
who has lived or is living with another as 
husband or wife, although they have not 
been legally married 


common ownership = //,komon 
‘gunofip/ noun ownership of a company 


common position 


or of a property by a group of people who 
each own a part 
common position /komon po 
'z1f(a)n/ noun a position taken by the 
Council of the European Union on pro- 
posed legislation, which is then passed to 
the European Parliament for approval. It 
can be adopted or rejected by the Parlia- 
ment, and the Parliament may propose 
changes to the proposed common posi- 
tion. 
common pricing /,komon 'pratsin/ 
noun the illegal fixing of prices by sever- 
al businesses so that they all charge the 
same price 
Commons /'komənz/ plural noun 
same as House of Commons o The 
Commons voted against the Bill. o The 
majority of the Commons are in favour of 
law reform. 
common seal /,kpomon 'si:l/ noun a 
metal stamp which every company must 
possess, used to stamp documents with 
the name of the company to show they 
have been approved officially o to attach 
the company’s seal to a document 
Common Serjeant /,komən 
‘sardzont/ noun a senior barrister who 
sits as a judge in the City of London and 
acts as adviser to the City of London 
Corporation 
commorientes —_/ksu,mori'enti:z/ 
plural noun people who die at the same 
time, e.g. a husband and wife who both 
die in the same accident 
COMMENT: In such cases, the law as- 
sumes that the younger person has 
died after the older one; this rule also 
applies to testators and beneficiaries 
who die at the same time. 
commune /'komju:n/ noun a group 
of people who live and work together, 
and share their possessions 
communicate /ka'mju:nti,kert/ verb 
to pass information to someone o The 
members of the jury must not communi- 
cate with the witnesses. 
communication /kə,mju:nı 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun 1. the passing of infor- 
mation between different people o to en- 
ter into communication with someone 
to start discussing something with some- 
one, usually in writing o We have entered 
into communication with the relevant 


government department. 2. an official 
message o We have had a communica- 
tion from the local tax inspector. 
communications /ka,mjuint 
'ke1f(9)nz/ plural noun the ways people 
use to give information or express their 
thoughts and feelings to each other o Af- 
ter the flood all communications with the 
outside world were broken. 
community /ka'mjurniti/ noun 1. a 
group of people living or working in the 
same place o the local business commu- 
nity the business people living and work- 
ing in the area 2. same as European 
Community o the Community finance 
ministers the finance ministers of all the 
countries of the European Community 
Community act /ko'mju:niti ekt/ 
noun a legal act of the European Union 
which has the force of law 
community charge /ko'mju:niti 
tfard3/ noun a local tax levied on each 
eligible taxpayer. Also known as poll 
tax 

community home /kə'mju:nıti 
houm/ noun a house which belongs to a 
local authority, where children in care 
can live 

Community Legal Service /kə 
smjurmnoti ,lirg(a)l 'ssrvis/ noun a sys- 
tem that consolidates previous features 
of the legal aid scheme, which it replaced 
in April 2000, in a re-structured form, 
outlining strict financial criteria for eligi- 
bility. It is administered by the Legal 
Services Commission who ensure that 
public funds are made available to those 
individuals in need of it most. Legal as- 
sistance is broken down into six differing 
levels of assistance: (1) legal help (2) 
help at court; (3) investigative help; (4) 
full representation (5) support funding; 
(6) specific directions. 

Community legislation /kə 
smjurniti led3i1'slerf(9)n/, Community 
law noun 1. regulations or directives is- 
sued by the EC Council of Ministers or 
the EC Commission 2. laws created by 
the European Community which are 
binding on Member States and their citi- 
zens 

community policing /ko,mju:niti 
po'litsin/ noun a way of policing a sec- 
tion of a town, where the members of the 
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local community and the local police 
force act together to prevent crime and 
disorder, with policemen on foot patrol 
rather than in patrol cars 

community property /ko,mju:niti 
'propəti/ noun in the USA, Canada, 
France and many other countries, a situ- 
ation where a husband and wife jointly 
own any property which they acquire 
during the course of their marriage. 
Compare separate property 
community service /ko,mju:niti 
's31vIs/ noun work that someone has to 
do in their spare time as punishment for 
some offences instead of going to prison 
community service order /ko 
;Mjurniti 'ssrvis ,o:da/ noun a punish- 
ment where a convicted person is sen- 
tenced to do unpaid work in the local 
community. Abbreviation CSO 
community support officer /ko 
Mjurniti so'po:t ,pfIsa/ noun p Police 
Community Support Officer 
commutation /,komjo'terf(a)n/ 
noun the reduction of a punishment to 
one that is less severe 

commute /ka'mju:t/ verb 1. to travel 
to work from home each day o He com- 
mutes from the country to his office in the 
centre of town. 2. to change a right into 
cash 3. to reduce a harsh sentence to a 
lesser one o The death sentence was 
commuted to life imprisonment. 
compact /'kompekt/ noun an agree- 
ment 

Companies Act /‘kamp(o)niz ækt/ 
noun in the UK, an Act which states the 
legal limits within which a company may 
do business 

Companies House /,kamponiz 
‘haus/ noun in the UK, an office which 
keeps details of incorporated companies 
companies’ register /,kamponiz 
'red3isto/ noun a list of companies 
showing their directors and registered 
addresses, and statutory information kept 
at Companies House for public inspec- 
tion 

company /'kamp(9)ni/ noun 1. a 
group of people organised to buy, sell or 
provide a service 2. a group of people or- 
ganised to buy or sell or provide a service 
which has been legally incorporated, and 


so is a legal entity separate from its indi- 
vidual members o a tractor or aircraft 
or chocolate company a company 
which makes tractors or aircraft or choc- 
olate o a company of good standing a 
very reputable company o to put a com- 
pany into liquidation to close a compa- 
ny by selling its assets to pay its creditors 
o to set up a company to start a compa- 
ny legally 3. o companies’ register, reg- 
ister of companies list of companies 
showing details of their directors and 
registered addresses 4. an organisation in 
the City of London which does mainly 
charitable work and is derived from one 
of the former trade associations o the 
Drapers’ Company o the Grocers’ Com- 
pany 

company director /,kamp(o)ni dar 
'rekto/ noun a person appointed by the 
shareholders to run a company 
company flat /kamp(o)ni 'flæt/ 
noun a flat owned by a company and 
used by members of staff from time to 
time (NOTE: The US term is apart- 
ment.) 

company law /,kamp(a)ni 'Io:/ noun 
law relating to the way companies may 
operate 

company member /,kamp(o)ni 
'membə/ noun a shareholder in a com- 
pany 

company promoter /,kamp(s)ni 
pro'moutd/ noun a person who organis- 
es the setting up of a new company 
company rules /‘kamp(e)ni ru:lz/, 
company rules and_ regulations 
/kamp(a)ni ruiz on ,regju'lerf(a)nz/ 
plural noun the general way of working 
in a company 

company secretary /,kamp(o)ni 
‘sekrit(a)ri/ noun somebody who is re- 
sponsible for a company’s legal and fi- 
nancial affairs 

comparative law /kom'pzrottv lo:/ 
noun a study which compares the legal 
systems of different countries 

compel /kam'pel/ verb to force some- 
one to do something o The Act compels 
all drivers to have adequate insurance. 
(NOTE: compelling — compelled) 
compellability /kom,pela'biliti/ 
noun the fact of being compellable 


compellable 


compellable /kam'pelab(a)l/ adjec- 
tive able to be forced to do something o 
a compellable witness 


compensate /'komponseit/ verb to 
pay for damage done o to compensate a 
manager for loss of commission 


compensation /,kompon'se1f(a)n/ 
noun 1. payment made by someone to 
cover the cost of damage or hardship 
which he or she has caused o Unlimited 
compensation may be awarded in the 
Crown Court. o compensation for dam- 
age payment for damage done o com- 
pensation for loss of office payment to a 
director who is asked to leave a company 
before his or her contract ends o com- 
pensation for loss of earnings payment 
to someone who has stopped earning 
money or who is not able to earn money 
2. US a payment made to someone for 
work which has been done 


compensation fund /,kompon 
'serf(ə)n fand/ noun a special fund set 
up by the Law Society to compensate cli- 
ents for loss suffered because of the ac- 
tions of solicitors 


compensation order /,kompon 
'serf(ə)n ,21də/ noun an order made by 
a criminal court which forces a criminal 
to pay compensation to his or her victim 


compensation package /,kompon 
'serf(a)n ,peekid3/ noun the salary, pen- 
sion and other benefits offered with a job 


compensatory damages 
/komponseit(a)ri 'daemid31z/ plural 
noun damages which compensate for 
loss or harm suffered 


compete /kom'pi:t/ verb o to com- 
pete with someone or with a company 
to try to do better than another person or 
another company 


competence /'kompit(a)ns/, com- 
petency /'kompit(a)nsi/ noun 1. the 
ability to do something effectively 2. the 
fact of being able to give evidence (NOTE: 
Anyone is able to give evidence, except 
the sovereign, persons who are mental- 
ly ill, and spouses when the other 
spouse is being prosecuted.) 3. o the 
case falls within the competence of the 
court the court is legally able to deal 
with the case 


competent /'kpompit(a)nt/ adjective 
1. able to do something o She is a com- 
petent secretary or a competent manager. 
2. efficient 3. legally able to do some- 
thing o Most people are competent to 
give evidence. o the court is not compe- 
tent to deal with this case the court is 
not legally able to deal with the case 
competition /,kompo't1f(a)n/ noun 
the process of attempting to do better and 
be more successful than another compa- 
ny 

competitor /kom'petito/ noun a per- 
son or company which competes o Two 
German firms are our main competitors. 
o The contract of employment forbids 
members of staff from leaving to go to 
work for competitors. 

complainant /kom'plemont/ noun 
somebody who makes a complaint or 
who starts proceedings against someone 
complaint /kom'plemt/ noun 1. a 
statement that you feel something is 
wrong o When making a complaint, al- 
ways quote the reference number. o She 
sent her letter of complaint to the manag- 
ing director. o to make or lodge a com- 
plaint against someone to write and 
send an official complaint to someone’s 
superior 2. a document signed to start 
proceedings in a Magistrates’ Court 3. a 
statement of the case made by the claim- 
ant at the beginning of a civil action 
complaints procedure /kom 
‘plemnts pra,si:d30/ noun an agreed 
way of presenting complaints formally, 
e.g. from an employee to the manage- 
ment of a company 

complete /kam 'pli:t/ adjective whole, 
with nothing missing o The order is com- 
plete and ready for sending. o The order 
should be delivered only if it is complete. 
m verb 1. to finish o The factory complet- 
ed the order in two weeks. o How long 
will it take you to complete the job? 2. n 
to complete a conveyance to convey a 
property to a purchaser, when the pur- 
chaser pays the purchase price and the 
vendor hands over the signed convey- 
ance and the deeds of the property 
completion /kəm'pli:f(ə)n/ noun 1. 
the act of finishing something 2. the last 
stage in the sale of a property when the 
solicitors for the two parties meet, when 


computer language 


the purchaser pays and the vendor passes 
the conveyance and the deeds to the pur- 
chaser 


completion date /kom'pli:f(o)n 
deit/ noun the date when something will 
be finished 


completion statement /kom 
iplizf(a)n 'stertmont/ noun a statement 
of account from a solicitor to a client 
showing all the costs of the sale or pur- 
chase of a property 


compliance /kom'platons/ noun 
willingness to do what is ordered o The 
documents have been drawn up in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the Act. 


compliant /kom'platont/ adjective 
agreeing with something o not compli- 
ant with not in agreement with o The 
settlement is not compliant with the ear- 
lier order of the court. 


compliments slip /‘knomplimonts 
slip/ noun a piece of paper with the 
name of a company printed on it, sent 
with documents, gifts, etc., instead of a 
letter 


comply /kom'plat/ verb o to comply 
with to obey o The company has com- 
plied with the court order. o She refused 
to comply with the injunction. 
composition /,knmps'z1f(9)n/ noun 
an agreement between a debtor and cred- 
itors to settle a debt immediately by re- 
paying only part of it 

compos mentis /,kompps 'mentis/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘of sound 
mind’ or ‘sane’ 

compound /kəm'paund/ verb 1. to 
agree with creditors to settle a debt by 
paying part of what is owed 2. o to com- 
pound an offence to agree (in return for 
payment) not to prosecute someone who 
has committed an offence 
comprehensive /,kompri‘henstv/ 
adjective including everything 
comprehensive insurance 
/,komprihensiv in'fusrans/ noun in- 
surance which covers you against a large 
number of possible risks 
comprehensive policy 
/,komprihensiv 'polisi/ noun an insur- 
ance policy which covers risks of any 
kind, with no exclusions 


compromise /'kompromaiz/ noun 
an agreement between two sides, where 
each side gives way a little in order to 
reach a settlement o After some discus- 
sion a compromise solution was reached. 
m verb 1. to reach an agreement by giving 
way a little o He asked £15 for it, I of- 


fered £7 and we compromised on £10. 2. 


to involve someone in something which 
makes his or her reputation less good o 
The minister was compromised in the 
bribery case. 


comptroller /kon'traula/ noun the 
person in charge, especially referring to 
accounts 

Comptroller and Auditor-Gener- 
al /kan,traulo ən ,o:dita 'dzen(a)ral/ 
noun an official whose duty is to exam- 
ine the accounts of ministries and gov- 
ernment departments and who heads the 
National Audit Office 


compulsory /ksam'palsoari/ adjective 
being forced or ordered 


compulsory liquidation /kom 
\palsori lıkwr'derf(o)n/ noun liquida- 
tion which is ordered by a court 


compulsory purchase /kəm 
\palsori 'ps:t f1s/ noun the buying of a 
property by the local council or the gov- 
ernment even if the owner does not want 
to sell 


compulsory purchase order /kom 
\palsori 'p3itf1s ,o:da/ noun an official 
order from a local authority or from the 
government ordering an owner to sell his 
or her property 

compulsory winding up order 
/kom,palsori ,waindin ‘Ap ,o:da/ noun 
an order from a court saying that a com- 
pany must be wound up (stop trading) 
computer error /kom,pju:tor 'erə/ 
noun a mistake made by a computer 
computer fraud /kom'pju:to fro:d/ 
noun fraud committed by using data 
stored on computer 

computerise /kom'pju:toraiz/, 
computerize verb to change from a 
manual system to one using computers o 
The police criminal records have been 
completely computerised. 

computer language /kəm'pju:tə 
leen gwid3/ noun a system of signs, let- 


computer program 


ters and words used to instruct a compu- 
ter 


computer program /kom'pju:to 
,prougrem/ noun a set of instructions to 
a computer, telling it to do a particular 
piece of work 


computer time /kom'pju:to tarm/ 
noun the time when a computer is being 
used (paid for at an hourly rate) 


con /kpn/ noun 1. a trick done to try to 
get money from someone (informal) o 
Trying to get us to pay him for ten hours’ 
overtime was just a con. 2. same as COn- 
vict (slang) 3. same as conviction 
(slang) = verb to trick someone to try to 
get money (informal) o They conned the 
bank into lending them £25,000 with no 
security. o He conned the finance compa- 
ny out of £100,000. (NOTE: conning — 
conned. Note also you con someone 
into doing something.) 


conceal /kon'si:l/ verb to hide o She 
was accused of concealing information. 
o The accused had a gun concealed un- 
der his coat. 


concealment /kon'si:lmont/ noun 
the act hiding something for criminal 
purposes n concealment of assets the act 
of hiding assets so that creditors do not 
know they exist o concealment of birth 
a notifiable offence of hiding the fact that 
a child has been born 


concede /kon'si:d/ verb to admit that 
an opposing party is right o Counsel con- 
ceded that his client owed the money. o 
The witness conceded under questioning 
that he had never been near the house. o 
to concede defeat to admit that you have 
lost 


concern /kon's3:n/ noun a business or 
company o his business is a going con- 
cern the company is working (and mak- 
ing a profit) o sold as a going concern 
sold as an actively trading company m 
verb to deal with, to be connected with o 
The court is not concerned with the value 
of the items stolen. o The report does not 
concern itself with the impartiality of the 
judge. o He has been asked to give evi- 
dence to the commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the breakdown of law and order. 
o The contract was drawn up with the 
agreement of all parties concerned. 


concert party /'konsət ,pa:ti/ noun 
an arrangement by which several people 
or companies act together in secret to 
take over a company 


concession /kon'sef(a)n/ noun 1. 
the right to use someone else’s property 
for business purposes 2. the right to be 
the only seller of a product in a place o 
She runs a jewellery concession in a de- 
partment store. 3. an allowance 4. an act 
of accepting defeat 


concessionaire /kan,sefa'neo/ 
noun somebody who has the right to be 
the only seller of a product in a place 


conciliation /kon,sili'erf(a)n/ noun 
the activity of bringing together the par- 
ties in a dispute so that the dispute can be 
settled 


Conciliation Service  /kon,sili 
‘elf(a)n ,s3rvis/ noun same as Adviso- 
ry Conciliation and Arbitration Serv- 
ice 

conclude /kon'klu:d/ verb 1. to com- 
plete successfully o to conclude an 
agreement with someone 2. to believe 
from evidence o The police concluded 
that the thief had got into the building 
through the main entrance. 


conclusion /kon'klu:3(9)n/ noun 1. 
an opinion which is reached after careful 
thought and examination of the evidence 
o The police have come to the conclusion 
or have reached the conclusion that the 
bomb was set off by radio control. 2. o 
conclusion of fact US a statement of a 
decision by a judge, based on facts o 
conclusion of law a statement of a deci- 
sion by a judge, based on rules of law 3. 
the final completion o the conclusion of 
the defence counsel’s address o in con- 
clusion finally, at the end o Jn conclu- 
sion, the judge thanked the jury for their 
long and patient service. 


conclusive /kon'klu:stv/ adjective 
proving something o The fingerprints on 
the gun were conclusive evidence that 
the accused was guilty. 


conclusively /kon'klu:stvli/ adverb 
in a way which proves a fact o The evi- 
dence of the eye witness proved conclu- 
sively that the accused was in the town at 
the time the robbery was committed. 
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concordat /kon'ko:dzt/ noun agree- 
ment between the Roman Catholic 
Church and a government, which allows 
the Church specific rights and privileges 
concur /kon'ks:/ verb to agree o Smith 
LJ dismissed the appeal, Jones and 
White LJJ concurring. 

concurrence § /kon'karons/ noun 
agreement between different people o In 
concurrence with the other judges, Smith 
LJ dismissed the appeal. 

concurrent /kon'karant/ adjective 
taking place at the same time. » consec- 
utive 


concurrently /kon'karontli/ adverb 
taking place at the same time o He was 
sentenced to two periods of two years in 
prison, the sentences to run concurrent- 
ly. ù consecutively 

concurrent power /kon,karont 
'pauə/ noun a power which is held con- 
currently by a Member State and by the 
community, where the Member State can 
exercise the power up to the point at 
which the community exercises its 
rights. If the community acts, the power 
becomes exclusive to the community and 
the Member State can no longer act. 
concurrent sentence /kon,karont 
'sentons/ noun a sentence which takes 
place at the same time as another o He 
was given two concurrent jail sentences 
of six months. 

condemn /kən'dem/ verb 1. to sen- 
tence someone to be punished o The 
prisoners were condemned to death. 2. to 
say that a dwelling is not fit for people to 
live in 

condemnation /,kondem'netf(a)n/ 
noun 1. the act of sentencing of someone 
to a particular severe punishment 2. the 
forfeit of a piece of property when it has 
been legally seized 

condemned cell /kon'demd sel/ 
noun US a cell where a prisoner is kept 
who has been sentenced to death 


condition /kon'dif(9)n/ noun 1. a 
term of a contract or duty which has to be 
carried out as part of a contract, or some- 
thing which has to be agreed before a 
contract becomes valid o on condition 
that provided that o They were granted 
the lease on condition that they paid the 


legal costs. 2. a general state o item sold 
in good condition o What was the condi- 
tion of the car when it was sold? 


conditional /kon'dif(a)n(9)l/ adjec- 
tive only able to happen if something else 
happens first o to give a conditional ac- 
ceptance to accept, provided that specif- 
ic things happen or terms apply o the of- 
fer is conditional on the board’s ac- 
ceptance the offer will only go through 
if the board accepts it o he made a con- 
ditional offer he offered to buy, provid- 
ed that specific terms applied 


conditional discharge /kən 
dif(a)n(o)l dis't fard3/ noun an act of 
allowing an offender to be set free with- 
out any immediate punishment on condi- 
tion that he or she does not commit an of- 
fence during the following period 


conditional fee /kon'drf(o)n(a)I fi:/ 
noun a fee which is paid only if the case 
is won. Also called contingent fee, 
success fee 
COMMENT: Conditional fee agree- 
ments originally covered a limited 
range of cases, but are now applied to 
insolvency, defamation, civil liberties, 
intellectual property, employment and 
many other areas of action. These 
agreements allow clients to agree with 
their lawyers that the lawyers will not 
receive all or part of the usual fees or 
expenses if the case is lost; if the case 
is won, on the other hand, the client 
agrees to pay an extra fee in addition 
to the normal fee. Insurance policies 
are available to people contemplating 
legal action to cover the costs of the 
other party and the client’s own fees if 
the case is lost. 


conditional fee agreement /kon 
dif(ayn(o)l fir o'grizmont/ noun an 
agreement between a client and their rep- 
resentation that the legal fees will only 
be paid if the case is successful. Also 
known as no win no fee 


conditionally /kon'dif(a)n(a)li/ ad- 
verb provided some things take place o 
to accept an offer conditionally to ac- 


cept provided some conditions are ful- 
filled 


conditional will /kon'dif(o)n(e)l 
wil/ noun a will which takes effect when 
the person dies, but only if specific con- 
ditions apply 


condition precedent 


condition precedent /kon,dif(9)n 
‘presid(a)nt/ noun a condition which 
says that a right will not be granted until 
something is done 

conditions of employment /kon 
,dif(9)nz ov im'plormant/ plural noun 
the terms of a contract of employment, 
which must be supplied in writing to an 
employee within two months of the start 
of employment 

conditions of sale /kan,dif(9)nz ov 
'serl/ plural noun a list of the terms such 
as discounts and credit terms under 
which a sale takes place 

condition subsequent /kən 
dı f(©)n 'sabstkwont/ noun a condition 
which says that a contract will be modi- 
fied or annulled if something is not done 
condominium /,konda'miniom/ 
noun US a system of ownership, where a 
person owns an individual apartment in a 
building, together with a share of the 
land and common parts such as stairs and 
roof 

condonation /,konds'ne1f(a)n/ noun 
the forgiving by one spouse of an act, es- 
pecially adultery, of the other 
condone /kon'daun/ verb to fail to 
criticise bad or criminal behaviour o The 
court cannot condone your treatment of 
your children. 

conducive /kon'dju:stv/ adjective 
likely to lead to or produce o The threat 
of legal action is not conducive to an 
easy solution to the dispute. 


conduct /kon'dakt/ noun a way of be- 
having o She was arrested for disorderly 
conduct in the street. o conduct condu- 
cive to a breach of the peace a way of 
behaving, using rude or threatening lan- 
guage in speech or writing, which seems 
likely to cause a breach of the peace m 
verb to carry out an activity o to conduct 
discussions or negotiations o The chair- 
man conducted the proceedings very effi- 
ciently. 

confederation /kon,fedo're1f(9)n/, 
confederacy /kon'fed(9)rasi/ noun a 
group of organisations working together 
for common aims o a loose confedera- 
tion of local businesses 

confer /kon'fs:/ verb 1. to give power 
or responsibility to someone o the dis- 


cretionary powers conferred on the tri- 
bunal by statute 2. to discuss o The Chief 
Constable conferred with the Superin- 
tendent in charge of the case. 


conference /‘konf(a)rans/ noun a 
meeting of a group of people to discuss 
something o The Police Federation is 
holding its annual conference this week. 
o The Labour Party Annual Conference 
was held in Brighton this year. o He pre- 
sented a motion to the conference. o The 
conference passed a motion in favour of 
unilateral nuclear disarmament. 


conference agenda /,kpnf(a)rons ə 
'dzendo/ noun the business which is to 
be discussed at a conference 


conference papers /,konf(o)rons 
'perpəs/ plural noun copies of lectures 
given at a conference, printed and pub- 
lished after the conference has ended 


conference proceedings 
/‘konf(a)rans pro,si:diyz/ plural noun 
written report of what has been discussed 
at a conference 


conference table /,konf(o)rans 
'terb(ə)l/ noun a table around which 
people sit to negotiate 

confess /kon'fes/ verb to admit that 
you have committed a crime o After six 
hours’ questioning by the police the ac- 
cused man confessed. 


confession /kon'fef(s)n/ noun 1. a 
statement by a defendant that they have 
committed a crime o The police sergeant 
asked him to sign his confession. 2. a 
document in which you admit that you 
have committed a crime o The accused 
typed his own confession statement. o 
The confession was not admitted in 
court, because the accused claimed it 
had been extorted. 


confession and avoidance /kon 
fef(@)n on a'vord(a)ns/ noun an ad- 
mission by a party of the allegations 
made against him or her, but at the same 
time bringing forward new pleadings 
which make the allegations void 


confidence /'‘konfid(a)ns/ noun 1. 
feeling sure about something or having 
trust in someone o The sales teams do 
not have much confidence in their man- 
ager. o The board has total confidence in 
the managing director. 2. the ability to 


conformance 


trust someone with a secret o in confi- 
dence in secret o J will show you the re- 
port in confidence. 


confidence trick /‘konfid(o)ns 
itrik/, confidence game US 
/'konfid(a)ns germ/ noun a business 
deal where someone gains another per- 
son’s confidence and then tricks him or 
her 


confidence trickster /‘konfid(9)ns 
,triksto/, confidence man US 
/‘konfid(9)ns mæn/ noun somebody 
who carries out confidence tricks on peo- 
ple 


confidence’ vote _ /‘konfid(9)ns 
vaut/ noun a vote to show that a person 
or group is or is not trusted o He pro- 
posed a vote of confidence in the govern- 
ment. o The chairman resigned after the 
motion of no confidence was passed at 
the AGM. 


confidential /konfi'denfal/ adjec- 
tive secret between two persons or a 
small group of people o the letter was 
marked ‘Private and Confidential’ 


confidential information 
/,konfidenfal ,info'merf(9)n/ noun in- 
formation which is secret, and which 
must not be passed on to other people o 
He was accused of passing on confiden- 
tial information. o The knowledge which 
an employee has of the working of the 
firm for which he works can be seen to be 
confidential information which he must 
not pass on to another firm. 


confidentiality /,konfidenfi'eliti/ 
noun an understanding between two or 
more parties that specified information 
remains secret 


confidential report /,konfidenfJol rı 
"poit/ noun a secret document which 
must not be shown to other than a few 
named persons 


confine /kan'fain/ verb to keep a crim- 
inal in a room or restricted area 


confined to barracks /kon,faind tə 
'bærəks/ adjective (of a soldier) sen- 
tenced to stay in the barracks for a set pe- 
riod of time and not to go outside. Abbre- 
viation CB 


confinement /ken'fainmoant/ noun 
the situation of being kept in a place 


without being free to leave, especially as 
a punishment 


confirm /kan'fs:m/ verb to say that 
something is certain or is correct o The 
Court of Appeal has confirmed the 
judge’s decision. o His secretary phoned 
to confirm the hotel room or the ticket or 
the agreement or the booking. o to con- 
firm someone in a job to say that some- 
one is now permanently in a particular 
job 

confiscate /‘konfiskert/ verb to take 
away private property into the possession 
of the state o The court ordered the drugs 
to be confiscated. 


confiscation /,konfis'ketf(a)n/ noun 
the act of confiscating 


conflict noun /'konflikt/ disagreement 
o to be in or come into conflict with to 
disagree with someone over something m 
verb /kon'flikt/ not to agree o The evi- 
dence of the wife conflicts with that of 
her husband. o The UK legislation con- 
flicts with the directives of the EC. 


conflicting evidence /,konfliktin 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence from differ- 
ent witnesses which does not agree o The 
jury has to decide who to believe among 
amass of conflicting evidence. 


conflict of interest /,konflikt ov 
‘Introst/, conflict of interests 
/,konflikt ov 'intrasts/ noun a situation 
where a person may profit personally 
from decisions which he or she takes in 
their official capacity, or may not be able 
to act independently because of connec- 
tions with other people or organisations 


conflict of laws /,konflikt av 'lo:z/ 
noun a section in a country’s statutes 
which deals with disputes between that 
country’s laws and those of another 
country 


conform /kan'fo:m/ verb to act in ac- 
cordance with something o The proposed 
Bill conforms to the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission. 


conformance /kan'fo:mens/ noun 
behaviour in accordance with a rule o in 
conformance with the directives of the 
Commission o He was criticised for non- 
conformance with the regulations. 


conformity 


conformity /kon'fo:miti/ noun o in 
conformity with agreeing with o He has 
acted in conformity with the regulations. 


Congress /'kpngres/ noun US the 
elected federal legislative body in many 
countries, especially in the USA where it 
is formed of the House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate o The President is 
counting on a Democrat majority in 
Congress. o He was first elected to Con- 
gress in 1988. o At a joint session of Con- 
gress, the President called for support 
for his plan. (NOTE: often used without 
the except when referring to a particu- 
lar legislature: The US Congress met in 
emergency session; The Republicans 
had a majority in both houses of the 
1974 Congress.) 

Congressional /kon'gref(a)n(o)I/ 
adjective US referring to Congress o a 
Congressional subcommittee 

conjugal /‘kond3ug(9)l/ adjective re- 
ferring to marriage 

conjugal rights = /,kond3ug(o)l 
'rarts/ plural noun rights of a husband 
and wife in relation to each other 


conman /'konmæn/ noun same as 
confidence trickster (informal) 


connected persons § /ko,nektid 
'‘p3:s(9)ns/ plural noun people who are 
closely related to, or have a close busi- 
ness association with, a company direc- 
tor 

connection /ka'nekfan/ noun some- 
thing which joins one person or thing to 
another o Zs there a connection between 
the loss of the documents and the death 
of the lawyer? no in connection with re- 
ferring to o the police want to interview 
the man in connection with burglaries 
committed last November 
connivance /kə'narvəns/ noun the 
act of not reporting a crime that you 
know is being or is about to be commit- 
ted o With the connivance of the customs 
officers, he managed to bring the goods 
into the country. 

connive /ka'natv/ verb o to connive at 
something to shut one’s eyes to wrong- 
doing, to know that a crime is being com- 
mitted, but not to report it 
consecutive /kan'sekjutiv/ adjec- 
tive following. ù concurrent o consecu- 


tive sentences two or more sentences 
which follow one after the other 


consecutively /ko'sekjutrvli/ ad- 
verb following o He was sentenced to 
two periods of two years in jail, the sen- 
tences to run consecutively. ù concur- 
rently 


consensual /kan'sensjual/ adjective 
happening by agreement 


consensual acts  /kon,sensjual 
'ækts/ plural noun sexual acts which 
both parties agree should take place 


consensus /kon'sensas/ noun gener- 
al agreement o There was a consensus 
between all parties as to the next steps to 
be taken. o In the absence of a consen- 
sus, no decisions could be reached. 


consensus ad idem /kon,sensas 
æd 'aidem/ phrase a Latin phrase mean- 
ing ‘agreement to this same thing’: a real 
agreement to a contract by both parties 
consent /kon'sent/ noun agreement 
or permission that something should 
happen o He borrowed the car without 
the owner’s consent. 0 age of consent 
sixteen years old, when a girl can agree 
to have sexual intercourse m verb to 
agree that something should be done o 
The judge consented to the request of the 
prosecution counsel. 


consent judgment /kən sent 
'dg3ad3mont/ noun an agreement of the 
parties in a lawsuit to a judgment which 
then becomes the settlement 


consent order /kan,sent 's:da/ noun 
a court order that someone must not do 
something without the agreement of an- 
other party 


consequential /,konsi'kwenfJol/ ad- 
jective following as a result of 


consequential damages 
/konstkwenfol ‘deemid31z/ plural 
noun damages suffered as a consequence 
of using a piece of equipment, software, 
etc., e.g. the stoppage of business activi- 
ties because of computer or software 
failure 


consequent on /'konsikwont pn/, 
upon /a'pon/ adjective following as a 
result of o The manufacturer is not liable 


for injuries consequent on the use of this 


apparatus. 


constitution 


consider /kon'sido/ verb 1. to think 
seriously about something o to consider 
the terms of a contract to examine and 
discuss if the terms are acceptable o the 
judge asked the jury to consider their 
verdict he asked the jury to discuss the 
evidence they had heard and decide if the 
accused was guilty or not 2. to believe o 
He is considered to be one of the leading 
divorce lawyers. o The law on libel is 
considered too lenient. 


consideration /kon,sido'rerf(a)n/ 
noun 1. serious thought o We are giving 
consideration to moving the head office 
to Scotland. o to take something into 
consideration to think about something 
when deciding what to do o Having tak- 
en the age of the accused into considera- 
tion, the court has decided to give him a 
suspended sentence. o to ask for other 
offences to be taken into consideration 
to confess to other offences after being 
accused or convicted of one offence, so 
that the sentence can cover all of them o 
The accused admitted six other offences, 
and asked for them to be taken into con- 
sideration. 2. the price, in money, goods, 
or some other reward, paid by one person 
in exchange for another person promis- 
ing to do something, which is an essen- 
tial element in the formation of a contract 
o for a small consideration for a small 
fee or payment 


consign /kon'sain/ verb n to consign 
goods to someone to send goods to 
someone for him to use or to sell for you 


consignation /,konsat'netf(a)n/ 
noun the act of consigning 


consignee /,konsat'ni:/ noun some- 
body who receives goods from someone 
for his or her own use or to sell for the 
person who sends them 


consignment /kon'sarnmont/ noun 
the sending of goods to someone who 
will hold them for you and sell them on 
your behalf o goods on consignment 
goods kept for another company to be 
sold on their behalf for a commission 


consignment note /kon'sammont 
naut/ noun a note saying that goods have 
been sent 

consignor /kən'sarnə/ noun some- 
body who consigns goods to someone 


COMMENT: The goods remain the 

property of the consignor until the con- 

signee sells them. 
consistent /kon'sistont/ adjective 
agreeing with and not contradicting 
something o The sentence is consistent 
with government policy on the treatment 
of young offenders. 
consolidate /kan'spl1,deit/ verb 1. to 
bring several Acts of Parliament together 
into one act o The judge ordered the ac- 
tions to be consolidated. 2. to hear sever- 
al sets of proceedings together 
Consolidated Fund /kon,splideitid 
'fand/ noun a fund of money formed of 
all taxes and other government revenues. 
ù Exchequer 
consolidated shipment /kən 
/splidertid 'fipmont/ noun goods from 
different companies grouped together 
into a single shipment 
Consolidating Act /kan'splideitin 
ekt/ noun an Act of Parliament which 
brings together several previous Acts 
which relate to the same subject. » codi- 
fication 
consolidation —/kon,spli'de1f(a)n/ 
noun 1. the act of bringing together var- 
ious Acts of Parliament which deal with 
one subject into one single Act 2. a pro- 
cedure whereby several sets of proceed- 
ings are heard together by the court 
consortium /kən'so:tiəm/ noun 1. a 
group of different companies which 
work together on one project 2. the right 
of a husband and wife to the love and 
support of the other 
conspiracy /kon'sptrasi/ noun a plan 
made with another person or other peo- 
ple to commit a crime or tort (NOTE: 
Conspiracy to commit a crime is itself a 
crime.) 
conspire /kon'spato/ verb to agree 
with another person or other people to 
commit a crime or tort 
constitute /‘konsti,tju:t/ verb to 
make or to form o The documents consti- 
tute primary evidence. o This Act consti- 
tutes a major change in government pol- 
icy. o Conduct tending to interfere with 
the course of justice constitutes contempt 
of court. 
constitution /,konsti'tjurf(a)n/ 
noun 1. the set of laws, usually written 


constitutional 


down, under which a country is ruled o 
The freedom of the individual is guaran- 
teed by the country’s constitution. o The 
new president asked the assembly to 
draft a new constitution. 2. the written 
tules of a society, association or club o 
Under the society’s constitution, the 
chairman is elected for a two-year peri- 
od. o Payments to officers of the associa- 
tion are not allowed by the constitution. 
COMMENT: Most countries have written 
constitutions, usually drafted by law- 
yers, which can be amended by an Act 
of the country’s legislative body. The 
United States constitution was drawn 
up by Thomas Jefferson after the 
country became independent, and has 
numerous amendments (the first ten 
amendments being the Bill of Rights). 
Great Britain is unusual in that it has 
no written constitution, and relies on 
precedent and the body of laws 
passed over the years to act as a safe- 
guard of the rights of the citizens and 
the legality of government. 
constitutional /,konsti'tju:f(o)nol/ 
adjective 1. referring to a country’s con- 
stitution o Censorship of the press is not 
constitutional. 2. according to a constitu- 
tion o The re-election of the chairman for 
a second term is not constitutional. ù Un- 
constitutional 
constitutional law /,konst1 
'tjurf(e)n(a)l lo:/ noun the set of laws 
relating to government and its function 
under which a country is ruled 
constitutional lawyer 
/konstitjurf(a)n(a)l_ 'lorjo/ noun a 
lawyer who specialises in drafting or in- 
terpreting constitutions 
constitutional right / kpnstı 
'tjurf(a)n(9)l rart/ noun a right which is 
guaranteed by the constitution of a coun- 
try 
construction /kən'strakfən/ noun 
an interpretation of the meaning of 
words o to put a construction on words 
to suggest a meaning for words which is 
not immediately obvious 
construction company /kən 
'strakf(ə)n ,kKamp(a)ni/ noun a compa- 
ny which specialises in building 
constructive /kon'straktiv/ adjec- 
tive helping in the making of something 
o She made some constructive sugges- 
tions for improving employer-employee 


relations. o We had a constructive pro- 
posal from a shipping company in Italy. 


constructive dismissal /kən 
straktıv dis'mis(a)l/ noun a situation 
when a worker leaves his or her job vol- 
untarily, but because of unreasonable 
pressure from the management 


constructive knowledge /kon 
/Straktiv 'nplid3/ noun knowledge of a 
fact or matter which the law says a per- 
son has available to them, whether or not 
that person actually has it 


constructive notice /kon,straktiv 
‘noutis/ noun knowledge which the law 
says a person has of something, whether 
or not the person actually has it, because 
the information is available if reasonable 
inquiry is made 

constructive total loss /kon 
straktıv 'təut(ə)l los/ noun a loss 
where the item insured has been thrown 
away as it is likely to be irreplaceable 


constructive trust /kon'straktiv 
trast/ noun trust arising by reason of a 
person’s behaviour 


construe /kon'stru:/ verb to interpret 
the meaning of words or of a document o 
The court construed the words to mean 
that there was a contract between the 
parties. o Written opinion is not admissi- 
ble as evidence for the purposes of con- 
struing a deed of settlement. 


consult /kon'salt/ verb to ask an ex- 
pert for advice o He consulted his solici- 
tor about the letter. 


consultancy /kon'saltonsi/ noun the 
act of giving specialist advice o a consul- 
tancy firm o He offers a consultancy 
service. 


consultant /kon'saltont/ noun a spe- 
cialist who gives advice o engineering 
consultant o management consultant o 
tax consultant 


consultation /,kpnsol'te1f(o)n/ noun 
1. a meeting with someone who can give 
specialist advice 2. a meeting between a 
client and a professional adviser such as 
a solicitor or QC 

consultation document /,kvnsol 
'terf(a)n ,dokjumont/ noun a paper 
which is issued by a government depart- 
ment to people who are asked to com- 
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context 


ment and make suggestions for improve- 
ment 

consultative /kon'saltativ/ adjective 
being asked to give advice o the report of 
a consultative body o She is acting in a 
consultative capacity. 

consultative document /kən 
sAltotiv 'dpkjumont/ noun same as 
consultation document 

consulting /kon'saltty/ adjective per- 
son who gives specialist advice o con- 
sulting engineer 

consumer /kon'sju:mo/ noun a per- 
son or company which buys and uses 
goods and services o Gas consumers are 
protesting at the increase in prices. o The 
factory is a heavy consumer of water. 
consumer council /kon,sju:mo 
'kauns(9)l/ noun a group representing 
the interests of consumers 

consumer credit = /kon,sju:mo 
'kredit/ noun the provision of loans by 
finance companies to help people buy 
goods 

consumer goods _ /kon,sju:mo 
'gudz/ plural noun goods bought by the 
general public and not by businesses 
consumer legislation /kon,sju:mo 
iled31'slerf(a)n/ noun law which gives 
rights to people who buy goods or who 
pay for services 

consumer protection /kon,sju:mo 
pro'tekfon/ noun the activity of protect- 
ing consumers from unfair or illegal 
business practices 

consummation = /,konso'me1f(a)n/ 
noun the act of having sexual intercourse 
for the first time after the marriage cere- 
mony 

contact /'kontækt/ noun 1. a person 
you know who can give you help such as 
finding work or advice and information o 
He has many contacts in the city. o Who 
is your contact in the Ministry? 2. the act 
of getting in touch with someone o I 
have lost contact with them I do not 
communicate with them any longer o he 
put me in contact with a good lawyer 
he told me how to get in touch with a 
good lawyer 

contact order /‘kontekt ,o:da/ noun 
a court order allowing a parent to see a 
child where the child is in the care of 


someone else, such as the other parent in 
the case of a divorced couple. Former 
name access order 


contemnor /kon'temno/ noun some- 
body who commits a contempt of court 


contempt /kon'tempt/ noun the act of 
showing a lack of respect to a court or 
Parliament o to be in contempt to have 
shown disrespect to a court, especially 
by disobeying a court order n to purge 
one’s contempt to apologise, to do 
something to show that you are sorry for 
the lack of respect shown 


contempt of court /kon,tempt ov 
'ko:t/ noun the act of showing a lack of 
respect to a court, by bad behaviour in 
court or by refusing to carry out a court 
order o At common law, conduct tending 
to interfere with the course of justice in 
particular legal proceedings constitutes 
criminal contempt. 


content /'kpntent/ noun the subject 
matter of a letter or other document o the 
content of the letter the real meaning of 
the letter 


contentious /kan'tenfas/ adjective, 
noun (of legal business) where there is a 
dispute 

contents /'kontents/ plural noun 
things contained in something o The con- 
tents of the bottle poured out onto the 
floor. o The customs officials inspected 
the contents of the box. a the contents of 
the envelope the things in the envelope 


contest /kon'test/ noun a situation in 
which people or groups try to gain an ad- 
vantage m verb 1. to argue that a decision 
or a ruling is wrong o I wish to contest 
the statement made by the witness. 2. to 
compete to be successful in something 
such as an election 


contested takeover /kon,testid 
'terkouve/ noun a takeover where the 
directors of the company being bought 
do not recommend the bid and try to fight 
1t 


context /'kontekst/ noun 1. other 
words which surround a word or phrase 
o The words can only be understood in 
the context of the phrase in which they 
occur. n the words were quoted out of 
context the words were quoted without 
the rest of the surrounding text, so as to 


contingency 


give them a different meaning 2. the gen- 
eral situation in which something hap- 
pens o The action of the police has to be 
seen in the context of the riots against the 
government. 

contingency /kon'tind3ansi/ noun a 
possible state of emergency when deci- 
sions will have to be taken quickly 
contingency fund /kon'tind3onsi 
fand/ noun money set aside in case it is 
needed urgently 

contingency plan /kon'tindzansi 
plen/ noun a plan which will be put into 
action if something happens which is ex- 
pected to happen 

contingent expenses /kən 
,tindzont 1k'spensiz/ plural noun ex- 
penses which will be incurred only if 
something happens 

contingent fee /kon'tindzont fi:/ 
noun US a fee paid to a legal practitioner 
which is a proportion of the damages re- 
covered in the case 


contingent interest /kon,tind3zont 
‘intrast/ noun US an interest in property 
which may or may not exist in the future 
contingent policy /kon,tind3zont 
‘pplisi/ noun a policy which pays out 
only if something happens, e.g. if the 
person named in the policy dies before 
the person who is to benefit from it 
contingent remainder /kən 
,tindgzont ri'meindd/ noun a remainder 
which is contingent upon something 
happening in the future 

contra /‘kontro/ prefix against, oppo- 
site, or contrasting 

contract /kon'trekt/ noun 1. a legal 
agreement between two or more parties o 
to draw up a contract o to draft a con- 
tract o to sign a contract n the contract 
is binding on both parties both parties 
signing the contract must do what is 
agreed o by private contract by private 
legal agreement o under contract bound 
by the terms of a contract o The firm is 
under contract to deliver the goods by 
November. o to void a contract to make 
a contract invalid 2. o contract for serv- 
ices an agreement for the supply of a 
service or goods 0 contract for the supply 
of spare parts © to enter into a contract 
to supply spare parts © to sign a contract 


for #10,000 worth of spare parts o to put 


work out to contract to decide that 
work should be done by another compa- 
ny on a contract, rather than employing 
members of staff to do it o to award a 
contract to a company, to place a con- 
tract with a company to decide that a 
company shall have the contract to do 
work for you o to tender for a contract 
to put forward an estimate of cost for 
work to be carried out under contract o 
the company is in breach of contract 
the company has failed to do what was 
agreed in the contract 3. an agreement to 
kill someone for a payment (slang) o 
there is a contract out for him someone 
has offered money for him to be killed m 
verb to agree to do something on the ba- 
sis of a contract o to contract to supply 
spare parts or to contract for the supply 
of spare parts o the supply of spare 
parts was contracted out to Smith Ltd 
Smith Ltd was given the contract for sup- 
plying spare parts o to contract out of 
an agreement to withdraw from an 
agreement with written permission of the 
other party 
COMMENT: A contract is an agreement 
between two or more parties to create 
legal obligations between them. Some 
contracts are made ‘under seal’, i.e. 
they are signed and sealed by the par- 
ties; most contracts are made orally or 
in writing. The essential elements of a 
contract are: (a) that an offer made by 
one party should be accepted by the 
other; (b) consideration; (c) the inten- 
tion to create legal relations. The 
terms of a contract may be express or 
implied. A breach of contract by one 
party entitles the other party to sue for 
damages or in some cases to seek 
specific performance. 
contracting party /kon,trektin 
‘paiti/ noun the person or company that 
signs a contract 


contract killer /,kontrekt 'kılə/ 
noun somebody who will kill someone if 
paid to do so 

contract law /'kontrækt lo:/ noun 
law relating to agreements 

contract note /‘kontrekt nout/ 
noun a note showing that shares have 
been bought or sold but not yet paid for 
contract of employment 
/,kontreekt ov mm'plormont/, contract 


contributory causes 


of service noun a contract between an 
employer and an employee showing all 
the conditions of work 

contractor /kon'trekto/ noun a per- 
son who enters into a contract, especially 
a person or company that does work ac- 
cording to a written agreement 
contractual /kon'trektfual/ adjec- 
tive according to a contract o to fulfil 
your contractual obligations to do what 
you have agreed to do in a contract o he 
is under no contractual obligation to 
buy he has signed no agreement to buy 
contractual liability /kon,trekt fuol 
lara'biliti/ noun a legal responsibility 
for something as stated in a contract 
contractually /kon'trektjuoli/ ad- 
verb according to a contract o The com- 
pany is contractually bound to pay his 
expenses. 

contract under seal /,kontrekt 
‘anda sitl/ noun a contract which has 
been signed and legally approved with 
the seal of the company or the person en- 
tering into it. Compare simple contract 
contract work /kontrekt ws:k/ 
noun work done according to a written 
agreement 

contradict /,kontra'dikt/ verb 1. to 
say exactly the opposite of something o 
The witness contradicted himself several 
times. 2. to disagree in various details 
with another statement, story or report, 
so that both cannot be true o The state- 
ment contradicts the report in the news- 
papers. 

contradiction /,kontra'dikfan/ noun 
a statement which contradicts o The wit- 
ness’ evidence was a mass of contradic- 
tions. o There is a contradiction between 
the Minister’s statement in the House of 
Commons and the reports published in 
the newspapers. 

contradictory = /,kontra'dikt(o)ri/ 
adjective not agreeing o a mass of con- 
tradictory evidence 

contra entry /‘kontro ,entri/ noun an 
entry made in the opposite side of an ac- 
count to make an earlier entry worthless, 
i.e. a debit against a credit 

contra proferentem /,kontroa ,profo 
'rentem/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘against the one making the point’: rule 


that an ambiguity in a document is con- 
strued against the party who drafted it 


contrary /‘kontrori/ noun the opposite 
o Information suggests that the contrary 
is true. o on the contrary used for em- 
phasising an opposite statement o Coun- 
sel was not annoyed with the witness — 
on the contrary, she praised him. o quite 
the contrary used for emphasising an 
opposite statement o I don’t dislike his 
manner of working -quite the contrary — 
I think it’s very effective. o to the contra- 
ry suggesting that the opposite is true or 
should happen o You should continue to 
do it this way, unless you receive instruc- 
tions to the contrary. 


contravene /,kontra'vi:n/ verb to do 
something that is not allowed by rules or 
regulations o The workshop has contra- 
vened the employment regulations. o The 


fire department can close a restaurant if 


it contravenes the safety regulations. 


contravention /,kontra'venfan/ 
noun the act of breaking a regulation o in 
contravention of contravening, going 
against o The restaurant is in contraven- 
tion of the safety regulations. o The man- 
agement of the cinema locked the fire ex- 
its in contravention of the fire regula- 
tions. 


contribute /kon'tribju:t/ verb n to 
contribute to to help something o The 
public response to the request for infor- 
mation contributed to the capture of the 
gang. 

contribution /kontri'bju:f(a)n/ 
noun 1. money paid to add to a sum 2. (in 
civil cases) the right of someone to get 
money from a third party to cover the 
amount which he or she personally has to 
pay 

contributor of capital /kon 
itribjutor əv 'kæpıt(ə)l/ noun some- 
body who contributes capital to a compa- 
ny 

contributory /kon'tribjut(a)ri/ noun 
a shareholder who is liable in respect of 
partly paid shares to a company being 
wound up 


contributory causes /kən 
trıbjut(ə)ri 'koizız/ plural noun causes 
which help something to take place o 
The report listed bad community rela- 


contributory factor 


tions as one of the contributory causes to 
the riot. 


contributory factor /kan 
itribjut(a)ri 'fæktə/ noun something 
which contributes to a result 


contributory negligence /kon 
itribjut(a)ri 'neglidzans/ noun negli- 
gence partly caused by the claimant and 
partly by the defendant, resulting in harm 
done to the claimant 


con trick /‘kon trik/ noun same as 
confidence trick (informal) 


control /kon'traul/ noun the fact of 
keeping someone or something in order 
or being able to direct them o The com- 
pany is under the control of three share- 
holders. o The family lost control of its 
business. o to gain control of a business 
to buy more than 50% of the shares so 
that you can direct the business o to lose 
control of a business to find that you 
have less than 50% of the shares in a 
company, and so are not longer able to 
direct it m verb 1. to have the power to 
decide what should happen to someone 
or something 2. to make sure that some- 
thing is restricted or kept at the correct 
level o The government is fighting to 
control inflation or to control the rise in 
the cost of living. 


controlled /kon'trauld/ adjective 1. 
limited by law o controlled chemicals 2. 
carried out in a way that will give accu- 
rate results and information o controlled 
trials 3. able to show no emotion when 
you are angry or upset o There were tears 
in her eyes as she replied but her voice 
was controlled. 


controlled drug /kon,trauld '‘drag/, 
controlled substance /kon,trould 
‘sabstons/ noun a drug or other sub- 
stance which is restricted by law and of 
which possession may be an offence 


controlling /kon'trauli/ adjective o 
to have a controlling interest in a com- 
pany to own more than 50% of the 
shares so that you can direct how the 
company is run 

control systems /kən'trəul 
,sistomz/ plural noun systems used to 
check that a computer system is working 
correctly 


control test /kon'troul test/ noun a 
test to decide if someone is an employee 
or is self-employed, used for purposes of 
tax assessment 

convene /kon'vi:n/ verb to ask people 
to come together o to convene a meeting 
of shareholders 

convenience /kon'viiniens/ noun o 
at your earliest convenience as soon as 
you find it possible o ship sailing under 
a flag of convenience ship flying the flag 
of a country which may have no ships of 
its own but allows ships of other coun- 
tries to be registered in its ports 
convenor /kən'vi:nə/ noun a person 
who calls other people together for a 
meeting 

convention /kon'venfon/ noun 1. a 
way in which something is usually done, 
accepted as the normal way to do it o It 
is the convention for American lawyers 
to designate themselves ‘Esquire’. 2. a 
meeting or series of meetings held to dis- 
cuss and decide important matters 3. an 
international treaty o the Geneva Con- 
vention on Human Rights o The three 
countries are all signatories of the con- 
vention. 

conversion /kan'v3:f(9)n/ noun the 
tort of dealing with a person’s property in 
a way which is not consistent with that 
person’s rights over it 

conversion of funds /kon,v3:f(a)n 
əv 'fandz/ noun the use of money which 
does not belong to you for a purpose for 
which it is not supposed to be used 
convert /kon'vs:t/ verb 1. to change 
property into another form such as cash 
2. o to convert funds to one’s own use 
to use someone else’s money for yourself 
convey /kon'vei/ verb 1. to carry 
goods from one place to another 2. o to 
convey a property to a purchaser to 
pass the ownership of the property to the 
purchaser 

conveyance /kən'verəns/ noun a le- 
gal document which transfers the owner- 
ship of land from the seller to the buyer 
conveyancer /kən'verənsə/ noun 
somebody who draws up a conveyance 
conveyancing /kən'verənsıy/ noun 
1. drawing up the document which legal- 
ly transfers a property from a seller to a 
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copy 


buyer 2. law and procedure relating to 
the purchase and sale of property 
convict /kon'vikt/ noun somebody 
who is kept in prison as a punishment for 
a crime m verb o to convict someone of 
a crime to find that someone is guilty of 
a crime o He was convicted of man- 
slaughter and sent to prison. 


convicted criminal /kon,viktid 
'krimin(9)I/ noun a criminal who has 
been found guilty and sentenced 


conviction /kon'vikfan/ noun 1. the 
feeling of being sure that something is 
true o It is his conviction that the claim- 
ant has brought the case maliciously. 2. 
a decision that a person accused of a 
crime is guilty o He has had ten convic- 
tions for burglary. > spent conviction. 
Compare sentence 


convict settlement = /kon,vikt 
'set(ə)lmənt/ noun US a prison camp 
where convicts are sent 
cooling off period /ku:lm ‘vf 
\pioriod/, cooling time US /‘ku:lin 
taim/ noun 1. during an industrial dis- 
pute, a period when negotiations have to 
be carried on and no action can be taken 
by either side 2. a period when a person 
is allowed to think about something 
which he or she has agreed to buy on 
hire-purchase and possibly return the 
item 
co-operation procedure /ksu ‚ppo 
'rerf(9)n pra,sizd3a/ noun (in the EU) a 
procedure introduced by the Single Eu- 
ropean Act which gives the European 
Parliament a more important role than 
before in considering European legisla- 
tion. p common position 
COMMENT: Originally the co-operation 
procedure was restricted to measures 
concerning the internal market (free 
movement of people within the union, 
no discrimination on grounds of na- 
tionality, harmonisation of health and 
safety in the workplace, etc.). It is now 
also used in connection with European 
transport policy, training, environmen- 
tal issues, etc. The co-operation pro- 
cedure implies that at the end of a dis- 
cussion period the Council will adopt a 
common position which must then 
be approved by the European Parlia- 
ment. 
co-operative /kəv'op(ə)rətıv/ noun 
a business run by a group of workers who 


are the owners and who share the profits 
o industrial co-operative o to set up a 
workers’ co-operative 

co-opt /,kou 'opt/ verb n to co-opt 
someone onto a committee to ask some- 
one to join a committee without being 
elected 


co-owner /,kau 'əunə/ noun some- 
body who owns something jointly with 
another person or persons o The two sis- 
ters are co-owners of the property. 
co-ownership /,kou 'sunofip/ noun 
1. an arrangement where two or more 
persons own a property 2. an arrange- 
ment where partners or employees have 
shares in a company 

cop /kop/ noun 1. a policeman 
(informal) 2. an arrest (informal) o it’s a 
fair cop you have caught me m verb 1. to 
catch or arrest someone (slang) 2. to get 
or to receive something (slang) o to cop 
a plea to plead guilty to a lesser charge 
and so hope the court will give a shorter 
sentence to save the time of a full trial 
co-partner /kau 'pa:tna/ noun some- 
body who is a partner in a business with 
another person 

co-partnership /kəu 'pa:tnəf1p/ 
noun an arrangement where partners or 
employees have shares in the company 
copper /'kopə/ noun a policeman 
(informal) 

copper-bottomed /,kppə 'botomid/ 
adjective (of a guarantee or promise) 
able to be completely trusted 
co-property /kou 'propəti/ noun 
ownership of property by two or more 
people together 

co-proprietor /,kou prə'prarətə/ 
noun somebody who owns a property 
with another person or several other peo- 
ple 

copy /'kpop1/ noun 1. a document which 
looks the same as another 2. anything 
which copies information in a document, 
by whatever means, including electronic 
copies, recordings, etc. o an illegal copy 
3. any document m verb 1. to make a sec- 
ond item which is like the first o He cop- 
ied the company report at night and took 
it home. 2. to make something which is 
similar to something else o She simply 
copied the design from another fashion 


copyright 


designer. o He is successful because he 
copies good ideas from other businesses. 


copyright /'kppirart/ noun an author’s 
legal right to publish his or her own work 
and not to have it copied, which lasts 50 
years after the author’s death under the 
Berne Convention, or a similar right of 
an artist, film maker or musician o work 
which is out of copyright work by a 
writer, etc., who has been dead for fifty 
years, and which anyone can publish o 
work still in copyright work by a living 
writer, or by a writer who has not been 
dead for fifty years m verb to confirm the 
copyright of a written work by printing a 
copyright notice and publishing the work 
a adjective covered by the laws of copy- 
right o It is illegal to take copies of a cop- 
yright work. 


COMMENT: Copyright exists in original 
written works, in works of art and 
works of music; it covers films, broad- 
casts, recordings, etc.; it also covers 
the layout of books, newspapers and 
magazines. Copyright only exists if the 
work is created by a person who is 
qualified to hold a copyright, and is 
published in a country which is quali- 
fied to hold a copyright. There is no 
copyright in ideas, items of news, his- 
torical events, items of information, or 
in titles of artistic works. When a copy- 
right is established, the owner of the 
copyright can copy his work himself, 
sell copies of it to the public, perform 
his work or exhibit it in public, broad- 
cast his work, or adapt it in some way. 
No other person has the right to do any 
of these things. Copyright lasts for 50 
years after the author's death accord- 
ing to the Berne Convention, and for 
25 years according to the Universal 
Copyright Convention. In the USA, 
copyright is for 50 years after the 
death of an author for books published 
after January 1st, 1978. For books 
published before that date, the original 
copyright was for 28 years after the 
death of the author, and this can be ex- 
tended for a further 28 year period up 
to amaximum of 75 years. In 1995, the 
European Union adopted a copyright 
term of 70 years after the death of the 
author. The copyright holder has the 
right to refuse or to grant permission to 
copy copyright material, though under 
the Paris agreement of 1971, the orig- 
inal publishers (representing the au- 
thor or copyright holder) must, under 
certain circumstances, grant licences 


to reprint copyright material. The cop- 
yright notice has to include the symbol 
©, the name of the copyright holder 
and the date of the copyright (which is 
usually the date of first publication). 
The notice must be printed in the book 
and usually appears on the reverse of 
the title page. A copyright notice is 
also printed on other forms of printed 
material such as posters. 
Copyright Act /‘kppi,rait ækt/ noun 
an Act of Parliament such as the Copy- 
right Acts 1911, 1956 or 1988 making 
copyright legal and controlling the copy- 
ing of copyright material 
copyright deposit /kopirart dr 
‘ppzit/ noun the act of placing a copy of 
a published work in a copyright library, 
usually the main national library, which 
is part of the formal process of copy- 
righting printed material 
copyrighted /'kppirartıd/ adjective 
protected by a valid copyright 
copyright holder / kppiraıt 
'həuldə/ noun somebody who owns the 
copyright in a work 
copyright law /'kppirart 19:/ noun 
law dealing with the protection of copy- 
right 
copyright notice /,kppirait 'noutis/ 
noun a note in a book showing who owns 
the copyright and the date of ownership 
cordon /'ko:d(9)n/ noun o a police 
cordon barriers and policemen put 
round an area to prevent anyone getting 
near it m verb n to cordon off to put bar- 
riers and policemen round (an area) so 
that no one can get near it o The street 
was cordoned off after the bomb was dis- 
covered. 
co-respondent /,kau ri'sppndont/ 
noun a party to divorce proceedings who 
has committed adultery with another 
person (NOTE: Do not confuse with cor- 
respondent.) 
coroner /'kprono/ noun a public offi- 
cial, either a doctor or a lawyer, who in- 
vestigates sudden violent deaths 


COMMENT: Coroners _ investigate 
deaths which are violent or unexpect- 
ed, deaths which may be murder or 
manslaughter, deaths of prisoners and 
deaths involving the police. 


coroners court /‘koronoz ko:t/ 
noun a court presided over by a coroner 


corruption 


coroner’s inquest /kvronoz 
'inkwest/ noun an inquest carried out by 
a coroner into a death, or into a case of 
treasure trove 


corporal punishment /,k9:p(o)ral 
‘panifmont/ noun the physical punish- 
ment of someone by beating him or her 


corporate /'ko:p(a)rat/ adjective re- 
ferring to a company 

corporate killing /,ko:p(o)rat 'kılıy/ 
noun a proposed criminal offence under 
which companies and similar organisa- 
tions would be held responsible for any 
deaths occurring as a result of the com- 
pany’s negligence 

corporate manslaughter 
/,korp(e)rat 'mænslə:tə/ noun the kill- 
ing of someone by a limited company, as 
ina fatal train accident where the railway 
company is held responsible 
corporate name /,ko:p(a)rot 'nerm/ 
noun the name of a large corporation 


corporate personality /,ko:p(o9)rot 
,p3isa'neliti/ noun the legal status of a 
company, so that it can be treated as a 
person 

corporate planning /,ko:p(o)rot 
‘pleenin/ noun the activity of planning 
the future work of a whole company 
corporate profits = /,ko:p(o)rot 
‘prpofits/ noun the profits of a corpora- 
tion 

corporation /,ko:pa'rerf(9)n/ noun 
1. a legal body such as a limited compa- 
ny or town council which has been incor- 
porated 2. US a company which is incor- 
porated in the United States 3. any large 
company 

corporeal hereditaments /kə: 
,pa:riol heri'ditoments/ plural noun 
rights of property which physically ex- 
ists, e.g. houses or furniture 

corpse /ko:ps/ noun the body of a dead 
person (NOTE: The US term is cadaver.) 


corpus /'ko:pas/ noun a body of laws. 
ù habeas corpus (NOTE: The plural is 
corpora.) 

corpus delicti /,ko:pos_ dı'lıktar/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘the body 
of the crime’: the real proof that a crime 
has been committed 


corpus legis /,ko:pas 'led31s/ phrase 
a Latin phrase meaning ‘body of laws’: 
books containing Roman civil law 


correctional institution /kə 
rekfn(o)l ,mnsti'tjurs(a)n/ noun US a 
prison 

corrective /ko'rekttv/ adjective treat- 
ing someone in such a way that he or she 
improves their behaviour or attitude o He 
was sent to the detention centre for cor- 
rective training. 


correspondent = _/,kori'sppndant/ 
noun 1. somebody who writes letters 2. 
a journalist who writes articles for a 
newspaper on specialist subjects o The 
Times’ legal correspondent o a court 
correspondent journalist who reports on 
the activities of a king or queen and the 
royal family o a lobby correspondent 
journalist from a newspaper who is part 
of the lobby which gets private briefings 
from government ministers 

corrigendum /,kpri'gendom/ noun 
an item which has been corrected (NOTE: 
The plural is corrigenda.) 


corroborate /ka'rpboreit/ verb to 
prove evidence which has already been 
given o The witness corroborated the ac- 
cused’s alibi, saying that at the time of 
the murder she had seen him in Brighton. 
corroboration = /ka,rvbo're1f(9)n/ 
noun evidence which confirms and sup- 
ports other evidence o The witness was 
unable to provide corroboration of what 
he had told the police. 

corroborative /kə'robərətıv/ adjec- 
tive adding support to something such as 
a statement or evidence o The letter pro- 
vides corroborative evidence, showing 
that the accused did know that the victim 
lived alone. 

corrupt /ko'rapt/ adjective willing to 
take bribes m verb o to corrupt some- 
one’s morals to make someone behave 
in a way which goes against the normal 
standard of behaviour 

corruption /kə'rapfən/ noun dishon- 
est behaviour such as paying or accept- 
ing money or giving a favour to make 
sure that something is done o The gov- 
ernment is keen to stamp out corruption 
in the police force. o Bribery and corrup- 
tion are difficult to control. 


corruptly 


corruptly /ka'raptli/ adverb in a cor- 
rupt way o He corruptly offered the offic- 
er money to get the charges dropped. 


Cosa Nostra /,kəvzə 'npstra/ noun 
same as Mafia 


cosponsor /'kəu,sponsə/ noun 
somebody who sponsors something with 
someone else o the three cosponsors of 
the bill 


cost /kpst/ noun 1. the amount of mon- 
ey which has to be paid for something o 
Computer costs are falling each year. o 
We cannot afford the cost of two tele- 
phone lines. n to cover costs to produce 
enough money in sales to pay for the 
costs of production 2. o to pay costs to 
pay the costs of a court case m verb 1. to 
have a price o How much does the ma- 
chine cost? o Rent of the room will cost 
£50 a day. 2. n to cost something to cal- 
culate how much money will be needed 
to make or do something 


cost of living /,kost ov 'livin/ noun 
money which has to be paid for essential 
items such as food, accommodation or 
heating 


cost-of-living allowance /,kpst ov 
‘Irvin ə,lauəns/ noun an addition to a 
standard salary to cover increases in the 
cost of living 


cost-of-living increase /,kpst ov 
‘livin ,inkri:s/ noun an increase in sala- 
ry to allow it to keep up with the in- 
creased cost of living 


cost-of-living index /,kpst ov ‘livin 
indeks/ noun a way of measuring the 
cost of living which is shown as a per- 
centage increase on the figure for the 
previous year 


costs /kpsts/ plural noun the expenses 
involved in a court case, including the 
fees, expenses and charges levied by the 
court itself, which can be awarded by the 
judge to the party which wins, so that the 
losing side pays the expenses of both 
sides o The judge awarded costs to the 
defendant. o Costs of the case will be 
borne by the prosecution. o The court 
awarded the claimant £2,000 in damag- 
es, with costs. 


costs draftsman /'kosts 
,dra:ftsman/ noun someone who draws 


up a bill of costs for assessment by the 
costs judge 

costs judge /'kpsts d3ad3/ noun an 
official of the Supreme Court who as- 
sesses the costs of a court action (NOTE: 
Since the introduction of the new Civil 
Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has in some cases replaced Tax- 
ing Master.) 


costs order /'kpsts ,o:da/ noun a 
court order requiring someone to pay 
costs 


coterminous /kou'ts:minas/ adjec- 
tive referring to two things which end at 
the same time o The leases are cotermin- 
ous. 


council /'kaunsəl/ noun 1. an official 
group chosen to run something or to ad- 
vise on a problem 2. same as Privy 
Council 


Council of Ministers /,kauns(9)l ov 
‘ministoz/ noun » Council of the Eu- 
ropean Union 


Council of the European Union 
/ kauns(a)l ov 6a ,juərəpi:ən 'ju:njən/ 
noun one of the four bodies which form 
the basis of the European Community 
(NOTE: not to be confused with the Eu- 
ropean Council. Formerly the Council 
of the European Union was called the 
Council of Ministers and it is still 
sometimes called this.) 


COMMENT: The Council does not have 
fixed members, but the Member 
States are each represented by the 
relevant government minister. The 
Council is headed by a President, and 
the Presidency rotates among the 
Member States in alphabetical order, 
each serving for a six-month period. In 
practice this means that each Member 
State can control the agenda of the 
Council, and therefore that of the Eu- 
ropean Union, for a period of six 
months, and can try to get as many of 
its proposals put into legislation as it 
can during that period. When meeting 
to discuss general matters the Council 
is formed of the foreign ministers of the 
Member States, but when it discusses 
specialised problems it is formed of 
the relevant government ministers: so 
when discussing agriculture, for exam- 
ple, it is formed of the Agriculture Min- 
isters of the Member States. 


counsel /‘kaunsoal/ noun a barrister or 
barristers acting for one of the parties in 


County Court Rules 


a legal action o defence counsel o prose- 
cution counsel o The claimant appeared 
in court with his solicitor and two coun- 
sel. 


counsellor /'kaunsələ/ noun 1. a 
trained person who gives advice or help 
o They went to see a marriage guidance 
counsellor. 2. US a legal practitioner 
who advises a person in a case 


counsel’s advice /,kaunsalz od 
'vais/ noun a barrister’s written advice 
about a case o We sent the documents to 
the police on the advice of the solicitor or 
we took the solicitor’s advice and sent 
the documents to the police. 


counsel’s opinion /,kaunsalz ə 
'pınjən/ noun same as counsel’s ad- 
vice 

count /kaunt/ noun a separate charge 
against an accused person read out in 
court in the indictment o He was found 
guilty on all four counts. 


counter /‘kaunt9/ noun a long flat sur- 
face in a shop for displaying and selling 
goods o over the counter legally o 
goods sold over the counter retail sales 
of goods in shops o under the counter 
illegally = under-the-counter sales 
black market sales m adjective, adverb 
opposite, or with an opposite effect 


counter- /kaunto/ prefix opposing 


counterclaim /'kauntəklaım/ noun 
1. in a court, a claim by a defendant 
against whom a claimant is bringing a 
claim. The counterclaim is included in 
the same proceedings and statement of 
case as the original claim. Also called 
Part 20 claim 2. a claim for damages 
made in reply to a previous claim o Jones 
claimed £25,000 in damages against 
Smith, and Smith entered a counterclaim 
of £50,000 for loss of office. m verb to put 
in a counterclaim o Jones claimed 
£25,000 in damages and Smith counter- 
claimed £50,000 for loss of office. 


counterfeit /‘kauntofit/ adjective 
(especially of money or objects of val- 
ue) false or imitation o He was charged 
with passing counterfeit notes in shops. © 
She was selling counterfeit Rolex watch- 
es. m verb to make imitation money or 
other objects of value 


counterfeiting /‘kaunto,fitm/ noun 
the crime of making imitation money or 
other objects of value 


counter-intelligence /kaunta in 
'telidzons/ noun an organisation of se- 
cret agents whose job is to work against 
the secret agents of another country o 
The offices were bugged by counter-in- 
telligence agents. 


countermand /,kaunts'maind/ verb 
o to countermand an order to say that 
an order must not be carried out 


counteroffer /‘kauntor,pfa/ noun an 
offer made in reply to another offer 


counterpart /‘kauntopa:t/ noun 1. a 
copy of a lease 2. somebody who has a 
similar job in another company o John is 
my counterpart in Smith’s he has a 
similar post at Smith’s as I have here 


counter-promise /,kaunts 'promis/ 
noun a promise made in reply to a prom- 
ise 


countersign /‘kauntosain/ verb to 
sign a document which has already been 
signed by someone else o The payment 
has to be countersigned by the mortga- 
gor. 


counter to /'kauntə tə/ noun against, 
opposite o The decision of the court runs 
counter to the advice of the clerk to the 
justices. 


country of origin /,kantri əv 
'orıd3ın/ noun a country where some- 
one was born or from where someone 
has come, or where goods were produced 
o There is a space on the form for ’coun- 
try of origin’. 
County Court /,kaunti 'ko:t/ noun 
one of the types of court in England and 
Wales which hears local civil cases 
COMMENT: There are about 270 Coun- 
ty Courts in England and Wales. 
County Courts are presided over by ei- 
ther district judges or circuit judges. 
They deal mainly with claims regard- 
ing money, but also deal with family 
matters, bankruptcies and claims con- 
cerning land. A district judge will hear 
most civil cases up to a value of 
£50,000, and circuit judge will deal 
with more serious cases. 
County Court Rules /,kaunti ko:t 
'rurlz/ noun a book of procedural rules 
for County Courts. Abbreviation CCR 


coup 


coup /ku:/, coup d’état /'ku: der'tæ/ 
noun a rapid change of government 
which removes one government by force 
and replaces it by another o After the 
coup, groups of students attacked the po- 
lice stations. 
COMMENT: A coup is usually carried 
out by a small number of people, who 
already have some power (such as 
army officers), while a revolution is a 
general uprising of a large number of 
ordinary people. A coup changes the 
members of a government, but a revo- 
lution changes the whole social sys- 
tem. 
court /ko:t/ noun 1. a place where a tri- 
al is held o to take someone to court to 
start legal proceedings against someone 
ain court present during a trial o The de- 
fendant was in court for three hours. o in 
open court in a courtroom with mem- 
bers of the public present o a settlement 
was reached out of court, the two par- 
ties reached an out-of-court settlement 
the dispute was settled between the two 
parties privately without continuing the 
court case 2. o Criminal Court, Civil 
Court a court where criminal or civil 
cases are heard 3. the judges or magis- 
trates in a court o The court will retire for 
thirty minutes. 
COMMENT: In England and Wales the 
main courts are: the Magistrates’ 
Court: trying minor criminal offences 
such as petty crime; adoption; affilia- 
tion; maintenance and domestic vio- 
lence; licensing; the County Court: 
most civil actions up to a value of 
£50,000; the High Court: most civil 
claims where the value exceeds 
£50,000; the Crown Court: major 
crime; the Court of Appeal: appeals 
from lower courts, such as the High 
Court; the House of Lords: the high- 
est court of appeal in the country; the 
Privy Council: appeals on certain 
matters from England and Wales, and 
appeals from certain Commonwealth 
countries; the European Court of 
Justice: appeals where EU legislation 
is involved. Other courts include em- 
ployment tribunals: employment dis- 
putes; courts-martial: military mat- 
ters. 
court action /'ko:t ,ekfon/ noun a 
civil case in a law court where a person 
files a claim against another person 
(NOTE: In general, action has now been 
replaced by claim.) 


court case /'ko:t kers/ noun same as 
court action 


courthouse /'ko:thaus/ noun espe- 
cially US a building in which trials take 
place o There was police cordon round 
the courthouse. 


court-martial /,ko:t 'ma:f(a)l/ noun 
1. a court which tries someone serving in 
the armed forces for offences against 
military discipline o He was found guilty 
by the court-martial and sentenced to 
imprisonment. 2. the trial of someone 
serving in the armed forces by the armed 
forces authorities o The court-martial 
was held in the army headquarters. 
(NOTE: The plural is courts-martial.) = 
verb to try someone who is serving in the 
armed forces (NOTE: court-martialled) 


Court of Appeal /ko:t ov 9s'pi:l/, 
Court of Appeals /ko:t əv/ noun a civil 
or criminal court to which a person may 
go to ask for an award or a sentence to be 
changed. Also called Appeal Court 


COMMENT: In the majority of cases in 
English law, decisions of lower courts 
and of the High Court can be appealed 
to the Court of Appeal. The Court of 
Appeal is divided into the Civil Division 
and the Criminal Division. The Civil Di- 
vision hears appeals from the County 
Court and the High Court; the Criminal 
Division hears appeals from the Crown 
Court. From the Court of Appeal, ap- 
peal lies to the House of Lords. When 
the remedies available under English 
law are exhausted, it is in some cases 
possible to appeal to the European 
Court of Justice. For many countries, 
especially Commonwealth countries, 
appeals from the highest court of 
these countries may be heard by the 
Privy Council. 


court officer /,ko:t 'pfiso/ noun a 
member of the staff of a court, especially 
a County Court 


court of first instance /,ko:t ov 

fsist 'Instons/ noun a court where a 

case is heard first 
COMMENT: The CFI hears cases con- 
cerning the staff of the EU, cases con- 
cerning the coal and steel industries 
and cases regarding competition. The 
court is formed of 15 judges, and its 
judgements can be appealed to the 
ECJ. 

Court of First Instance /,ko:t əv 

fsist 'ınstəns/ noun a court set up under 


cover 


the Single European Act, formed of 15 
judges, whose judgments can be ap- 
pealed to the European Court of Justice. 
Abbreviation CFI 
COMMENT: The Court of First Instance 
initially heard only cases concerning 
the staff of the EU, cases concerning 
the coal and steel industries and cases 
regarding competition. As a result of 
provisions of the Treaty of European 
Union, the CFI now has all of the Euro- 
pean Court’s jurisdiction except for Ar- 
ticle 234 references and cases involv- 
ing infringement proceedings against 
Member States. 
Court of Justice of the European 
Communities noun » European 
Court of Justice 
court of last resort /,ko:t ov la:st ri 
'zo:t/ noun US the highest court from 
which no appeals can be made 
court of law /,ko:t ov 'lo:/ noun same 
as court o The law courts are in the cen- 
tre of the town. o She works in the law 
courts as an usher. 
Court of Protection /,ko:t ov pra 
'tekf(a)n/ noun a court appointed to 
protect the interests of people who are in- 
capable of dealing with their own affairs, 
such as patients who are mentally ill 
Court of Session /,ko:t ov 'sef(a)n/ 
noun the highest civil court in Scotland 
court order /,ko:t 'o:da/ noun a legal 
order made by a court, telling someone 
to do or not to do something o The court 
made an order for maintenance or made 
a maintenance order. o He refused to 
obey the court order and was sent to pris- 
on for contempt. 
court or tribunal /,ko:t ə: trar 
'bju:n(o)l/ noun any body which has of- 
ficial status and which has the power to 
give binding rulings on legal rights and 
obligation, although it may not have the 
actual title of ‘court’ (NOTE: The Deputy 
High Bailifffs Court in the Isle of Man 
and the Dutch Appeals Committee for 
General Medicine have each been held 
to be a ‘court or tribunal’ according to 
European Union law.) 
courtroom /‘ko:tru:m/ noun a room 
where a judge presides over a trial 
covenant /'kavanont/ noun an agree- 
ment or undertaking to do something or 
not to do something, contained in a deed 


or contract o He signed a covenant 
against underletting the premises. m verb 
to agree to pay a sum of money each year 
by contract o to covenant to pay £10 per 
annum to a charity 
COMMENT: Examples of restrictive 
covenants could be a clause in a con- 
tract of employment which prevents 
the employee from going to work for a 
competitor, or a clause in a contract for 
the sale of a property which prevents 
the purchaser from altering the build- 
ing. There is a tax advantage to the re- 
cipient of covenanted money; a charity 
pays no tax, so it can reclaim tax at the 
standard rate on the money covenant- 
ed to it. 
covenant marriage /‘kavonont 
smeerid3/ noun in the USA, a form of 
marriage contract with stricter than usual 
conditions for couples wishing to marry 
or get divorced, including counselling 
before marriage and a two-year separa- 
tion before a divorce 


covenant to repair /,kavanant to ri 
'peə/ noun an agreement by a landlord 
or tenant to keep a rented property in 
good repair 


cover /'kava/ noun 1. o to operate 
without adequate cover without being 
protected by insurance o to ask for addi- 
tional cover to ask the insurance compa- 
ny to increase the amount for which you 
are insured 2. o to send something un- 
der separate cover in a separate enve- 
lope o to send a document under plain 
cover in an ordinary envelope with no 
company name printed on it m verb 1. to 
include and deal with something o The 
agreement covers all agencies. o The 
newspapers have covered the murder tri- 
al. o The fraud case has been covered by 
the consumer protection legislation. 2. o 
to cover a risk to be protected by insur- 
ance against a risk o to be fully covered 
to have insurance against all risks 3. US 
to purchase goods from another supplier 
to replace those which have not been de- 
livered according to contract 4. to have 
enough money to pay o the damage was 
covered by the insurance the insurance 
company paid for the damage to cover 
a position to have enough money to pay 
for a forward purchase 5. to ask for secu- 
rity against a loan which you are making 
6. to earn enough money to pay for costs, 


coverage 


expenses, etc. o We do not make enough 
sales to cover the expense of running the 
shop. o We hope to reach the point soon 
when sales will cover all costs. 
coverage /'kav(a)rid3/ noun 1. » 
press coverage 2. US protection guar- 
anteed by insurance o Do you have cov- 
erage against fire damage? 

covering letter /,kavorin ‘leto/, cov- 
ering note noun a letter or note sent 
with documents to say why you are send- 
ing them 

cover note /'kavə naut/ noun a letter 
from an insurance company giving basic 
details of an insurance policy and con- 
firming that the policy exists 

covert /'kouvat, 'kavat/ adjective se- 
cret 

covert action /,kouvot 'ekfan/ noun 
an action which is carried out secretly 
coverture /‘kavatfua/ noun (of a 
woman) a state of being married 

CPR abbreviation Civil 
Rules 

CPS abbreviation Crown Prosecution 
Service 

cracksman /'kreksmon/ noun a 
criminal who specialises in breaking 
safes (slang) 

credere /'kreidori/ » del credere 
agent 

credit /‘kredit/ verb to note money re- 
ceived in an account 


credit account /'kredit o,kaunt/ 
noun an account which a customer has 
with a shop which allows them to buy 
goods and pay for them later 

credit agency /‘kredit ,e1d3ansi/ 
noun a company which reports on the 
ability of customers to pay their debts 
and shows whether they should be al- 
lowed credit 

credit balance /‘kredit ,belons/ 
noun the balance on an account showing 
that more money is owed or has been 
paid by someone than is due or has been 
received by them 

credit bank /‘kredit benk/ noun a 
bank which lends money 

credit card /‘kredit ka:d/ noun a 
plastic card which allows the owner to 


Procedure 


buy goods without paying for them im- 
mediately 
credit card holder /'kredit kaid 
shaulda/ noun somebody who has a 
credit card 
credit facilities /‘kredit fo,silitiz/ 
plural noun arrangement with a bank or 
supplier to have credit so as to buy goods 
credit limit /‘kredit ,lmmit/ noun a 
fixed amount of money which is the most 
a client can owe 
credit note /‘kredit nout/ noun a note 
showing that money is owed to a custom- 
er 
creditor /‘kredita/ noun somebody 
who is owed money. ù secured credi- 
tor, unsecured creditor 
creditors’ meeting /'kredıtəz 
,mi:t19/ noun a meeting of all persons to 
whom a company in receivership owes 
money 
credit rating /‘kredit ,rettm/ noun 
the amount which a credit agency feels a 
customer should be allowed to borrow 
credit transfer /‘kredit ,transfs:/ 
noun the movement of money from one 
account to another 
crime /kraim/ noun 1. an act which is 
against the law and which is punishable 
by law o There has been a 50% increase 
in crimes of violence. 2. illegal acts in 
general o crime is on the increase o 
There has been an increase in violent 
crime. 
COMMENT: A crime is an illegal act 
which may result in prosecution and 
punishment by the state if the accused 
is convicted. Generally, in order to be 
convicted of a crime, the accused 
must be shown to have committed an 
unlawful act (actus reus) with a crimi- 
nal state of mind (mens rea). The 
main types of crime are: 1. crimes 
against the person: murder; man- 
slaughter; assault, battery, wounding; 
grievous bodily harm; abduction; 2. 
crimes against property: theft; rob- 
bery; burglary; obtaining property or 
services or pecuniary advantage by 
deception; blackmail; handling stolen 
goods; going equipped to steal; crimi- 
nal damage; possessing something 
with intent to damage or destroy prop- 
erty; forgery; 3. sexual offences: 
rape; buggery; bigamy; indecency; 4. 
political offences: treason; terrorism; 
sedition; breach of the Official Secrets 


criminal responsibility 


Act; 5. offences against justice: as- 
sisting an offender; conspiracy; perju- 
ry; contempt of court; perverting the 
course of justice; 6. public order of- 
fences: obstruction of the police; un- 
lawful assembly; obscenity; possess- 
ing weapons; misuse of drugs; breach 
of the peace; 7. road traffic offences: 
careless or reckless driving; drunken 
driving; driving without a licence or in- 
surance. Most minor crime is tried be- 
fore the Magistrates’ Courts; more se- 
rious crime is tried at the Crown Court 
which has greater powers to sentence 
offenders. Most crimes are prosecuted 
by the police or the Crown Prosecu- 
tors, though private prosecutions 
brought by individuals are possible. 
crime rate /‘kraim reit/ noun the 
number of crimes committed in a specif- 
ic period, shown as a percentage of the 
total population 


crime scene /‘kramm si:n/ noun the 
place where a crime has been committed 


crime scene tape /‘kraim si:n ,terp/ 
noun tape that is used to cordon off an 
area and warn people of a crime scene 
(NOTE: The British term is incident 
tape.) 

crime wave /'kratm werv/ noun a 
sudden increase in crime 


criminal /‘krimin(o9)l/ adjective 1. ille- 
gal o Misappropriation of funds is a 
criminal act. 2. referring to crime o the 
criminal population all people who 
have committed crimes m noun a person 
who has committed a crime or who often 
commits crimes o The police have con- 
tacted known criminals to get leads on 
the gangland murder. o a hardened 
criminal a person who has committed 
many crimes 

criminal action /,krimin(o)1 'ækfən/ 
noun a case brought usually by the state 
against someone who is charged with a 
crime 

criminal bankruptcy /,krimim(a)l 
'benkraptsi/ noun bankruptcy of a 
criminal in the Crown Court as a result of 
crimes of which he or she has been con- 
victed 

criminal bankruptcy order 
/,krimin(e)l 'benkraptsi ,o:de/ noun 
an order made against someone who has 
been convicted in the Crown Court of an 
offence which has resulted in damage 


above a specific sum to other identified 
parties 
criminal court /‘krimin(9)l ko:t/ 
noun a court such as a Crown Court 
which deals with criminal cases 
criminal damage = /,krimin(o)l 
'dæmıd3/ noun the notifiable offence of 
causing serious damage 
Criminal Defence Service 
/,krimin(a)l di'fens ,s3:vis/ noun the 
British government service which pro- 
vides legal advice and assistance in each 
community to people with very little 
money who are suspected of criminal of- 
fences or are facing criminal proceed- 
ings. Abbreviation CDS 
COMMENT: The service replaces part 
of the Legal Aid scheme (the Commu- 
nity Legal Service deals with civil and 
family cases). 
Criminal Injuries Compensation 
Board /,krimin(a)l Andzoriz 
ikpmpon'serf(a)n ,bo:d/ noun a com- 
mittee which administers the awarding 
of compensation to victims of crime 
Criminal Investigation depart- 
ment /krimin(9)1 1m, vesti'gerf(a)n di 
,paitmont/ noun a section of the British 
police which investigates serious crimes. 
Abbreviation CID 
criminal law /,krimin(o9)l 'lo:/ noun 
law relating to acts committed against 
the laws of the land and which are pun- 
ishable by the state 
criminal libel /,krimim(o)l 'larb(o)l/ 
noun a serious libel which might cause a 
breach of the peace 
criminal negligence /,krimm(e)l 
‘neglid3ans/ noun the offence of acting 
recklessly with the result that harm is 
done to other people 
criminal offence /krimin(s)l ə 
'fens/ noun an action which is against 
the law 
criminal record /,krrmin(e)l 
'reko:d/ noun a note of previous crimes 
for which someone has been convicted o 
The accused had no criminal record. o 
He has a criminal record going back to 
the time when he was still at school. 
criminal responsibility 
/,krimin(a)l r1,sponst'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being responsible for a crime that 
has been committed (NOTE: The age of 


criminology 


criminal responsibility is ten years. Chil- 
dren under ten years old cannot be 
charged with a crime.) 

criminology /,krimi'nvlad3i/ noun 
the academic study of crime 

criterion /krat'tiorion/ noun the 
standard by which something can be 
judged o Using the criterion of the ratio 
of cases solved to cases reported, the po- 
lice force is becoming more efficient. 
(NOTE: The plural is criteria.) 
criticise /‘kritisa1z/, criticize verb to 
say that someone or something is bad or 
wrong o The procedures were severely 
criticised as being discriminatory. 
(NOTE: criticised — criticising) 
criticism /‘kritis1z(a)m/ noun 1. a 
comment o If you have any constructive 
criticisms to make, I shall be glad to hear 
them. 2. an unfavourable comment or se- 
ries of comments o There was a lot of 
criticism of the proposed changes. o My 
detailed criticisms relate to section 3 of 
the report. 

crook /kruk/ noun a person who has 
committed a crime, especially a crime in- 
volving deceit (slang) 

cross /kros/ verb n to cross a cheque 
to write two lines across a cheque to 
show that it has to be paid into a bank 
crossed cheque /,krost 'tfek/ noun 
a cheque with two lines across it showing 
that it can only be deposited at a bank 
and not exchanged for cash 
cross-examination /kros 1gzæmı 
'nerf(o)n/ noun the questioning of a wit- 
ness called by the opposing side in a 
case. Opposite evidence in chief 
(NOTE: The opposite is evidence in 
chief.) 

cross-examine /,kros_1g'zemin/ 
verb to question witnesses called by the 
other side in a case, in the hope that you 
can discredit or weaken their evidence 
cross holdings /'kros ,houldinz/ 
plural noun situation where two compa- 
nies own shares in each other in order to 
stop each from being taken over o The 
two companies have protected them- 
selves from takeover by a system of cross 
holdings. 

cross off /krvs 'pvf/ verb to remove 
something from a list o He crossed my 


name off his list. o You can cross him off 
our mailing list. 


cross out /,kros '‘aut/ verb to put a 
line through something which has been 
written o She crossed out £250 and put in 
£500. 


Crown /kraun/ noun n the Crown the 
King or Queen as representing the State 
o Mr Smith is appearing for the Crown. 
o The Crown submitted that the maxi- 
mum sentence should be applied in this 
case. o The Crown case or the case for 
the Crown was that the defendants were 
guilty of espionage. 

Crown copyright /,kraun 'kopirart/ 
noun copyright in government publica- 
tions 


Crown Court /,kraun 'ko:t/ noun a 
court, above the level of the magistrates’ 
courts, which is based on the six circuits 
in England and Wales and which hears 
criminal cases 
COMMENT: A Crown Court is formed of 
a circuit judge and jury, and hears ma- 
jor criminal cases. 
Crown Lands /,kraun ‘la:ndz/ plural 
noun land or property belonging to the 
King or Queen 
Crown privilege /,kraun 'privilid3/ 
noun the right of the Crown or the gov- 
ernment not to have to produce docu- 
ments to a court by reason of the interest 
of the state 


Crown Prosecution Service 
/ kraun ,prosi'kju:f(a)n ,s3ivis/ noun 
a government department, headed by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, which is 
responsible for the conduct of all crimi- 
nal cases instituted by the police in Eng- 
land and Wales, except for those prose- 
cuted by the Serious Fraud Office. Ab- 
breviation CPS 

Crown prosecutor / kraun 
'prosıkju:tə/ noun an official of the 
Crown Prosecution Service who is re- 
sponsible for prosecuting criminals in 
one of 13 areas in England Wales 
cruelty /'kru:əlti/ noun 1. behaviour 
which causes pain or injury to a person 
or animal 2. cruel behaviour towards a 
spouse 

cryptographic /,krıpto'græfık/ ad- 
jective referring to cryptography 


customs barrier 


cryptography /,krip'tografi/ noun 
the science of codes which allow ordi- 
nary text to be encrypted so that it cannot 
be read without a key 

cryptography support service 
/,kriptogrofi so'poi:t ,s3rvis/ noun a 
service which helps senders or receivers 
of encrypted electronic messages to read 
those messages 

CS gas /\si: es 'gzs/ noun gas given 
off by solid crystals of C,H,(CI)CH, 
used by police as a method of crowd con- 
trol 

CSO abbreviation community service 
order 


CTT abbreviation capital transfer tax 
culpability /,kalpa'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being culpable 

culpable /'kalpab(a)l/ adjective being 
likely to attract blame 

culpable homicide /,kalpab(o)l 
‘homisaid/ noun US murder or man- 
slaughter 

culpable negligence /,kalpab(o)l 
'neglıdzəns/ noun US negligence 
which is so bad that it amounts to an of- 
fence 

culprit /‘kalprit/ noun somebody who 
is responsible for a crime or for some- 
thing which has gone wrong 

curiam » per curiam 

currency /‘karonsi/ noun money in 
coins and notes which is used in a partic- 
ular country 

current account /‘karont o,kaunt/ 
noun an ordinary account in a bank into 
which money can be deposited and on 
which cheques can be drawn 

current assets /,karant 'zsets/ plu- 
ral noun assets used by a company in its 
ordinary work, e.g. materials, finished 
goods, cash 

current liabilities /,karont larə 
"bilttiz/ plural noun debts which a com- 
pany has to pay within the next account- 
ing period 

curriculum vitae = /ka,rikjulom 
'virtai/ noun a summary of a person’s 
life story showing details of education 
and work experience o Candidates 
should send a letter of application with a 
curriculum vitae to the administrative of- 


fice. Abbreviation CV (NOTE: The US 
term is résumé.) 


curtilage /'ks:t1l1d3/ noun land round 
a house 


custodial establishment = /ka 
,Stoudial 1'steeblifmont/ noun a prison 
or other institution where criminals are 
kept 

custodial sentence /ka,stoudial 
‘sentons/ noun a sentence which in- 
volves sending someone to prison 


custodian /ka'staudian/ noun some- 
body who protects, guards or looks after 
something or someone 


custody /'kastadi/ noun 1. the condi- 
tion of being kept in prison or in a cell o 
in police custody held by the police, but 
not actually arrested, while helping the 
police with their inquiries o The young 
men were kept in police custody over- 
night. 2. the legal right of a parent to 
keep and bring up a child after a divorce 
o Custody of the children was awarded to 
the mother. o The court granted the 
mother custody of both children. 3. the 
control and care of something by some- 
one o The files are in the custody of my 
lawyer or in my lawyer’s custody. 


custom /'kastəm/ noun 1. unwritten 
rules which lay down how things are usu- 
ally done and have been done for a long 
time o It is the custom that everyone 
stands up when the magistrates enter the 
courtroom. Also called customary law 
a the customs of the trade general way 
of working in a trade 2. the use of a shop 
by regular shoppers o to lose someone’s 
custom to do something which makes a 
regular customer go to another shop 


customs /'kastamz/ plural noun 1. 
same as Customs and Excise o to go 
through customs to pass through the 
area of a port or airport where customs 
officials examine goods 2. office of this 
department at a port or airport 
Customs and Excise /,kastomz on 
'eksaiz/ noun a government department 
which deals with VAT and with taxes on 
imports and on taxable products such as 
alcohol produced in the country 
customs barrier /‘kastomz ,berio/ 
noun the existence of customs duty in- 
tended to prevent imports 


customs clearance 


customs clearance /'kastəmz 
iklrorəns/ noun the act of clearing goods 
through customs 

customs declaration /'kastomz 
deklo,rerf(a)n/ noun a statement de- 
claring goods brought into a country on 
which customs duty may be paid 
customs duty /‘kastomz ,dju:ti/ 
noun a tax on goods imported into a 
country 

customs examination /‘kastomz 
Ig,Zeminetf(9)n/ noun the examination 
of goods or baggage by customs officials 
customs formalities /'kastomz fo: 
ymeelitiz/ plural noun declaration of 
goods by the shipper and examination of 
them by the customs 

customs officer /‘kastomz ,pfiso/, 
customs official noun somebody 
working for the customs 

customs seal /'kastəmz si:l/ noun a 
seal attached by customs officers to a box 
to show that the contents have passed 
through the customs 

customs tariffs /,kastomz 'terrfs/ 
plural noun tax to be paid for importing 
or exporting goods 


customs union /‘kastomz ,ju:njon/ 
noun an agreement between several 
countries that goods can travel between 
them without paying duty, while goods 
from other countries have to pay special 
duties 


cut in on /,kat 'in ,pn/ verb n to cut 
someone in on to offer someone part of 
the profits of a deal 


CV /\si: 'vi:/ abbreviation curriculum 
vitae o Please apply in writing, enclos- 
ing a current CV. 


cyberlaw /'satbalo:/ noun law dealing 
with use of the Internet, especially com- 
mercial law relating to commercial trans- 
actions, copyright law on information, or 
defamation law regarding statements 
made public 

cy-pres /,si: 'prei/ adjective, adverb 
as near as possible 

cy-près doctrine /jsi: 'prer 
\doktrin/ noun a rule that if a charity 
cannot apply its funds to the purposes for 
which they were intended, a court can 
apply the funds to a purpose which is as 
close as possible to the original intention 


D 


DA abbreviation US district attorney 


dabs /debz/ plural noun fingerprints 
(slang) 

Dail /doil/, Dail Eireann /,doil 
'eər(ə)n/ noun the lower house of the 
parliament in the Republic of Ireland o 
The Foreign Minister reported on the 
meeting to the Dáil. (NOTE: The mem- 
bers of the Dail are called Teachta 
Dala (TD).) 

damage /'dæmıd3/ noun harm done to 
things o to suffer damage to be harmed 
a to cause damage to harm something o 
causing criminal damage notifiable of- 
fence where serious damage is caused m 
verb to harm o The storm damaged the 
cargo. o Stock which has been damaged 
by water. o He alleged that the newspa- 
per article was damaging to the compa- 
ny’s reputation. 

damaged /'dzemid3d/ adjective hav- 
ing suffered damage or which has been 
harmed 

damage feasant /,demid3 'fi:zont/ 
noun a situation where the animals of 
one person damage the property of an- 
other person 

damages /'dem1id31z/ plural noun 1. 
money claimed by a claimant from a de- 
fendant as compensation for harm done o 
to claim £1,000 in damages 2. money 
awarded by a court as compensation to a 
claimant o to be liable for or in damages 
o to pay £25,000 in damages o to bring 
an action for damages against some- 
one to take someone to court and claim 
damages 

danger /'detnd39/ noun 1. the possi- 
bility of being harmed or killed o There 
is danger to the employees in using old 
machinery. 2. likelihood or possibility o 
there is no danger of the case being 


heard early it is not likely that the case 
will be heard early o in danger of being 
easily able to happen o He is in danger to 
being in contempt of court. 


dangerous /'deind3eras/ adjective 
being possibly harmful o dangerous an- 
imals animals, such as some breeds of 
dog and some wild animals, which may 
attack people and have to be kept under 
strict conditions, or for which a licence 
has to be held o dangerous job a job 
where employees may be killed or hurt o 
dangerous weapon a device or weapon 
which can hurt someone 

dangerous driving /,demndzoras 
'drarvin/ noun formerly, an offence of 
driving dangerously (NOTE: Now called 
‘reckless driving’.) o causing death by 
dangerous driving the offence commit- 
ted by a driver causing the death of an- 
other person 


dark /da:k/ adjective not being used for 
hearings, trials, or other proceedings 


data protection /'dertə pra,tekfan/ 
noun protecting information such as 
records of individuals stored in a compu- 
ter from being copied or used wrongly 
(NOTE: data is usually singular: the data 
is easily available) 

date of commencement /,deit ov 
ko'mensmont/ noun the date when an 
Act of Parliament takes effect 

date stamp /'deit stamp/ noun a 
stamp with rubber figures which can be 
changed, used for marking the date on 
documents 

day training centre /der trem 
'sentə/ noun a centre where young of- 
fenders attend courses as a condition of 
being on probation 


DC abbreviation detective constable 


DCC 


DCC abbreviation Deputy Chief Con- 
stable 


dead /ded/ adjective 1. not alive o Six 
people were dead as a result of the acci- 
dent. o We inherited the house from my 
dead grandfather. 2. not working 


dead account /,ded a'kaunt/ noun 
an account which is no longer used 


dead letter /,ded 'letə/ noun US a 
regulation which is no longer valid o 
This law has become a dead letter. 


dead loss /,ded 'los/ noun US a com- 
plete loss o The car was written off as a 
dead loss. 


dealings /‘di:lijz/ plural noun a to 
have dealings with someone to do busi- 
ness with someone 


death /de0/ noun the act of dying or the 
state of being dead o to put someone to 
death to execute someone 


death benefit /'de0 ,benrfit/ noun 
money paid to the family of someone 
who dies in an accident at work 


death certificate /'de0 so,tiftkot/ 
noun an official certificate signed by a 
doctor, stating that a person has died and 
giving details of the person 

death grant /'de@ gra:nt/ noun US a 
government grant to the family of a per- 
son who has died, which is supposed to 
contribute to the funeral expenses 


death in service /,de0 ın 'sa:vis/ 
noun insurance benefit or pension paid 
when someone dies while employed by a 
company 

death penalty /'deð ,pen(a)lti/ noun 
a sentence ordering a criminal to be exe- 
cuted 


debate /di'beit/ noun a discussion 
about a subject, especially a formal dis- 
cussion leading to a vote o The Bill 
passed its Second Reading after a short 
debate. o The debate continued until 3 
a.m. m verb to discuss a subject, especial- 
ly in a formal way that leads to a vote 


debenture /di'bentfa/ noun a docu- 
ment whereby a company acknowledges 
it owes a debt and gives the company’s 
assets as security o debenture register, 
register of debentures list of debenture 
holders of a company 


debenture bond /di'bentfa bond/ 
noun a certificate showing that a deben- 
ture has been issued 

debenture capital /dr'bentfə 
,kæpıt(ə)l/ noun capital borrowed by a 
company using its fixed assets as securi- 
ty 

debenture holder /dīr'bentfə 
shaulda/ noun somebody who holds a 
debenture for money lent 

debenture issue /di'bentfa ,1fu:/ 
noun borrowing money against the secu- 
rity of the company’s assets 

debit /‘debit/ verb o to debit an ac- 
count to charge an account with a cost o 
His account was debited with the sum of 
£25. 

debit and credit /,debit on 'kredit/ 
noun the money that a company owes 
and which it is entitled to receive 

debit balance /'debit ,bæləns/ noun 
the balance in an account showing that 
more money is owed to or has been re- 
ceived by someone than is owed or has 
been paid by them 

debit note /'debit naut/ noun a note 
showing that a customer owes money 
debt /det/ noun money owed for goods 
or services o The company stopped trad- 
ing with debts of over £1 million. a to be 
in debt to owe money o to get into debt 
to start to borrow more money than you 
can pay back o to be out of debt not to 
owe money any more o to pay back a 
debt to pay all the money owed a to pay 
off a debt to finish paying money owed 
a to service a debt to pay interest on a 
debt 

debt collection /'det ko,lekfon/ 
noun the act of collecting money which 
is owed 

debt collection agency /‘det kə 
Jekfan ,etd3zonsi/ noun a company 
which collects debts for other companies 
for a commission 

debt collector /‘det ka,lekta/ noun 
somebody who collects debts 

debt factor /‘det fæktə/ noun a per- 
son who buys debts at a discount and en- 
forces them for himself, or a person who 
enforces debts for a commission 
debtor /'detə/ noun somebody who 
owes money 


decontrol 


decease /di'si:s/ noun death (formal) 
o On his decease all his property will go 
to his widow. 


deceased /di'si:st/ adjective (of peo- 
ple) recently dead o The deceased left all 
his property to his widow. o She inherited 
the estate of a deceased aunt. = noun a 
person who has died recently, or people 
who have died recently 


deceit /di'si:t/ noun dishonest behav- 
iour intended to trick someone into pay- 
ing money or doing something o He built 
up acareer based on lies and deceit over 
several years. 


deception /di'sepfan/ noun an act of 
tricking someone into believing or doing 
something o He obtained her key by de- 
ception. o obtaining a pecuniary ad- 
vantage by deception the offence of de- 
ceiving someone so as to derive a finan- 
cial benefit o obtaining property by 
deception the offence of tricking some- 
one into handing over possession of 
property 

decide /d1'satd/ verb 1. to give a judg- 
ment in a civil case o The judge decided 
in favour of the claimant. 2. to make up 
your mind to do something o We have de- 
cided to take our neighbours to court. o 
The tribunal decided against awarding 
any damages. 


decided case /di'saidid ,kets/ noun 
a case where a court has made a decision 
and that decision then becomes a prece- 
dent 


decidendi » ratio decidendi 
deciding factor /di,satdin 'fæktə/ 


noun the most important factor which in- 
fluences a decision 


decision /di's13(a)n/ noun 1. a judg- 
ment in a civil court o the decision of the 
House of Lords is final there is no ap- 
peal against a decision of the House of 
Lords 2. the process of deciding to do 
something o to come to a decision or to 
reach a decision 3. 0 decisions (in the 
EU) legally binding acts of the European 
Community which apply to individual 
Member States of the EU or to groups of 
people or individual citizens of those 
states 


decision maker /di's13(9)n ,metko/ 
noun somebody who has to decide 


decision making —=_/di,s13(9)n 
'merkin/ noun the act of coming to a de- 
cision o the decision-making processes 
the ways in which decisions are reached 


decisis » stare decisis 


declaration /,dekla're1f(9)n/ noun an 
official statement 


declaration of association 
/,deklorerf(a)n əv a,sausi'erf(a)n/ 
noun a statement in the articles of asso- 
ciation of a company, saying that the 
members have agreed to form the com- 
pany and buy shares in it 

declaration of compliance 
/,deklare1f(a)n ov kəm'plarəns/ noun 
a declaration made by a person forming 
a limited company, that the requirements 
of the Companies’ Act have been met 


declaration of income 
/,deklorerf(a)n əv 'nkam/ noun a 
statement declaring income to the tax of- 
fice 


declaratory judgment /d1 
ikleerat(o)ri 'd3ad3mont/ noun a judg- 
ment where a court states what the legal 
position of the various parties is 
declare /di'klea/ verb to make an offi- 
cial statement o to declare someone 
bankrupt o to declare a dividend of 10% 
o to declare goods to customs to state 
that you are importing goods which are 
liable to duty o to declare an interest to 
state in public that you own shares in a 
company being investigated, that you are 
related to someone who can benefit from 
your contacts, etc. 

declared /di'kleod/ adjective having 
been made public or officially stated 
declared value /di,klead 'velju:/ 
noun the value of goods entered on a 
customs declaration 

declassification /di:,klesif1 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun the act of making some- 
thing no longer secret 

declassify /di:'klestfat/ verb to make 
a secret document or piece of informa- 
tion available to the public o The govern- 
ment papers relating to the war have re- 
cently been declassified. 

decontrol /di:kon'traul/ verb to stop 
or remove controls from something o to 
decontrol the price of petrol to stop 


decree 


controlling the price of petrol so that a 
free market price can be reached 
decree /di'kri:/ noun 1. an order made 
by ahead of state or government which is 
not approved by a parliament o to gov- 
ern by decree to rule a country by issu- 
ing orders without having them debated 
and voted in a parliament 2. an order 
made by a court m verb to make an order 
o The President decreed that June Ist 
(his birthday) should be a National Hol- 
iday. 

decree absolute /di,kri: 'zebsalu:t/ 
noun an order from a court which ends a 
marriage finally 

decree nisi /di,kri: 'natsat/ noun an 
order from a court which ends a marriage 
subject to a decree absolute at a later 
time 

decriminalise /di:'kriminolaiz/, de- 
criminalize verb to make the possession 
or use of something no longer a crime o 
There are plans to decriminalise some 
soft drugs. 


decrypt /di:'kript/ verb to read an en- 
crypted text by using a special key 


decryption /di:'kripf(a)n/ noun the 
action of reading encrypted text using a 
special key 

deducing title /di'dju:sm_,tart(o)l/ 
noun the act of a vendor proving a valid 
right to the property being sold 


deduction /di'dakfan/ noun 1. a con- 
clusion which is reached by observing 
something o By deduction, the detective 
came to the conclusion that the dead per- 
son had not been murdered. 2. the re- 
moval of money from a total, or money 
removed from a total o Net salary is sal- 
ary after deduction of tax and social se- 
curity contributions. o deduction from 
salary, salary deduction, deduction at 
source money which a company re- 
moves from a salary to give to the gov- 
ernment as tax, national insurance con- 
tributions, fines etc. 

deed /di:d/ noun a legal document 
which has been signed and delivered by 
the person making it in the presence of 
two witnesses 

deed of arrangement /,di:d av ə 
'reind3mont/ noun an agreement made 
between a debtor and his or her creditors 


whereby the creditors accept an agreed 
sum in settlement of their claim rather 
than make the debtor bankrupt 

deed of assignment /,di:d ov ə 
'sainmont/ noun an agreement which 
legally transfers a property from a debtor 
to a creditor 

deed of covenant /di:d ov 
'kavonont/ noun an officially signed 
agreement to do something such as to 
pay someone a sum of money each year 
deed of partnership /di:d ov 
‘paitnafip/ noun an agreement which 
sets up a partnership 

deed of transfer / di:d ov 'trensf3:/ 
noun an agreement which transfers the 
ownership of shares 

deed poll /‘di:d paul/ noun a written 
legal instrument to which there is only 
one party, e.g. the validation of a change 
of name o to change one’s name by 
deed poll to sign a legal document by 
which you change your name 

deem /di:m/ verb to believe or to con- 
sider o The judge deemed it necessary to 
order the court to be cleared. o If no pay- 
ment is made, the party shall be deemed 
to have defaulted. 

deeming provision /,di:mm pro 
'v13(9)n/ noun a service of documents 
which is assumed to have taken place, 
e.g. if using first-class post, service is 
deemed to have taken place on the sec- 
ond day after the documents were posted 
de facto /,dei 'feektou/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning taken as a matter of fact, 
even though the legal status may not be 
certain o He is the de facto owner of the 
property. o The de facto government has 
been recognised. 

de facto authority /,de1 faktou ə: 
'Opriti/ noun the authority or rule of a 
country by a group because it is actually 
ruling 

defalcation /,di:fel'kerf(9)n/ noun 
the illegal use of money by someone who 
is not the owner but who has been trusted 
to look after it 

defamation of character 
/,defomerf(a)n ov 'keerikta/ noun the 
act of injuring someone’s reputation by 
maliciously saying or writing things 
about him or her 


defendant 


defamatory statement /d1 
feemot(a)ri 'stertmont/ noun an untrue 
statement which is capable of lowering 
the reputation of the stated individual in 
the eyes of right-thinking people in the 
community 


defame /di'ferm/ verb to say or write 
things about the character of someone so 
as to damage his or her reputation 


default /di'fo:lt/ noun a failure to do 
something which is required by law, such 
as a failure to carry out the terms of a 
contract, especially a failure to pay back 
a debt o in default of payment if no pay- 
ment is made n to be in default not to do 
or not to have done something which is 
required by law o the company is in de- 
fault the company has failed to carry out 
the terms of the contract o by default be- 
cause no one else will act n he was elect- 
ed by default he was elected because all 
the other candidates withdrew, because 
there were no other candidates m verb to 
fail to carry out the terms of a contract, 
especially to fail to pay back a debt o to 
default on payments not to make pay- 
ments which are due under the terms of a 
contract 


default action /d1,fo:lt 'æk fən/ noun 
a County Court action to get back money 
owed 


defaulter /di'fplta/ noun somebody 
who defaults 


default summons /di fort 
'samonz/ noun a County Court sum- 
mons to someone to pay what is owed 


defeasance /di'fi:z(a)ns/ noun in a 
collateral deed, a clause which says that 
a contract, bond or recognisance will be 
revoked if something happens or if some 
act is performed 


defeat /di'fi:t/ verb to revoke or render 
invalid an agreement, contract or bond 


defect /di'fekt/ noun a fault m verb (of 
a spy, agent or government employee) 
to leave your country and go to work for 
an enemy country 


defective /di'fektiv/ adjective 1. not 
working properly o The machine broke 
down because of a defective cooling sys- 
tem. 2. not legally valid o His title to the 
property is defective. 


defence /di'fens/ noun 1. the party in 
a legal case that is being sued by the 
claimant 2. the party in a criminal case 
that is being prosecuted 3. the legal team 
representing a party being sued or prose- 
cuted 4. the arguments used when fight- 
ing a case o His defence was that he did 
not know the property was stolen. 5. a 
document or statement setting out a de- 
fendant’s case o A defence must say 
which parts of a claim are denied or ad- 
mitted, and which must be proved by the 
claimant. n to file a defence to state that 
you wish to defend a case, and outline 
the reasons for doing so 6. the protection 
of someone or something against attack 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is 
defense.) 


defence before claim /di,fens br 
‘for klerm/ noun a defence that the de- 
fendant offered the claimant the amount 
of money claimed before the claimant 
started proceedings against him or her. 
Also called tender before claim 


defence counsel /di'fens ,kaunsal/ 
noun a solicitor who represents the de- 
fendant or the accused 


Defence Secretary /jsekratri ov 
stert fə di'fens/ noun same as Secre- 
tary of State for Defence (NOTE: The 
US spelling is Defense Secretary.) 


defence statement /dr'fens 
stertmont/ noun a document used in 
criminal proceedings that sets out the ac- 
cused’s defence before going to trial 


defence witness /di,fens 'witnos/ 
noun somebody who is called to court to 
give evidence which helps the case of the 
defendant or of the accused 


defend /di'fend/ verb 1. to fight to pro- 
tect someone or something which is be- 
ing attacked o The company is defending 
itself against the takeover bid. 2. to 
speak on behalf of someone who has 
been charged with a crime o He hired the 
best lawyers to defend him against the 
tax authorities. a to defend an action to 
appear in court to state your case when 
accused of something 

defendant /di'fendont/ noun 1. 
somebody who is sued in a civil case. 
Compare claimant, plaintiff 2. some- 
body who is accused of a crime in a crim- 


defer 


inal case (NOTE: usually called the ac- 
cused) 

defer /di'fs:/ verb to arrange a meeting 
or activity for a later date than originally 
planned o to defer judgment o The deci- 
sion has been deferred until the next 
meeting. (NOTE: deferring — deferred) 
deferment /dr'fs:mant/ noun the act 
of arranging a meeting or activity for a 
later date than originally planned o de- 
ferment of payment o deferment of a de- 
cision 

deferment of sentence /di 
ifsrmont ov 'sentons/ noun a decision 
to delay sentencing a convicted criminal 
for up to six months to assess their be- 
haviour in that period 

deferred /di'fs:d/ adjective delayed 
until a later date 

deferred creditor /di,fs:d 'kredito/ 
noun somebody who is owed money by 
a bankrupt but who is paid only after all 
other creditors 

deferred payment /di,fsid 
‘permont/ noun payment for goods by 
instalments over a long period 
deficiency /dr'f1f(9)nsi/ noun US the 
amount of tax owing by a taxpayer after 
he or she has submitted a tax return 
which is too low 

deforce /di:'fo:s/ verb to take wrong- 
fully and hold land which belongs to 
someone else 

deforcement /di:'fo:smont/ noun the 
wrongful taking and holding of another 
person’s land 

defraud /di'fro:d/ verb to trick some- 
one so as to obtain money illegally o He 
defrauded the Inland Revenue of thou- 
sands of pounds. (NOTE: You defraud 
someone of something.) 

defray /di'fret/ verb to provide money 
to pay the cost of something o The com- 
pany agreed to defray the costs of the 
prosecution. 

degrading treatment or punish- 
ment /di,gretdiy „tritmənt ə: 
'panıfmont/ noun an absolute right pro- 
hibiting an individual from being sub- 
jected to a feeling of fear, anguish and in- 
feriority which has the possible effect of 
humiliating the victim, as such treatment 
can never be justified as being in the pub- 


lic interest (NOTE: It is found in Article 3 
of the European Convention of Human 
Rights and was introduced into UK law 
by the Human Rights Act 1998.) 


degree /di'gri:/ noun 1. a level or 
measure of a relationship 2. US a system 
for classifying murders 

COMMENT: In the US, the penalty for 

first degree murder can be death. 
de jure /,der 'dzuəri/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘as a matter of law’, 
where the legal title is clear o He is the de 
jure owner of the property. » de facto 
del credere agent /del 'kreidor1 
,e1dzant/ noun an agent who receives a 
high commission because he or she guar- 
antees payment by customers to his or 
her principal 
delegate noun /'deligat/ somebody 
who is elected by others to put their case 
at a meeting o The company sent a dele- 
gate to the conference in Hong Kong m 
verb /‘dela,geit/ to pass authority or re- 
sponsibility to someone else 
delegated legislation /,delogeitid 
sled3i'sletf(a)n/ noun 1. (in the UK) 
legislation which has the power of an Act 
of Parliament but which is passed by a 
minister to whom Parliament has dele- 
gated its authority 2. (in the EU) legisla- 
tion which is proposed by the Commis- 
sion and implemented by the Council of 
Ministers 
delegatus non potest delegare 
/,deliga:tos non pp,test ,deli'ga:re1/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘the del- 
egate cannot delegate to someone else’ 
deliberate adjective /di'lib(s)rot/ 
done on purpose o The police suggest 
that the letter was a deliberate attempt to 
encourage disorder. m verb /dt'liboreit/ 
to consider or to discuss a problem o The 
committee deliberated for several hours 
before reaching a decision. 
deliberations /d1,ltba're1f(9)nz/ plu- 
ral noun discussions o The result of the 
committee’s deliberations was passed to 
the newspapers. 
delicti » corpus delicti 
delicto » in flagrante delicto 


delinquency /d1'lmkwonsi/ noun the 
act of committing crime, usually minor 
crime 


denial 


delinquent /di'lmkwont/ adjective 1. 
US (of a debt) overdue 2. (of behaviour) 
antisocial or criminal m noun someone, 
especially a young person, who has acted 
in an antisocial way or broken the law o 
a juvenile delinquent, a delinquent US 
young criminal who commits minor 
crimes, especially crimes against proper- 
ty 

delivery /di'liv(o)ri/ noun 1. o deliv- 
ery of goods transport of goods to a cus- 
tomer’s address o to take delivery of 
goods to accept goods when they are de- 
livered 2. goods being transferred from 
the possession of person to another o We 
take in three deliveries a day. o There 
were four items missing in the last deliv- 
ery. 3. the transfer of a bill of exchange 
4. a formal act whereby a deed becomes 
effective o Deeds take effect only from 
the time of delivery. 


delivery note /di'liv(a)ri nout/ noun 
a list of goods being delivered which is 
given to the customer with the goods 


delivery order /di'liv(o)ri_ ,o:do/ 
noun an instruction for goods to be de- 
livered given by the customer to the per- 
son holding the goods 


delivery up /di'lrv(9)ri ap/ noun the 
action of delivering goods which have 
been made in infringement of a copy- 
right or patent to the claimant, so that 
they can be destroyed (infringement of 
copyright) 

demagogue /'demagng/ noun (usu- 
ally as criticism) a leader who is able to 
get the support of the people by exciting 
their lowest feelings and prejudices 


demagogy, demagoguery noun the 
activity of appealing to feelings such as 
fear, greed or hatred of the mass of the 
people 

demand bill /dt'maind bil/ noun a 
bill of exchange which must be paid 
when payment is asked for 


demanding with menaces /d: 
“ma:ndin wid 'menass/ noun the of- 
fence of attempting to make someone 
give you something by threatening them 
with violence 


de minimis non curat lex /,der 
»minimis non ,kjuoret 'leks/ phrase a 


Latin phrase meaning ‘the law does not 
deal with trivial things’ 


demise /di'maiz/ noun 1. death o On 
his demise the estate passed to his 
daughter. 2. the granting of property on a 
lease 


demise charter /di,maiz 'tfa:to/ 
noun the charter of a ship without the 
crew 


demise of the Crown /di,maiz ov 
6a 'kraun/ noun the death of a king or 
queen 

democracy /di'mokrasi/ noun 1. a 
theory or system of government by freely 
elected representatives of the people o 
After the coup, democracy was replaced 
by a military dictatorship. 2. the right to 
fair government, free election of repre- 
sentatives and equality in voting 3. a 
country ruled in this way o The pact was 
welcomed by western democracies. 
democratic /,demoa'krettk/ adjective 
1. referring to a democracy o After the 
coup the democratic processes of gov- 
ernment were replaced by government by 
decree. 2. free and fair, reflecting the 
views of the majority o The resolution 
was passed by a democratic vote of the 
council. o The action of the leader is 
against the wishes of the party as ex- 
pressed in a democratic vote at the party 
conference. 

demonstrative legacy /di 
monstrotiv 'legəsi/ noun a gift in a 
will which is ordered to be paid out of a 
special account 

demur /di'ms:/ noun an objection o 
Counsel made no demur to the proposal. 
m verb 1. not to agree o Counsel stated 
that there was no case to answer, but the 
judge demurred. 2. to make a formal ob- 
jection that the facts as alleged are not 
sufficient to warrant the civil action 
(NOTE: demurring — demurred) 
demurrage /di'marid3/ noun money 
paid to the owner of a cargo when a ship 
is delayed in a port 

demurrer /di'msira/ noun in a civil 
action, a plea that although the facts of 
the case are correct, they are not suffi- 
cient to warrant the action 

denial /di'natal/ noun 1. the act of not 
allowing something 2. the act of stating 


denial of human rights 


that you have not done something o In 
spite of his denials he was found guilty. 
denial of human rights /d1,naral ov 
‘hjurmon raits/ noun the act of refusing 
someone a generally accepted right 
denial of justice /di,natol ov 
‘dgastis/ noun a situation where justice 
appears not to have been done 
denial-of-service attack /di,narol 
əv 's3ivis o,tek/ noun an illegal at- 
tempt to cause a computer system to 
crash by sending it data from many 
sources simultaneously 

de novo /,der 'nauvau/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘starting again’ 

deny /di'nai/ verb 1. not to allow some- 
thing o She was denied the right to see 
her lawyer. 2. to say that you have not 
done something o He denied being in the 
house at the time of the murder. (NOTE: 
You deny someone something or deny 
doing or having done something.) 
depart /di'pa:t/ verb o to depart from 
normal practice to act in a different way 
from the normal practice 

Department of Justice /di 
partment ov 'dzastis/ noun US the 
department of the US government re- 
sponsible for federal legal cases, headed 
by the Attorney-General 

Department of Justice Canada 
/di,pa:rtmont əv ,d3astis 'kænədə/ 
noun the Canadian government depart- 
ment that is responsible for developing 
policies affecting the justice system and 
providing legal services to the federal 
government 

Department of State /di,pa:tmont 
av ,souf(a)l 'stert/ noun 1. a major sec- 
tion of the British government headed by 
a Secretary of State o the Department of 
Trade and Industry 2. a major section of 
the US government headed by a Secre- 
tary o the Lord Chancellor’s Department 
departure /di'pa:tfa fram/ noun o a 
departure from the usual practice dif- 
ferent from what usually happens o This 
forms a departure from established prac- 
tice. o Any departure from the terms and 
conditions of the contract must be ad- 
vised in writing. 

dependant /di'pendont/ noun 1. 
somebody who is supported financially 


by someone else o He has to provide for 
his family and dependants out of a very 
small salary. 2. a person who is a mem- 
ber of the family of someone who works 
in the European Union, even if not a EU 
citizen 
COMMENT: For the purposes of EU 
law, dependants are classified as the 
spouse of a EU citizen, the children 
and parents of a EU citizen, the grand- 
children and grandparents of a EU cit- 
izen (in the case of children and grand- 
children, they count as dependants up 
to the age of 21). 
dependent /di'pendont/ adjective 1. 
being supported financially by someone 
else o Tax relief is allowed for dependent 
relatives. 2. referring to a dependant 


dependent rights = /di'pendont 
raits/ plural noun the rights of a depend- 
ant to enter a EU country along with a 
parent or other close relative 


deponent /di'psunant/ noun some- 
body who makes a statement under oath, 
by affirmation or by affidavit 


deport /di'po:t/ verb to send someone 
away from a country permanently o The 
illegal immigrants were deported. 


deportation /,di:ps:'terf(a)n/ noun 
the sending of someone away from a 
country o The convicts were sentenced to 
deportation. 


deportation order /,di:pos:'terJ(o)n 
,orde/ noun an official order to send 
someone away from a country o The 
minister signed the deportation order. 


depose /di'pauz/ verb 1. to state under 
oath 2. to remove a monarch from the 
throne 


deposit /di'ppzit/ noun 1. money 
placed in a bank for safe keeping or to 
earn interest 2. money given in advance 
so that the thing which you want to buy 
will not be sold to someone else o to 
leave £10 as deposit 0 to forfeit a depos- 
it to lose a deposit because you have de- 
cided not to buy the item m verb 1. to put 
documents somewhere for safe keeping 
o We have deposited the deeds of the 
house with the bank. o He deposited his 
will with his solicitor. 2. to put money 
into a bank account o to deposit £100 in 
a current account 


91 


despatch 


deposit account /di'pozit 9,kaunt/ 
noun a bank account which pays interest 
but on which notice has to be given to 
withdraw money 


depositary /di'ppzitori/ noun US a 
person or corporation that can place 
money or documents for safekeeping 
with a depository (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with depository.) 

deposition /,depa'zif(a)n/ noun a 
written statement of evidence from a wit- 
ness 

depositor /di'ppzito/ noun somebody 
who deposits money in a bank 
depository /d1'ppzit(a)ri/ noun a per- 
son or company with whom money or 
documents can be deposited (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with depositary.) 


deprave /di'pretv/ verb to make 
someone’s character bad o Such TV pro- 
grammes which may deprave the minds 
of children who watch them. 


deputise /'depjutaiz/, deputize verb 
a to deputise for someone to take the 
place of someone who is absent to dep- 
utise someone to appoint someone as a 
deputy 

deputy /‘depjuti/ noun 1. somebody 
who takes the place of a higher official, 
who assists a higher official o He acted 
as deputy for the chairman or he acted as 
the chairman’s deputy. 2. US somebody 
who acts for or assists a sheriff 
derelict /‘derilikt/ noun an abandoned 
floating boat 

dereliction of duty /deri,likfan ov 
'‘dju:ti/ noun failure to do what you 
ought to do o She was found guilty of 
gross dereliction of duty. 

derivative action = /di,rivotiv 
‘eekfon/ noun an action started by a 
shareholder or a group of shareholders 
which is derived from the company’s 
rights but which the company itself does 
not want to proceed with 

derogate /'derageit/ verb o to dero- 
gate from something which has been 
agreed to act to prevent something 
which has been agreed from being fully 
implemented 

derogation /,dera'getf(9)n/ noun 1. 
the act of avoiding or destroying some- 


thing 2. (in the EU) an action by which 

an EC directive is not applied 
COMMENT: Derogations from the prin- 
ciple of equality of access to employ- 
ment may be where the job can only 
be done by someone of one particular 
sex, such as a person modelling men’s 
clothes. 

derogation of responsibility 

/,derogeif(a)n əv ri,sponsi'biliti/ 

noun the avoidance of doing something 

that should be done 


descendant /di'sendant/ noun (in 
the EU) a child or grandchild of a person 
(NOTE: The opposite, the parents or 
grandparents of a person, are ascend- 
ants.) 


descent /di'sent/ noun 1. family ties 
of inheritance between parents and chil- 
dren o he is British by descent, he is of 
British descent one (or both) of his par- 
ents is British 2. o by descent way of in- 
heriting property by an heir, where there 
is no will 

desegregate /di:'segrigeit/ verb to 
end a policy of segregation 
desegregation /,di:segrt'getf(9)n/ 
noun the ending of segregation 
deselect /,di:st'lekt/ verb to decide 
that a person who had been selected by a 
political party as a candidate for a con- 
stituency is no longer the candidate 
deselection /,di:st'lekf(9)n/ noun 
the act of deselecting o Some factions in 
the local party have proposed the dese- 
lection of the candidate. 

desert /di'zs:t/ verb 1. to leave the 
armed forces without permission o He 
deserted and went to live in South Amer- 
ica. 2. to leave a family or spouse o The 
two children have been deserted by their 
father. 

deserter /di'zs:to/ noun somebody 
who has left the armed forces without 
permission 

desertion /di'z3:f(a)n/ noun 1. the act 
of leaving the armed forces without per- 
mission 2. the act of leaving a spouse o 
He divorced his wife because of her de- 
sertion. 


despatch /di'spztf/ verb to send o 
The letters about the rates were des- 
patched yesterday. o The Defence Minis- 


despatch box 


ter was despatched to take charge of the 
operation. 

despatch box /di'spetf boks/ noun 
1. ared box in which government papers 
are sent to ministers 2. one of two boxes 
on the centre table in the House of Com- 
mons at which a Minister or member of 
the Opposition Front Bench stands to 
speak o to be at the despatch box (of a 
minister) to be speaking in parliament 
destruction /di'strakfon/ noun the 
action of killing someone, or of ending 
the existence of something completely o 
The destruction of the evidence in the fire 
at the police station made it difficult to 
prosecute. 

detain /dr'tern/ verb to hold a person 
so that he or she cannot leave o The sus- 
pects were detained by the police for 
questioning. 

detainee /,di:ter'ni:/ noun somebody 
who has been detained 

detainer /di'tema/ noun the act of 
holding a person 

detect /di'tekt/ verb to notice or dis- 
cover something which is hidden or dif- 
ficult to see o The machine can detect ex- 
plosives. 

detection /di'tekfan/ noun the proc- 
ess of discovering something, especially 
discovering who has committed a crime 
or how a crime has been committed 
detection rate /di'tekf(o)n rert/ 
noun the number of crimes which are 
solved, as a percentage of all crimes 
detective /di'tektrv/ noun somebody, 
usually a policeman, who tries to solve a 
crime 


COMMENT: The ranks of detectives in 
the British Police Force are Detective 
Constable, Detective Sergeant, Detec- 
tive Inspector, Detective Chief Inspec- 
tor, Detective Superintendent, and De- 
tective Chief Superintendent. 
detective agency =_ /di,tektiv 
'erdzənsi/ noun an office which hires 
out the services of private detectives 
detention /di'tenfan/ noun 1. the act 
of keeping someone so that he or she 
cannot escape o The suspects were 
placed in detention. 2. wrongfully hold- 
ing goods which belong to someone else 
detention centre /di'tenfon ,sento/ 
noun a place where young offenders 


aged between 14 and 21 can be kept for 
corrective training, instead of being sent 
to prison, if they are convicted of crimes 
which would usually carry a sentence of 
three months’ imprisonment or more 
detention order /di,tenfon 'o:do/ 
noun a court order asking for someone to 
be kept in detention 

determine /di'ts:min/ verb 1. to con- 
trol what will happen or what something 
will be like o Their attitudes have been 
determined by their experiences. 2. to 
discover something o We need to deter- 
mine what the long-term effects of this 
decision might be. 

deterrence /di'terans/ noun the idea 
that the harsh punishment of one crimi- 
nal will deter other people from commit- 
ting crimes 

deterrent /di'terant/ noun a punish- 
ment which is strong enough to stop peo- 
ple from committing a crime o A long 
prison sentence will act as a deterrent to 
other possible criminals. 

deterrent sentence  /di,terant 
'sentons/ noun a harsh sentence which 
the judge hopes will deter other people 
from committing crimes 

detinue /‘detinju:/ noun the tort of 
wrongfully holding goods which belong 
to someone else o action in detinue ac- 
tion formerly brought to regain posses- 
sion of goods which were wrongfully 
held by someone 

detriment /‘detrrmont/ noun damage 
or harm o without detriment to his 
claim without harming his claim o his 
action was to the detriment of the 
claimant his action harmed the claimant 
detrimental /,detri'ment(a)l/ adjec- 
tive harmful o Action detrimental to the 
maintenance of public order. 
developer /di'velapa/ noun o a prop- 
erty developer person who plans and 
builds a group of new houses or new fac- 
tories 

development area /di'velapmont 
,earia/ noun an area which has been giv- 
en special help from a government to en- 
courage businesses and factories to be set 
up there 

devil /'dev(ə)l/ noun a barrister to 
whom another barrister passes work be- 


directive 


cause he or she is too busy m verb to pass 
instruction to another barrister because 
you are too busy to deal with the case 
yourself o to devil for someone to do un- 
pleasant or boring work for someone 
devise /di'vatz/ noun a gift of freehold 
land to someone in a will m verb to give 
freehold property to someone in a will 
COMMENT: Giving of other types of 
property is a bequest. 
devisee /divat'zi:/ noun somebody 
who receives freehold property in a will 
devolve /di'volv/ verb to pass to some- 
one under the terms of a will 
dictum /‘diktam/ noun a statement 
made by a judge 
die /dat/ verb to stop living. » death 
(NOTE: dying — died) 
digest /‘datd3est/ noun a book which 
collects summaries of court decisions to- 
gether, used for reference purposes by le- 
gal practitioners 
dilapidation /d1,lep1'derf(9)n/ noun 
damage arising through neglect 
dilatory /‘dilot(a)ri/ adjective too slow 
dilatory motion /,dilat(o)ri 
'məuf(ə)n/ noun a motion in the House 
of Commons to delay the debate on a 
proposal 
dilatory plea /‘dilot(a)ri pli:/ noun a 
plea by a defendant relating to the juris- 
diction of the court, which has the effect 
of delaying the action 
diminished responsibility /dı 
,mınıft rı,sponsi'biliti/ noun a mental 
state of a criminal, either inherited or 
caused by illness or injury, which means 
that he or she cannot be held responsible 
for the crime which has been committed 
Dinsp abbreviation detective inspector 
dip /dtp/ noun a pickpocket (slang) 
diplomat /‘diplomet/, diplomatist 
/di'ploumatist/ noun a person such as 
an ambassador who is an official repre- 
sentative of his country in another coun- 
try 
diplomatic agent /,diplometik 
'‘erdzont/ noun a person officially em- 
ployed by the embassy of a foreign coun- 
try 
diplomatic channels /,diplometik 
'tfeen(a)lz/ plural noun communicating 


between countries through their diplo- 
mats o The message was delivered by 
diplomatic channels. o They are working 
to restore diplomatic channels between 
the two countries. 

diplomatic corps /,diplo'metik 
ko:/ plural noun all foreign diplomats in 
a city or country 

diplomatic immunity /,diplometik 
I'mju:niti/ noun not subject to the laws 
of a country because of being a foreign 
diplomat o He claimed diplomatic immu- 
nity to avoid being arrested. 


direct /dar'rekt/ verb to give an order 
to someone o The judge directed the jury 
to acquit all the defendants. o The Crown 
Court directed the justices to rehear the 
case. 
direct discrimination /dat,rekt dı 
/Skrimi'nerf(a)n/ noun illegal discrimi- 
nation where similar cases are treated 
differently or where different cases are 
treated in the same way 
direct effect /dat,rekt 1'fekt/ noun 
the effect of a legal decision of the Euro- 
pean Union which creates rights for citi- 
zens. > Supremacy 
COMMENT: Direct effect applies verti- 
cally, from the state giving a right to the 
citizen, and from the citizen who has 
an obligation to the state. It can also 
apply horizontally between individual 
citizens who have rights and obliga- 
tions to each other. 
direct evidence /dat,rekt 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun first-hand evidence 
such as the testimony of an eye witness 
or the production of original documents 
direct examination /dar,rekt 1g 
,zeemi'netf(9)n/ noun the questioning 
of a witness by his or her own lawyers as 
a means of oral evidence by the witness 
to be given in court 
direction /dar'rekfən/ o directions 
1. order which explains how something 
should be done o the court is not able to 
give directions to the local authority 2. 
instructions from a judge to a jury 3. or- 
ders given by a judge concerning the 
general way of proceeding with a case 
directive /dat'rekttv/ noun 1. an order 
or command to someone to do something 
2. (in the EU) a legally binding act of the 
European Community which is binding 


Director-General 


on the Member States of the EU but not 
on individuals until it has been made part 
of national law o The Commission issued 
a directive on food prices. Compare reg- 
ulations 
COMMENT: A directive is binding in the 
result which is to be achieved. Direc- 
tives do not have a direct effect before 
any time limit for their implementation 
has expired, and they do not have any 
horizontal direct effect (i.e. an effect 
between citizens). 
Director-General /dat,rekta 
'dgen(a)ral/ noun (in the EU) the head 
of the Directorates General in the Com- 
mission (NOTE: The plural is Directors- 
General.) 


Director-General of Fair Trading 
/da1,rekta ,dzen(9)ral əv fea 'trerdin/ 
noun an official in charge of the Office of 
Fair Trading, dealing with consumers 
and the law 


Director of Public Prosecutions 
/dairekta əv ‚pablik prosi 
'kju:f(9)nz/ noun a government official 
in charge of the Crown Prosecution Serv- 
ice, working under the Attorney-Gener- 
al, who can prosecute in important cases 
and advises other government depart- 
ments if prosecutions should be started o 
The papers in the fraud case have been 
sent to the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions. Abbreviation DPP 


direct selling /dat,rekt 'selm/ noun 
the activity of selling a product direct to 
the customer without going through a 
shop 


direct sexual discrimination /dai 
rekt ,sekfuol di,skrim1'ne1Jf(a)n/ 
noun an instance of sexual discrimina- 
tion that is overt, e.g. failure to pay one 
sex the same wage as the other in an 
equivalent job. ù indirect sexual dis- 
crimination 


direct taxation /dai,rekt tek 
'serf(ə)n/ noun a tax such as income tax 
which is paid direct to the government 


disability /,dtsa'biliti/ noun 1. the 
condition of being unable to use a part of 
the body properly 2. a lack of legal ca- 
pacity to act in your own right because of 
age or mental state o person under a 
disability person who is not capable to 
taking legal action for himself 


Disability Rights Commission 
/,disabiliti 'rarts ka,mif(9)n/ noun an 
official committee set up to deal with is- 
sues relating to discrimination against 
people with disabilities. Abbreviation 
DRC 

disabled person /dıs,erb(ə)ld 
'p3is(a)n/ noun a person with physical 
disabilities 

disallow /,disa'lau/ verb not to accept 
something o The judge disallowed the 
defence evidence. o He claimed £2000 
for fire damage, but the claim was disal- 
lowed. 

disapproval /,diso'pru:v(9)l/ noun 
the act of disapproving a decision made 
by a lower court 

disapprove /,diso'pru:v/ verb 1. to 
show doubt about a decision made by a 
lower court, but not to reverse or overrule 
it o The Appeal Court disapproved the 
County Court decision. 2. 0 to disap- 
prove of something to show that you do 
not approve of something, that you do 
not think something is good o The judge 
openly disapproves of juries. 

disbar /dts'ba:/ verb to stop a barrister 
from practising (NOTE: disbarring — 
disbarred) 

disburse /dis'b3:s/ verb to pay money 
disbursement /dis'bs:smant/ noun 
an amount of money paid from a fund 
held for a particular purpose, or the proc- 
ess of making such a payment 
discharge noun /'distfa:d3/ 1. the 
ending of a contract by performing all 
the conditions of the contract, releasing a 
party from the terms of the contract, or 
being in breach of contract 2. payment of 
debt o in full discharge of a debt paying 
a debt completely, paying less than the 
total amount owed, by agreement 3. re- 
lease from prison or from military serv- 
ice 4. o in discharge of his duties as di- 
rector carrying out his duties m verb /dis 
'tfa:d3/ 1. to let someone go free o The 
prisoners were discharged by the judge. 
o the judge discharged the jury the 
judge told the jury that they were no 
longer needed 2. o to discharge a bank- 
rupt to release someone from bankrupt- 
cy (as when a person has paid his or her 
debts) 3. o to discharge a debt, to dis- 
charge one’s liabilities to pay a debt or 


discretionary 


one’s liabilities in full 4. to dismiss 
someone from a job or position o to dis- 
charge an employee 

discharge by agreement 
/,distfa:d3 bai o'grizmont/ noun a sit- 
uation where both parties agree to end a 
contract 

discharge by performance /dis 
,tfard3 bar po'fo:mons/ noun a situa- 
tion where the terms of a contract have 
been fulfilled 

discharged bankrupt /dis,tfa:d3d 
"benkrapt/ noun somebody who has 
been released from being bankrupt 
discharge in bankruptcy 
/,distfard3z in 'benkraptsi/ noun an 
order of a court to release someone from 
bankruptcy 

disciplinary /,dist'plinori/ adjective 
a to take disciplinary action against 
someone to punish someone 
disciplinary procedure  /disi 
'plınəri pro,sizd3o/ noun a way of 
warning an employee officially that he or 
she is breaking rules or that their stand- 
ard of work is unacceptable 

discipline /‘distplin/ verb to punish 
someone o The clerk was disciplined for 
leaking the report to the newspapers. 
disclaim /dts'kletm/ verb 1. to refuse 
to admit o He disclaimed all knowledge 
of the bomb. o The management dis- 
claims all responsibility for customers’ 
property. 2. to refuse to accept a legacy 
or devise made to you under someone’s 
will 

disclaimer /dis'kletmo/ noun 1. a le- 
gal refusal to accept responsibility or to 
accept a right 2. a clause in a contract 
where a party disclaims responsibility 
for something 3. a refusal to accept prop- 
erty bequeathed under someone’s will 
disclose /dis'klouz/ verb 1. to tell de- 
tails o The bank has no right to disclose 
details of my account to the tax office. 2. 
(in civil cases) to say that a document ex- 
ists o Parties to a case are required to 
disclose relevant documents. 
disclosure /dis'klou39/ noun 1. the 
act of telling details or of publishing a se- 
cret o The disclosure of the takeover bid 
raised the price of the shares. o The de- 
fendant’s case was made stronger by the 


disclosure that the claimant was an un- 
discharged bankrupt. ù non-disclosure 
2. stating that documents exist or have 
existed before a hearing starts in the civil 
courts, usually done by preparing a list of 
documents. Parties to whom documents 
have been disclosed have the right to in- 
spect them. (NOTE: Since the introduc- 
tion of the new Civil Procedure Rules in 
April 1999, this term has in some con- 
texts replaced discovery.) 


discontinuance /,diskon'tinjuons/ 
noun the action of discontinuing a claim 
or action o The claimant has served no- 
tice of discontinuance. 


discontinue /,diskon'tmju:/ verb to 
stop a claim which has been issued or an 
action which has started o A claimant 
may need to seek permission of the court 
to discontinue a claim. 

discovery of documents /dı 
Skav(a)ri əv 'dokjumonts/ noun dis- 
closure of each party’s documents to the 
other before a hearing starts in the civil 
courts (NOTE: Since the introduction of 
the new Civil Procedure Rules in April 
1999, this term has in some contexts 
been replaced by disclosure.) 


discredit /dis'kredit/ verb to show 
that a person is not reliable o The prose- 
cution counsel tried to discredit the de- 


fence witnesses. 


discretion /di'skref(9)n/ noun the 
ability to decide correctly what should be 
done o Magistrates have a discretion to 
allow an accused person to change his 
election from a summary trial to a jury 
trial. o The judge refused the applica- 
tion, on the ground that he had a judicial 
discretion to examine inadmissible evi- 
dence. n to exercise one’s discretion to 
decide which of several possible ways to 
act o the court exercised its discretion 
the court decided what should be done o 
I leave it to your discretion I leave it for 
you to decide what to do n at the discre- 
tion of someone if someone decides o 
Membership is at the discretion of the 
committee. o Sentencing is at the discre- 
tion of the judge. o The granting of an in- 
junction is at the discretion of the court. 
discretionary /di'skref(o)n(a)ri/ ad- 
jective being possible if someone wants 
o the minister’s discretionary powers 


discretionary trust 


powers which the minister could use if 
he or she thought it suitable o the tribu- 
nal has wide discretionary power the 
tribunal can decide on many different 
courses of action 


discretionary trust /dt 
skref(a)n(a)ri_ 'trast/ noun a trust 
where the trustees decide how to invest 
the income and when and how much in- 
come should be paid to the beneficiaries 


discriminate /di'skrimmett/ verb to 
note differences between things and act 
accordingly o The planning committee 
finds it difficult to discriminate between 
applications which improve the commu- 
nity, and those which are purely commer- 
cial. o to discriminate against someone 
to treat someone unequally o The council 
was accused of discriminating against 
women in its recruitment policy. o He 
claimed he had been discriminated 
against because of his colour. 


discrimination /di,skrmmr'ne1f(9)n/ 
noun 1. the unfair treatment of someone 
because of their colour, class, language, 
race, religion, sex or a disability o Racial 
discrimination is against the law. o She 
accused the council of sexual discrimi- 
nation in their recruitment policy. © 
There should be no discrimination on the 
grounds of disability. 2. the ability to no- 
tice the differences between things o The 
tests are designed to give clear discrimi- 
nation between the three categories. 3. 
good judgement and decision-making o 
The committee showed discrimination in 
its choice of advisers for the project. 
COMMENT: The UK is gradually intro- 
ducing the necessary legislation to 
comply with the European Council Di- 
rective on Equal Treatment in Employ- 
ment and Occupation (2000/78/EC). 
This will result in a consistency of ap- 
proach between the various types of 
unlawful discrimination and introduce 
some new types of unlawful discrimi- 
nation. In particular, the Equality (Reli- 
gion or Belief) Regulations 2003 and 
the Employment Equality (Sexual Ori- 
entation) Regulations 2003 are now 
both in force and legislation against 
dismissal on the grounds of age is in- 
tended by 2006. 


disenfranchise /,disin'freentfatz/, 
disfranchise verb to take away some- 
one’s right to vote o The company has 


tried to disenfranchise the ordinary 
shareholders. 


dishonour /dis'pno/ verb to refuse to 
pay acheque or bill of exchange because 
there is not enough money in the account 
to pay it o The bank dishonoured his 
cheque. m noun the act of dishonouring a 
cheque o The dishonour of the cheque 
brought her business to a stop. 


disinherit /,dism'herit/ verb to make 
a will which prevents someone from in- 
heriting o He was disinherited by his fa- 
ther. 


diskette /di'sket/ noun a very small 
floppy disk 


dismiss /dis'mis/ verb 1. o to dismiss 
an employee to remove an employee 
from a job o He was dismissed for being 
late. 2. to refuse to accept o The court 
dismissed the appeal or the application 
or the action. o The justices dismissed 
the witness’ evidence out of hand. 


dismissal /dis'm1s(9)I/ noun 1. the re- 
moval of an employee from a job, espe- 
cially as a result of something they have 
done wrong. ù wrongful dismissal, un- 
fair dismissal 2. an unwillingness to ac- 
cept that something might be true o the 
company’s public dismissal of the alle- 
gation of fraud 3. an order telling some- 
one to leave a place, or to stop carrying 
out a role o the dismissal of jurors 4. a 
judge’s decision that a court case should 
not continue 

dismissal procedure /dis,mis(9)l 
prə'si:d3ə/ noun the process of dismiss- 
ing an employee, following the rules in 
the contract of employment 
disobedience /,disa'bi:dions/ noun 
bad behaviour which ignores rules or re- 
quests to do something o The prisoners 
were put in solitary confinement as pun- 
ishment for their disobedience of the 
governor’s orders. 

disorder /dis'o:da/ noun a lack of or- 
der or of control 

disorderly /dis's:doli/ adjective badly 
behaved o She was charged with disor- 
derly conduct or with being drunk and 
disorderly. 

dispensation /,dispen'se1f(a)n/ 
noun 1. the act of giving out justice 2. 
special permission to do something 


distribution of assets 


which is normally not allowed or is 
against the law 


dispense /di'spens/ verb 1. to provide 
something, especially officially o to dis- 
pense justice 2. a to dispense with 
something not to use something, to do 
without something o The chairman of the 
tribunal dispensed with the formality of 
taking minutes. o The accused decided to 
dispense with the services of a lawyer. 


displaced person  § /dis,plersd 
'p3:s(9)n/ noun a man or woman who 
has been forced to leave home and move 
to another country because of war 


dispose /di'spouz/ verb n to dispose 
of to get rid of, to sell cheaply o to dis- 
pose of excess stock o to dispose of one’s 
business 


disposition /,dispa'z1f(9)n/ noun the 
act of passing property in the form of 
land or goods to another person, espe- 
cially in a will o to make testamentary 
dispositions 


dispossess /,dispa'zes/ verb to de- 
prive someone wrongfully of his or her 
possession of land 


dispossession /,dispo'zef(a)n/ 
noun the act of wrongfully depriving 
someone of possession of land 


dispute /di'spju:t, 'dıspju:t/ noun a 
disagreement or argument between par- 
ties o to adjudicate, to mediate in a dis- 
pute to try to settle a dispute between 
other parties m verb to argue against 
something o the defendant disputed 
the claim the defendant argued that the 
claim was not correct o she disputed the 
policeman’s version of events she said 
that the policeman’s story of what had 
happened was wrong o to dispute the 
jurisdiction of a court to argue that a 
court has no jurisdiction over a case 


disqualification /dis, kwolif1 
'kerf(9)n/ noun 1. a situation in which 
someone is legally prevented from doing 
something 2. the fact of being legally 
prevented from driving a car 


disqualification from office /dis 
ikwolifikerf(a)n fram 'pfis/ noun a 
rule which forces a director to be re- 
moved from a directorship if he or she 
does not fulfil the conditions 


disqualify /dis'kwolifat/ verb not to 
allow someone to do something, because 
they have done something which is not 
allowed or have committed a legal of- 
fence o Being a judge disqualifies him 
from being a Member of Parliament. o 
After the accident she was fined £1000 
and disqualified from driving for two 
years. o He was convicted of driving a 
motor vehicle while disqualified. 


disrepute /,disri'pju:t/ noun a situa- 
tion where something is not regarded 
very highly o to bring something into 
disrepute to give something a bad repu- 
tation o He was accused of bringing the 
club into disrepute by his bad behaviour. 
disseisin /dis'si:z1n/ noun illegally 
depriving someone of possession of land 
dissemination —/di,semr'ne1f(9)n/ 
noun the act of passing information, 
slanderous or libellous statements to oth- 
er members of the public 


dissent /di'sent/ noun disagreement 
with the majority of other people or with 
the authorities o The opposition showed 
its dissent by voting against the Bill. = 
verb to disagree in writing with a major- 
ity opinion in a court judgment o One of 
the appeal judges dissented. 
dissenting judgment /di,sentin 
'dgad3zmont/ noun the judgment of a 
judge, showing that he or she disagrees 
with other judges in a case which has 
been heard by several judges 

dissolve /di'zvlv/ verb to bring to an 
end o to dissolve a marriage or a part- 
nership or a company v to dissolve Par- 
liament to end a session of Parliament, 
and so force a general election 
distrain /di'stret/ verb to seize goods 
to pay for debts 

distress /di'stres/ noun the taking of 
someone’s goods to pay for debts 
distress sale /di'stres serl/ noun the 
selling of someone’s goods to pay his or 
her debts 

distribution /,distri'bju:f(a)n/ noun 
sharing out property in an estate 
distribution of assets 
/,distribju:f(a)n ov 'æsets/ noun shar- 
ing the assets of a company among the 
shareholders 


district 


district /‘distrikt/ noun a section of a 
town or of a country 


district attorney /,distrikt 9'ts:ni/ 
noun US 1. a prosecuting attorney in a 
federal district 2. the state prosecuting 
attorney » abbreviation DA 


district court /‘distrikt ko:t/ noun 
US a court in a federal district 


district registrar /,distrikt „redz 
'stra:/ noun an official who registers 
births, marriages and deaths in a specific 
area 


district registry /,distrikt 
'red3istri/ noun an office where records 
of births, marriages and deaths are kept 


disturb /di'sts:b/ verb o to disturb 
the peace to make a noise which annoys 
people in the area 


disturbance /di'sts:bons/ noun a 
noise or movement of people which an- 
noys other people o Street disturbances 
forced the government to resign. o He 
was accused of making a disturbance in 
the public library. 


disturbed balance of mind /di 
starbd 'belons əv maind/ noun US a 
state of mind when someone is temporar- 
ily incapable of rational action because 
of depression or mental distress o The 
verdict of the coroner’s court was suicide 
while the balance of mind was disturbed. 


division /di'v13(2)n/ noun 1. one sec- 
tion of something which is divided into 
several sections o Smith’s is now a divi- 
sion of the Brown group of companies. 2. 
a separate section of the High Court, e.g. 
the Queen’s Bench Division, the Family 
Division or the Chancery Division, or a 
separate section of the Appeal Court, e.g. 
the Civil Division or the Criminal Divi- 
sion 3. the act of dividing or of being di- 
vided o to have a division of opinion to 
disagree 4. (in the EU) one of the subdi- 
visions of a Directorate in the Commis- 
sion, with a Head of Division at its head 
divisional court /di'v13(9)n(e)I ko:t/ 
noun one of courts of the High Court 
divisional judge § /di'v13(0)n(0)l 
d3ad3/ noun a judge in a division of the 
High Court 

division of responsibility /dı 
,V13(9)n ov r1,sponsr'biliti/ noun the 


act of splitting the responsibility for 
something between several people 


divorce /d1'vo:s/ noun the legal ending 
of a marriage m verb to legally end a mar- 
riage to someone o He divorced his wife 
and married his secretary. 
COMMENT: Under English law, the only 
basis of divorce is the irretrievable 
breakdown of marriage. This is proved 
by one of five grounds: (a) adultery; (b) 
unreasonable behaviour; (c) one of the 
parties has deserted the other for a pe- 
riod of two years; (d) the parties have 
lived apart for two years and agree to 
a divorce; (e) the parties have lived 
apart for five years. In the context of di- 
vorce proceedings the court has wide 
powers to make orders regarding resi- 
dence and contact orders for children, 
and ancillary relief. Divorce proceed- 
ings are normally dealt with by the 
County Court, or in London at the Di- 
vorce Registry. Where divorce pro- 
ceedings are defended, they are trans- 
ferred to the High Court, but this is rare 
and most divorce cases are now con- 
ducted by what is called the ‘special 
procedure’. 
divorcee /divo:'si:/ noun someone 
who is divorced 
divorce petition /d1,vo:s pə'tıf(ə)n/ 
noun an official request to a court to end 
a marriage o She was granted a divorce 
on the grounds of unreasonable behav- 
iour by her husband. 
Divorce Registry /di,vors 
‘red3zistri/ noun a court which deals 
with divorce cases in London 
DMC abbreviation donatio mortis causa 
dock /dpk/ noun the part of a court 
where an accused prisoner stands o the 
prisoner in the dock the prisoner who is 
being tried for a crime 
dock brief /'dok bri:f/ noun a former 
system where an accused person could 
choose a barrister from those present in 
court to represent them for a small fee 
dock dues /'dpk dju:z/ noun the pay- 
ment which a ship makes to the harbour 
authorities for the right to use the har- 
bour 
docket /'dokit/ noun 1. a list of con- 
tents of a package which is being sent 2. 
US a list of cases for trial 
doctrine /‘doktrin/ noun a general 
principle of law 


dominant tenement 


document /'dokjumont/ noun 1. a 
paper or set of papers, printed or hand- 
written, which contains information o 
Deeds, contracts and wills are all legal 
documents. 2. anything in which infor- 
mation is recorded, e.g. maps, designs, 
computer files, databases 3. an official 
paper from a government department m 
verb to put in a published paper o The 
cases of unparliamentary language are 
well documented in Hansard. 
documentary = /,dpokju'ment(a)ri/ 
adjective in the form of documents o 
documentary evidence o documentary 
proof 

documentary evidence 
/,dvkjument(a)ri 'evid(a)ns/ noun evi- 
dence in the form of documents 
documentary proof 
/,dokjument(a)ri 'pru:f/ noun proof in 
the form of a document 
documentation /,dvkjumen 
'terf(a)n/ noun all documents referring 
to something o Please send me the com- 
plete documentation concerning the sale. 


document exchange /,dpokjumont 
tks'tfeind3/ noun a bureau which re- 
ceives documents for clients and holds 
them securely in numbered boxes. Ab- 
breviation DX (NOTE: Service can be ef- 
fected through a document exchange in 
cases where this is given as the ad- 
dress for service.) 


Doe » John Doe 


do-it-yourself conveyancing /,du: 
It jə self kan'veronsin/ noun drawing 
up a legal conveyance without the help of 
a lawyer 


doli capax, doli incapax phrase Lat- 
in phrases meaning ‘capable of crime’ or 
‘incapable of crime’ 
COMMENT: Children under ten years of 
age are doli incapax and cannot be 
prosecuted for criminal offences; chil- 
dren aged between 10 and 14 are pre- 
sumed to be doli incapax but the pre- 
sumption can be reversed if there is 
evidence of malice or knowledge. 
dollar stocks /,dolo 'stokz/ plural 
noun shares in American companies 


Domesday Book /'du:mzde1 buk/ 
noun a record made for King William I 
in 1086, which recorded all the land in 


England and the owners and inhabitants 
for tax purposes 

domestic /do'mesttk/ adjective 1. re- 
ferring to a family 2. referring to the 
market of the country where a business is 
situated 

domestic consumption /də 
»mestik kon'sampfan/ noun consump- 
tion on the home market 

domestic court /do'mestik ko:t/ 
noun US a court which covers the dis- 
trict in which a defendant lives or has his 
or her address for service (NOTE: The 
British term is home court.) 
domestic premises /do,mestik 
‘premisiz/ plural noun house, flat, or 
other unit used for private accommoda- 
tion 

domestic proceedings /do,mestik 
pro'si:dinz/ plural noun a court case 
which involves a husband and wife, or 
parents and children 

domestic production /do,mestik 
pro'dakfan/ noun a production of goods 
in the home country 

domestic sales /da'mestik serlz/ 
plural noun sales in the home market 
domicile /‘domisarl/ noun a country 
where someone is deemed to live perma- 
nently, or where a company’s office is 
registered, especially for tax purposes m 
verb to live in a place officially o The de- 


fendant is domiciled in Scotland. o bills 


domiciled in France bills of exchange 
which have to be paid in France 
domiciled /‘domisarld/ adjective liv- 
ing in a particular place 

domicile of choice /,domisail ov 
'tfors/ noun a country where someone 
has chosen to live, which is not the dom- 
icile of origin 

domicile of origin /,domisail ov 
‘prid3in/ noun a domicile which a per- 
son has from birth, usually the domicile 
of the father 

dominant owner /,dpmmont 'suno/ 
noun someone who has the right to use 
someone else’s property 

dominant tenement /,dommont 
'tenomont/ noun land which has been 
granted an easement over another prop- 
erty (NOTE: also called ‘dominant es- 
tate’ in the USA) 


dominion 


dominion /də'mınjən/ noun a a Do- 
minion an independent state, part of the 
British Commonwealth o the Dominion 
of Canada 

donatio mortis causa /do,na:tisu 
mo:tis 'kəuzə/ phrase a Latin phrase 
meaning ‘gift because of death’: transfer 
of property made when death is immi- 
nent 

donee /,dau'ni:/ noun somebody who 
receives a gift from a donor 

donor /'dəunə/ noun somebody who 
gives property to another 

dormant account /,do:mont ə 
‘kaunt/ noun a bank account which is 
not used 

double /'dab(ə)l/ verb to make some- 
thing twice as big 

double jeopardy /,dab(o)I 'd3epadi/ 
noun US the possibility that a citizen 
may be tried twice for the same crime, 
prohibited in most legal systems 
double taxation agreement 
/,dab(o)l_ tak'serf(a)n 9,gri:mont/, 
double taxation treaty /,dab(a)l tæk 
'serf(ə)n ,tri:ti/, double tax treaty 
noun an agreement between two coun- 
tries that a person living in one country 
shall not be taxed in both countries on the 
income earned in the other country 
doubt /daut/ noun a feeling of not be- 
ing sure that something is correct o be- 
yond reasonable doubt, beyond a rea- 
sonable doubt US to a degree of certain- 
ty that is considered acceptable in 
convicting a person in a criminal case o 
open to doubt not certain and even un- 
likely o Her ability to recognise him af- 
ter so long is open to doubt. 

doveish /'daviJ/ adjective like a dove 
o He was accused of having doveish ten- 
dencies. 

down payment /,davun 'permənt/ 
noun part of a total payment made in ad- 
vance 

dowry /‘dauri/ noun money or property 
brought by a wife to her husband when 
she marries him 

DPP abbreviation Director of Public 
Prosecutions 

draft /dra:ft/ noun 1. an order for mon- 
ey to be paid by a bank o to make a draft 
on a bank to ask a bank to pay money for 


you 2. the first rough plan of a document 
which has not been finished o He drew 
up the draft agreement on the back of an 
envelope. o The first draft of the contract 
was corrected by the managing director. 
o The draft Bill is with the House of 
Commons lawyers. m verb to make a first 
rough plan of a document o to draft a 
contract or a document or a bill o The 
contract is still being drafted or is still in 
the drafting stage. 


drafter /‘dra:fta/ noun somebody who 
makes a draft 


drafting /'dra:ftıy/ noun the act of 
preparing the draft of a document o The 
drafting of the contract took six weeks. o 
The drafting stage of a parliamentary 
Bill. 


draftsman /'dra:ftsmən/ noun some- 
body who drafts documents 


drawee /dro:'i:/ noun a person or bank 
asked to make a payment by a drawer 


drawings /‘dro:1z/ plural noun mon- 
ey taken out of a partnership by a partner 
as his or her salary 


draw up /,dro: 'ap/ verb to write a le- 
gal document o to draw up a contract or 
an agreement o to draw up a company’s 
articles of association 


drive /dratv/ verb n he drives a hard 
bargain he is a difficult negotiator 


driving licence /'drarvin ,lats(9)ns/ 
noun a document which shows that you 
have passed a driving test and can legally 
drive a car, truck, etc. o Applicants for 
the police force should hold a valid driv- 
ing licence. 


driving without due care and at- 
tention /,drarviy wi,daut dju: ,keo 
on ə'tenfən/ noun the offence of driving 
a car in a careless way, so that other peo- 
ple are in danger 


drop /drop/ noun a fall o drop in sales 
o sales show a drop of 10% o a drop in 
prices m verb 1. to fall o Sales have 
dropped by 10% or have dropped 10%. o 
The pound dropped three points against 
the dollar. 2. to stop a case o The prose- 
cution dropped all charges against the 
accused. o The claimant decided to drop 
the case against his neighbour. (NOTE: 
dropping — dropped) 


due 


drop ship /,drop 'f1p/ verb to deliver 
a large order direct to a customer 


drop shipment /‘drop ,srpmont/ 
noun a delivery of a large order from the 
factory direct to a customer’s shop or 
warehouse without going through an 
agent or wholesaler 


drug /drag/ noun 1. an illegal sub- 
stance which can be harmful if taken reg- 
ularly 2. a medicine given by a doctor to 
treat a medical problem 3. to give a sub- 
stance to someone or put it in their food 
or drink, especially secretly, to make 
them go to sleep or become unconscious 
COMMENT: There are three classes of 
controlled drugs: Class ‘A’ drugs: 
(cocaine, heroin, crack, LSD, etc.); 
Class ‘B’ drugs: (amphetamines, 
cannabis, codeine, etc.); and Class 
‘C drugs: (drugs which are related to 
the amphetamines, such as benzphet- 
amine). The drugs are covered by five 
schedules under the Misuse of Drugs 
Regulations: Schedule 1: drugs which 
are not used medicinally, such as can- 
nabis and LSD, for which possession 
and supply are prohibited; Schedule 
2: drugs which can be used medicinal- 
ly, such as heroin, morphine, cocaine, 
and amphetamines: these are fully 
controlled as regards prescriptions by 
doctors, safe custody in pharmacies, 
registering of sales, etc. Schedule 3: 
barbiturates, which are controlled as 
regards prescriptions, but need not be 
kept in safe custody; Schedule 4: 
benzodiazepines, which are controlled 
as regards registers of purchasers; 
Schedule 5: other substances for 
which invoices showing purchase 
must be kept. 


drug abuse /'drag 9,bju:s/ noun the 
regular use of drugs for non-medical rea- 
sons 

drug addict /‘drag ,edikt/ noun 
somebody who is physically and mental- 
ly dependent on taking drugs regularly 
drug addiction /‘drag ə,dıkfən/ 
noun mental and physical dependence 
on taking a drug regularly 

drug baron /'drag ,beran/ noun a 
person with an important position in an 
organisation that sells illegal drugs 
drug czar /'drag sa:/ noun a person 
employed by a government to lead a 
campaign against the sale and use of ille- 
gal drugs 


drug runner /‘drag ,rano/ noun a per- 
son who takes or makes someone else 
take drugs illegally from one country to 
another 


Drug Squad /'drag skwod/ noun a 
section of the police force which investi- 
gates crime related to drugs 


drug trafficking /‘drag_,treftkin/ 
noun the activity of buying and selling 
drugs illegally 

drunk /drank/ adjective incapable be- 
cause of having drunk too much alcohol 


drunk and disorderly /,drank on 
dis'ordali/ adjective incapable and be- 
having in a wild way because of having 
drunk too much alcohol 


drunk and incapable / drank on in 
'kerpəb(ə)l/ noun the offence of having 
drunk so much alcohol that you are not 
able to act normally 


drunkard /‘drankad/ noun somebody 
who is frequently drunk. » habitual 


drunken driving /,drankon 
‘drarvin/ noun an offence of driving a 
car when under the influence of alcohol. 
Also called driving with alcohol con- 
centrations above a certain limit 


DSgt abbreviation detective sergeant 


dud /dad/ adjective, noun (of a coin, 
banknote or cheque) worth nothing be- 
cause it is false (informal) o The £50 note 
was a dud. 


dud cheque /,dad 'tfek/ noun a 
cheque which the bank refuses to pay be- 
cause the person writing it has not 
enough money in his or her account to 
pay it 

due /dju:/ adjective 1. owed o to fall 
due, to become due to be ready for pay- 
ment o bill due on May Ist bill which 
has to be paid on May Ist o balance due 
to us amount owed to us which should be 
paid 2. expected to arrive o The plane is 
due to arrive at 10.30 or is due at 10.30. 
3. according to what is expected as usual 
or correct o in due form written in the 
correct legal form o receipt in due form o 
contract drawn up in due form n after 
due consideration of the problem after 
thinking seriously about the problem o 
the due process of the law the formal 
work of a fair legal action 


due date 


due date /'dju: dert/ noun the date on 
which a debt has to be paid 

due diligence /dju: ‘dilidzons/ 
noun the carrying out of your duty as ef- 
ficiently as is necessary o The executor 
acted with due diligence to pay the liabil- 
ities of the estate. 

due execution of a will /dju: ,eksr 
'kju:f(©)n əv er wil/ noun the act of 
making a will in the correct way. A will 
must be written (handwritten, printed, or 
written on a standard form, etc.), signed 
by the testator and witnessed by two wit- 
nesses in the presence of the testator. 
due process /,dju: 'prauses/ noun a 
tule that the forms of law must be fol- 
lowed correctly 

duly /'dju:li/ adverb 1. properly o duly 
authorised representative 2. as was ex- 
pected o We duly received his letter of 
21st October. 

dungeon /'dand3an/ noun an under- 
ground prison (often in a castle) 
duplicating paper /‘dju:plikertin 
,peIpo/ noun a special paper to be used 
in a duplicating machine 

duress /dju'res/ noun an illegal threat 
to use force on someone to make him or 
her do something o Duress provides no 
defence to a charge of murder. o under 
duress being forced to do something o 
They alleged they had committed the 
crime under duress from another defend- 
ant. o he signed the confession under 
duress he signed the confession because 
he was threatened 

dutiable goods /,dju:tiəb(ə)l 'gudz/ 
plural noun goods on which a customs or 
excise duty has to be paid 

duty /‘dju:ti/ noun 1. work which a 
person has to do o It is the duty of every 


citizen to serve on a jury if called. o The 
government has a duty to protect the cit- 
izens from criminals. 2. official work 
which you have to do in a job o to be on 
duty to be doing official work at a spe- 
cial time 3. a tax which has to be paid o 
to take the duty off alcohol o to put a duty 
on cigarettes o goods which are liable 
to duty goods on which customs or ex- 
cise tax has to be paid o duty-paid goods 
goods where the duty has been paid 
duty bound /'dju:ti baund/ adjective 
bound to do something because it is your 
duty o Witnesses under oath are duty 
bound to tell the truth. 

duty-free /,dju:ti 'fri:/ adjective, ad- 
verb sold with no duty to be paid o He 
bought a duty-free watch at the airport or 
he bought the watch duty-free. o duty- 
free shop shop at an airport or on a ship 
where goods can be bought without pay- 
ing duty 

duty of care /,dju:ti ov 'keə/ noun a 
legal obligation which imposes a duty on 
individuals not to act negligently 

duty sergeant /,dju:ti 'sa:dzont/ 
noun a police sergeant who is on duty at 
a particular time 

duty solicitor /,dju:ti so'listto/ noun 
a solicitor who is on duty at a magis- 
trates’ court and can be contacted at any 
time by a party who is appearing in that 
court or by a party who has been taken to 
a police station under arrest or for ques- 
tioning 

dwelling /‘dwelty/ noun a place where 
someone lives such as a house or flat o 
The tax on dwellings has been raised. 
DWI abbreviation US driving while in- 
toxicated 


DX abbreviation document exchange 


e. & o.e. abbreviation errors and omis- 
sions excepted 


earmark /'ta,mazk/ verb to reserve for 
a special purpose o to earmark funds for 
a project o The grant is earmarked for 
computer systems development. 

earn /s:n/ verb 1. to be paid money for 
working o to earn £150 a week o Our 
agent in Paris certainly does not earn his 
commission. 2. to produce interest or 
dividends o account which earns interest 
at 10% o What level of dividend do these 
shares earn? 

earnest /'s:nist/ noun money paid as a 
down payment to show one’s serious in- 
tention to proceed with a contract o He 
deposited £1,000 with the solicitor as 
earnest of his intention to purchase. 
earning power /'s:n1j ,paus/ noun 
the amount of money someone should be 
able to earn 

earnings /'3:n1yz/ plural noun 1. the 
salary or wages, profits and dividends or 
interest received by an individual 2. prof- 
its of a business 

earnings per share /,3:n1jz po 
'fea/ noun the money earned in profit 
per share 

earnings-related pension /,3:n1nz 
r1,lertid 'penfan/ noun a pension which 
is linked to the size of the salary 
easement /‘i:zmont/ noun a right 
which someone (the dominant owner) 
has to make use of land belonging to 
someone else (the servient owner) for a 
purpose such as a path 

Easter /‘i:sta/ noun 1. one of the four 
sittings of the Law Courts 2. one of the 
four law terms 

EC abbreviation European Community 
o EC ministers met today in Brussels. o 


E 


The USA is increasing its trade with the 
EC. 

ECB abbreviation European Central 
Bank 

ecclesiastical /1 kli:zi'æstık(ə)l/ ad- 
jective referring to the church 
ecclesiastical court /ikli:zi 
'æstık(ə)l kə:t/ noun a court which 
hears matters referring to the church 
ECJ abbreviation European Court of 
Justice 

economic activity /,i:konomik ek 
'trviti/ noun work 

economically /,i:ka'nomikli/ adverb 
o economically active (in the EU) being 
an active worker o Economically active 
persons have the right to move freely 
from one EU country to another with 
their families. 

economic planning /,i:konomik 
‘plenin/ noun the activity of planning 
the future financial state of the country 
for the government 

economic sanctions /,i:zkonomik 
‘seenkf(o)ns/ plural noun restrictions on 
trade with a country in order to influence 
its political situation or in order to make 
its government change its policy 
e-conveyancing /'i: kon,veronsin/ 
noun» electronic transfer 
ecoterrorist /‘i:kou,terarist/ noun 
somebody who attacks things for ecolog- 
ical reasons o Ecoterrorists attacked sev- 
eral fields of crops. 

edict /‘i:dikt/ noun the public an- 
nouncement of a law 

editorial /,edi'to:rial/ adjective refer- 
ring to an editor 

editorial board /edi,to:rial ‘bo:d/ 
noun a group of editors (on a newspaper, 
etc.) 


education welfare officer 
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education welfare officer 
/,edjukerf(o)n 'welfeo ,vfiso/ noun a 
social worker who looks after school- 
children, and deals with attendance and 
family problems 
EEC abbreviation European Economic 
Community 
effective date /1'fektiv dert/ noun 
the date on which a rule or a contract 
starts to be applied 
effective date of termination /1 
ifektiv dert ov ,ts:mi'nerf(a)n/ noun 
the date on which a contract of employ- 
ment expires 
E-FIT™ a trademark for software that 
produces an image of the face of a police 
suspect on the basis of what a witness 
can remember 
e.g. /'i:'d3i:/ abbreviation e.g. 
egalitarian /1,gzli'tesrion/ noun 
somebody who supports egalitarianism 
EGM abbreviation Extraordinary Gen- 
eral Meeting 
eject /1'dzekt/ verb to make someone 
leave a property which he or she is occu- 
pying illegally 
ejection /1'd3ekJon/ noun the action 
of making someone leave a property 
which he or she is occupying illegally 
COMMENT: The ejection of someone 
who is legally occupying a property is 
an ouster, while removing a tenant is 
eviction. 
ejectment /1'dzektmont/ noun n ac- 
tion of ejectment a court action to force 
someone to leave a property which he or 
she is occupying illegally 
ejusdem generis /i:,dzusdem 
'‘dgenoris/, eiusdem generis /er 
ju:ssdem 'dzenoris/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘of the same kind’: a rule 
of legal interpretation, that when a word 
or phrase follows two or more other 
words or phrases, it is construed to be of 
the same type as the words or phrases 
which precede it 
COMMENT: In the phrase houses, flats 
and other buildings other buildings 
can mean only other dwellings, and 
would not include, for example, a 
church. 
elapse /1'lzeps/ verb (of time) to pass o 
Six weeks elapsed before the court order 
was put into effect. o We must allow suf- 


ficient time to elapse before making a 
complaint. 


elect /1'lekt/ verb 1. to choose someone 
by a vote o A vote to elect the officers of 
an association. o She was elected chair 
of the committee. o He was first elected 
for this constituency in 1992. 2. to 
choose to do something o He elected to 
stand trial by jury. 


election /1'lekfon/ noun 1. the act of 
electing o His election as president of the 
society. 2. the act of electing a represent- 
ative or representatives 3. the act of 
choosing a course of action o The ac- 
cused made his election for jury trial. 4. 
a choice by a legatee to take a benefit un- 
der a will and relinquish a claim to the 
estate at the same time 


COMMENT: In Britain, a Parliament can 
only last for a maximum of five years, 
and a dissolution is usually called by 
the Prime Minister before the end of 
that period. The Lord Chancellor then 
issues a writ for the election of MPs. All 
British subjects (including Common- 
wealth and Irish citizens), are eligible 
to vote in British elections provided 
they are on the electoral register, are 
over 18 years of age, are sane, are not 
members of the House of Lords and 
are not serving prison sentences for 
serious crime. In the USA, members of 
the House of Representatives are 
elected for a two-year period. Sena- 
tors are elected for six-year terms, one 
third of the Senate being elected every 
two years. The President of the USA is 
elected by an electoral college made 
up of people elected by voters in each 
of the states of the USA. Each state 
elects the same number of electors to 
the electoral college as it has Con- 
gressmen, plus two. This guarantees 
that the college is broadly representa- 
tive of voters across the country. The 
presidential candidate with an overall 
majority in the college is elected presi- 
dent. A presidential term of office is 
four years, and a president can stand 
for re-election once. 


electoral reform /ilekt(ə)rəl rı 
'form/ noun the activity of changing the 
electoral system to make it fairer 


electric chair /1,lektrik 'tfeo/ noun a 
chair attached to a powerful electric cur- 
rent, used in some states of the USA for 
executing criminals 


emoluments 


electronic communication 
/ elektronık ko,mjurni'kerf(a)n/ noun 
a message which is sent from one person 
to another by telephone or by other elec- 
tronic means 


electronic conveyancing 
/ elektronık: kən'verənsıy/ noun » 
electronic transfer 


electronic signature / elektronık 
'signitfa/ noun electronic text or sym- 
bols attached to a document sent by 
email which acts in a similar way to a 
handwritten signature, in that they prove 
the authenticity of the document 


electronic surveillance 
/ elektronık sə'verləns/ noun surveil- 
lance using hidden microphones, camer- 
as, etc. 


electronic transfer / elektronık 
'trænsf3:/ noun the transfer of interests 
in land by electronic methods rather than 
paper documents 


eleemosynary /,eli:'mpzinoari/ ad- 
jective referring to charity 

eligible /‘elid31b(9)l/ adjective person 
who can be chosen o She is eligible for 
re-election. 


E list /'i: list/ noun a list of the names 
of prisoners who frequently try to escape 
from prison 

embargo /1m'ba:gau/ noun a govern- 
ment order which stops a type of trade o 
to lay, put an embargo on trade with a 
country to say that trade with a country 
must not take place n to lift an embargo 
to allow trade to start again o to be un- 
der an embargo to be forbidden m verb 
not to allow something to take place o 
The government has embargoed trade 
with the Eastern countries. o the press 
release was embargoed until 1st Janu- 
ary the information in the release could 
not be published until 1st January 


embezzle /1m'bez(o)l/ verb to use ille- 
gally or steal money which you are re- 
sponsible for as part of your work o He 
was sent to prison for six months for em- 
bezzling his clients’ money. 


embezzlement /m'bez(ə)lmənt/ 
noun the act of embezzling o He was 
sent to prison for six months for embez- 
zlement. 


embezzler /1m'bez(a)la/ noun some- 
body who embezzles 


emblements /‘emblomonts/ plural 
noun vegetable products which come 
from farming 

embracery /im'brets(a)ri/ noun the 
offence of corruptly seeking to influence 
jurors 

emergency powers /i,m3:d3onsi 
‘pauas/ plural noun special powers 
granted by law to a government or to a 
minister to deal with an emergency, usu- 
ally without going through the usual 
democratic processes 

emergency protection order /1 
,m3:d3ənsi pro'tekf(a)n ,o:da/ noun a 
court order, established under the Chil- 
dren’s Act 1989, which gives a local au- 
thority or the National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
(NSPCC) the right to remove a child 
from the care of its parents for a period of 
eight days, with the right to apply for a 
seven-day extension. An order will only 
be granted if the court is satisfied that 
there is reasonable cause to believe that 
the child is suffering or likely to suffer 
significant harm unless the order is 
made. } parental responsibility (NOTE: 
Such an order gives the local authority 
parental responsibility for the child, al- 
lowing decisions to be made in relation 
to its welfare.) 

emergency services /1'm3:d3onsi 
\S3rvisiz/ plural noun police, fire and 
ambulance services, which are ready for 
action if an emergency arises 
emigrant /‘emigrant/ noun somebody 
who emigrates. Compare immigrant 
emigrate /‘emigreit/ verb to go to an- 
other country to live permanently. Com- 
pare immigrate 

emigration /,em1'gretJ(9)n/ noun the 
act of leaving a country to go to live per- 
manently in another country. Compare 
immigration 

eminent domain /,emmont dou 
'‘mein/ noun the right of the state to ap- 
propriate private property for public use 
emoluments /1'mvljumonts/ plural 
noun wages, salaries, fees or any mone- 
tary benefit from an employment (formal 
or humorous, not technical) 


empanel 


empanel /1m'pzn(a)l/ verb o to em- 
panel a jury to choose and swear in ju- 
rors 

employed advocate /im,ploid 
'ædvəkət/ noun a person employed to 
plead in court such as a Crown Prosecu- 
tor 

employee /1m'ploti:/ noun a person 
who is employed by someone else o Em- 
ployees of the firm are eligible to join a 
profit-sharing scheme. o Relations be- 
tween management and employees have 
improved. o The company has decided to 
take on new employees. 

employer /1m'plote/ noun a person or 
company which has employees and pays 
them 

employers contribution /ım 
,plorez ,kontri'bjurf(a)n/ noun money 
paid by the employer towards an em- 
ployee’s pension 

employer’s liability /1m,plotez lato 
‘biliti/ noun the legal responsibility of 
an employer when employees are subject 
to accidents due to negligence on the part 
of the employer 

employers’ organisation /ım 
‘ploiez ,orgenaizerf(a)n/ noun US a 
group of employers with similar interests 
employment /1m'plommoant/ noun a 
contractual relationship between an em- 
ployer and his or her employees 
Employment Appeal Tribunal /1m 
,plormont ə'pi:l trar,bju:n(a)l/ noun a 
court which hears appeals from employ- 
ment tribunals 

employment bureau /1m'plommont 
,bjuarau/ noun an office which finds 
jobs for people 

employment law = /1m'plommont 
,bjuarau/ noun law referring to the 
rights and responsibilities of employers 
and employees 

employment office /ım'plormənt 
\Df1s/ noun an office which finds jobs for 
people 

employment tribunal /tm'plommoent 
tra1,bju:nol/ noun a body responsible 
for hearing work-related complaints as 
specified by statute. The panel hearing 
each case consists of a legally qualified 
chairperson and two independent lay 
people who have experience of employ- 


ment issues. Decisions need to be en- 
forced by a separate application to the 
court. Former name industrial tribunal 
empower /im'paud/ verb to give 
someone the power to do something o 
The agent is empowered to sell the prop- 
erty. o She was empowered by the com- 
pany to sign the contract. o A constable 
is empowered to arrest a person whom 
he suspects of having committed an of- 


fence. 


emptor /‘empto/ » caveat emptor 
enact /in'ekt/ verb to make a law 
enacting clause /in'ektin klo:z/ 
noun the first clause in a bill or act, start- 
ing with the words ‘be it enacted that’, 
which makes the act lawful 
enactment /i'nektmont/ noun 1. the 
action of making a law 2. an Act of Par- 
liament 

enclosure /1n'klau3a/ noun 1. a docu- 
ment enclosed with a letter 2. the act of 
removing land from common use by 
putting fences round it 
encroachment /in'kroutfmont/ 
noun illegally taking over someone’s 
property little by little 

encrypt /in'kript/ verb to take ordi- 
nary text and convert it to a series of fig- 
ures or letters which make it unable to be 
read without a special key 

encryption /in'kripfon/ noun the ac- 
tion of encrypting text 

encumbrance /in'kambroans/ noun a 
liability such as a mortgage or charge 
which is attached usually to a property or 
piece of land 

endanger /in'deind3a/ verb to put 
someone in danger of being killed or hurt 
o endangering railway passengers, en- 
dangering life at sea, criminal damage 
endangering life notifiable offences 
where human life is put at risk 
endorse /in'do:s/ verb 1. to agree with 
o The court endorsed counsel’s view. 2. o 
to endorse a bill, a cheque to sign a bill 
or a cheque on the back to make it paya- 
ble to someone else 3. to make a note on 
a driving licence that the holder has been 
convicted of a traffic offence 4. to write 
a summary of the contents of a legal doc- 
ument on the outside of the folded docu- 
ment 


entertain 


endorsee /,endo:'si:/ noun a person in 
whose favour a bill or a cheque is en- 
dorsed 

endorsement /in'do:smont/ noun 1. 
the act of endorsing 2. a signature on a 
document which endorses it 3. a summa- 
ry of a legal document noted on the out- 
side of the folded document 4. a note on 
an insurance policy which adds condi- 
tions to the policy 5. a note on a driving 
licence to show that the holder has been 
convicted of a traffic offence. ù totting 
up 

endorser /in'do:sa/ noun somebody 
who endorses a bill or cheque 
endowment /in'daumont/ noun a gift 
of money to provide a regular income 
endowment assurance /in 
'daumont 9,fuorans/ noun an assur- 
ance policy where a sum of money is 
paid to the insured person on a specific 
date, or to the heirs if he or she dies 
endowment mortgage = /in 
‘daumont ,mo:gid3/ noun a mortgage 
backed by an endowment policy 

end user /,end 'ju:za/ noun some- 
body who actually uses a product 
enforce /tn'fo:s/ verb to make sure 
something is done or is obeyed o to en- 
force the terms of a contract o to enforce 
a debt to make sure a debt is paid 
enforceable /in'fo:sab(a)l/ adjective 
being possible to enforce 
enforcement /in'fo:smont/ noun 1. 
the process of making sure that some- 
thing is obeyed o Enforcement of the 
terms of a contract. 2. (in the EU) the 
power to force someone to comply with 
the law 

enforcement notice /in'fo:smont 
nautis/ noun a notice issued by a local 
planning authority which outlines the 
steps that need to be taken within a spec- 
ified time to stop or repair a breach of 
planning control 

enforcement proceedings /in 
forsment pra'si:dinz/ plural noun le- 
gal proceedings used by the Commission 
for ensure that Member States fulfil their 
treaty obligations 

enfranchisement /in 
'freent faizmont/ noun the action of giv- 
ing someone a vote 


engage /1n'geid3/ verb 1. n to engage 
someone to do something to bind some- 
one contractually to do something o The 
contract engages the company to pur- 
chase minimum annual quantities of 
goods. 2. o to be engaged in to be busy 
with o He is engaged in work on comput- 
ers. o The company is engaged in trade 
with Africa. 

engross /in'graus/ verb to draw up a 
legal document in its final form ready for 
signature 

engrossment /in'grausment/ noun 
1. drawing up of a legal document in its 
final form 2. a legal document in its final 
form 

engrossment paper /in'grausmont 
\perpo/ noun a thick heavy paper on 
which court documents are engrossed 
enjoin /1n'd3o1m/ verb to order some- 
one to do something 

enjoyment /in'd3o1mont/ noun o 
quiet enjoyment of land right of an oc- 
cupier to occupy a property under a ten- 
ancy without anyone interfering with 
that right 

enquire /1'kwato/, enquiry another 
spelling of inquire 

entail /1n'terl/ noun an interest in land 
where the land is given to another person 
and the heirs of his or her body, but re- 
verts to the donor when the donee and 
heirs have all died. ù fee tail 

entente /pn'tpnt/ noun an agreement 
between two countries or groups, used 
especially of the ‘Entente Cordiale’ be- 
tween Britain and France in 1904 

enter /'entə/ o to enter into 1. to begin 
to do something o fo enter into relations 
with someone 2. to agree to do some- 
thing o to enter into negotiations with a 


foreign government o to enter into a 


partnership with a friend o to enter into 
an agreement or a contract 

entering /'entərıy/ noun the act of 
writing items in a record 

entering of appearance /,entorin 
av o'plorons/ noun same as entry of 
appearance 

entertain /,enta'te1n/ verb to be ready 
to consider a proposal o The judge will 
not entertain any proposal from the pros- 
ecution to delay the start of the hearing. 


entertainment expenses 
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entertainment expenses /,ento 
'tenmont 1k,spensiz/ plural noun 
money spent on giving meals to business 
visitors 

entice /1n'tats/ verb to try to persuade 
someone to do something by offering 
money o They tried to entice the manag- 
ers to join the new company. 
enticement /mn'tatsmoant/ noun the 
act of trying to persuade someone to do 
something, especially trying to persuade 
an employee to leave a job or a wife to 
leave her husband 

entitle /m'tait(o)I/ verb to give some- 
one the right to something o he is enti- 
tled to four weeks’ holiday he has the 
right to take four weeks’ holiday 
entitlement /in'tait(a)Imant/ noun 
something to which you are entitled 
entity /‘entrti/ noun something which 
exists in law o His private company is a 
separate entity. 

entrapment /in'treepmont/ noun the 
act of enticing someone to commit a 
crime so as to be able to arrest him or her, 
by someone in authority such as a police 
officer (NOTE: It is not a defence in Brit- 
ish law, but exists in US law.) 
entrenched /in'trentJt/ adjective (of 
ideas and practices) existing in the 
same way for a long time and very diffi- 
cult to change o The government’s en- 
trenched position on employees’ rights. 
entrenched clause  /in'trent/t 
klorz/ noun a clause in a constitution 
which stipulates that it cannot be amend- 
ed except by an extraordinary process 
entryism /‘entri,1z(o)m/ noun a way 
of taking control of a political party or 
elected body, where extremists join or 
are elected and are then able to take con- 
trol because they are more numerous or 
more active than other members 
entryist /‘entritst/ adjective referring 
to entryism o The party leader con- 
demned entryist techniques. 

entry of appearance /,entri əv ə 
‘piorons/ noun the lodging of a docu- 
ment in court by the defendant to con- 
firm his or her intention to defend an ac- 
tion 

entry of judgment /entri ov 
'dzad3mənt/ noun the act of recording 


the judgment of a court in the official 
records 

entry permit /,entri po'mit/ noun a 
document allowing someone to enter a 
country 

entry visa /‘entri ,vi:zo/ noun a visa 
allowing someone to enter a country 
environmental health /in 
,vaironment(a)l 'hel0/ noun the health 
of the public as a whole 
environmental pollution /in 
vaironment(a)l pa'lu:f(a)n/ noun the 
polluting of the environment 

equalise  /‘i:kwoa,laiz/, | equalize 
/izkwolaiz/ verb to make equal o to 
equalise dividends 

equality /1'kwoliti/ noun the condition 
where all citizens are equal, have equal 
rights and are treated equally by the state 
equality of access /1,kwoliti ov 
'eekses/ noun a situation in which every- 
one must be given the same opportunities 
for education, employment and other ac- 
tivities 

equality of opportunity /1,kwoliti 
av ppə'tjuinıti/ noun a situation in 
which everyone has the same opportuni- 
ties to receive education, employment, 
election, etc. 

equality of treatment /1,kwoliti ov 
'tri:tmont/ noun 1. a situation in which 
everyone receives the same fair treat- 
ment in education, at work and in the 
community 2. a right of workers who are 
nationals of other Member States of the 
European Union to be treated equally to 
nationals of the country where they work 
Equal Opportunities Commis- 
sion /i:kwal  ovpo'tjumitiz ko 
»m1f(a)n/ noun an official committee set 
up to make sure that men and women 
have equal chances of employment and 
to remove discrimination between the 
sexes (NOTE: The US term is Equal Em- 
ployment Opportunity Commission.) 
equal opportunities programme 
/itkwol ppə'tjuinıtiz ,praugrem/ 
noun a programme to avoid discrimina- 
tion in employment (NOTE: The US term 
is affirmative action program.) 
equal pay /,i:kwal 'pe1/ noun the situ- 
ation in which the same salary is paid for 
the same type of work regardless of 


establish 


whether it is done by, e.g., men or wom- 
en 


equitable /'ekwitab(9)l/ adjective 1. 
fair and just 2. referring to equity 


equitable interests /,ekwitob(o)l 
'intrasts/ plural noun interests in prop- 
erty which are recognised separately 
from rights given by law 

equitable jurisdiction 
/,ekwitob(a)l ,d3uaris'dikfan/ noun 
the power of a court to enforce a person’s 
rights 

equitable lien /,ekwitob(o)l ‘lizon/ 
nouna right of someone to hold property 
which legally he or she does not own un- 
til the owner pays money due 


equitable mortgage /,ekwitob(o)l 
‘morgid3/ noun a mortgage which does 
not give the mortgagee a legal estate in 
the land mortgaged 


equity /‘ekwiti/ noun 1. a system of 
British law which developed in parallel 
with the common law to make the com- 
mon law fairer, summarised in the max- 
im ‘equity does not suffer a wrong to be 
without a remedy’ 2. the right to receive 
dividends as part of the profit of a com- 
pany in which you own shares 

equity of redemption /, ekwiti ov ri 
‘dempfon/ noun the right of a mortga- 
gor to redeem the estate by paying off the 
principal and interest 

equivocal /i'kwivok(a)l/ adjective 
not clearly expressed, or ambiguous o 
The court took the view that the defend- 
ant’s plea was equivocal. 

error /'erə/ noun a mistake o He made 
an error in calculating the total. o The 
secretary must have made a typing error. 
o errors and omissions excepted words 
written on an invoice to show that the 
company has no responsibility for mis- 
takes in the invoice. Abbreviation e. & 
0.e. 

error rate /'erə reit/ noun the number 
of mistakes per thousand entries or per 
page 

escalate /‘eskoleit/ verb to increase at 
a constant rate 

escalation of prices /,esko'lerf(9)n 
əv praiss/ noun US a constant increase 
in prices 


escalator clause /‘eskoleito klo:z/ 
noun a clause in a contract allowing for 
regular price increases because of in- 
creased costs 

escape /i'skeip/ verb 1. to get away 
from a place of detention o Three prison- 
ers escaped by climbing over the wall. 2. 
to avoid something that is unpleasant o 
He escaped with a reprimand. o They 
narrowly escaped prosecution. o We es- 
caped the need to reveal sensitive details 
publicly. m noun an act of getting away 
from a place of detention o to make your 
escape to leave or escape from some- 
where 

escape clause /1'skerp klo:z/ nouna 
clause in a contract which allows one of 
the parties to avoid carrying out the 
terms of the contract under some condi- 
tions without penalty 

escrow /‘eskrau/ noun a deed which 
the parties to it deliver to an independent 
person who hands it over only when spe- 
cific conditions have been fulfilled o in 
escrow held in safe keeping by a third 
party o document held in escrow docu- 
ment given to a third party to keep and to 
pass on to someone when, e.g., money 
has been paid 

escrow account /'eskrəu 9,kaunt/ 
noun US an account where money is 
held until something happens such as a 
contract being signed or goods being de- 
livered 

espionage /‘espisna:3/ noun the ac- 
tivity of spying 

Esq. noun 1. sometimes written after 
the name of a man instead of using ‘Mr’ 
2. US sometimes written after the name 
of a male or female lawyer » full form 
Esquire 

essence of contract /,es(9)ns ov 
‘kontrekt/ noun a fundamental term of 
a contract. Also called condition of 
contract 

establish /1'steblif/ verb 1. to set up, 
to make or to open something o The com- 
pany has established a branch in Aus- 
tralia. o The business was established in 
Scotland in 1823. to establish oneself 
in business to become successful in a 
new business 2. to decide what is correct 
or true o The police are trying to estab- 
lish his movements on the night of the 


established post 


murder. o It is an established fact that the 
car could not have been used because it 
was out of petrol. 


established post /i'stzeblift poust/ 
noun a permanent post in the civil serv- 
ice or similar organisation 
established use /i'steblift ju:z/ 
noun the use of land for a specific pur- 
pose which is recognised by a local au- 
thority because the land has been used 
for this purpose for some time 


establishment /1'stzeblifmont/ noun 
a the Establishment powerful and im- 
portant people who run the country and 
its government 


establishment charges NX 
‘steeblifmont ,tfar:d31z/ plural noun in 
a company’s accounts, the cost of staff 
and property 

establishment officer I 
Steeblifmont 'pfiso/ noun a civil serv- 
ant in charge of personnel in a govern- 
ment department 


estate /1'ste1t/ noun 1. an interest in or 
right to hold and occupy land 2. all the 
property that is owned by a person, espe- 
cially a person who has recently died o 
His estate was valued at £100,000 or he 
left estate valued at £100,000. no estate 
duty, estate tax US tax on property left 
by a person now dead 


estate agency /i'steit ,erd3ənsi/ 
noun an office which arranges for the 
sale of property 


estate agent /I'stert ,e1dzant/ noun 
the person in charge of an estate agency 


estate duty /1'steit ,dju:ti/ noun US 
a tax paid on the property left by a dead 
person 

estop /ə'stop/ verb to stop someone 
doing something, e.g. exercising a right 
estoppel /1'st pp(9)I/ noun a rule of ev- 
idence whereby someone is prevented 
from denying or asserting a fact in legal 
proceedings 


estoppel by conduct /1,stpp(a)! bar 
'kondakt/ noun the rule that no one can 
deny things which he or she has done or 
failed to do which have had an effect on 
other persons’ actions if that person has 
acted in a way which relied on the others’ 
behaviour 


estoppel by deed /1,stpp(a)l bar 
'di:d/ noun the rule that a person cannot 
deny having done something which is re- 
corded in a deed 

estoppel of record /1,stpp(o)l ov 
'reko:d/ noun the rule that a person can- 
not reopen a matter which has already 
been decided by a court 

estovers /1'stouvoz/ plural noun right 
of a tenant to take wood and timber from 
land which he or she rents 

estreat /I'stri:t/ verb to get a copy of a 
record of bail or a fine awarded by a 
court 

estreated recognizance /1,stri:tid 
ri'kogniz(a)ns/_ noun  recognisance 
which is forfeited because the person 
making it has not come to court 

et al. /et 'æl/, et alia phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘and others’ or ‘and oth- 
er things’ 

ethnic /'eOnık/ adjective referring to a 
specific nation or race 

ethnic group /'eðnık gru:p/ noun a 
group of people with the same back- 
ground and culture, different from those 
of other groups 

ethnic minority /,ecOntk mar'noriti/ 
noun a group of people of one race in a 
country where most people are of anoth- 
er race 

etiquette /‘etiket/ noun the set of 
rules governing the way people should 
behave, such as the way in which a solic- 
itor or barrister behaves towards clients 
in court 

et seq., et sequentes phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘and the following’ 
euro /'juorau/ noun the main currency 
unit of the European Union, used as local 
currency in most Member States since 
2002 

Euro-constituency /,juorau kon 
'stitjuonsi/ noun a constituency which 
elects an MEP to the European Parlia- 
ment 

Eurocrat /'juərəukræt/ noun a bu- 
reaucrat working in the European Union 
or the European Parliament (informal) 
European Atomic Energy Com- 
munity Treaty /,josropi:on ə,tomık 
enod3i ko,mjumoti 'tri:ti/ noun a 
treaty established in 1957 to develop nu- 


European Parliament 


clear energy within the Common Market. 
Abbreviation EURATOM 


European Commission 
/ juərəpi:ən kə'mıf(ə)n/ noun the main 
executive body of the European Union, 
made up of members nominated by each 
Member State 


European Communities 
/,jooropiron ko'mjuinitiz/ plural noun 
same as European Community 
European Community /,jusrapi:on 
ko'mjurniti/ noun the collective body 
formed by the merger in 1967 of the ad- 
ministrative networks of the European 
Atomic Energy Community, the Europe- 
an Coal and Steel Community, and the 
European Economic Community. Ab- 
breviation EC. Also called European 
Communities (NOTE: The Treaty on 
European Union made it the official title 
of the European Economic Community 
(EEC).) 
European Convention on Human 
Rights /,jusrapi:on kon,venf(9)n pn 
;hjurmon 'rarts/ noun a convention 
signed by all members of the Council of 
Europe covering the rights of all its citi- 
zens. The key provisions are now incor- 
porated by the Human Rights Act 1998, 
which came into force in the UK in Oc- 
tober 2000. 
COMMENT: The convention recognises 
property rights, religious rights, the 
right of citizens to privacy, the due 
process of law, the principle of legal re- 
view. Note that the European Conven- 
tion on Human Rights does not form 
part of English law. 
European Council /,jusrapi:on 
'kauns(ə)l/ noun a group formed by the 
heads of government of the Member 
States of the European Union. The pres- 
ident of the European Council is the head 
of the Member State which is currently 
president of the Council of Ministers. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with the Council 
of the European Union.) 
European Court of Human 
Rights /,jusrapi:on ko:t ov ,|hjurmon 
'raits/ noun a court considering the 
rights of citizens of states which are par- 
ties to the European Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights. ù Europe- 
an Convention on Human Rights 
(NOTE: Its formal name is the European 


Court for the Protection of Human 
Rights.) 


European Court of Justice 
/,juorapizon koit ov 'd3astis/ noun a 
court set up to see that the principles of 
law as laid out in the Treaty of Rome are 
observed and applied correctly in the Eu- 
ropean Union. The court is responsible 
for settling disputes relating to European 
Community Law, and also acting as a last 
Court of Appeal against judgments in in- 
dividual Member States. Abbreviation 
ECJ. Also called Court of Justice of 
the European Communities 


COMMENT: The ECJ has 15 judges 
and 8 Advocates General; these are 
appointed by the governments of 
Member States for a period of six 
years. The judges come from all the 
Member States, and bring with them 
the legal traditions of each state. The 
court can either meet as a full court, or 
in chambers where only two or three 
judges are present. The court normally 
conducts its business in French, 
though if an action is brought before 
the court by or against a Member 
State, that Member State can choose 
the language in which the case will be 
heard. The Court can hear actions 
against institutions, actions brought ei- 
ther by the Commission or by a Mem- 
ber State against another Member 
State. The Court also acts as Court of 
Appeal for appeals from the Court of 
First Instance. The court also inter- 
prets legislation and as such acts in a 
semi-legislative capacity. 


European Parliament /,jusrapi:on 
‘parlamont/ noun the parliament of 
members elected in each Member State 
of the European Union, representing the 
peoples of each Member State 


COMMENT: The members of the Euro- 
pean Parliament (MEPs) are elected 
by constituencies in the 25 Member 
States. The number of MEPs per 
country depends on the size of the 
state they come from: the largest 
member state, Germany, has 99 
MEPs, and the smallest, Luxembourg, 
has only 6. The European Parliament 
has the duty to supervise the working 
of the European Commission, and can 
if necessary, decide to demand the 
resignation of the entire Commission, 
although it cannot demand the resig- 
nation of an individual commissioner. 
The Parliament takes part in making 
the legislation of the EU, especially by 


European Union 


advising on new legislation being pro- 

posed by the Commission. 
European Union = /,jusrapizon 
‘ju:nion/ noun a group of European na- 
tions that form a single economic com- 
munity and have agreed on social and 
political cooperation (NOTE: It was es- 
tablished by the Treaty on European 
Union in 1992 and increased to 25 
members in 2004.) 


euthanasia /,ju:09'neizis/ noun the 
act of killing a very sick or very old per- 
son to end to his or her suffering 


evade /i'veid/ verb to try to avoid 
something o to evade tax to try illegally 
to avoid paying tax 

evasion /1've13(9)n/ noun 1. the prac- 
tice of avoiding something that you 
should do 2. something said in order to 
hide the truth o His account was full of 
lies and evasions. 


evasive /i'vetsiv/ adjective trying to 
avoid o to give evasive answers to try to 
avoid answering questions directly 


evict /1' vikt/ verb to force someone, es- 
pecially a tenant to leave a property o All 
the tenants were evicted by the new land- 
lords. 


eviction /t'vikfon/ noun the act of 
forcing someone, especially a tenant, to 
leave a property 


evidence /‘evid(9)ns/ noun a written 
or spoken statement of facts which helps 
to prove or disprove something at a trial 
o All the evidence points to arson. o the 
secretary gave evidence against her 
former employer the secretary was a 
witness, and her statement suggested that 
her former employer was guilty o to 
plant evidence to put items at the scene 
of a crime after the crime has taken 
place, so that a person is incriminated 
and can be arrested o to turn Queen’s 
evidence, to turn state’s evidence US to 
confess to a crime and then act as witness 
against the other criminals involved, in 
the hope of getting a lighter sentence m 
verb to show o the lack of good will, as 
evidenced by the defendant’s behaviour 
in the witness stand 

evidence in chief /,evid(s)ns in 
'tfixf/ noun the questioning of a witness 
by the party who called them. Opposite 


cross-examination (NOTE: The oppo- 
site is cross-examination.) 


ex /eks/ noun a former married or un- 
married partner o still in contact with her 
ex m preposition out of, or from m prefix 
1. former o an ex-convict o She claimed 
maintenance from her ex-husband. 2. 
not, or without 


examination /ig,zemt'netf(a)n/ 
noun 1. the process of asking someone 
questions to find out facts, e.g. the ques- 
tioning of a prisoner by a magistrate. ù 
cross-examination 2. an act looking at 
something very carefully to see if it is ac- 
ceptable 


examination in chief /1g,zæmı 
'nerf(ə)n 1n tfi:f/ noun same as direct 
examination 


examine /1g'zzemin/ verb to look at 
someone or something very carefully to 
see if it can be accepted o The customs 
Officials asked to examine the inside of 
the car. o The police are examining the 
papers from the managing director’s 
safe. 


examining justice /1g,zemino 
‘dzastis/ noun a magistrate who hears a 
case when it is presented for the first 
time, and decides if there should be a 
prosecution 


excepted /1k'septid/ adverb not in- 
cluding 


excepted persons § /ik,septid 
'p3:s(a)ns/ plural noun types of employ- 
ees listed in an insurance policy as not 
being covered by the insurance 


exception /tk'sepfan/ noun 1. some- 
thing which is not included with others o 
All the accused were acquitted with the 
exception of Jones who was sent to pris- 
on for three months. 2. an objection 
raised to the ruling of a judge o to take 
exception to something to object to 
something, to protest against something 
o Counsel for the defence took exception 
to the witness’ remarks. o He has taken 
exception to the reports of the trial in the 
newspapers. 


exceptional items /tk,sepfon(o)l 
'aıtəmz/ plural noun items in a balance 
sheet which do not appear there each 
year 


exclusion 


excess /ik'ses/ noun 1. the amount 
which is more than what is allowed o ex- 
cess alcohol in the blood more alcohol 
in the blood than a driver is permitted to 
have o in excess of above, more than o 
quantities in excess of twenty-five kilos 
2. the amount to be paid by the insured as 
part of any claim made under the terms 
of an insurance policy o She has to pay a 
£50 excess, and the damage came to over 
£1,000. 


excess fare /'ekses fea/ noun an ex- 
tra fare to be paid in some circumstances 
such as when travelling first class on a 
train with a second class ticket 


excess of jurisdiction /ik,ses ov 
,dzuoris'dikfon/ noun a case where a 
judge or magistrate has exceeded his or 
her powers 


excess profits /,ekses 'profits/ plu- 
ral noun profits which are more than is 
considered to be normal 


excess profits tax /,ekses ‘profits 
teeks/ noun a tax on profits which are 
higher than what is thought to be normal 


exchange /iks'tfeind3/ noun o rate 
of exchange, exchange rate price at 
which one currency is exchanged for an- 
other m verb 1. o to exchange an article 
for another to give one thing in place of 
something else 2. o to exchange con- 
tracts to hand over a contract when buy- 
ing or selling a property (done by both 
buyer and seller at the same time) 
exchange controls /tks'tfemd3 
kon, traulz/ plural noun government re- 
strictions on changing the local currency 
into foreign currency o The government 
imposed exchange controls to stop the 
rush to buy dollars. 


Exchange Equalization Account 
/iks,tfernd3 „iikwəlar'zerf(ə)n ə 
,kaunt/ noun an account with the Bank 
of England used by the government 
when buying or selling foreign currency 
to influence the exchange rate for the 
pound 


exchange of contracts /rks 
,tfemnd3 əv 'kontreekts/ noun a point 
in the conveyance of a property when the 
solicitors for the buyer and seller hand 
over the contract of sale which then be- 
comes binding 


exchange premium /tks'tfemd3 
,pri:miom/ noun an extra cost above the 
normal rate for buying foreign currency 
o The dollar is at a premium. 
exchanger = //iks'tfemnd3a/_— noun 
somebody who buys and sells foreign 
currency 


exchange transaction /1ks't femd3 
treen,zekfan/ noun the purchase or sale 
of foreign currency 


Exchequer /tks'tfeko/ noun a fund of 
all the money received by the govern- 
ment of the UK from taxes and other rev- 
enues. ùp Chancellor 

excise /īk'sarz/ verb to cut out o The 
chairman ordered the remarks to be ex- 
cised from the official record. 

excise duty /‘eksaiz ,dju:ti/, excise 
tax /'1ksaiz teeks/ noun a tax on the sale 
of goods such as alcohol and petrol 
which are produced in the country, or a 
tax on imports where the duty was not 
paid on entry into the country 


exciseman /'eksazmæn/ noun 
somebody who works in the Excise De- 
partment 

exclude /1k'sklu:d/ verb 1. to keep 
something out, or not include something 
o The right to enter can be excluded to a 
EU citizen on the grounds of danger to 
public health or safety. 2. to remove 
someone from a group o He complained 
about being excluded from the short list. 
3. to officially tell a student that they 
cannot attend a school, either temporari- 
ly or permanently, because of very bad 
behaviour 

excluding /tk'sklu:dm/ preposition 
not including o The regulations apply to 
members of the public, excluding those 
serving in the emergency services. o not 
excluding including o Government serv- 
ants, not excluding judges, are covered 
by the Bill. 

exclusion /1k'sklu:3(2)n/ noun 1. 
something which is not included 2. a sit- 
uation where someone is prevented from 
entering or taking part in something o to 
the exclusion of not including, without 
including 3. the situation where a student 
is officially prevented from attending 
school, either temporarily or permanent- 
ly, because of very bad behaviour o to 


exclusion clause 


the exclusion of focusing only on one 
particular thing or person and ignoring 
anything or anyone else o His wife com- 
plained he had spent all his time working 
to the exclusion of family life. 
exclusion clause /īrk'sklu:3(ə)n 
klorz/ noun a clause in an insurance pol- 
icy or contract which says which items 
are not covered by the policy and gives 
details of circumstances in which the in- 
surance company will refuse to pay 
exclusion order  /1k,sklu:3(9)n 
‘g1da/ noun formerly, a court order in 
matrimonial proceedings which stopped 
a wife or husband from going into the 
matrimonial home (NOTE: It is now re- 
placed by an ‘occupation order’.) 
exclusion zone /tk'sklu:3n ,zoun/ 
noun an area, usually an area of sea near 
a country, which the military forces of 
other countries are not allowed to enter 
exclusive /1k'sklu:stv/ adjective 1. o 
exclusive right to market a product 
right to be the only person to market the 
product 2. o exclusive of not including 
exclusive agreement /1k,sklu:srv 9 
'grizmont/ noun an agreement where a 
person or firm is made sole agent for a 
product in a market 

exclusive licence = /tk,sklu:siv 
'lars(ə)ns/ noun a licence where the li- 
censee is the only person to be able to en- 
joy the licence 

exclusivity /,eksklu:'stvit1/ noun the 
exclusive right to market a product 
ex-con /eks 'kpn/ noun same as ex- 
convict (informal) 

ex-convict /eks ‘konvikt/ noun 
someone who was imprisoned for a 
crime but has served their sentence and 
been released 

ex-directory number /eks dar 
ektri 'nambo/ noun a telephone 
number which is not printed in the list of 
people having telephone numbers 
execute /'eks1,kju:t/ verb 1. to carry 
out an order 2. to carry out (the terms of 
a contract) 3. to seal (a deed) 4. to kill 
someone who has been sentenced to 
death by a court o He was executed by 
firing squad. 

executed consideration 
/eksikju:tid kon,sido'reif(a)n/ noun 


a consideration where one party has 
made a promise in exchange for which 
the other party has done something for 
him or her 

execution /,eksi'kju:f(9)n/ noun 1. 
the carrying out of a court order or of the 
terms of a contract 2. the seizure and sale 
of goods belonging to a debtor 3. the kill- 
ing of someone who has been sentenced 
to death by a court 

executioner /,eksi'kju:f(9)no/ noun 
somebody who executes people who 
have been sentenced to death 
executive /1g'zekjutiv/ adjective 1. 
putting decisions into action 2. referring 
to the branch of government which puts 
laws into effect 3. US referring to the 
President of the USA as head of govern- 
ment m noun a person such as a manager 
or director who takes decisions in an or- 
ganisation o the Executive US 1. sec- 
tion of a government which puts into ef- 
fect the laws passed by Parliament 2. the 
president 

executive clemency /1g,zekjutiv 
‘klemonsi/ noun US a pardon granted 
by the President 

executive detention /1g,zekjutiv 
di'tenfon/ noun the act of holding sus- 
pected terrorists, illegal immigrants, etc., 
in custody for a limited period 
executive director /1g,zekjutiv dar 
'rekta/ noun a director who actually 
works full-time in the company 
executive document /1g,zekjutiv 
\dpkju'ment/ noun US a document 
such as a treaty sent by the President of 
the USA to the Senate for ratification 
executive order /1g,zekjutiv 'o:do/ 
noun US an order by the president of the 
USA or of a state governor 

executive power  /1g,zekjutiv 
'pauə/ noun the right to act as director or 
to put decisions into action 

executive privilege /1g,zekjutiv 
‘privilid3/ noun US the privilege of the 
President of the USA not to reveal mat- 
ters which he or she considers secret 
executor /ig'zekjuta/ noun someone 
who is appointed by a person making his 
or her will who will see that the terms of 
the will are carried out o He was named 
executor of his brother’s will. 


ex parte 


executorship /ig'zekjutosip/ noun 
the position of being an executor 
executory /ig'zekjut(a)ri/ adjective 
still being carried out 

executory consideration /ig 
zekjut(a)ri kon,stda'rerf(a)n/ noun a 
consideration where one party makes a 
promise in exchange for a counter-prom- 
ise from the other party 


exemplary /1g'zemplori/ adjective 
being so good that it serves as an exam- 
ple to others o Her conduct in the case 
was exemplary. 

exemplary damages /ig,zemplori 
'dæmıd3ız/ plural noun an extra award 
of damages which aims to punish the de- 
fendant’s actions in addition to compen- 
sating the harm done to the claimant 


exemplary sentence /ig,zemplori 
'sentəns/ noun a particularly harsh sen- 
tence which aims at deterring others 
from committing the same type of crime 
exempt /ig'zempt/ adjective 1. not 
covered by a law o exempt from tax, 
tax-exempt not required to pay tax 2. 
not forced to obey a law m verb to free 
something from having tax paid on it, or 
free someone from having to pay tax o 
Non profit-making organisations are ex- 
empted from tax. o Food is exempted 
from sales tax. o The government ex- 
empted trusts from tax. 

exempt information /1g,zempt 
Infa'merf(9)n/ noun US information 
which may be kept secret from the public 
because if it were disclosed it might be 
unfair to an individual or harmful to the 
authorities o The council resolved that 
the press and public be excluded for item 
10 as it involved the likely disclosure of 
exempt information. 


exemption /1g'zempf(a)n/ noun the 
act of exempting something from a con- 
tract or from a tax o The Commission is 
the only body which can grant exemp- 
tions from Community competition law. o 
exemption from tax, tax exemption the 
situation of not being required to pay tax 
o as a non profit-making organization 
you can claim tax exemption 
exemption clause /1g'zempf(9)n 
klə:z/ noun a clause in a contract ex- 
empting a party from some liabilities 


exempt supplies /1g,zempt so 
‘plaiz/ plural noun sales of goods or 
services on which VAT does not have to 
be paid 

exercise /'eksasaiz/ noun the use of 
powers, skills or official rights o A court 
can give directions to a local authority 
as to the exercise of its powers in relation 
to children in care. m verb to use or to put 
something into practice o to exercise 
your discretion to decide on which of 
several possible ways to act o The mag- 
istrates exercised their discretion and let 
the accused off with a suspended sen- 
tence. n to exercise an option to carry 
out something which you have been giv- 
en the power to do o He exercised his op- 
tion to acquire sole marketing rights for 
the product. o Not many shareholders ex- 
ercised their option to buy the new issue 
of shares. 

ex gratia /,eks 'gretfa/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘as a favour’ o an ex 
gratia payment payment made as a gift, 
with no obligations 

exhibit /1g'zibit/ noun any object 
which is shown as evidence to a court 
exile /‘eksarl/ noun 1. the punishment 
of being sent to live in another country o 
The ten members of the opposition party 
were sent into exile. 2. somebody who 
has been sent to live in another country 
as a punishment m verb to send someone 
to live in another country as a punish- 
ment o He was exiled for life. o She was 
exiled to an island in the North Sea. 

ex Officio /,eks a'fifiau/ phrase a Lat- 
in phrase meaning ‘because of an office 
held’ o The treasurer is ex officio a mem- 
ber or an ex officio member of the finance 
committee. 

exonerate /ig'zpnoreit/ verb to re- 
move any blame from a person previous- 
ly accused of an offence o The judge ex- 
onerated the driver from all responsibil- 
ity for the accident. 

exoneration /1g,zpno're1f(9)n/ noun 
the act of exonerating 

ex parte /,eks 'pa:ti/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘on behalf of’, or ‘on the 
part of one side only’. an application pur- 
sued by one party only. o The wife ap- 
plied ex parte for an ouster order against 
her husband. (NOTE: It has been re- 


expatriate 


placed by the term ‘without notice’.) o 
an ex parte application an application 
made to a court where only one side is 
represented and no notice is given to the 
other side (often where the application is 
for an injunction). ò inter partes 


expatriate /eks'pztriot/ noun some- 
body who lives abroad o There is a large 
expatriate community or a large commu- 
nity of expatriates in Geneva. m verb to 
force someone to leave the country 
where he or she is living 


expatriation leks petri'erf(a)n/ 
noun the act of leaving the country 
where you are living 


expectancy /1k'spektonsi/, expecta- 
tion /,ekspek'te1f(a)n/ noun the hope 
that you will inherit something 


expectation of life /,ekspek 
'terf(a)n əv larf/ noun the number of 
years a person is likely to live 


expectations /,ekspek'te1f(9)nz/ » 
legitimate expectations 


expenditure /1k'spenditfa/ noun the 
amount of money spent 


expense /ik'spens/ noun money spent 
a at great expense having spent a lot of 
money 


expenses /ik'spensiz/ plural noun 
money paid for doing something n all ex- 
penses paid with all the costs of an activ- 
ity paid by someone else n overhead ex- 
penses, general expenses, running ex- 
penses money spent on the day-to-day 
costs of a business o travelling expenses 
money spent on travelling and hotels for 
business purposes 
COMMENT: In the UK, there is a limit to 
the amount of money each individual 
candidate can spend, so as not to fa- 
vour rich candidates against poor 
ones. After the election the candidates 
and their agents have to make a return 
of expenses to show that they have 
not overspent. There is no limit to the 
spending of the political parties on a 
national level, and most of the cam- 
paign expenditure is made in this way, 
with national TV advertising, adver- 
tisements in the national press, etc. In 
the USA, the government subsidizes 
election expenses by paying an equiv- 
alent sum to that raised by each candi- 
date. The candidates for the main 
elected positions (especially that of 


President) have to be rich, or at any 

rate to have rich supporters. 
expert /'eksp3:t/ noun somebody who 
knows a lot about something o an expert 
in the field of fingerprints or a finger- 
prints expert o The company asked a fi- 
nancial expert for advice or asked for ex- 
pert financial advice. 
expert evidence /,ekspait 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence given by an 
expert witness 
expert’s report /,eksps:tz ri'po:t/ 
noun a report written by an expert, usu- 
ally for a court case 
expert witness /,eksps:t 'witnos/ 
noun a witness who is a specialist in a 
subject and is asked to give his or her 
opinion on technical matters 
expiration /,ekspa're1f(9)n/ noun the 
end of something o expiration of an in- 
surance policy o to repay before the ex- 
piration of the stated period o on expira- 
tion of the lease when the lease comes to 
an end 
expire /tk'spato/ verb to come to an 
end o The lease expires in 2010. o his 
passport has expired his passport is no 
longer valid 
expiry /tk'sparori/ noun the end of 
something o expiry of an insurance poli- 
cy 
expiry date /1k'sparori deit/ noun 1. 
the date when something will end, such 
as the last date for exercising an option 2. 
the last date on which a credit card can be 
used 
explicit /tk'splisit/ adjective which is 
clearly stated o His explicit intention was 
to leave his house to his wife. 
explicitly /ek'splisitli/ adverb in a 
clear way o The contract explicitly pro- 
hibits sale of the goods in Europe. 
export noun /'ekspo:t/ the sending of 
goods to a foreign country to be sold m 
verb /1k'spo:t/ to send goods abroad to 
be sold o Most of the company’s products 
are exported to the USA. 
export licence /‘ekspo:t ,lars(ə)ns/ 
noun a permit which allows a company 
to send products abroad to be sold 
export permit /‘ekspo:t ,ps:mit/ 
noun an official document which allows 
goods to be exported 


extra-authority payments 


export trade /'ekspo:t trerd/ noun 
the business of selling to other countries 
ex post facto /,eks poust 'fæktəu/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘after the 
event’ 

exposure /1k'spau39/ noun the act of 
showing something which was hidden o 
The report’s exposure of corruption in 
the police force. 

expressio unius est exclusio al- 
terius /tk,spresisu ,umisos est 1ks 
iklu:ziou o:l'terios/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘the mention that one 
thing is included implies that another 
thing is excluded’ 

expressly /tk'spresli/ adverb clearly 
in words o The contract expressly forbids 
sales to the United States. o The fran- 
chisee is expressly forbidden to sell 
goods other than those supplied by the 
franchiser. 

express malice /tk,spres 'mzlis/ 
noun US the intention to kill someone 
express term /1k'spres ts3:m/ noun a 
term in a contract which is agreed by 
both parties and clearly stated, i.e. either 
written or spoken. Compare implied 
term 

expropriation /1ks,praupri'etf(a)n/ 
noun 1. the action of the state in taking 
private property for public use without 
paying compensation 2. US the action of 
the state in taking private property for 
public use and paying compensation to 
the former owner (NOTE: The British 
equivalent is compulsory purchase.) 
expunge /1k'spand3/ verb to remove 
information from a record o Inadmissi- 
ble hearsay evidence was expunged from 
the report. 

extended credit /1k,stendid 'kredit/ 
noun credit allowing the borrower a 
longer time to pay 

extended family —/tk,stendid 
'fæm(ə)li/ noun a group of related peo- 
ple, including distant relatives and close 
friends 

extended sentence /ik,stendid 
'sentons/ noun a sentence which is 
made longer than usual because the 
criminal is likely to repeat the offence o 
He was sentenced to five years imprison- 
ment, extended. 


extension /1k'stenfon/ noun the act 
of allowing more time for an activity o 
an extension of credit an allowance of 
more time to pay back money that is 
owed o extension of a contract a further 
period of time after a contract has fin- 
ished o extension of time an allowance 
by court of more time in which to do or 
complete something o the defendant ap- 
plied for an extension of time in which to 
serve her defence 

extenuating circumstances /1k 
stenjueitin 'ss:rkomstonsiz/ plural 
noun factors which excuse a crime in 
some way 

extenuation /1k,stenju'erf(a)n/ noun 
o in extenuation of something in order 
to excuse something o Counsel pleaded 
the accused’s age in extenuation of his 
actions. 

external audit /1k,sts:n(o)l 'o:dit/ 
noun an audit carried out by an inde- 
pendent auditor 

external auditor = //1k,sts:n(9)l 
'ordıtə/ noun an independent person 
who audits the company’s accounts 
extinguishment /1k'stmgwifmont/ 
noun the act of cancelling a right or a 
power, especially the right to sue for 
non-payment once payment has been 
made 

extort /ik'sto:t/ verb to get money, 
promises or a confession from someone 
by using threats o He extorted £20,000 


from local shopkeepers. 


extortion /1k'sto:f(a)n/ noun the ac- 
tivity of getting money by threats 
extortionate credit bargain /1k 
storf(a)nat 'kredit ,ba:gm/ noun a 
transaction whereby money is lent at a 
very high rate of interest, thereby render- 
ing the transaction illegal 

extortionist /1k'sto:f(a)nist/ noun 
someone who extorts money from peo- 
ple 

extortion racket = /tk,sto:J(9)n 
'reekit/ noun a racket to make money by 
threatening people 

extra- /ekstro/ prefix outside 
extra-authority payments /,ekstra 
o1,8priti 'permonts/ noun payments 
made to another authority for services 
provided by that authority 


extract 


118 


extract noun /'ekstrekt/ a printed 
document which is part of a larger docu- 
ment o The solicitor sent an extract of 
the deeds. ma verb /tk'strekt/ to get 
something such as information or a 
promise from someone by force, threats 
or close questioning o The confession 
was extracted under torture. o The mag- 
istrate extracted an admission from the 
witness that she had not seen the acci- 
dent. 


extradite /‘ekstradait/ verb to bring 
an arrested person from another country 
to your country because he or she is 
wanted for trial for a crime committed in 
your country o He was arrested in 
France and extradited to stand trial in 
Germany. 


extradition /,ekstra'd1f(a)n/ noun the 
act of extraditing o The USA is seeking 
the extradition of the leader of the drug 
gang. 

extradition treaty /,ekstra'dif(o)n 
\triti/ noun an agreement between two 
countries that a person arrested in one 
country can be sent to the other to stand 
trial for a crime committed there 


Extraordinary General Meeting 
/ik ,strord(a)n(a)ri ,dzen(a)ral 'mi:t19/ 
noun a special meeting of shareholders 
or members of a club to discuss an im- 
portant matter which cannot wait until 
the next Annual General Meeting. Ab- 
breviation EGM 


extraordinary items /tk 
‘stro:d(a)n(a)ri_ ,attoamz/ plural noun 


items in accounts which do not appear 
each year and need to be noted 

extra-territoriality /ekstra 
iteritori'zeliti/ noun (of diplomats) be- 
ing outside the territory of the country 
where you are living, and so not subject 
to its laws (used of diplomats) 


extra-territorial waters /,eckstro 
jteritoirial 'wor:tez/ plural noun inter- 
national waters, outside the jurisdiction 
of any one country 

extremism /1k'strizmiz(a)m/ noun 
ideas and practices that favour very 
strong action, even including the use of 
violence 


extremist /1k'strizmist/ noun a person 
in favour of very strong, sometimes vio- 
lent methods, regarded as unreasonable 
by most other people m adjective in fa- 
vour of very strong, sometimes violent 
methods o extremist political parties 


extrinsic evidence /eks,trinstk 
‘evid(9)ns/ noun evidence used in the 
interpretation of a document which is not 
found in the document itself. Compare 
intrinsic evidence 


ex turpi causa non oritur actio 
/ eks ,tuapi ,kauzə non ‚prito 'æktiəu/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘from a 
base cause no action can proceed’: it is 
not legally possible to enforce an illegal 
contract 

eye witness /,a1 'witnas/ noun a per- 
son who saw something such as an acci- 
dent or a crime happen o She gave an eye 
witness account of the bank hold-up. 


face /fets/ verb o to face a charge to 
appear in court and be charged with a 
crime o He faces three charges relating 
to firearms. 

facie » prima facie 

facsimile /fek'simili/, facsimile 
copy /fzk,simili 'kppi/ noun an exact 
copy of a document 

fact /feekt/ noun something which is 
true and real, especially something 
which has been proved by evidence in 
court o The chairman of the tribunal 
asked to see all the facts on the income 
tax claim. o in fact, in point of fact real- 
ly 

faction /'fækfən/ noun a group of peo- 
ple within a larger organisation such as a 
political party who have different views 
or aims from the other members (some- 
times as criticism) o Arguments broke 
out between different factions at the par- 
ty conference. o The Prime Minister has 
the support of most factions in the party. 
factional /'fekfan(o)l/ adjective re- 
ferring to factions o Factional infighting 
has weakened the party structure. 

facto » de facto, ipso facto 


factoring /‘fektarty/ noun the activi- 
ty of selling debts to a debt factor 
factors of production /,fektoz ov 
pra'dakfan/ noun the three things need- 
ed to produce a product (land, labour and 
capital) 

Faculty of Advocates / fek(a)Iti ov 
'ædvəukəts/ noun the legal body to 
which Scottish barristers belong 
failing prompt payment /ferl1 
prompt 'permont/ phrase if the pay- 
ment is not made on time 

failure to appear /,ferlja to ə'p1rə/ 
noun a failure to come to court when ex- 


F 


pected (NOTE: The case may continue in 
the absence of one of the parties, but 
not of both.) 


fair /feə/ adjective honest or correct 


fair comment /,fea 'koment/ noun a 
defence to a charge of defamation on a 
matter of public interest asserting that 
the statement in question was true, fair 
and honestly made 


fair copy /,feə 'kppi/ noun a document 
which is written or typed with no chang- 
es or mistakes 


fair dealing /,feə 'di:l19/ noun 1. the 
legal buying and selling of shares 2. the 
practice of quoting small sections of a 
copyright work 


fair dismissal /feə dıs'mıs(o)l/ 
noun the situation when an employee is 
deemed to have been dismissed from 
their employment for a lawful reason, i.e. 
(1) capability; (2) qualifications or con- 
duct; (3) redundancy; (4) illegality; (5) 
some other substantial reason (SOSR) 
fair price /,fea 'prars/ noun a good 
price for both buyer and seller 


fair rent /feo 'rent/ noun reasonable 
rent for a property, bearing in mind the 
size and type of property and its situation 


fair trade / feo 'trerd/ noun an interna- 
tional business system where countries 
agree not to charge import duties on 
items imported from their trading part- 
ners 


fair trading /,feə 'tretdin/ noun a way 
of carrying business which is reasonable 
and does not harm the consumer 


fair use /,feə 'jurs/ noun the use which 
can be legally made of a quotation from 
a copyright text without the permission 
of the copyright owner 


fair value 


fair value /,feo 'vælju:/ noun a price 
paid by a buyer who knows the value of 
what he is buying to a seller who also 
knows the value of what he is selling, i.e. 
neither is cheating the other 


fair wear and tear /feə weor on 
'tea/ noun acceptable damage caused by 
normal use o The insurance policy cov- 
ers most damage, but not fair wear and 
tear to the machine. 


faith /fe16/ noun n to have faith in 
something, someone to believe that 
something or a person is good or will 
work well o in good faith in an honest 
way o he acted in good faith he acted 
honestly o he acted in bad faith he acted 
dishonestly o to buy something in good 
faith to buy something honestly, in the 
course of an honest transaction o He 
bought the car in good faith, not knowing 
it had been stolen. 


fake /fetk/ noun a copy made for crim- 
inal purposes o The shipment came with 
fake documentation. = verb to make an 
imitation for criminal purposes o They 
faked a break-in to make the police be- 
lieve the documents had been stolen. 


fall /fo:1/ verb 1. to happen on a particu- 
lar day or date o The national holiday 
falls on a Monday. 2. to become o Her 
husband fell ill and couldn’t work. o to 
fall due on to become ready to be paid 
on a particular date o The bill fell due on 
the last day of March. to fall foul of to 
get into trouble with someone, or break 
the law o His plan fell foul of the local 
authorities. o The venture quickly fell 
foul of the law. o to fall under some- 
one’s influence or sway to become 
strongly influenced by someone else, es- 
pecially to do something wrong ¢ fall in 
with someone to become associated 
with someone, especially someone who 
is a bad influence © fall outside not to 
belong to a particular area of knowledge 
or activity o That question falls outside 
my specialist knowledge. o fall within to 
belong to a particular area of knowledge 
or activity o Does this fall within the 
terms of the agreement? 

false /fo:ls/ adjective not true or not 
correct o to make a false entry in the 
record n by or under false pretence(s) 
by doing or saying something to trick 


someone o he was sent to prison for ob- 
taining money by false pretences 


false accounting /,fo:ls a'kaunti/ 
noun the notifiable offence of changing, 
destroying or hiding financial records for 
money, punishable by up to seven years’ 
imprisonment 


false description of contents 
/fouls di,skripfon ov kon'tents/ noun 
wrongly stating the contents of a packet 
to trick customers into buying it 


falsehood /'fo:lshud/ noun a deliber- 
ately incorrect statement 


false imprisonment /,fo:ls_ tm 
‘priz(a)nmoent/ noun unlawful detain- 
ment of an individual which restricts 
their right to freedom of movement to 
leave an area, rather than actually being 
put in prison. Examples are an unlawful 
arrest or preventing a person from leav- 
ing a room. 


false positive /,fo:ls 'ppzitiv/ noun 
an incorrect result occurring when data 
about a person is matched against a 
checklist, e.g. when a passenger profile 
is matched against a list of suspected ter- 
rorists 

false representation /forls 
reprizen'terf(a)n/ noun US the of- 
fence of making a wrong statement 
which misleads someone 


false weight /,fo:ls 'wert/ noun a 
weight on shop scales which is wrong 
and so cheats customers 


falsification of accounts /fo:lsif1 
ikerf(a)n əv a'kaunts/ noun the action 
of making false entries in a record or of 
destroying a record 


falsify /'fo:lsıfa1/ verb to change some- 
thing to make it wrong o to falsify ac- 
counts to change or destroy a record 
family /'fæm(ə)li/ noun 1. a group of 
people who are related by birth or mar- 
riage 2. a group of organised Mafia 
gangsters (slang) 

family company /'feem(a)li 
‘Kamp(a)ni/ noun a company where 
most of the shares are owned by mem- 
bers of the same family 

Family Division /fem(a)li dı 
'v13(9)n/ noun one of the three divisions 
of the High Court which deals with di- 


feme sole 


vorce cases and cases involving parents 
and children 


family law /'fæm(ə)li lo:/ noun law re- 
lating to families or to the rights and du- 
ties of the members of a family 


family life /‘fem(o)li larf/ noun a 
qualified right to family life. Interference 
is allowed on the grounds of legitimate 
public interest but must be proportionate. 
It is found in Article 8 of the European 
Convention of Human Rights and was 
introduced into UK law by the Human 
Rights Act 1998. » emergency protec- 
tion order, threshold criteria 


fast track /'fa:st trak/ noun a case 
management system normally applied to 
civil cases involving sums between 
£5000 and £15,000 
COMMENT: The timetable for the fast 
track is given in the directions for the 
case. A typical timetable starts from 
the date of the notice of allocation, and 
gives four weeks to disclosure, 10 
weeks for the exchange of experts’ re- 
ports, 20 weeks for the court to send 
out listing questionnaires and 30 
weeks to the hearing; the trial must not 
last more than one day, and such is- 
sues as liability and quantum may be 
decided separately. 


fast-track /fa:st 'træk/ adjective 
moving forward at a faster rate o There is 


a new fast-track procedure for hearing 
claims. 


fatal /‘fert(9)l/ adjective causing a 
death o He took a fatal dose of drugs. o 
There were six fatal accidents in the first 
week of the year. 


FBI /efbi:'a1/ abbreviation Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation 


feasant » damage feasant 


feasibility /,fi:zo'brltti/ noun the abil- 
ity to be done 


feasibility study /,fi:zo'biliti ,stadi/ 
noun research done to see if something 
which has been planned is a good idea o 
The council asked the planning depart- 
ment to comment on the feasibility of the 
project. o The department has produced 
a feasibility report on the development 
project. 


feasibility test /,fi:za'biliti test/ 
noun a test to see if something is possible 


feasible /'fi:z1b(o)I/ adjective possible 
o The Planning Department says it is not 


feasible to produce draft plans at this 


stage. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
/fed(ə)rəl ,bjuərəu əv m,vesti 
'gerf(ə)n/ noun US the section of the 
US Department of Justice which investi- 
gates crimes against federal law and sub- 
versive acts in the USA. Abbreviation 
FBI 

federal court /'fed(ə)rəl ko:t/, feder- 
al laws /'fed(ə)rəl lə:s/ noun US the 
court or laws of the USA, as opposed to 
state courts or state laws 

Federal Reserve Bank /,fed(a)ral 
ri'z31v_,benk/ noun US one of the 
twelve central banks in the USA which 
are owned by the state and directed by 
the Federal Reserve Board 

Federal Reserve Board / fed(a)ral 
r1'z3:v bo:d/ noun US a government or- 
ganisation which runs the central banks 
in the USA 

fee /fi:/ noun 1. the money paid for 
work carried out by a professional person 
such as an accountant, doctor or lawyer o 
a barrister’s fees o We charge a small fee 


for our services. 2. the money paid for 


something o entrance fee or admission 


fee © registration fee 3. ownership of 


land which may be inherited 

fee simple /,fi: 'sımpəl/ noun free- 
hold ownership of land with no restric- 
tions to it o to hold an estate in fee simple 
fee tail /'fi: terl/ nouna legal interest in 
land which is passed on to the owner’s 
direct descendants, and which cannot be 
passed to anyone else (NOTE: The crea- 
tion of these interests is no longer pos- 
sible.) 

felonious /fa'lounias/ adjective crim- 
inal o He carried out a felonious act. 
felony /'felani/ noun an old term for a 
serious crime o to commit a felony 
(NOTE: still used in the expression trea- 
son felony) 

feme covert /,fem 'kəuvət/ phrase a 
French phrase meaning ‘married wom- 


> 


an 
feme sole /fem 'soul/ phrase a 
French phrase meaning ‘unmarried 
woman’ 


fence 


fence /fens/ noun somebody who re- 
ceives and sells stolen goods (informal) = 
verb to receive stolen goods to sell 
feudal society /,fju:d(o)l sə'sarəti/ 
noun a society where each class or level 
has a duty to serve the class above it 


fiat /‘fi:zet/ noun an agreement, e.g. of 
the Attorney-General, to bring a prose- 
cution 

fiat justitia /fi:æt d3zas'tisio/ phrase 
a Latin phrase meaning ‘let justice be 
done’ 

fiat money /'fizzt ,mani/ noun coins 
or notes which are not worth much as pa- 
per or metal, but are said by the govern- 
ment to have a value 

fiction of law /,ftkJfon ov 'lo:/ noun 
the act of assuming something to be true, 
even if it is not proved to be so, which is 
a procedural device of courts to avoid 
problems caused by statute 

fictitious /ftk'tifas/ adjective not ex- 
isting, and sometimes intended to de- 
ceive people 

fictitious assets /fik,tifos 'æsets/ 
plural noun assets which do not really 
exist, but are entered as assets to balance 
the accounts 


fide » bona fide purchaser, bona 
fides 

fiduciary /f1'dju:fjori/ adjective act- 
ing as trustee for someone else, or being 
in a position of trust o A company direc- 
tor owes a fiduciary duty to the company. 
oto act in a fiduciary capacity to act as 
a trustee m noun a trustee 

fieri facias /,fatrar 'ferfiæs/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘make it happen’ 
fi. fa. abbreviation fieri facias 

FIFO abbreviation first in first out 
Fifth Amendment /fif6 9 
'mendmont/ noun US an amendment to 
the constitution of the USA, which says 
that no person can be forced to give evi- 
dence which might incriminate himself 
or herself o to plead the Fifth Amend- 
ment, to take the Fifth Amendment to 
refuse to give evidence to a court, tribu- 
nal or committee, because the evidence 
might incriminate you 

file /farl/ noun 1. documents kept for 
reference, either on paper or as data on a 


computer, such as information on staff 
salaries, address list, customer accounts 
o The police keep a file of missing vehi- 
cles. o Look up her description in the 
missing persons’ file. a to place some- 
thing on file to keep a record of some- 
thing o to keep someone’s name on file 
to keep someone’s name on a list for ref- 
erence 2. a cardboard holder for docu- 
ments, which can fit in the drawer of a 
filing cabinet o Put these letters in the 
unsolved cases file. o Look in the file 
marked ‘Scottish police forces’. = verb 1. 
o to file documents to put documents in 
order so that they can be found easily 2. 
to make an official request o to file a pe- 
tition in bankruptcy to ask officially to 
be made bankrupt, to ask officially for 
someone else to be made bankrupt 3. to 
send a document to court o When a de- 
fendant is served with particulars of 
claim he can file a defence. n the de- 
fence must be filed and served in seven 
days the defence must be sent to court 
and to the other party within seven days 
4. to register something officially o to file 
an application for a patent o to file a re- 
turn to the tax office 

file copy /'farl ,kopi/ noun a copy of a 
document which is filed in an office for 
reference 


filing /‘fatlm/ noun the delivery of a le- 
gal document to the court office by hand, 
post, fax, etc. 

filing basket /‘failin ,ba:skit/ noun a 
container kept on a desk for documents 
which have to be filed 

filing card /'farlıy ka:d/ noun a card 
with information written on it, used to 
classify information into the correct or- 
der 

filing clerk /'farlıy kla:k/ noun a clerk 
who files documents 

final date for payment /fain(o)l 
dert fə 'permont/ noun the last date by 
which payment should be made 

final demand /,fain(o)l di'ma:nd/ 
noun the last reminder from a supplier, 
after which he or she will sue for pay- 
ment 

final discharge /,fam(o)l dis'tfa:d3/ 
noun the final payment of what is left of 
a debt 


findings 


final dividend /,fatn(o)l ‘dividend/ 
noun a dividend paid at the end of a year 
final hearing /,fam(o)! 'hrartn/ noun 
the actual hearing of a case in the small 
claims track, which aims at being infor- 
mal and rapid 

final judgment / fain(a)l 
'd3ad3mont/ noun a judgment which is 
awarded at the end of an action after trial. 
Compare interlocutory judgment 
Finance Act /'famæns ekt/ noun an 
annual Act of the British Parliament 
which gives the government power to 
raise taxes as proposed in the budget 
(NOTE: Use under when referring to an 
Act of Parliament: a creditor seeking a 
receiving order under the Bankruptcy 
Act, She does not qualify under section 
2 of the 1979 Act.) 

Finance Bill and Finance Act 
/,fameens bil on 'faimæns ,ækt/ noun 
an annual Bill and Act of Parliament 
which gives the Government the power 
to raise taxes to produce money for the 
Exchequer, and which then can be spent 
as proposed in the Budget 

finance charge /'fainens tfa:d3/ 
noun 1. the cost of borrowing money 2. 
an additional charge made to a customer 
who asks for extended credit 


finance company /'famæns 
;kamp(a)ni/ noun a company which 
provides money for hire-purchase 


finance corporation /'faimæns 
|korporerf(a)n/ noun a company which 
provides money for hire purchase 


Finance Minister / fainæns 
'minist9/ noun a government minister 
responsible for finance (both taxation 
and expenditure) 
financial /fat'nenJoal/ adjective refer- 
ring to money or finance o He has a fi- 
nancial interest in the company. o to 
make financial provision for someone 
to arrange for someone to receive money 
to live on (by attachment of earnings, 
etc.) 
COMMENT: In most countries, the gov- 
ernment department dealing with fi- 
nance is called the Finance Ministry, 
with a Finance Minister in charge. Both 
in the UK and the USA, the depart- 
ment is called the Treasury, and the 
minister in charge is the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer in the UK, and the 

Treasury Secretary in the USA. 
financial assistance /far,nænfəl ə 
'sistons/ noun help in the form of mon- 
ey 
financial commitments /far 
nænfəl ko'mitmonts/ plural noun 
money which is owed to someone for 
bills or purchases 
financial provision order /far 
neenfal pra'v13(a)n ,o:da/ noun an or- 
der which, during the course of family 
proceedings, is made on or after the 
granting of a decree of divorce or annul- 
ment, providing for a financial settle- 
ment between the parties, or a lump sum 
financial relief /fat,nenf(o)l rr'lisf/ 
noun any or all of the following orders 
available during family proceedings: 
maintenance pending suit orders, finan- 
cial provision orders, property adjust- 
ment orders and court orders for mainte- 
nance during marriage (NOTE: Mainte- 
nance for children of a marriage falls 
outside of the jurisdiction of the court 
and must be made to the Child Support 
Agency directly, the only exception be- 
ing when the children of the marriage 
have special needs or are adopted.) 
financial review /far nænfəl ri'vju:/ 
noun an examination of an organisa- 
tion’s finances 
financial statement /far,nenfol 
'stertmənt/ noun a document which 
shows the financial situation of a compa- 
ny at the end of an accounting period and 
the transactions which have taken place 
during that period. It includes the bal- 
ance sheet, the profit and loss account, 
etc. 
find /faind/ verb 1. to get something 
which was not there before o to find 
backing for a project 2. to make a legal 
decision in court o The tribunal found 
that both parties were at fault. o The 
court found the accused guilty on all 
charges. o the judge found for the de- 
fendant the judge decided that the de- 
fendant was right 
finder’s fee /'farndəz fi:/ noun a fee 
paid to a person who finds a client for an- 
other 
findings /‘fatndinz/ noun a decision 
reached by a court o the findings of a 


fine 
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commission of enquiry the conclusions 
of the commission 


fine /famn/ noun a sum of money or- 
dered to be paid by a defendant as pun- 
ishment on conviction for an offence o 
The court sentenced him to pay a 
£25,000 fine. o We had to pay a £10 
parking fine. o The sentence for danger- 
ous driving is a £1,000 fine or two 
months in prison. m verb to order a de- 
fendant who has been convicted of an of- 
fence to pay a sum of money as punish- 
ment. The court is must look into the fi- 
nancial circumstances of the offender 
before fixing the amount of the fine, and 
must ensure that it reflects the severity of 
the offence committed. o to fine someone 
£2,500 for obtaining money by false pre- 
tences 


fingerprint /‘fingoprint/ noun a mark 
left on a surface by fingers, from which a 
person may be identified o They found 
his fingerprints on the murder weapon. o 
The court heard evidence from a finger- 
print expert. a to take someone’s finger- 
prints to take a copy of a person’s finger- 
prints (by printing them with ink on film 
or a filing card) so that he or she can be 
identified in future m verb to take some- 
one’s fingerprints o The police finger- 
printed the suspect after charging him. 
fingertip search /'fingotip ,ss:tf/ 
noun a very careful search of a crime 
scene and the surrounding area carried 
out by hand in the hope of finding evi- 
dence 


fire /fata/ noun 1. burning o The ship- 
ment was damaged in the fire on board 
the cargo boat. o Half the stock was de- 
stroyed in the warehouse fire. n to catch 
fire to start to burn o The papers in the 
waste paper basket caught fire. 2. the act 
of shooting o the police opened fire on 
the crowd the police started to shoot at 
the crowd m verb 1. to shoot a gun o He 
fired two shots at the crowd. 2. o to fire 
someone to dismiss someone from a job 
o The new managing director fired half 
the sales force. 


firearm /‘fatara:m/ noun a gun or oth- 
er weapon used to shoot 


firearms certificate /,fatoa:mz so 
'tiftkot/ noun an official document say- 


ing that someone has permission to own 
a gun 

fire certificate /'‘fato so,tifikot/ noun 
a document from the municipal fire de- 
partment to say that a building is proper- 
ly protected against fire 


fire damage /‘fato ,damid3/ noun 
damage to land caused by a fire 


fire-damaged goods / far 
,deemid3d 'gudz/ plural noun goods 
which have been damaged in a fire 


fire door /'fata do:/ noun a special 
door to prevent fire going from one part 
of a building to another 


fire hazard /'faro ,hæzəd/ noun a sit- 
uation or materials which could start a 
fire o That warehouse full of paper is a 
fire hazard. 


fire insurance /'farər 1n,fuərəns/ 
noun insurance against damage by fire 


fire-proof safe /faro pru:f 'serf/ 
noun a safe which cannot be harmed by 
fire 

fire-raiser /‘fato ,rerzə/ noun a person 
who sets fire to property 


fire-raising /‘fato ,re1zin/ noun the 
act of setting fire to property on purpose. 
ù arson, arsonist 


fire regulations /faio ,regju 
‘le1f(a)nz/ plural noun local or national 
regulations which owners of buildings 
used by the public have to obey in order 
to be granted a fire certificate 


fire safety /,fata 'serfti/ noun a set of 
safety measures and procedures in case 
of fire 


fire safety officer /fato ‘serfti 
,\bfiso/ noun the person responsible for 
fire safety in a building 

firing squad /'farorıy skwod/ noun a 
group of soldiers who execute someone 
by shooting 

firm /f3:m/ noun a partnership or any 
other business which is not a company o 
a firm of accountants o an important 
publishing firm o He is a partner in a law 
firm. (NOTE: Firm is often used when re- 
ferring to incorporated companies, but 
this is not correct.) m verb to remain at a 
price and seem likely to go up o The 
shares firmed at £1.50. 


fixtures and fittings 


firm price /,f3:m 'prats/ noun a price 
which will not change 

First Amendment /fs:st ə 
‘men(d)mont/ noun US the first amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the USA, 
guaranteeing freedom of speech and reli- 
gion 

first degree murder /fs:st di,gri: 
'msido/ noun US the premeditated and 
deliberate killing of a person 

first in first out /,fs:st in fs:st ‘aut/ 
noun 1. a redundancy policy, where the 
people who have been working longest 
are the first to be made redundant 2. an 
accounting policy where stock is valued 
at the price of the oldest purchases 

first offence /fs:st 9'fens/ noun 
committing an offence for the first time, 
which makes it less likely to result in a 
prison sentence in the case of summary 
offences 

first offender /,fs:st ə'fendə/ noun 
somebody who has committed an of- 
fence for the first time 

first option /,fs:st 'opfon/ noun the 
right to be the first to have the possibility 
of deciding or having something 

FISA abbreviation Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act 

FISA court nouna US court composed 
of a rotating panel of federal judges that 
reviews in secret prosecutors’ requests to 
tap the phones of suspected spies and ter- 
rorists and to carry out searches 

fiscal measures /,fiskol 'mezoz/ 
plural noun tax changes made by a gov- 
ernment to improve the working of the 
economy 

fishing expedition /fifmy 
.ekspidif(a)n/ noun the use of the pre- 
hearing disclosure of documents to try to 
find other documents belonging to the 
defendant which the claimant does not 
know about and which might help him 
with his claim (informal) 

fit /f1t/ adjective physically or mentally 
able to do something o The solicitor stat- 
ed that his client was not fit to plead. 
fitness for purpose /(fitnos fo 
'p3ipəs/ noun an implied contractual 
term that goods sold will be of the neces- 
sary standard to be used for the purpose 
for which they were bought 


fittings /'fıtıyz/ » fixtures and fit- 
tings 

fixed capital / fikst 'kæpıt(ə)l/ noun 
capital in the form of buildings and ma- 
chinery 

fixed charge /,fikst 'tfa:d3/ noun a 
charge over a particular asset or property 
fixed costs /,fikst 'kpsts/ plural noun 
1. a set amount of money to which a 
claimant is entitled in legal proceedings 
2. the cost of producing a product, which 
does not increase with the amount of 
product made, e.g. rent 

fixed deposit /,fikst di'ppzit/ nouna 
deposit which pays a stated interest over 
a set period 

fixed expenses /,fikst tk'spensiz/ 
plural noun money which is spent regu- 
larly, e.g. rent, electricity, or telephone 
costs 

fixed income /,ftkst 'mkam/ noun 
an income such as from an annuity which 
does not change in amount from year to 
year 

fixed interest /,fikst 'mntrast/ noun 
interest which is paid at a set rate 
fixed-interest investments /fikst 
Intrast in'vestmonts/ plural noun in- 
vestments producing an interest which 
does not change 

fixed-price agreement /fikst 'prats 
a,grizmont/ noun an agreement where a 
company provides a service or a product 
at a price which stays the same for the 
whole period of the agreement 

fixed rate / fikst 'rert/ noun a charge 
which cannot be changed 

fixed scale of charges / fikst skerl 
av 'tfard31z/ plural noun rate of charg- 
ing which cannot be altered 

fixed term /,fikst 'ts:m/ noun a peri- 
od which is fixed when a contract is 
signed and which cannot be changed af- 
terwards 

fixture /'fikst fə/ noun an item such as 
a sink or lavatory which is permanently 
attached to a property and which passes 
to a new owner with the property itself 
fixtures and fittings /,fikstfoz on 
'fıtıyz/ plural noun objects in a property 
which are sold with the property, includ- 
ing both objects which are permanently 
fixed and those which can be removed 


flag 


flag /flæg/ verb n to flag a ship to give 
a ship the right to fly a flag, by register- 
ing it. ù reflag o to fly a flag 1. to attach 
the flag in an obvious position to show 
that your ship belongs to a certain coun- 
try o ship flying the British flag 2. to act 
in a certain way to show that you are 
proud of belonging to a certain country 
or working for a certain company o ship 
flying a flag of convenience o the Trade 
Minister has gone to the World Fair to fly 
the flag o he is only attending the confer- 
ence to fly the flag for the company 
flag of convenience /,flag ov kon 
'vinions/ noun the flag of a country 
which may have no ships of its own but 
allows ships of other countries to be reg- 
istered in its ports 

flagrant /‘fletgront/ adjective clear 
and obvious o A flagrant case of con- 
tempt of court. o A flagrant violation of 
human rights. 

flagrante » in flagrante delicto 

flat rate /,flet 'rert/ noun a charge 
which always stays the same o We pay a 
flat rate for electricity each quarter. o He 
is paid a flat rate of £2 per thousand. 
flotsam and jetsam / flotsam on 
'dgetsom/ noun rubbish floating in the 
water after a ship has been wrecked and 
rubbish washed on to the land 

flout /flaut/ verb to break or act go 
against a rule or the law o By selling al- 
cohol to minors, the shop is deliberately 
flouting the law. 

FO abbreviation Foreign Office 

f.0.b. abbreviation free on board 


follow /'fplau/ verb to act in accord- 
ance with a rule o The court has followed 
the precedent set in the 1972 case. 
follow-up letter /‘folou ap_leto/ 
noun a letter sent to someone after a pre- 
vious letter or after a visit 

foolscap /‘fu:lskep/ noun a large size 
of writing paper o The letter was on six 
sheets of foolscap. o a foolscap envelope 
large envelope which takes foolscap pa- 
per 

forbear /fo:'beo/ verb o to forbear 
from doing something not to do some- 
thing which you intended to do o He for- 
bore from taking any further action. 


forbearance /fo:'bearans/ noun an 
act of not doing something, such as en- 
forcing payment of a debt, which could 
have been done 


force /fo:s/ noun 1. physical strength or 
violence 2. influence or effect n to be in 
force to be operating or working o The 
rules have been in force since 1946. n to 
come into force to start to operate or 
work o The new procedures will come 
into force on January Ist. o the force of 
law, legal force the power of being con- 
trolled by law o The new regulations 
have the force of law. 


forced sale /,fo:st 'serl/ noun a sale 
which takes place because a court orders 
it or because it is the only way to avoid 
insolvency 


force majeure /,fo:s mz'33:/ noun 
something which happens which is out 
of the control of the parties who have 
signed a contract, such as a war or a 
storm, and which prevents the contract 
being fulfilled. ù act of God 

forcible /'fo:stb(o)l/ adjective using 
force 

forcible entry /,fo:stb(o)l ‘entri/ 
noun formerly, the criminal offence of 
entering a building or land and taking 
possession of it by force 

forcible feeding /,fo:s1b(o)I 'fi:di/ 
noun the act of giving food by force to a 
prisoner on hunger strike 


foreclose /fs:'klauz/ verb to take pos- 
session of a property because the owner 
cannot repay money which he or she has 
borrowed using the property as security 
o to foreclose on a mortgaged property 
foreclosure /fs:'klau30/ noun the act 
of foreclosing 


foreclosure order absolute /fs: 
iklouza idə 'æbsəlu:t/ noun a court 
order giving the mortgagee full rights to 
the property 

foreclosure order nisi /fə: ,kləu3ə 
Ərdə 'narsar/ noun a court order which 
makes a mortgagor pay outstanding 
debts to a mortgagee within a specified 
period of time 

foreign /‘fprin/ adjective not belong- 
ing to one’s own country o Foreign cars 
have flooded our market. o We are in- 


forgery 


creasing our trade with foreign coun- 
tries. 

foreign currency /,form ‘karonsi/ 
noun the currency of another country 
foreign exchange broker /,form 
Iks'tfeind3 ,brauks/ noun somebody 
who deals on the foreign exchange mar- 
ket 

foreign exchange dealing /,forin 
tks'tfeind3 ,di:lin/ noun the activity of 
buying and selling foreign currencies 
foreign exchange market /,form 
tks'tferndz ,markit/ noun dealings in 
foreign currencies 

foreign exchange reserves /,fprin 
tks'tfeind3 r1,z3:vz/ plural noun for- 
eign money held by a government to sup- 
port its own currency and pay its debts 
foreign exchange transfer / form 
tks'tfeind3 ,treensf3:/ noun the send- 
ing of money from one country to anoth- 
er 

foreign goods /,form 'gudz/ plural 
noun goods produced in other countries 
foreign investments /form im 
'vestmonts/ plural noun money invest- 
ed in other countries 


foreign money order /,form ‘mani 
,o1da/ noun money order in a foreign 
currency which is payable to someone 
living in a foreign country 

Foreign Office /‘form ,vfts/, For- 
eign and Commonwealth Office 
/ form on ,|komoanwel9 'pfis/ noun the 
British government department dealing 
with relations with other countries 
foreign policy /,forin 'pplisi/ noun a 
policy followed by a country when deal- 
ing with other countries 

foreign rights /,form 'rartz/ plural 
noun legal entitlement to sell something 
in a foreign country 

Foreign Service /form '‘s3:vis/ 
nouna government department responsi- 
ble for a country’s representation in other 
countries 

foreign trade /form 'trerd/ noun 
trade with other countries 

foreman of the jury /,fo:mon əv da 
'‘dzueri/ noun a person elected by the 
other jurors, who chairs the meetings of 


a jury and pronounces the verdict in 
court afterwards 

forensic /fa'renstk/ adjective refer- 
ring to courts, the law, pleading a case or 
punishing crime 

forensic medicine /fə,rensık 
'med(a)sin/ noun medical science con- 
cerned with solving crimes against peo- 
ple 

forensic science /fa,rensik 'sarəns/ 
noun science used in solving legal prob- 
lems and criminal cases 

foresee /fo:'si:/ verb to guess or assess 
correctly what is going to happen in the 
future (NOTE: foreseeing — foresaw — 
has foreseen) 

foreseeability /fo:,si:o'biliti/ noun 
the ability of something to be foreseen 
foreseeability test /fo:,si:o'biliti 
,test/ noun a test for calculating liability 
on the part of a person who should have 
foreseen the consequences of his or her 
action, especially in cases of negligence 
forfeit /‘fo:fit/ noun the removal of 
something as a punishment o the goods 
were declared forfeit the court said that 
the goods had to be taken away from 
their owner m verb to have something 
taken away as a punishment o to forfeit 
a deposit to lose a deposit because you 
have decided not to buy the item 
forfeit clause /‘fo:fit klo:z/ noun a 
clause in a contract which says that 
goods or a deposit will be forfeited if the 
contract is not obeyed 

forfeiture /'fo:fitfa/ noun the act of 
forfeiting a property or a right 
forfeiture of shares /,fo:fitfa ov 
'feaz/ plural noun losing the right to 
shares which a shareholder has not 
claimed 

forfeiture rule /'fo:fitfa ru:l/ noun 
the unwritten rule that someone who has 
unlawfully killed another person should 
not benefit from the dead person’s will 
forge /fo:d3/ verb to copy something 
such as a document or banknote illegally 
to use as if it were real o He tried to enter 
the country with forged documents. o She 
wanted to pay the bill with a forged £10 
note. 

forgery /'fo:dgari/ noun 1. the crime 
of making an illegal copy of something 


forgery and uttering 


such as a document or banknote to use as 
if it were real o He was sent to prison for 
forgery. 2. an illegal copy o The signa- 
ture was proved to be a forgery. 
forgery and uttering /,fs:d3ori on 
‘atarin/ noun a notifiable offence of 
forging and then using an official docu- 
ment such as a prescription for drugs 
fori » lex fori 

form /fo:m/ noun an official printed pa- 
per with blank spaces which have to be 
filled in with information o you have to 
fill in form A20 o customs declaration 
form o a pad of order forms 

forma /'fo:mə/ » pro forma 

formal /'fo:m(o9)I/ adjective clearly and 
legally written o to make a formal appli- 
cation o to send a formal order 
formality /fo:'meeliti/ noun a formal 
procedure, thing which has to be done to 
obey the law or because it is the custom 
o The chairman dispensed with the for- 
mality of reading the minutes. 

formally /‘fo:moli/ adverb in a formal 
way o We have formally applied for 
planning permission for the new shop- 
ping precinct. 

form of words /,fo:m ov 'w3:dz/ plu- 
ral noun words correctly laid out for a le- 
gal document 

forthwith /fo:6'w16/ adverb immedi- 
ately 

fortiori » a fortiori 

forum /'fo:ram/ noun a place where 
matters are discussed or examined o The 
magistrates’ court is not the appropriate 
forum for this application. 

forward /'fo:wad/ adverb 1. o to date 
an invoice forward to put a later date 
than the present one on an invoice 2. o to 
buy forward to buy foreign currency, 
gold or commodities before you need 
them, in order to be certain of the ex- 
change rate o to sell forward to sell for- 
eign currency, commodities, etc., for de- 
livery at a later date 3. o balance 
brought forward, carried forward bal- 
ance which is entered in an account at the 
end of a period or page and is then taken 
to be the starting point of the next period 
or page m verb n to forward something 
to someone to send something to some- 
one o please forward, to be forwarded 


words written on an envelope, asking the 
person receiving it to send it on to the 
person whose name is written on it 
foster /'fostə/ verb to look after and 
bring up a child who is not your own 
foster child /'fostə tfaild/ noun a 
child who is cared for by someone other 
than its natural or adopted parents 
foster home /'fostə haum/ noun a 
home where a foster child is brought up 
foster parent /,fpsto 'mado/ noun a 
woman or man who looks after a child 
and brings it up 

foul bill of lading /,faul bil əv 
‘lerdin/ noun a bill of lading which says 
that the goods were in bad condition 
when received by the shipper 

fourth quarter /,f9:0 'kwo:ta/ noun a 
period of three months from October to 
the end of the year o The instalments are 
payable at the end of each quarter. o The 


first quarter’s rent is payable in advance. 


frais » sans frais 


frame /fre1m/ verb to arrange for some- 
one to appear to be guilty (informal) o he 
has been framed he is innocent, but the 
situation has been arranged in such a way 
that he appears guilty 

franchise /‘frentfatz/ noun 1. a right 
granted to someone to do something, es- 
pecially the right to vote in local or gen- 
eral elections 2. a licence to trade using a 
brand name and paying a royalty for it o 
He has bought a printing franchise or a 
hot dog franchise. m verb to sell licences 
for people to trade using a brand name 
and paying a royalty o His sandwich bar 
was so successful that he decided to fran- 
chise it. 

franchisee /,frentSat'zi:/ 
somebody who runs a franchise 
franchiser /'fræntfarzə/ noun some- 
body who licenses a franchise 
franchising /'fræntfarzıy/ noun the 
act of selling a licence to trade as a fran- 
chise o He runs his sandwich chain as a 


noun 


franchising operation. 


franchisor /'fræntfarzə/ noun same 
as franchiser 


franco /'fræņgkəv/ adverb free 


frank /fræņk/ verb to stamp the date 
and postage on a letter 


freedom of association 


franking machine /‘frenkm mo 
,Jim/ noun a machine which marks the 
date and postage on letters so that the 
person sending them does not need to use 
stamps 
fraud /fro:d/ noun 1. harming someone 
(by obtaining property or money from 
him) after making him believe some- 
thing which is not true o He got posses- 
sion of the property by fraud. o He was 
accused of frauds relating to foreign cur- 
rency. o to obtain money by fraud to 
obtain money by saying or doing some- 
thing to cheat someone 2. the act of de- 
ceiving someone in order to make money 
o She was convicted of a series of frauds 
against insurance companies. 

COMMENT: Frauds are divided into 

fraud by a director and other fraud. 
Fraud Squad /'fro:d skwod/ noun a 
department of a police force which deals 
with cases of fraud 


fraudster /‘fro:dsta/ noun a criminal 
who obtains money or other advantage 
by deceiving someone 


fraudulent /'fro:djulont/ adjective 
not honest, and aiming to deceive people 


fraudulent conveyance 
/ fro:djulent kən'verəns/ noun an act 
of putting a property into someone else’s 
possession to avoid it being seized to pay 
creditors 


fraudulently /‘fro:djulentli/ adverb 
not honestly o goods imported fraudu- 
lently 


fraudulent misrepresentation 
/fro:djulant mis,reprizen'terf(a)n/ 
noun a false statement made to deceive 
someone, or persuade someone to enter 
into a contract 


fraudulent preference 
/,fro:djulont 'pref(a)rons/ noun pay- 
ment made by an insolvent company to a 
particular creditor in preference to other 
creditors 


fraudulent trading /,fro:djulont 
'treidin/ noun the activity of carrying on 
the business of a company, knowing that 
the company is insolvent 

fraudulent transaction 
/fro:djulont tren'zekfon/ noun a 
transaction which aims to cheat someone 


free /fri:/ adjective, adverb 1. not cost- 
ing any money o price list sent free on re- 
quest o He was given a free ticket to the 
exhibition. o The price includes free de- 
livery. o Goods are delivered free. o free 
of charge with no payment to be made 2. 
not in prison o to set someone free to let 
someone leave prison o The crowd at- 
tacked the police station and set the three 
prisoners free. 3. with no restrictions o 
free of tax, tax-free with no tax having 
to be paid o free of duty, duty-free with 
no duty to be paid 4. not occupied o Are 
there any tables free in the restaurant? o 
The solicitor will be free in a few min- 
utes. o The hearing was delayed because 
there was no courtroom free. m verb to 
release someone from a responsibility or 
from prison o Will the new law free own- 
ers from responsibility to their tenants? o 
The new president freed all political pris- 
oners. 


free circulation of goods /fri: 
s3tkju'lerf(a)n əv gudz/ plural noun 
movement of goods from one country to 
another without import quotas or other 
restrictions 


free collective bargaining / fri: kə 
Jektrv 'baigınıy/ noun negotiations 
between employers and workers’ repre- 
sentatives over wages and conditions 


free competition /fri: kompo 
'tif(a)n/ noun the situation of being free 
to compete without government interfer- 
ence 


free currency / fri: 'karansi/ noun a 
currency which a government allows to 
be bought or sold without restriction 


freedom /'fri:dam/ noun 1. not being 
held in custody o The president gave the 
accused man his freedom. 2. the ability 
to do something without restriction 


freedom of assembly /fri:dom ov 
ə'semblı/ noun the right of being able to 
meet other people in a group without be- 
ing afraid of prosecution, provided that 
you do not break the law 


freedom of association /,fri:dom 
av asausi'elf(a)n/ noun the right of be- 
ing able to join together in a group with 
other people without being afraid of 
prosecution, provided that you do not 
break the law 


freedom of information 


freedom of information /,fri:dom 
əv mfo'merf(a)n/ noun allowing citi- 
zens access to information which is held 
by government departments and other 
bodies 
freedom of movement/ fri:dom ov 
'mu:vmənt/ noun (in the EU) the funda- 
mental right of citizens within the EU to 
be able to move to other EU countries to 
seek work 
COMMENT: Freedom of movement has 
been extended to three types of peo- 
ple who are not economically active: 
students, retired people and people 
with sufficient private income. 
freedom of speech /friidəm ov 
‘spit J/ noun the right of being able to 
say what you want without being afraid 
of prosecution, provided that you do not 
break the law 
freedom of the press / fri:dam ov 
0a 'pres/ noun the right of being able to 
write and publish what you wish in a 
newspaper, or on radio or TV, without 
being afraid of prosecution, provided 
that you do not break the law 
freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion /friidəm ov _ Oo:t 
ikon fons on r1'lid3an/ noun a qualified 
right to belief or religion, subject to lim- 
itations which are imposed if it is consid- 
ered to be interfering with the public in- 
terest. It is found in Article 9 of the Eu- 
ropean Convention of Human Rights and 
was introduced into UK law by the Hu- 
man Rights Act 1998. (NOTE: By con- 
trast, the freedom of thought is an ab- 
solute right and therefore cannot be re- 
stricted, even if it does interfere with the 
public interest.) 
freehold /‘frishauld/ noun the abso- 
lute right to hold land or property for an 
unlimited time without paying rent 
freeholder /'frithaulda/ noun some- 
body who holds a freehold property 
freehold property /'frirhəvuld 
\prppoti/ noun property which the own- 
er holds in freehold 
free movement /,fri: 'mu:vmont/ 
noun a right for workers from any EU 
Member State to enter other Member 
States to work, and to remain as workers, 
with the same rights as the nationals of 
those Member States 


free on board /,fri: pn 'bo:d/ noun 
US 1, an international contract whereby 
the seller promises to deliver goods on 
board ship and notify the buyer of deliv- 
ery, and the buyer arranges freight, pays 
the shipping cost and takes the risk once 
the goods have passed onto the ship 2. a 
contract for sale whereby the price in- 
cludes all the seller’s costs until the 
goods are delivered to a certain place » 
abbreviation f.0.b. 


free pardon /,fri: 'pa:d(9)n/ noun a 
pardon given to a convicted person 
where both the sentence and conviction 
are recorded as void 


freeze /fri:z/ verb to order a person not 
to move money or sell assets o The court 
ordered the company’s bank account to 
be frozen. 

freezing injunction /fri:zm im 
'dzankfon/ noun a court order to freeze 
the assets of a defendant or of a person 
who has gone overseas or of a company 
based overseas to prevent them being 
taken out of the country. The injunction 
can apply to assets within the jurisdiction 
of the court, or on a worldwide basis. 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has replaced Mareva injunction.) 
freight charges /'frert ,tfa:d31z/ 
plural noun money charged for carrying 
goods 

fresh pursuit /,fref po'sju:t/ noun 
the act of chasing a thief, etc., to get back 
what has been stolen 


friend /frend/ p litigation friend, next 
friend 


frisk /frisk/ verb to search someone by 
passing your hands over his or her 
clothes to see if that person is carrying a 
weapon or a package 


frivolous complaint /,frivalos kom 
‘pleint/ noun a complaint or action 
which is not brought for a serious reason 


frolic /‘frolik/ noun o frolic of his own 
a situation where an employee does dam- 
age outside the normal course of em- 
ployment, for which his or her employer 
cannot be held responsible 


front /frant/ noun an organisation or 
company which serves to hide criminal 


future delivery 


activity o His ice-cream shop was just a 
front for an extortion racket. 


front benches / frant 'bentf1z/ noun 
two rows of seats in the House of Com- 
mons, facing each other with the table 
between them, where Government min- 
isters or members of the Opposition 
Shadow Cabinet sit o the Government 
front bench, the Treasury bench the 
seats where the members of the Govern- 
ment sit o the front benches 1. the seat 
for the Opposition Shadow Cabinet 2. 
the Shadow Cabinet 


front organisation /‘frant 
oigonaizerf(a)n/ noun an organisation 
which appears to be neutral, but is in fact 
an active supporter of a political party or 
is actively engaged in illegal trade 


frozen /'frouz(o)n/ p freeze 


frozen assets /frouz(s)n 'æsets/ 
plural noun assets of a company which 
cannot be sold because someone has a 
claim against them 


frustrate /fra'streit/ verb to prevent 
something, especially the terms of a con- 
tract, being fulfilled 


frustration /fra'stre1f(9)n/ noun a 
situation where the terms of a contract 
cannot possibly be fulfilled, e.g. when 
the contract requires the use of some- 
thing which is destroyed 

fugitive /'fju:d3ıtıv/ noun a person 
who has done something illegal and is 
trying to avoid being found by the police 


fugitive offender /fju:dzitiv ə 
'fendə/ noun somebody running away 
from the police who, if he or she is 
caught, is sent back to the place where 
the offence was committed 

fulfil /ful'fil/ verb to do everything 
which is promised in a contract o The 
company has fulfilled all the terms of the 
agreement. (NOTE: The US spelling is 
fulfill.) 

full costs /,ful 'kosts/ plural noun all 
the costs of manufacturing a product, in- 
cluding both fixed and variable costs 
full cover /,ful 'kava/ noun insurance 
against all types of risk 

full payment /,ful 'permant/ noun 
payment for all money owed 


full rate /,ful 'rert/ noun full charge, 
with no reductions 


full repairing lease /,ful rr'peərıy 
lits/ noun a lease where the tenant has to 
pay for all repairs to the property 


full title /,ful 'tart(o)l/ noun the com- 
plete title of an Act of Parliament 


full trial /,ful 'traral/ noun a properly 
organised trial according to the correct 
procedure 


functus officio /fanktos v'frifiau/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘no long- 
er having power or jurisdiction’ because 
the power has been exercised o The jus- 
tices’ clerk asserted that the justices 
were functi officio. (NOTE: The plural is 
functi officio.) 


fund /fand/ noun v to convert funds to 
one’s own use to use someone else’s 
money for yourself 


fundamental breach  /fando 
'ment(ə)l bri:tf/ noun a breach of an es- 
sential or basic term of a contract by one 
party, entitling the other party to treat the 
contract as terminated 


funds /fandz/ plural noun money 
available for a purpose 

fungible goods /'fandzab(a)l gudz/, 
fungibles plural noun goods such as 
seeds or coins which are measured by 
weight or counted 


furandi » animus furandi 


furnished lettings /,fs:n1ft 'letins/ 
noun furnished property to let 


furniture department /,fs:nitfo dı 
‘pa:tmont/ noun a department in a large 
store which sells furniture 


furniture depository /'fsınıtfə di 
\ppzit(a)ri/ noun a warehouse where 
you can store household furniture 


further information /,f3:60 ,mfo 
'metf(a)n/ noun a request made by a 
party through the court for another party 
to provide more details which will help 
clarify the case. The second party may 
refuse to respond for various reasons. 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has replaced interrogatories.) 
future delivery /,fju:tfo dr'liv(o)ri/ 
noun delivery at a later date 
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future estate /fju:tfa r'steit/ noun future interest /fju:tfə ‘mtrost/ 
an old term for the possession and enjoy- noun an interest in property which will 
ment of an estate at some time in the fu- be enjoyed in the future 


ture fuzz /faz/ noun the police (slang) 


G 


gag /gæg/ verb to try to stop someone 
talking or writing o The government was 
accused of using the Official Secrets Act 
as ameans of gagging the press. 


gain /gein/ verb to get, to obtain o He 
gained some useful experience working 
in a bank. n to gain control of a busi- 
ness to buy more than 50% of the shares 
so that you can direct the business o to 
gain control of a council to win a major- 
ity of the seats 

gainful employment /,gernf(9)l ım 
‘plormont/ noun employment for which 
someone is paid 

gainfully employed /‘geinf(a)li/ ad- 
jective having regular paid work 
gallery /‘gzlori/ noun the seats above 
and around the benches in the House of 
Commons and House of Lords, where 
the public and journalists sit o the 
Speaker ordered the galleries to be 
cleared the Speaker asked for all visitors 
to leave the Chamber 

gallows /'gzelauz/ plural noun wooden 
support from which criminals are execut- 
ed by hanging 

game licence /,geim _'‘lats(a)ns/ 
noun an official permit which allows 
someone to sell game 

game of chance /,geim ov 'tf:ans/ 
noun a game such as roulette where the 
result depends on luck 

gaming licence /‘germip ,lats(9)ns/ 
noun an official permit which allows 
someone or a club to organise games of 
chance 

gang /gæņ/ noun a group of criminals 
working together o a drugs gang o a 
gang of jewel thieves 

gangland /'gznlend/ noun all gangs 
considered as a group o a gangland 


murder murder of a gangster by another 
gangster 

gangster /'gznsto/ noun somebody 
who is a member of a gang of criminals 
o The police shot three gangsters in the 
bank raid. 

gaol /dzel/ noun a prison. » jail m verb 
to put someone in prison 

gaoler /'dzeila/ noun somebody who 
works in a prison or who is in charge of 
a prison. jailer 

garden leave clause /'ga:don li:v 
iklorz/ noun in employment contracts, a 
clause which prevents an employee at- 
tending the workplace during the course 
of the notice period, which can be any- 
thing up to a year, during which time 
they remain as an employee of the com- 
pany and therefore continue to receive a 
salary (NOTE: Such a clause is used to 
safeguard the trade secrets of a busi- 
ness and minimise the effects of a high- 
ly skilled worker from leaving their cur- 
rent employment to join a rival compa- 
ny.) 

garnish /'ga:ntJ/ verb to tell a debtor 
to pay his or her debts, not to the creditor, 
but to a creditor of the creditor who has a 
judgment 

garnishee /,ga:nt'fi:/ noun a person 
who owes money to a creditor and is or- 
dered by a court to pay that money to a 
creditor of the creditor, and not to the 
original creditor 

garnishee order /,ga:nt'fi: ,o:do/ 
noun a court order, making a garnishee 
pay money to a creditor who has a judg- 
ment 

garnishee proceedings /,ga:n1'fi: 
pro,si:dinz/ noun a court proceedings 
against a debtor leading to a garnishee 
order 


gas chamber 


134 


gas chamber /'gzs ,tfermba/ nouna 
room in which a convicted prisoner is ex- 
ecuted by poisonous gas 
COMMENT: Used in some states in the 
USA. 
gavel /'gzv(a)l/ noun a small wooden 
hammer used by a chairman of a meeting 
to call the meeting to order o The chair- 
man banged his gavel on the table and 
shouted to the councillors to be quiet. 
COMMENT: There is no mace in the 
American Senate. Instead, a ceremo- 
nial gavel is placed on the Vice-Presi- 
dent’s desk when the Senate is in ses- 
sion. 
gazump /go'zamp/ verb no he was ga- 
zumped his agreement to buy the house 
was cancelled because someone offered 
more money before exchange of con- 
tracts 
gazumping /go'zampin/ noun 1. (of 
a buyer) the act of offering more money 
for a house than another buyer has done, 
so as to be sure of buying it 2. the act of 
removing a house from a sale which has 
been agreed, so as to accept a higher of- 
fer 
GBH abbreviation grievous bodily 
harm 
general amnesty /,d3en(ə)rəl 
'æmnəsti/ noun a pardon granted to all 
prisoners 
general damages  /,d3en(a)ral 
'dæmıdz3ız/ plural noun damages 
awarded by court to compensate for a 
loss which cannot be calculated, e.g. an 
injury 
general lien /,d3en(a)ral ‘lizon/ noun 
the holding of goods or property until a 
debt has been paid 
general office /‘d3en(o9)ral_,vf1s/ 
noun the main administrative office of a 
company 
Geneva Convention, Geneva Con- 
ventions noun international treaties 
signed in Geneva, governing behaviour 
of countries at war o The attacking army 
was accused of violating the Geneva 
Convention. 
Geneva Conventions for the Pro- 
tection of Victims of War (1949) 
noun an international treaty relating to 
the treatment of civilians and other non- 
combatants 


Geneva Conventions on Negoti- 
able Instruments (1930) noun an 
international treaty relating to interna- 
tional bills of exchange, cheques, letters 
of credit, etc. 


gentleman’s agreement 
/‘dzent(a)lmonz 9,grizmont/, gentle- 
men’s agreement US noun a verbal 
agreement between two parties who trust 
each other (NOTE: A gentleman’s agree- 
ment is not usually enforceable by law.) 
genuine /'d3enjuin/ adjective true or 
real o a genuine Picasso o a genuine 
leather purse o the genuine article real 
article, not an imitation 
genuine dispute /d3enjumn dı 
'spjuit/ noun a real conflict between 
parties o The ECJ refused to hear the ref- 
erence because it considered there was 
no genuine dispute between the parties. 
genuineness /'d3enjumnoas/ noun 
the fact of not being an imitation 
genuine purchaser /,d3enjuin 
'psitfisa/ noun someone who is really 
interested in buying 
geographic profiling /d3i:o,grefik 
'prəvfarlıy/ noun the science of predict- 
ing where a criminal lives, based on 
where and when the crimes were com- 
mitted, based on the principle that most 
crimes are carried out relatively locally 
geoprofiling /'d3irau ,provfarlin/ 
noun same as geographic profiling 
germane /d33:'mein/ adjective refer- 
ring to, or relevant to o The argument is 
not germane to the motion. 
get /get/, gett nouna divorce according 
to Jewish religious custom, where the 
husband agrees to a divorce which his 
wife has requested 
gift /gift/ verb to give 

COMMENT: A gift is irrevocable. 
gift inter vivos /,gift mnto 'virvaus/ 
noun a present given by a living person 
to another living person 
Gillette defence /dzi'let di,fens/ 
noun a defence against a claim for in- 
fringement of patent, by which the de- 
fendant claims that they were using the 
process before it was patented 


COMMENT: Called after the case of Gil- 
lette v. Anglo American Trading. 


grace 


gloss /glps/ noun 1. a note which ex- 
plains or gives a meaning to a word or 
phrase 2. an interpretation given to a 
word or phrase m verb o to gloss over to 
cover up a mistake or fault o The report 
glosses over the errors made by the offi- 
cials in the department. 


godfather /'godfa:ðə/ noun a Mafia 
boss (slang) 


going equipped for stealing 
/,gavuIn 1,kwipd fa 'stirlm/ noun the 
notifiable offence of carrying tools 
which could be used for burglary 


golden rule /,gauld(a)n 'ru:l/ noun a 
rule that when interpreting a statute, the 
court should interpret the wording of the 
statute to give the closest effect to the one 
Parliament intended when passing the 
law 


good behaviour /,gud bi'hervjo/ 
noun a way of behaving this is peaceful 
and lawful o The magistrates bound him 
over to be of good behaviour. o She was 
sentenced to four years in prison, but 
was released early for good behaviour. 


good cause /,gud 'ko:z/ noun a rea- 
son which is accepted in law o The court 
asked the accused to show good cause 
why he should not be sent to prison. 
(NOTE: not used with ‘the’) 

good consideration /gud kən,sıdə 
're1f(a)n/ noun proper consideration 
good faith /,gud 'fe10/ noun general 
honesty o in good faith in an honest way 
o he acted in good faith he acted honest- 
ly o to buy something in good faith to 
buy something honestly, in the course of 
an honest transaction o He bought the 
car in good faith, not knowing that it had 
been stolen. 

goods /gudz/ plural noun items which 
can be moved and are for sale o goods 
(held) in bond goods held by the cus- 
toms until duty has been paid 

goods and chattels /,gudz on 
'tfeet(a)lz/ plural noun movable proper- 
ty 

goods train /'‘gudz trern/ nounatrain 
for carrying freight 

good title /,gud 'tart(ə)l/ noun a title 
to a property which gives the owner full 
rights of ownership 


goodwill /gud'w1l/ noun the good rep- 
utation of a business and its contacts with 
its customers, e.g. the name of the prod- 
uct which it sells or its popular appeal to 
customers o She paid £10,000 for the 
goodwill of the shop and £4,000 for the 
stock. 
COMMENT: Goodwill can include the 
trading reputation, the patents, the 
trade names used, the value of a ‘good 
site’, etc., and is very difficult to estab- 
lish accurately. It is an intangible as- 
set, and so is not shown as an asset in 
a company’s accounts, unless it fig- 
ures as part of the purchase price paid 
when acquiring another company. 
go to law /,gau ta 'lo:/ verb to start le- 
gal proceedings about something o We 
went to law to try to regain our property. 


government contractor 
/,gav(aynmont kon'trekto/ noun a 
company which supplies goods or serv- 
ices to the government on contract 
(NOTE: government can take a singular 
or plural verb: The government have 
decided to repeal the Act, The govern- 
ment feels it is not time to make a state- 
ment. Note also that the word govern- 
ment is used, especially by officials, 
without the article ‘the’: Government 
has decided that the plan will be turned 
down; The plan is funded by central 
government.) 


government-controlled 
/,gav(a)nmont kon'trauld/ noun ruled 
by a government 

government economic indica- 
tors /gav(a)nmont __itkonomik 
‘indikeitoz/ plural noun figures which 
show how the country’s economy is go- 
ing to perform in the short or long term 
government-regulated price 
/gav(ajnmoent ,regjulertid 'prats/ 
noun a price which is imposed by the 
government 

government stocks /'gav(a)nmont 
stokz/ plural noun government securi- 
ties 

gown /gaun/ noun a long black item of 
clothing worn by a lawyer, judge, etc., 
over normal clothes when appearing in 
court. ù silk 

grace /greis/ noun a favour shown by 
granting a delay o to give a debtor a pe- 


graduated pension scheme 


riod of grace, two weeks’ grace to al- 
low a debtor two weeks to pay 


graduated pension scheme 
/,greed3ueitid 'penfon ski:m/ noun a 
pension scheme where the benefit is cal- 
culated as a percentage of the salary of 
each person in the scheme 


graft /gra:ft/ noun the corruption of of- 
ficials (informal) 


grand jury /,grend 'd3uri/ noun US a 
group of 12—24 jurors who meet before a 
trial to decide if an indictment should be 
issued to start criminal proceedings 


grand larceny /,grend '‘la:s(9)ni/ 
noun US the theft of goods valued at 
more than a specified price 


grant /gra:nt/ noun 1. the act of giving 
something to someone permanently or 
temporarily by a written document, 
where the object itself cannot be physi- 
cally transferred o The government made 
a grant of land to settlers. 2. money giv- 
en by the government, local authority or 
other organisation to help pay for some- 
thing o The institute has a government 
grant to cover the cost of the develop- 
ment programme. o The local authority 
has allocated grants towards the costs of 
the scheme. o Many charities give grants 
for educational projects. = verb to agree 
to give someone something or allow 
someone to do something o fo grant 
someone permission to build a house or 
to leave the country o The local authority 
granted the company an interest-free 
loan to start up the new factory. o He was 
granted parole. o The government grant- 
ed an amnesty to all political prisoners. 


grant-aided scheme /,gra:nt ‘erdid 
skizm/ noun a scheme which is backed 
by funds from the government 


grantee /grain'ti:/ noun somebody 
who is assigned an interest in a property 
or who receives a grant 


grant-in-aid /,gra:nt in 'erd/ noun 
money given by central government to 
local government to help pay for a 
project 

grant of letters of administration 
/graint əv ,letez əv od,mini 
'strerf(o)n/ noun the giving of docu- 
ments to administrators to enable them to 


administer the estate of a dead person 
who has not made a will 

grant of probate /gramt əv 
‘praubeit/ noun an official document 
proving that a will is genuine, given to 
the executors so that they can act on the 
terms of the will 

grantor /gra:n'to:/ noun a person who 
assigns an interest in a property, espe- 
cially to a lender, or who makes a grant 
grass /gra:s/ noun a criminal who 
gives information to the police about oth- 
er criminals. ù Supergrass m verb o to 
grass on someone to give information to 
the police about someone 

grass roots /,gra:s 'ru:ts/ noun the 
ordinary members of society or of a po- 
litical party o What is the grass-roots re- 
action to the constitutional changes? o 
The party has considerable support at 
grass-roots level. o The Chairman has 
no grass-root support. 

grata » persona non grata 

gratia » ex gratia 

gratis /‘gra:tis/ adverb not costing an- 
ything, or without paying anything o We 
got into the exhibition gratis. 
gratuitous /gra'tjurttos/ adjective 1. 
without justifiable cause o scenes con- 
taining gratuitous sex and violence 2. 
without money being offered 
gratuitous promise /gra,tjuritas 
‘prpmis/ noun a promise that cannot be 
enforced because no money has been in- 
volved 

Gray’s Inn/,gre1z 'ın/ noun one of the 
four Inns of Court in London 

Great Seal /,greit 'si:l/ noun a seal 
kept by the Lord Chancellor, used for 
sealing important public documents on 
behalf of the Queen 

Green Book /,gri:n 'buk/ noun the 
book of procedural rules of the County 
Courts 

green card /,gri:n 'ka:d/ noun a reg- 
istration card for a non-US citizen going 
to live permanently in the USA 

green form /'gri:n fo:m/ noun for- 
merly, the form upon which an applica- 
tion for both legal advice and financial 
assistance (legal aid) could be made o 
the green form scheme a scheme where 
a solicitor will give advice to someone 


guardian 


free of charge or at a reduced rate, if the 
client has filled in the green form 
Green Paper /,gri:n 'perpo/ noun a 
report from the British government on 
proposals for a new law to be discussed 
in Parliament 

grievance /'gri:v(a)ns/ noun a com- 
plaint made by an employee to the em- 
ployers 

grievous bodily harm /,gri:vas 
ibodıli 'harm/ noun the crime of caus- 
ing serious physical injury to someone. 
Abbreviation GBH 

gross /graus/ adjective 1. (of a sum of 
money) without deductions 2. serious 
gross earnings /grovs 'sinıyz/ 
noun total earnings before tax and other 
deductions 

gross indecency /,grous in 
‘dits(a)nsi/ noun a crime entailing un- 
lawful sexual contact between men or 
with a child, which falls short of full sex- 
ual intercourse 

gross negligence /\graus 
'neglid3ans/ noun the act showing very 
serious neglect of duty towards other 
people 

gross receipts /,graus ri'si:ts/ plural 
noun total amount of money received be- 
fore expenses are deducted 

gross weight /,graus 'wert/ noun the 
weight of both the container and its con- 
tents 

ground landlord /‘graund 
,leendlo:d/ noun a person or company 
which owns the freehold of a property 
which is then leased and subleased 
ground lease /'graund lis/ noun the 
first lease on a freehold building 
ground rent /'graund rent/ noun rent 
paid by a lessee to the ground landlord 
grounds /graundz/ plural noun basic 
reasons o Does he have good grounds for 
complaint? o There are no grounds on 
which we can be sued. o What are the 
grounds for the claim for damages? 
(NOTE: can be used in the singular if 
only one reason exists: The judge re- 
fused the application on the ground that 
he had discretion to remove the hear- 
say evidence from the report.) 
guarantee / gzroan'ti:/ noun 1. a legal 
document which promises that an item 


purchased is of good quality and will 
work properly o certificate of guarantee 
or guarantee certificate o The guarantee 
lasts for two years. o The dishwasher is 
sold with a two-year guarantee. o the 
car is still under guarantee the car is 
still covered by the maker’s certificate of 
guarantee 2. a promise made by someone 
that they will do something such as pay 
another person’s debts if the other person 
fails to do it. Compare indemnity 
(NOTE: In English law, a guarantee must 
usually be in writing; the person making 
a guarantee is secondarily liable if the 
person who is primarily liable defaults.) 
3. something given as a security o to 
leave share certificates as a guarantee m 
verb to give a promise that something 
will happen o to guarantee a debt to 
promise that you will pay a debt incurred 
by someone else if that person fails to 
pay it o to guarantee an associated 
company to promise that an associate 
company will pay its debts o to guaran- 
tee a bill of exchange to promise to pay 
a bill o the product is guaranteed for 
twelve months the maker states that the 
product will work well for twelve 
months, and promises to mend it free of 
charge if it breaks down within that peri- 
od 


guarantor /,gzron'to:/ noun some- 
body who gives a guarantee o to stand 
guarantor for someone to promise to 
pay someone’s debts 


guaranty /'gzr(a)nti:/ noun US same 
as guarantee 


guard /ga:d/ noun 1. somebody whose 
job is to protect people or property o 
There were three guards on duty at the 
door of the bank or three bank guards 
were on duty. o The prisoner was shot by 
the guards as he tried to escape. 2. the 
state of being protected by a guard o The 
prisoners were brought into the court- 
room under armed guard. m verb to pre- 
vent someone being harmed or from es- 
caping o The building is guarded by a 


fence and ten guard dogs. o The prison- 


ers are guarded night and day. 


guardian /'ga:dian/ noun an adult per- 
son or an authority such as the High 
Court appointed by law to act on behalf 


guardian ad litem 


of someone such as a child who cannot 
act on his or her own behalf 

guardian ad litem /,ga:dion ed 
‘littam/ noun somebody who acts on be- 
half of a minor who is a defendant in a 
court case 

guardianship /‘ga:dianfrp/ noun the 
state of being a guardian 
guardianship order /'ga:diən fip 
orda/ noun a court order appointing a 
local authority to be the guardian of a 
child 

guerilla /ga'rilo/ noun an armed per- 
son who is not a regular soldier who en- 
gages in unofficial war o The train was 
attacked by guerillas. o The appeal was 
made by a guerilla radio station. 
guidelines /'gatdlatnz/ plural noun 
unofficial suggestions from the govern- 
ment or some other body as to how 
something should be done o The govern- 
ment has issued guidelines on increases 
in wages and prices. o The Law Society 
has issued guidelines to its members on 
dealing with rape cases. o The Secretary 
of State can issue guidelines for expend- 
iture. o The Lord Justice said he was not 
laying down guidelines for sentencing. 
guillotine /‘giloti:n/ noun a machine 
used in France for executing criminals by 
cutting off their heads m verb to execute 
someone by cutting his or her head off 
with a guillotine 

guilt /grlt/ noun being guilty, the state 
of having committed a crime or done 
some other legal wrong o he admitted 
his guilt he admitted that he had commit- 
ted the crime 

guilt by association /,gilt bar ə 
,sousi'elf(a)n/ noun the presumption 


that a person is guilty because of his or 
her connection with a guilty person 
guilty /'gilti/ adjective 1. finding after 
a trial that a person has done something 
which is against the law o He was found 
guilty of libel. o The company was guilty 
of evading the VAT regulations. o to find 
someone guilty, to return a verdict of 
guilty, to return a guilty verdict (of a 
judge or jury) to say at the end of the trial 
that the accused is guilty 2. o to plead 
guilty (of an accused person) to say at 
the beginning of a trial that you did com- 
mit the crime of which you are accused o 
to plead not guilty to say at the begin- 
ning of a trial that you did not commit the 
crime of which you are accused o The 
accused pleaded not guilty to the charge 
of murder, but pleaded guilty to the lesser 
charge of manslaughter. 

gun /gan/ noun a weapon used for 
shooting o The police are not allowed to 
carry guns. o They shouted to the rob- 
bers to drop their guns. 

gun court /'gan ko:t/ noun a court 
that hears only those cases that deal with 
gun-related crimes 

gun down /,gan 'daun/ verb to kill 
someone with a gun o He was gunned 
down in the street outside his office. 
(NOTE: gunned — gunning) 

gunman /'ganmon/ noun a man who 
carries and uses a gun o The security van 
was held up by three gunmen. 
gunpoint /'‘ganpoint/ noun n at gun- 
point with a gun pointing at you o He 
was forced at gunpoint to open the safe. 
gunshot /'ganJot/ noun the result of 
shooting with a gun o He died of gunshot 
wounds. 


H 


habeas corpus /hetbias 'ko:pas/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘may you 
have the body’: legal remedy against be- 
ing wrongly imprisoned 

habendum /hæ'bendəm/ noun a sec- 
tion of a conveyance which gives details 
of how the property is to be assigned to 
the purchaser, using the words ‘to hold’ 
habitual /ho'bıtfuəl/ adjective (of a 
person) doing something frequently o 
habitual criminal, habitual offender 
person who has been convicted of a sim- 
ilar crime at least twice before o habitu- 
al drunkard somebody who drinks al- 
cohol so frequently that he or she is al- 
most always dangerous or incapable 
habitual residence /ho,bit fuol 
'rezid(a)ns/ noun 1. the fact of living 
normally in a place 2. the place where 
someone normally lives 

Hague conventions /‘heig kon 
ivenf(a)nz/ plural noun international 
agreements regarding the definition of 
war, and the barring of the use of chemi- 
cal and biological weapons. » Geneva 
Convention 


hallmark /‘ho:lmark/ noun a mark put 
on gold or silver items to show that the 
metal is of the correct quality m verb to 
put a hallmark on a piece of gold or silver 
o a hallmarked spoon 


hand /hænd/ noun 1. o by hand using 
the hands, not a machine o to send a let- 
ter by hand to ask someone to carry and 
deliver a letter personally, not sending it 
through the post 2. o in hand, on hand 
US kept in reserve 3. o goods left on 
hand goods which have not been sold 
and are left with the retailer or producer 
4. =o out of hand immediately, without 
taking time to think o The justices dis- 
missed his evidence out of hand. 5. o to 


hand here, present n I have the invoice 
to hand I have the invoice in front of me 
6. o to change hands to be sold to a new 
owner o The shop changed hands for 
£100,000. 

handcuff /‘hendkaf/ verb to put 
handcuffs on someone 

handcuffed /‘hendkafd/ adjective 
secured by handcuffs o The accused ap- 
peared in court handcuffed to two police- 
men. 

handcuffs /‘hendkafs/ plural noun 
two metal rings chained together which 
are locked round the wrists of someone 
who is being arrested 

hand down /,hend 'daun/ verb 1. to 
pass property from one generation to an- 
other o The house has been handed down 


from father to son since the 19th century. 


2. o to hand down a verdict to an- 
nounce a verdict 


handgun /‘hendgan/ noun a small 
gun which is carried in the hand o The 
police found six handguns when they 
searched the car. 
handling /'hændlıp/ noun the man- 
agement of a situation or the movement 
and transfer of goods o handling stolen 
goods the notifiable offence of receiving 
or selling things which you know to have 
been stolen 
COMMENT: Handling stolen goods is a 
more serious crime than theft, and the 
penalty can be higher. 
hand over /,hznd 'əuvə/ verb to pass 
something to someone o She handed 
over the documents to the lawyer. o he 
handed over to his deputy he passed his 
responsibilities to his deputy 
hand up /,hend 'ap/ verb to pass to 
someone who is in a higher place o The 
exhibit was handed up to the judge. 


handwriting 


handwriting /‘hendrartm/ noun 1. 
writing produced with a pen or pencil 
and not with a machine o send a letter of 
application in your own handwriting 
written by you with a pen, and not typed 
2. a particular way of committing a crime 
which identifies a criminal (s/ang) 
handwriting expert /,hendraitin 
‘eksp3it/ noun somebody who is able to 
identify somebody by examining his or 
her handwriting 

hang /hzp/ verb to execute someone by 
hanging him or her by a rope round the 
neck. ùp hung (NOTE: hanging — 
hanged. Note: not hung.) 

hanging /‘hzenin/ noun the act of exe- 
cuting someone by hanging o The hang- 
ings took place in front of the prison. 
hangman /‘henmon/ noun a man who 
executes criminals by hanging them 
harass /'hærəs, ha'res/ verb to worry 
or to bother someone, especially by con- 
tinually checking up on them 
harassment /‘herosmont, hə 
'reesmont/ noun the action of harassing 
someone o He complained of police har- 
assment or of harassment by the police. 
harassment restraining order 
/herosmont ri'stremnin ,o:da/ noun 
same as restraining order 

harbour /'ha:bə/ verb to give shelter 
and protection to a criminal 

hard /ha:d/ adjective o to drive a hard 
bargain to be a difficult negotiator o to 
strike a hard bargain to agree a deal 
where the terms are favourable to you 
hard bargain /,ha:d 'ba:gin/ noun a 
bargain with difficult terms 

hard cash /,ha:d 'kæf/ noun money 
in notes and coins which is ready at hand 
o He paid out £100 in hard cash for the 
chair. 

hardened criminal /,ha:dənd 
'krımın(ə)l/ noun a criminal who has 
committed many crimes and who will 
never go straight 

hard labour /,ha:d 'letba/ noun for- 
merly, the punishment of sending some- 
one to prison to do hard manual labour 
harmonise /'ha:mənaız/, harmonize 
verb (in the EU) to try to make things 
such as tax rates or VAT rates the same in 
all Member States 


hawkish /‘ho:k1f/ adjective acting like 
a hawk o The agreement will not satisfy 
the more hawkish members of the Cabi- 
net. 

hazard /'hzzod/ noun a danger 
H-block /'ert f blok/ noun a building in 
a prison built with a central section and 
two end wings, forming the shape of the 
letter H 

headed paper /,hedid 'perpə/ noun a 
notepaper with the name and address of 
the company printed on it 

head lease /hed li:s/ noun the first 
lease given by a freeholder to a tenant 
head licence /‘hed ,lats(a)ns/ noun 
the first licence given by the owner of a 
patent or copyright to someone who will 
use it 

headnote /‘hednoaut/ noun a note at 
the beginning of a law report, giving a 
summary of the case 

head of damage /,hed ov 'dæmıd3/ 
noun an item of damage in a pleading or 
claim 

head of department /,hed ov di 
‘pa:tmont/ noun the person in charge of 
a department 

head of government /hed ov 
'gaAv(a)nmont/ noun the leader of a 
country’s government 

headquarters /hed'kwo:taz/ plural 
noun main office 

heads of agreement /,hedz ov o 
'grixmont/ noun a draft agreement con- 
taining the most important points but not 
all the details 

Health and Safety at Work Act 
/ helð an ,serfti ot 'wark ,ækt/ noun an 
Act of Parliament which regulates what 
employers must do to make sure that 
their employees are kept healthy and safe 
at work 

hear /h1ə/ verb 1. to sense a sound with 
the ears o You can hear the printer in the 
next office. o The traffic makes so much 
noise that I cannot hear my phone ring- 
ing. 2. to have a letter or a phone call 
from someone o We have not heard from 
them for some time. o We hope to hear 


from the lawyers within a few days. 3. to 


listen to the arguments in a court case o 
The judge heard the case in chambers. o 
The case will be heard next month. o The 


Her Majesty’s pleasure 


court has heard the evidence for the de- 
fence. 4. o hear! hear! words used in a 
meeting to show that you agree with the 
person speaking 


hearing /‘hrartn/ noun 1. a case which 
is being heard by a committee, tribunal 
or court of law o The hearing about the 
planning application lasted ten days. a 
hearing in private court case which is 
heard with no member of the public 
present 2. the process of a case being 
considered by an official body o He 
asked to be given a hearing by the full 
council so that he could state his case. 


hearsay evidence / hrəser 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence by a witness 
who has heard it from another source, but 
did not witness the acts personally 
COMMENT: Hearsay evidence may not 
be given as much weight by the court 
as direct witness evidence. If a party 
intends to rely on hearsay evidence, 
they must serve notice to that effect. 
heavily /‘hevili/ adverb o he had to 
borrow heavily to pay the fine he had to 
borrow a lot of money 


heavy /'hevi/ adjective severe or harsh 
o The looters were given heavy jail sen- 
tences. o She was sentenced to pay a 
heavy fine. m noun a strong man em- 
ployed to frighten people (slang) 

heir /ea/ noun somebody who receives 
or will receive property when someone 
dies o His heirs split the estate between 
them. 

heir apparent /,cor a'pzront/ noun 
an heir who will certainly inherit if a per- 
son dies before him 

heiress /'eəres/ noun a female heir 


heirloom /'eəlu:m/ noun a piece of 
family property such as silver, a painting 
or a jewel which has been handed down 
for several generations o The burglars 
stole some family heirlooms. 

heir presumptive /,e9 pri'zamptiv/ 
noun an heir who will inherit if a person 
dies at this moment, but whose inherit- 
ance may be altered in the future 

heirs, successors and assigns 
/,eaz sək ,sesaz ənd a'sainz/ plural 
noun people who have inherited proper- 
ty and had it transferred to them 


heist /harst/ noun a holdup (slang) 


henceforth /hens'fo:0/ adverb from 
this time on o Henceforth it will be more 
difficult to avoid customs examinations. 


here- /h1ə/ prefix this time, or this place 


hereafter /htor'a:fte/ adverb from 
this time or point on 
hereby /hia'bat/ adverb in this way o 


We hereby revoke the agreement of Janu- 
ary Ist 1982. 


hereditament /,herr'ditamont/ noun 
property, including land and buildings, 
which can be inherited 

hereditary /ho'redit(s)ri/ adjective 
passed from one member of a family to 
another 

hereditary office /ho,redit(o)ri 
'pf1s/ noun an official position which is 
inherited 

herein /,hror'tn/ adverb in this docu- 
ment o the conditions stated herein o see 
the reference herein above 
hereinafter /,hrorm'a:fto/ adverb 
stated later in this document o the condi- 
tions hereinafter listed 


hereof /,hior'pv/ adverb of this o in 
confirmation hereof we attach a bank 
statement to confirm this we attach a 
bank statement 

hereto /,hra'tu:/ adverb to this o ac- 
cording to the schedule of payments at- 
tached hereto a as witness hereto as a 
witness of this fact o the parties hereto 
the parties to this agreement 


heretofore /‘hrota,fo:/ adverb previ- 
ously or earlier o the parties heretofore 
acting as trustees 

hereunder / hior'andə/ adverb under 
this heading, or below this phrase o see 
the documents listed hereunder 


herewith /hro'w1ð/ adverb together 
with this letter o please find the cheque 
enclosed herewith 


Her Majesty’s government /,hs: 
imedzoastiz 'gav(a)nmont/ noun the 
official title of the British government 
Her Majesty’s pleasure /,hs: 
‚mæd3əstiz 'pleza/ noun o detention 
at or during Her Majesty’s pleasure 
imprisonment for an indefinite period, 
until the Home Secretary decides that a 
prisoner can be released 


hidden asset 


COMMENT: Used as a punishment for 
people under a disability and children 
who commit murder. 
hidden asset /,hid(s)n 'zset/ noun 
an asset which is valued in the compa- 
ny’s accounts at much less than its true 
market value 
hidden reserves /,hid(9)n ri'z3:vz/ 
plural nounillegal reserves which are not 
declared in the company’s balance sheet 
High Court /hat 'ko:t/, High Court of 
Justice /haı ko:t əv 'd3astis/ noun the 
main civil court in England and Wales, 
based on the six circuits 
High Court of Justiciary /,har ko:t 
av d3a'stifiori/ noun the supreme crim- 
inal court of Scotland 
high judicial office /har d3u:,dif(a)l 
‘pfis/ noun an important position in the 
legal system, e.g. Lord Chancellor, a 
High Court judge, etc. 
high office /,hat 'pf1s/ noun an impor- 
tant position or job 
high official /,hart ə'fıf(©)l/ noun an 
important person in a government de- 
partment 
high seas /,har 'si:z/ plural noun the 
part of the sea which is further than three 
miles or five kilometres from a coast, and 
so is under international jurisdiction 
(NOTE: usually used with ‘the’: an acci- 
dent on the high seas) 
High Sheriff /,har 'ferrf/ noun a sen- 
ior representative appointed by the gov- 
ernment in a county 
high treason /,har 'tri:z(9)n/ noun a 
formal way of referring to treason 
highway /‘hatwet/ noun a road or path 
with a right of way which anyone may 
use 
COMMENT: The Highway Code is not it- 
self part of English law. 
Highway Code /,hatwet 'kaud/ noun 
the rules which govern the behaviour of 
people and vehicles using roads 


hijack /‘hatd3zk/ noun the act of tak- 
ing control by force of a plane, ship, 
train, bus or lorry which is moving o The 
hijack was organised by a group of oppo- 
nents to the government. m verb to take 
control by force of a moving plane, ship, 
train, bus or lorry, with passengers on 
board o The plane was hijacked by six 


armed terrorists. o The bandits hijacked 
the lorry and killed the driver. 

hijacker /'hardzækə/ noun somebody 
who hijacks a vehicle 

hijacking /‘hatd3ek1y/ noun the act 
of taking control of a moving plane, ship, 
train, bus or lorry by force o The hijack- 
ing took place just after the plane took 
off. o There have been six hijackings so 


far this year. 


Hilary /‘hilari/ noun 1. one of the four 
sittings of the law courts 2. one of the 
four law terms 

hire purchase agreement /,haro 
'psitfis 9,grizmont/ noun a contract to 
pay for something by instalments 
hire-purchase company /,harə 
‘paitfis ,kamp(a)ni/ noun a company 
which provides money for hire purchase 
(NOTE: The US term is installment 
plan.) 

hirer /‘hatra/ noun somebody who 
hires something 

hit and run /,hit on 'ran/ noun a situ- 
ation where a vehicle hits someone and 
continues without stopping 

hit man /‘hit mzn/ noun a person who 
will kill someone for a fee (slang) 
hoax /hauks/ noun an action which is 
designed to trick someone into believing 
something o hoax phone call call to in- 
form the police or fire service of a dan- 
gerous situation which does not exist 
hoc » ad hoc 

hold /hauld/ verb 1. to keep someone in 
custody o The prisoners are being held 
in the police station. o Twenty people 
were held in the police raid. o She was 
held for six days without being able to 
see her lawyer. 2. to give as a formal de- 
cision o The court held that there was no 
case to answer. o The appeal judge held 
that the defendant was not in breach of 
his statutory duty. (NOTE: holding — 
held) 

holder /'həuldə/ noun 1. somebody 
who owns or keeps something o the 
holder of an insurance policy or a policy 
holder o She is a British passport holder 
or she is the holder of a British passport. 
2. the person to whom a cheque is made 
payable and who has possession of it 3. 
somebody who is holding a bill of ex- 


homicidal 


change or promissory note 4. something 
which keeps or protects something 


holder in due course /,houldo in 
dju: 'kors/ noun somebody who takes a 
bill, promissory note or cheque before it 
becomes overdue or is dishonoured 


holding /‘havldin/ noun a ruling given 
by a court of law, especially one that de- 
cides a legal issue raised by a particular 
case 

holding charge /‘hauldiy tfa:d3/ 
noun a minor charge brought against 
someone so that he or she can be held in 
custody while more serious charges are 
being prepared 

holding over /‘hauldm əuvə/, 
holdover US noun a situation where a 
person who had a lease for a period con- 
tinues to occupy the property after the 
end of the lease 


hold out /,hould 'aut/ verb 1. to be- 
have in a way which misleads others o he 
held himself out as a director of the 
company he behaved as if he were a di- 
rector of the company 2. o to hold out 
for to ask for something and refuse to act 
until you get what you asked for o He 
held out for a 50% discount. 


hold to /‘hauld tu:/ verb not to allow 
something to change o we will try to 
hold him to the contract we will try to 
make sure that he follows the terms of 
the contract o the government hopes to 
hold wage increases to 5% the govern- 
ment hopes that wage increases will not 
be more than 5% 

hold up /,hauld 'ap/ verb 1. to go into 
a bank, stop a lorry, etc., in order to steal 
money o Six gunmen held up the bank or 
the security van. 2. to stay at a high level 
o Share prices have held up well. o Sales 
held up during the tourist season. 3. to 
delay o The shipment has been held up at 
the customs. o Payment will be held up 
until the contract has been signed. 
hold-up /‘hauld ap/ noun 1. the act of 
holding up a bank, etc. o The gang com- 
mitted three armed hold-ups on the same 
day. 2. a delay o The traffic congestion 
caused hold-ups for people on their way 
to work. 

holiday entitlement /‘holider m 
,tart(a)lmoant/ noun the number of days’ 


paid holiday which an employee has the 
right to take 


holiday pay /‘holider pe1/ noun a sal- 
ary which is still paid during the holiday 
holograph /‘hvlagra:f/ noun a docu- 
ment written by hand 


holographic will /,hologreftk 'wil/ 
noun US same as holograph will 


holograph will /hologra:f  ,wil/ 
noun a will, written out by hand, and not 
necessarily witnessed 

home court /‘houm ko:t/ noun the 
County Court for the district in which a 
defendant lives or has his or her address 
for service (NOTE: The US term is do- 
mestic court.) 


homeless person /,həumləs 
'p3:s(9)n/ noun a person with no fixed 
accommodation, who is therefore eligi- 
ble for the provision of accommodation 
by a local council 


home market /,houm 'ma:kıt/ noun 
the market in the country where the sell- 
ing company is based 

Home Office /‘haum ,pfis/ noun Brit- 
ish government ministry dealing with in- 
ternal affairs including law and order, the 
police and prisons 

Home Office pathologist /həum 
iDf1s po'Onladzist/ noun an official 
government pathologist employed by the 
Home Office to examine corpses 


Home Secretary /,houm 
'sekrat(9)ri/ noun a member of the Brit- 
ish government, the minister in charge of 
the Home Office, dealing with law and 
order, the police and prisons 
COMMENT: In most countries the gov- 
ernment department dealing with the 
internal order of the country is called 
the Ministry of the Interior, with a Min- 
ister of the Interior in charge. 
homestead /‘houmsted/ noun US the 
house and land where a family lives 
COMMENT: A homestead cannot be the 
subject of a sale by court order to sat- 
isfy creditors. 
home trade /,haum 'trerd/ noun trade 
in the country where a company is based 


homicidal /,hom1'said(a)l/ adjective 
(of a person) likely or wanting to com- 
mit murder 


homicide 


homicide /‘homisaid/ noun 1. the ac- 
cidental or illegal killing of a person o 
He was found guilty of homicide. o The 
homicide rate has doubled in the last ten 
years. 2. murder 
COMMENT: Homicide covers the 
crimes of murder, manslaughter and 
infanticide. 
Homicide Squad /'homı, sard 
skwod/ noun US a department of a po- 
lice force which deals with cases of mur- 
der 


honest /'pnist/ adjective not lying or 
cheating o to play the honest broker to 
act for the parties in a negotiation to try 
to help them agree to a solution 


honestly /'pnistli/ adverb acting in an 
open and truthful way 


honesty /'pnisti/ noun the fact of be- 
ing open and truthful o The court praised 
the witness for her honesty in informing 
the police of the crime. 


honorarium /,pno'resriam/ noun a 
sum of money paid to a professional per- 
son such as an accountant or a lawyer 
which is less than a full fee 


honour /'pno/ verb to accept and pay a 
cheque or bill of exchange (NOTE: The 
US spelling is honor.) o to honour a 
debt to pay a debt because it is owed and 
is correct o to honour a signature to pay 
something because the signature is cor- 
rect 


hoodlum /‘hu:dlam/ noun US a gang- 
ster 


hooligan /‘hu:ligan/ noun somebody 
who behaves violently in public o The 
police put up barriers to prevent the foot- 
ball hooligans from damaging property. 
hooliganism /‘hu:liganiz(9)m/ noun 
violent behaviour o football hooligan- 
ism violent behaviour by football sup- 
porters in connection with football 
matches 


hopper /'hopo/ noun US a box where 
bills are put after being introduced in the 
House of Representatives 

horse-trading /ho:s ,trerdij/ noun 
bargaining between groups of people to 
obtain a general agreement for some- 
thing o After a period of horse-trading, 
the committee agreed on the election of a 


member of one of the smaller parties as 
Chairman. 


hospital block /‘hospit(s)l blok/ 
noun the section of a prison which con- 
tains the hospital 

hospital order /,hvspit(o)l 'o:do/ 
noun a court order putting an insane of- 
fender in hospital instead of in prison 


hostage /'hpst1d3/ noun a person cap- 
tured by an enemy or by criminals and 
kept until a ransom is paid o She was tak- 
en hostage by the guerillas. o The ban- 
dits took away the bank manager and 
kept him hostage. o The terrorists re- 
leased three hostages. 


hostage taker /,hostid3 'terka/ noun 
somebody who takes someone hostage o 
Two of the hostage takers were killed ina 
shootout with the security forces. 


hostile /'hostaıl/ adjective not friendly 


hostile witness /,hostal 'witnos/ 
noun a witness called by a party, whose 
evidence goes unexpectedly against that 
party, and who can then be cross-exam- 
ined by his own side as if he were giving 
evidence for the other side o She was 
ruled a hostile witness by the judge. 


hot /hot/ adjective stolen or illegal 
(informal) o hot jewels o a hot car 


hotchpot /'hotfpot/ noun the act of 
bringing together into one fund money to 
be distributed under a will 


hotchpot rule /‘hotfppot ru:l/ noun 
the rule that money passed to one child 
during his or her lifetime by a deceased 
person should be counted as part of the 
total estate to be distributed to all the 
children in the case where the person 
died intestate 


hot money /, hnt 'mani/ noun 1. mon- 
ey which is moved from country to coun- 
try to get the best interest rates 2. stolen 
money, or money which has been ob- 
tained illegally 

hot pursuit /,hot po'sju:t/ noun the 
right in international law to chase a ship 
into international waters, or to chase sus- 
pected criminals across an international 
border into another country 

house /hauz/ noun one of the two parts 
of the British Parliament (the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords) o The 


hung jury 


minister brought a matter to the attention 
of the House. 

house arrest /‘haus 9,rest/ noun the 
situation of being ordered by a court to 
stay in your house and not to leave it o 
The opposition leader has been under 
house arrest for six years. 


housebreaker /‘hausbretka/ noun 
US a burglar, a person who breaks into 
houses and steals things 


housebreaking /‘hausbretk1n/ noun 
US burglary, entering a house and steal- 
ing things 

household effects /haushould 1 
'fekts/ plural noun furniture and other 
items used in a house, and moved with 
the owner when he or she moves house 


householder /‘haushoulds/ noun 
somebody who occupies a private house 


House of Commons /,haus ov 
'komənz/ noun 1. the lower house of the 
British Parliament, made up of 659 elect- 
ed members 2. the lower house of a leg- 
islature (as in Canada) 


COMMENT: Members of the House of 
Commons (called MPs) are elected for 
five years, which is the maximum 
length of a Parliament. Bills can be 
presented in either the House of Com- 
mons or House of Lords, and sent to 
the other chamber for discussion and 
amendment. All bills relating to reve- 
nue must be introduced in the House 
of Commons, and most other bills are 
introduced there also. 


House of Lords /,haus ov 'lo:dz/ 
noun the non-elected upper house of Par- 
liament in the United Kingdom, made up 
of life peers, some hereditary peers and 
some bishops 
COMMENT: The composition of the 
House of Lords was changed by the 
House of Lords act 1999; hereditary 
peers no longer sit there by right, al- 
though 92 remain, elected by their own 
party or crossbench (non-party) 
groups, or as Deputy Speakers, Com- 
mittee Chairs, or to fill two hereditary 
royal appointments, the Earl Marshal 
and the Lord Great Chamberlain. As a 
court, the decisions of the House of 
Lords are binding on all other courts, 
and the only appeal from the House of 
Lords is to the European Court of Jus- 
tice. 


House of Representatives /,haus 
av repri'zentotivz/ noun 1. US the 


lower house of the Congress of the Unit- 
ed States, made up of 435 elected mem- 
bers 2. the lower house of a legislature 
(as in Australia) 
COMMENT: The members of the House 
of Representatives (called Congress- 
men) are elected for two years. All bills 
relating to revenue must originate in 
the House of Representatives; other- 
wise bills can be proposed in either the 
House or the Senate and sent to the 
other chamber for discussion and 
amendment. 
house property /‘havs ,propoti/ 
noun private houses, not shops, offices 
or factories 
human error /,hju:mon 'era/ noun a 
mistake made by a person, not by a ma- 
chine 
human rights /,hju:mon 'rarts/ plu- 
ral noun the rights of individual men and 
women to basic freedoms such as free- 
dom of association, freedom of speech 
COMMENT: The Human Rights Act 
1998, in force since October 2000, in- 
corporated into UK law the European 
Convention for the Protection of Hu- 
man Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms. The Convention rights may 
now be relied on by litigants in the UK 
without the need to take a case to the 
European Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg. 
human rights act /,hju:mon 'raits 
,ekt/ noun legislation introduced into 
domestic law for the whole of the UK in 
October 2000, in order to comply with 
the obligations set out in European Con- 
vention of Human Rights. The Act cre- 
ates a statutory duty that all laws, past or 
present, must be interpreted in a way that 
is compatible to the Convention. 
humble address /,hambol o'dres/ 
noun a formal communication from one 
or both Houses of Parliament to the 
Queen 
hung /han/ adjective with no majority 
hunger strike /‘hango strark/ nouna 
protest, often by a prisoner, where the 
person refuses to eat until his or her de- 
mands have been met o He went on hun- 
ger strike until the prison authorities al- 
lowed him to receive mail. 
hung jury /,hay 'd3uəri/ noun a jury 
which cannot arrive at a unanimous or 
majority verdict 


hung parliament 


hung parliament /,hay 'pa:lomont/ 
noun a parliament where no single party 
has enough votes to form a government 
hurdle /hs:d(a)l/ noun something 
which prevents something happening o 
The defendant will have to overcome two 
hurdles if his appeal is to be successful. 
hush money /'haf ,mani/ noun mon- 
ey paid to someone to stop him or her 
talking (informal) 
hustings /‘hastmz/ noun n at the 
hustings at a parliamentary election 
COMMENT: The hustings were formerly 
the booths where votes were taken, or 
the platform on which candidates 


stood to speak, but now the word is 
used simply to mean ‘an election’. 


Hybrid Bill /‘hatbrid bil/ noun a term 
used to refer to a Public Bill which af- 
fects the private interests of a particular 
person or organisation 


hybrid offence /harbrid ə'fens/ 
noun an offence which can be tried ei- 
ther by magistrates or by a judge and jury 


hypothecation /har,pp00'kerf(9)n/ 
noun 1. the use of property such as secu- 
rities as collateral for a loan, without 
transferring legal ownership to the lend- 
er, as opposed to a mortgage, where the 
lender holds the title to the property 2. 
the action of earmarking money derived 
from specific sources for related expend- 
iture, e.g. investing the taxes from private 
cars or petrol sales solely in public trans- 
port 


hypothetical question /,harpo 
Oetik(9)l 'kwestf(a)n/ noun a question 
about a possible rather than an actual sit- 
uation which is posed for discussion dur- 
ing a decision-making process 


ibid /'ıbıd/, ibidem adverb just the 
same, or in the same place in a book 


ICC abbreviation International Criminal 
Court 


id /1d/, idem pronoun the same thing, or 
the same person 


ID abbreviation identity 


identification /at,dentif1'ke1J(9)n/ 
noun the act of identifying someone or 
something 


identification parade /a1,dentrf1 
'kerf(ə)n pa,reid/ noun an arrangement 
where a group of people including a sus- 
pect stand in a line at a police station so 
that a witness can point out the person 
whom he or she recognises 


identify /a1'dent1,fat/ verb to say who 
someone is or what something is o She 
was able to identify her attacker. o Pas- 
sengers were asked to identify their suit- 
cases. o The dead man was identified by 
his fingerprints. 


Identikit /at'dentrkit/ noun a trade- 
mark for a method of making a picture of 
a criminal from descriptions given by 
witnesses, using pieces of photographs 
and drawings of different types of faces o 
The police issued an identikit picture of 
the mugger. (NOTE: Now replaced by 
Photofit pictures.) 


identity /ar'dentiti/ noun who some- 
one is o he changed his identity he as- 
sumed a different name, changed his ap- 
pearance, etc., (usually done to avoid be- 
ing recognised) o he was asked for 
proof of identity he was asked to prove 
he really was the person he said he was o 
case of mistaken identity situation 
where a person is wrongly thought to be 
someone else 


identity of parties /ai,dentiti ov 
'pa:tiz/ noun a situation where the par- 
ties in different actions are the same 


identity parade /ar'dentiti po,re1d/ 
noun same as identification parade 


identity theft /ar'dentiti 8eft/ noun 
the theft of personal data such as the de- 
tails of someone’s credit card 


ignorance /'1gnorans/ noun lack of 
knowledge o ignorance of the law is no 
excuse the fact that someone does not 
know that he or she has committed an of- 
fence does not make the offence any the 
less 

ignorantia legis non excusat, ig- 
norantia legis neminem excusat, ig- 
norantia legis haud excusat phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘ignorance of the 
law is not an excuse for anyone’ 


ILEX abbreviation institute of legal ex- 
ecutives 

illegal /1'li:g(a)l/ adjective not legal in 
criminal law o the illegal carrying of 
arms o Illegal immigrants are deported. 


illegal contract /1,li:g(9)l ‘kontrekt/ 
noun a contract which cannot be en- 
forced in law, e.g. a contract to commit a 
crime 

illegal immigrant /1,lizg(a)l 
'ımıgrənt/ noun somebody who enters a 
country to live permanently without hav- 
ing the permission of the government to 
do so 


illegality /tli:'gzeliti/ noun the fact of 
being illegal 

illegitimacy /,1l1'd31trmasi/ noun the 
state of being illegitimate 

illegitimate /,1l1'd3z1ttmot/ adjective 
1. against the law 2. born to parents who 
are not married to each other 


illicit 


COMMENT: Children who are illegiti- 
mate can nevertheless inherit from 
their parents. 
illicit /1'listt/ adjective not allowed by 
the law or by other rules o illicit sale of 
alcohol o trade in illicit alcohol 


ILO abbreviation International Labour 
Organization 


IMF abbreviation International Mone- 
tary Fund 


imitation /,1m1'terf(9)n/ noun some- 
thing which copies another o beware of 
imitations be careful not to buy low 
quality goods which are made to look 
like other more expensive items 


immaterial /,1mo'ttoriol/ adjective 
not relevant or important o immaterial 
evidence evidence that is not relevant to 
a particular case 

immemorial /,1ma'mo:rial/ adjective 
so old it cannot be remembered o from 
time immemorial for so long that no one 
can remember when it started o Villagers 
said that there had been a footpath 
across the field from time immemorial. 


immemorial existence 
/ ıməmaə;riəl 1g'z1stans/ noun the peri- 
od before 1189, the date from which 
events are supposed to be remembered. ù 
legal memory 

immigrant /'ımıgrənt/ noun some- 
body who moves to this country to live 
permanently 

immigrate /'ımıgrert/ verb to move to 
this country to live permanently. Com- 
pare emigrate 

immigration /,1m1'gre1f(9)n/ noun an 
act of moving into a country to live per- 
manently 

Immigration Laws /,1m1'grerf(9)n 
lorz/ plural noun legislation regarding 
immigration into a country 
immigration officer /,1m1'gretf(a)n 
\Df1sa/ noun an official at an airport or 
port, whose job is to check the passports 
and visas of people entering the country 
immoral earnings /1,mprəl '3:n1nz/ 
plural noun money earned from prostitu- 
tion 

immovable /1'mu:vab(9)l/ adjective 
being unable to be moved 


immovable property /1,mu:vəb(ə)l 
‘propoti/ noun houses and other build- 
ings on land, as well as land itself 
immunity /1'mju:niti/ noun protec- 
tion from arrest or prosecution o when 
he offered to give information to the 
police, he was granted immunity from 
prosecution he was told he would not be 
prosecuted 
COMMENT: Immunity from prosecution 
is also granted to magistrates, counsel 
and witnesses as regards their state- 
ments in judicial proceedings. Families 
and servants of diplomats may be cov- 
ered by diplomatic immunity. In the 
USA, immunity is the protection of 
members of Congress against being 
sued for libel or slander for statements 
made on the floor of the House (in the 
UK this is called privilege). 
impanel verb US same as empanel 
impartial /mm'pa:f(o)l/ adjective not 
biased or prejudiced o to give someone a 
fair and impartial hearing o A judgment 
must be impartial. 
impartiality /1m,pa:fi'zliti/ noun the 
state of being impartial o The newspa- 
pers doubted the impartiality of the 
judge. 
impartially /im'pa:f(e)li/ adverb not 
showing any bias or favour towards 
someone o The adjudicator has to decide 
impartially between the two parties. 
impeach /tm'pi:tf/ verb 1. formerly, 
to charge a person with treason before 
Parliament 2. US to charge a head of 
state with treason 3. US to charge any 
government official with misconduct 4. 
US to discredit a witness 
impeachment /1m'pi:t{mont/ noun 
1. US a charge of treason brought against 
a head of state 2. in the USA, a charge of 
misconduct against any public official 
impersonate /1m'ps:sanert/ verb to 
pretend to be someone else o He gained 
entrance to the house by impersonating a 
local authority inspector. 
impersonation /1m,p3:so'nerf(9)n/ 
noun the activity of pretending to be 
someone else in order to deceive people 
o He was charged with impersonation of 
a police officer. 
impleader /1m'pli:da/ noun US a pro- 
cedure to join a third party to an original 
action, undertaken either by the plaintiff 


imprisonment 


or the defendant (NOTE: The British 
equivalent is third party proceed- 
ings.) 

implication /,1mpli'kerf(a)n/ noun 1. 
the possible effect of an action o What 
will the implications of this decision be? 
2. an involvement with a crime or some- 
thing that is morally wrong o The news- 
paper revealed his implication in the af- 
fair of the stolen diamonds. 3. a sugges- 
tion that something such as a criticism or 
accusation is true although it has not 
been expressed directly o I resent the im- 
plication that I knew anything about the 
report in advance. 

implicit /1m'plistt/ adjective implied 
rather than clearly stated 

implied /1m 'platd/ adjective being pre- 
sumed to exist or which can be estab- 
lished by circumstantial evidence 
implied contract /1m,plaid kon 
'trækt/ noun an agreement which is 
considered to be a contract, because the 
parties intended it to be a contract or be- 
cause the law considers it to be a contract 
implied malice /im,platd 'melis/ 
noun the intention to commit grievous 
bodily harm on someone 

implied term /tm'plaid ta:m/ noun a 
term in a contract which is not clearly set 
out in the contract. Compare express 
term 

implied terms and conditions /1m 
plaid t3:imz on kon'dif(a)nz/ plural 
noun terms and conditions which are not 
written in a contract, but which are legal- 
ly taken to be present in the contract 
implied trust /1m,plaid 'trast/ noun 
a trust which is implied by the intentions 
and actions of the parties 

imply /tm'plat/ verb to suggest that 
something may be true without stating it 
clearly o Counsel implied that the wit- 
ness had not in fact seen the accident 
take place. o Do you wish to imply that 
the police acted improperly? 

import licence /‘tmpo:t lars(ə)ns/ 
noun a permit which allows a company 
to bring a particular type of product into 
a country 

import permit /Impo:t ,ps:mit/ 
noun an official document which allows 
goods to be imported 


import quota /'ımpo:t ,kwauto/ 
noun a fixed quantity of a particular type 
of goods which the government allows to 
be imported o The government has im- 
posed a quota on the import of cars. o 
The quota on imported cars has been lift- 
ed. 

import surcharge /‘Impoi:t 
/S3itfard3/ noun an extra charge on im- 
ported goods 


import trade /'ımpo:t trerd/ noun the 
business of buying from other countries 
importune /,1mpo'tju:n/ verb (of 
prostitutes looking for clients, or of men 
looking for prostitutes) to ask someone 
to have sexual relations 

importuning /,1mpo'tju:nm/ noun 
the crime of asking someone to have sex- 
ual relations with you, usually for money 


impose /ım'pəuz/ verb 1. to ask some- 
one to pay a fine o to impose a tax on bi- 
cycles o The court imposed a fine of 
£100. o They tried to impose a ban on 
smoking. 2. to put a tax or a duty on 
goods o The government imposed a spe- 
cial duty on oil. o The customs have im- 
posed a 10% tax increase on electrical 
items. 

imposition /,1mpo'z1f(9)n/ noun the 
introduction of something such as a rule 
or tax 

impossibility of performance /ım 
\posabiliti əv po'formons/ noun a situ- 
ation where a party to a contract is una- 
ble to perform his or her part of the con- 
tract 

impound /tm'paund/ verb to take 
something away and keep it until a tax is 
paid or until documents are checked to 
see if they are correct o The customs im- 
pounded the whole cargo. 
impounding /1m'paundin/ noun the 
act of taking something and keeping it 
imprison /tm'priz(a)n/ verb to put 
someone in prison o He was imprisoned 
by the secret police for six months. 


imprisonment = /1m'priz(9)nmont/ 
noun the punishment of being put in 
prison o The penalty for the first offence 
is a fine of £200 or six weeks’ imprison- 
ment. o a term of imprisonment time 
which a prisoner has to spend in prison o 


improper 


He was sentenced to the maximum term 
of imprisonment. 
COMMENT: Life imprisonment is a term 
of many years, but in the UK not nec- 
essarily for the rest of the prisoners 
life. 
improper /ım'propə/ adjective not 
correct, not as it should be 
improperly /tm'prvpali/ adverb not 
correctly o The police constable’s report 
was improperly made out. o She was ac- 
cused of acting improperly in going to 
see the prisoner’s father. 
impunity /im'pju:niti/ noun o with 
impunity without punishment o No one 
can flout the law with impunity. 


imputation /,mpju:'terf(a)n/ noun a 
suggestion that someone has done some- 
thing wrong 

imputation of malice 
/impjui:terf(a)n ov 'melis/ noun the 
suggestion that someone acted out of 
malice 


impute /1m'pju:t/ verb to suggest o to 
impute a motive to someone to suggest 
that someone had a motive in acting as he 
did 

in absentia /in æb'senfə/ adverb in 
someone’s absence o She was tried and 
sentenced to death in absentia. 


inadmissible /,1nod'misib(9)l/ ad- 
jective not able to be used in court as ev- 
idence 


inalienable /1n'etlisnab(a)l/ adjective 
referring to a right which cannot be taken 
away from a person or transferred to 
someone else 

inapplicable /,mo'plikab(o)l/ adjec- 
tive being unable to be applied o The 
government argued that the national leg- 
islation had not been applied and was in- 
applicable in this case. 

Inc abbreviation incorporated 

in camera /in 'kem(a)ro/ adverb with 
no members of the public permitted to be 
present o The case was heard in camera. 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has been replaced by in private.) 
incapable /ın'kerpəb(ə)l/ adjective 
not able o He was incapable of fulfilling 
the terms of the contract. o A child is 


considered legally incapable of commit- 
ting a crime. 

incapacity /,1nks'pesiti/ noun the 
state of not being legally able to do 
something o The court had to act be- 
cause of the incapacity of the trustees. 


incarcerate /in'ka:sorett/ verb to put 
in prison o He was incarcerated in a 
stone tower. 


incarceration /in,karso're1f(a)n/ 
noun an act of putting a criminal in pris- 
on 

inception /mn'sepfan/ noun a begin- 
ning o Some people believe that subsidi- 
arity has existed in the Community ever 
since its inception. 


incest /'Insest/ noun a notifiable of- 
fence of having sexual intercourse with a 
close relative such as a daughter, son, 
mother or father 


in chambers /in 'tfermboz/ adverb 
in the office of a judge and not in a court- 
room o The judge heard the application 
in chambers. 

inchoate /ın'kəvət/ adjective just be- 
ginning to form but not complete 
inchoate instrument /im,kouot 
‘instrumont/ noun a document which is 
not complete 

inchoate offences /in,kovot ə 
'fenss/ plural noun offences such as in- 
citement, attempt or conspiracy to com- 
mit a crime even though the crime itself 
may not have been committed 
incidence /'1nsid(a)ns/ noun how of- 
ten something happens o The incidence 
of cases of rape has increased over the 
last years. o A high incidence of acci- 
dents relating to drunken drivers. 
incident /'insıd(ə)nt/ noun something 
which happens at a particular time, e.g. a 
crime, accident or violent event o Three 
incidents were reported when police ve- 
hicles were attacked by a crowd. m adjec- 
tive n incident to something depending 
on something else 

incidental /,1nsi'dent(a)l/ adjective 
not important 

incidental expenses /,Insident(a)l 
tk'spensiz/ plural noun small amounts 
of money spent on different things at var- 
ious times in connection with an activity 


incumbrance 


o an allowance for travel, meals and in- 
cidental expenses 
incident room /‘insid(a)nt ru:m/ 
nouna special room in a police station to 
deal with a particular crime or accident 
incident tape /'ınsıd(ə)nt terp/ noun 
wide yellow and black tape that is used to 
isolate an area and keep people away 
from a crime scene (NOTE: The US term 
is crime scene tape.) 
incite /mn'sart/ verb to encourage, per- 
suade or advise someone to commit a 
crime 
incitement /1n'sattmont/ noun the 
crime of encouraging, persuading or ad- 
vising someone to commit a crime 
COMMENT: It is not necessary for a 
crime to have been committed for in- 
citement to be proved. 
incitement to racial hatred /in 
saitmont tə ,rerf(a)l ‘hertrid/ noun 
the offence of encouraging people by 
words, actions or writing to attack others 
because of their race 
inciter /1n'satta/ noun somebody who 
incites someone to commit a crime 
income /‘inkam/ noun money that a 
person receives as salary, dividend or in- 
terest o income from rents money re- 
ceived from allowing other people to use 
property such as offices, houses or land 
that you own 
income bracket /mkam_brekit/ 
noun a range between two amounts of 
income, to which a specific tax percent- 
age applies o People in the lowest income 
bracket pay the lowest rate of tax. 
income support /inkam so,po:t/ 
noun financial help given by the state to 
families with low incomes. An individu- 
al must not work more than sixteen hours 
a week in order to qualify. 
income tax /'‘mkam teks/ noun a tax 
on salaries and wages, calculated at dif- 
ferent rates according to how much you 
earn 
incompetency /in'kompit(ə)nsi/ 
noun the state of not being legally com- 
petent to do something 
incompetent /in'kompit(a)nt/ ad- 
jective 1. unable to carry out duties to the 
required standard o The sales manager is 
quite incompetent. o The company has 


an incompetent sales director. 2. not le- 
gally able to do something o He is in- 
competent to sign the contract. 


incorporate /in'ko:pə,rert/ verb 1. to 
bring something in to be part of some- 
thing else, e.g. to make a document part 
of another document o Income from the 
1998 acquisition is incorporated into the 
accounts. o The list of markets is incor- 
porated into the main contract. 2. to 
form a registered company o a company 
incorporated in the USA o an incorpo- 
rated company o J. Doe Incorporated 


incorporation /in,ko:pə'rerf(o)n/ 
noun the act of incorporating a company 


incorporeal /,mko:'po:rial/ adjective 
not having physical form, so being una- 
ble to be touched 


incorporeal chattels /,mkos:po:rial 
'tfeet(a)lz/ plural noun items such as 
patents and copyrights which have intel- 
lectual rather than physical existence 


incorporeal hereditaments 
/inkorpo:rial ,her1'ditaments/ plural 
noun rights such as patents or copyrights 
which can form part of an estate and be 
inherited 


incorrigible /m'korid31b(o)l/ adjec- 
tive having bad behaviour and unwilling 
to change it 


incriminate /tn'krimimert/ verb to 
show that a person has committed a 
criminal act o He was incriminated by 
the recorded message he sent to the vic- 
tim. 


incriminating /in'kriminertin/ ad- 
jective which shows that someone has 
committed a crime o Incriminating evi- 
dence was found in his car. 


incumbent /in'kambont/ adjective o 
it is incumbent upon him he has to do 
this, because it is his duty o It is incum- 
bent on us to check our facts before mak- 
ing an accusation. o It is incumbent upon 


justices to give some warning of their 


doubts about a case. m noun somebody 
who holds an official position o There 
will be no changes in the governor’s staff 
while the present incumbent is still in of- 


fice. 


incumbrance /in'kambrons/ noun 
same as encumbrance 


incur 


incur /tn'k3:/ verb to make yourself li- 
able to o to incur the risk of a penalty 
to make it possible that you risk paying a 
penalty o to incur debts, costs to do 
something which means that you owe 
money, that you will have to pay costs o 
the company has incurred heavy costs 
to implement the development pro- 
gramme the company has had to pay 
large sums of money 

incuriam » per incuriam 

indebted /mn'detid/ adjective owing 
money to someone o to be indebted to a 
property company 

indebtedness /tn'detidnas/ noun 
the amount of money owed by someone 
indecency /in'di:s(a)nsi/ noun the 
state of being offensive and shocking to 
most people n to commit an act of gross 
indecency (of a man) to have unlawful 
sexual contact with another man or with 
a child 

indecent /in'di:s(a)nt/ adjective 1. of- 
fensive and shocking to most people, es- 
pecially in relation to sexual matters 2. 
not polite and considerate o indecent 
haste unsuitably fast action o They ac- 
cepted the suggestion of compensation 
with indecent haste. 

indecent assault /in,di:sont 9'so:It/ 
noun the crime of assaulting a person to- 
gether with an indecent act or proposal 
indecent exposure /1n,di:s(9)nt 1k 
'spəu3ə/ noun an offence where a male 
person shows his sexual organs in a pub- 
lic place 

indefeasible right /,mdrfi:z1b(o)l 
'rart/ noun a right which cannot be made 
void 

indemnification /indemnif1'kerfan/ 
noun payment for damage 

indemnify /m'demnifat/ verb to pay 
for damage suffered o to indemnify 
someone for a loss 

indemnity /1n'demniti/ noun 1. com- 
pensation for a loss or a wrong 2. a state- 
ment of liability to pay compensation for 
a loss or for a wrong in a transaction to 
which you are a party o She had to pay 
an indemnity of £100. Compare guaran- 
tee. » letter of indemnity (NOTE: The 
person making an indemnity is primari- 
ly liable and can be sued by the person 


with whom he makes the transaction.) 
3. (in civil cases) the right of someone to 
recover from a third party the amount 
which is liable to be paid 

indenture /m'dentfo/ noun a deed 
made between two or more parties m verb 
to contract with a trainee who will work 
for some years to learn a trade o He was 
indentured to a builder. 


indentures /1n'dentfaz/ noun a con- 
tract by which a trainee craftsman works 
for a master for some years to learn a 
trade 


independence /,1nd1'pendons/ noun 
freedom from the rule, control or influ- 
ence of others o The colony struggled to 
achieve independence. o Britain granted 
her colonies independence in the years 
after the Second World War. o An inde- 
pendence movement grew in the colony. 
independent /,1nd1'pendont/ adjec- 
tive not controlled by anyone else 
independent rights /,tndr'pendant 
raits/ plural noun rights of employed 
people, students, retired people and peo- 
ple with private incomes, to enter, live 
and work in a EU country 

indict /ın'dart/ verb to charge someone 
with a crime o She was indicted for mur- 
der. 


indictable offence /in,dartəb(ə)l ə 
'fens/ noun formerly, a serious offence 
which could be tried in the Crown Court 
(NOTE: Now called notifiable offence.) 
indictment /m'dattmont/ noun a 
written statement of the details of the 
crime with which someone is charged in 
the Crown Court o The clerk to the jus- 
tices read out the indictment. 

indirect discrimination /,mdarrekt 
sekjual dis ,krimi'nerf(a)n/ noun dis- 
crimination caused by the application of 
an abstract principle, where the result is 
that people of different sexes are treated 
differently 

indirect sexual discrimination 
/,mdairekt sekjual dis, krim1 
'nerf(ə)n/ noun an instance of sexual 
discrimination that is covert, where em- 
ployment conditions are such that it 
would be difficult for one sex to fulfil 
them An example would be where pro- 
motion is based on continuous employ- 


in flagrante delicto 


ment, meaning that a woman taking ma- 
ternity leave be less likely to get promot- 
ed than a man where all else is equal. ù 
direct sexual discrimination 


individual exemption 
/,individ3uel 1g'zempf(a)n/ noun an 
exemption granted to a person or small 
business, exempting them from specific 
obligations 


individual retirement account 
/ndividzuel ri'tarament o,kaunt/ 
noun US a privately managed pension 
plan, to which individuals can make con- 
tributions which are separate from a 
company pension plan. Abbreviation 
IRA (NOTE: The British equivalent is a 
personal pension plan.) 


indorse /1n'do:s/ verb to write some- 
thing on the back of a document, espe- 
cially to note details of a claimant’s 
claim on a writ o The writ was indorsed 
with details of the claimant’s claim. o he 
indorsed the cheque over to his solici- 
tor he signed the cheque on the back so 
as to make it payable to his solicitor 


indorsement /in'do:smont/ noun the 
act of writing notes on a document, espe- 
cially writing the details of a claimant’s 
claim on a writ 


induce /in'dju:s/ verb to help persuade 
someone to do something o He was in- 
duced to steal the plans by an offer of a 
large amount of money. 


inducement /mn'dju:smont/ noun 
something which helps to persuade 
someone to do something o They offered 
him a company car as an inducement to 
stay. 


inducement to break contract /in 
,dju:smont to brerk 'kontrakt/ noun 
the tort of persuading someone to break 
a contract he or she has entered into 


industrial /m'dastrial/ adjective re- 
lating to work 


industrial accident /tm,dastrial 
‘eeksid(a)nt/ noun an accident which 
takes place at work 


industrial arbitration tribunal /m 
dastrial ,arbr'trerf(a)n trar,bjumn(a)l/ 
noun a court which decides in industrial 
disputes o to accept the ruling of the ar- 
bitration board 


industrial development /īn 
,dastrial di'velapmont/ noun the plan- 
ning and building of new industries in 
special areas 

industrial disputes /in,dastrial di 
'spju:t/ plural noun arguments between 
management and workers 

industrial espionage /tn,dastrial 
'espiəna:3/ noun the activity of trying to 
find out the secrets of a competitor’s 
work or products, usually by illegal 
means 

industrial estate /m'dastrial 1,stert/ 
noun an area of land near a town special- 
ly for factories and warehouses 
industrial injuries /tm,dastrial 
'md3oriz/ plural noun injuries caused to 
employees at work 

industrial property /m,dastriəl 
'propəti/ noun an item with intellectual 
rather than physical existence such as a 
patent, trademark or company name 
which is owned by a company 
industrial relations /in,dastrial rr 
'‘lerf(a)nz/ plural noun relations be- 
tween management and workers 
industrial tribunal /in,dastrial trar 
'bju:n(9)l/ noun same as employment 
tribunal 

in esse /,m 'eser/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘in being’ 

infant /'ınfənt/ noun a person aged less 
than eighteen years. Under this age a per- 
son cannot make legal decisions for 
themselves. (NOTE: This is an old term, 
now replaced by minor.) 

infanticide /m'feenttsatd/ noun the 
notifiable offence of killing a child, espe- 
cially the killing of a child by its mother 
before it is 12 months old 

infer /m'f3:/ verb to reach an opinion 
about something o He inferred from the 
letter that the accused knew the murder 
victim. o Counsel inferred that the wit- 
ness had not been present at the time of 
the accident. 

inferior court /in'froria ko:t/ noun a 
lower court such as a magistrates’ court 
or County Court 

in flagrante delicto /m flo,grenti di 
'lıktəv/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘(caught) in the act of committing a 
crime’ 


influence peddling 


influence peddling  /‘nfluons 
,pedlin/ noun the act of offering to use 
personal influence, especially political 
power, for payment in order to help a 
person or group achieve something 


inform /mn'fo:m/ verb 1. to tell some- 
one officially o I regret to inform you that 
your tender was not acceptable. o We are 
pleased to inform you that your offer has 
been accepted. o We have been informed 
by the Department of Trade that new tar- 
iffs are coming into force. 2. o to inform 
on someone to tell the police that some- 
one has committed a crime 


informant /in'fo:mont/ noun a person 
who gives information to someone se- 
cretly o Is your informant reliable? 


in forma pauperis /,1n ,fo:mo 
‘porporis/ phrase a Latin phrase mean- 
ing ‘as a poor person’ 
COMMENT: A term formerly used to al- 
low a person who could prove that he 
had little money to bring an action 
even if he could not pay the costs of 
the case; now replaced by Legal Aid. 
information /,mfa'metf(9)n/ noun 1. 
the details which explain something o to 
disclose a piece of information o to an- 
swer a request for information o Have 
you any information on or about deposit 
accounts? o I enclose this leaflet for your 
information. o For further information, 
please write to Department 27. a disclo- 
sure of confidential information telling 
someone information which should be 
secret 2. the details of a crime drawn up 
by the clerk and given to a magistrate o 
laying (an) information starting crimi- 
nal proceedings in a magistrates’ court 
by informing the magistrate of the of- 
fence 


information bureau /,mfs'merf(a)n 
,bjuarau/ noun an office where some- 
one can answer questions from members 
of the public 


information officer /,mfo'me1f(a)n 
\DfIso/ noun 1. a person whose job is to 
give information about a company, an or- 
ganisation or a government department 
to the public 2. a person whose job is to 
give information to other departments in 
the same organization 


informed /mn'fo:md/ adjective having 
the latest information o Informed opin- 
ion thinks that she will lose the appeal. 
informed consent /in,fo:md kon 
'sent/ noun an agreement that an opera- 
tion can be carried out which is given by 
a patient or the guardians of a patient af- 
ter they have been given all the informa- 
tion they need to make the decision 
informer /tn'fo:ma/ noun somebody 
who gives information to the police 
about a crime or about criminals 
infringe /tn'frind3/ verb to break a law 
or a right o to infringe a copyright to 
copy a copyright text illegally o to in- 
fringe a patent to make a product which 
works in the same way as a patented 
product and not pay a royalty to the pat- 
ent holder 

infringement /in'frind3mont/ noun 
an act of breaking a law or a right 
infringement of copyright /ın 
ifrind3mont əv 'kppıraırt/ noun the act 
of illegally copying a work without prop- 
er permission or the consent of the copy- 
right owner 

infringement of patent /m 
ifrind3mont əv 'pertont/ noun the act 
of illegally using, making or selling an 
invention which is patented without the 
permission of the patent holder 
infringer /1n'frnd3a/ noun a person 
who infringes a right such as a copyright 
o a copyright infringer 

infringing goods  /infrind3in 
'gudz/ plural noun goods which are 
made in infringement of a copyright or 
patent 

inherit /mn'hertt/ verb to acquire some- 
thing from a person who has died o When 
her father died she inherited the shop. o 
He inherited £10,000 from his grandfa- 
ther. 

inheritance /in'herit(9)ns/ noun 
property which is received by someone 
from a person who has died 

inheritor /mn'herits/ noun somebody 
who receives something from somebody 
who has died 

iniquity /m'tkwiti/ noun doing wrong 
initial /1'ntf(9)l/ adjective happening at 
the beginning of something m verb to 
write your initials on a document to show 


inquiry 


you have read it and approved o to initial 
an amendment to a contract o Please in- 
itial the agreement at the place marked 
with an X. 

initial capital /1,ntf(o)l 'keprt(o)l/ 
noun capital which is used to start a busi- 
ness o He started the business with an in- 
itial expenditure or initial investment of 
£500. 

initials /1'ntf()lz/ plural noun first let- 
ters of the words in a name o What do the 
initials QC stand for? o The chairman 
wrote his initials by each alteration in 
the contract he was signing. 

initio » ab initio 

injunction /tn'd3ankf(a)n/ noun a 
court order telling someone to stop doing 
something, or not to do something o He 
got an injunction preventing the compa- 
ny from selling his car. o The company 
applied for an injunction to stop their 
competitor from marketing a_ similar 
product. o interlocutory injunction, 
temporary injunction injunction which 
is granted until a case comes to court 
injure /'ınd3ə/ verb to hurt someone o 
Two employees were injured in the fire. 
injured party /,ınd3əd 'pa:ti/ noun a 
party in a court case which has been 
harmed by another party 

injurious /tn'd3uoriss/ adjective be- 
ing capable of causing injury 
injurious falsehood /in,d3uorias 
'forlshud/ noun a tort of making a 
wrong statement about someone so as to 
harm their reputation, usually in relation 
to their business or property 

injury /‘mdzori/ noun 1. violation of a 
person’s rights 2. hurt caused to a person 
injury benefit /ind3eri ,benrftt/ 
noun money paid to an employee who 
has been hurt at work 

injustice /in'd3astis/ noun the lack of 
justice 

inland freight charges /,mnlond 
'freit ,tfa:d31z/ plural noun charges for 
carrying goods from one part of the 
country to another 

Inland Revenue /,1nlond 'revanju:/ 
noun the British government department 
dealing with income tax 

in loco parentis /1in ,loukou po 
‘rentis/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 


‘in the place of a parent’ o The court is 
acting in loco parentis. 

Inner Temple /,1mo 'temp(9)!/ » Inns 
of Court 

innocence /'1nos(9)ns/ noun the state 
of being innocent o He tried to establish 
his innocence. 

innocent /'inos(9)nt/ adjective not 
guilty of a crime o The accused was 


found to be innocent. o In English law, 


the accused is presumed to be innocent 
until he is proved to be guilty. 
Inns of Court /,1nz ov 'ko:t/ plural 
noun four societies in London, of which 
the members are lawyers and are called 
to the bar as barristers 
innuendo /,1nju'endau/ noun spoken 
words which are defamatory because 
they have a double meaning o An appar- 
ently innocent statement may be defama- 
tory if it contains an innuendo. 
in personam /m ps:'saunem/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘against 
a person’ o action in personam court 
case in which one party claims that the 
other should do some act or should pay 
damages. » in rem 
in private /ın 'prarvət/ adverb 1. with 
no members of the public permitted to be 
present o The case was heard in private. 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has replaced in camera or in 
chambers.) 2. away from other people 
(general meaning) o He asked to see the 
managing director in private. 
input tax /'ıinput teks/ noun VAT 
paid on goods or services bought 
inquest /‘Inkwest/ noun an inquiry by 
a coroner into a death 
COMMENT: An inquest has to take 
place where death is violent or unex- 
pected, where death could be murder 
or manslaughter, where a prisoner 
dies and when police are involved. 
inquire /in'kwato/, enquire verb 1. to 
ask questions about something o The po- 
lice are inquiring into his background. 
2. to conduct an official investigation 
into something 
inquiry /in'kwarori/, enquiry noun a 
question about something o The police 
are making inquiries into the wherea- 
bouts of the stolen car. o to help police 


inquisitorial procedure 
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with their inquiries to be taken to the 
police station for questioning 
COMMENT: If the police want someone 
to help them with their inquiries and he 
refuses, they can arrest him and force 
him to go to the police station. Anyone 
who helps the police with their inquir- 
ies voluntarily has the right to leave the 
police station when he wants (unless 
the police arrest him). 
inquisitorial procedure /ımn 
kwizitorrial pro'si:d3a/ noun in coun- 
tries where Roman law is applied, a pro- 
cedure by which an examining magis- 
trate has the duty to investigate a case 
and produce the evidence. Compare ac- 
cusatorial procedure 


inquorate /tn'kworreit/ adjective 
without a quorum, i.e. without the mini- 
mum number of people present who are 
required to make the transaction legal o 
The meeting was declared inquorate and 
had to be abandoned. 


in re /tn 'ret/ phrase a Latin phrase 
meaning ‘concerning’ or ‘in the case of’ 


in rem /tn 'rem/ phrase a Latin phrase 
meaning ‘against a thing’ o action in 
rem court case in which one party claims 
property or goods in the possession of 
the other. ù in personam 
insane /m'sem/ adjective suffering 
from a state of mind which makes it im- 
possible for a person to know that they 
are doing wrong and so cannot be held 
responsible for their actions 
insanity /tn'szeniti/ noun the state of 
being insane 
COMMENT: Where an accused is found 
to be insane, a verdict of ‘not guilty by 
reason of insanity’ is returned and the 
accused is ordered to be detained at 
Her Majesty’s pleasure. 
inside /tn'said/ adjective known or 
carried out by people who belong to a 
particular group or organisation o inside 
information or knowledge special 
knowledge about something because of 
working for an organisation or being part 
of a particular group m adjective, adverb 
in prison (slang) o He spent six months 
inside in 1996. 
inside job /'In,said d3pb/ noun a 
crime which has been committed on a 
company’s property by one of the em- 
ployees of the company 


insider /tn'satda/ noun a person who 
works in an organisation and therefore 
knows its secrets 

insider dealing /tm,satdo ‘di:l1/ 
noun the illegal buying or selling of 
shares by staff of a company or other per- 
sons who have secret information about 
the company’s plans 

inside story /,1nsaid 'sto:ri/ noun 
special knowledge about how an organi- 
sation or group works o John used to 
work for them so he can give us the in- 
side story. 

inside worker /‘Insaid ,wa:ko/ noun 
a worker who works in an office or facto- 
ry and does not work outside or travel 
about 

insolvency /m'solvənsi/ noun the 
state of not being able to pay debts o the 
company was in a state of insolvency it 
could not pay its debts 

insolvent /m'svlvont/ adjective not 
able to pay debts o The company was de- 
clared insolvent. (NOTE: insolvent and 
insolvency are general terms, but are 
usually applied to companies; individu- 
als or partners are usually described as 
bankrupt once they have been de- 
clared so by a court.) 

inspect /in'spekt/ verb to examine in 
detail o to inspect a machine or a prison 
o to inspect the accounts of a company o 
to inspect products for defects to look 
at products in detail to see if they have 
any defects 

inspection /m'spekfon/ noun 1. a 
close examination of something, e.g. the 
examination of the site of a crime by a 
judge and jury o to make an inspection or 
to carry out an inspection of a machine 
or a new prison o inspection of a product 
for defects n to carry out a tour of in- 
spection to visit various places, offices 
or factories to inspect them o to issue an 
inspection order to order a defendant to 
allow a claimant to inspect documents, 
where the claimant thinks the defendant 
has not disclosed all relevant documents 
2. the examination of documents after 
disclosure o Inspection was ordered to 
take place seven days after disclosure. 
inspection stamp /m'spekfən 
stæmp/ noun a stamp placed on some- 
thing to show it has been inspected 


insurance 


inspector /1n'spekta/ noun 1. an offi- 
cial who inspects o inspector of taxes, 
tax inspector official of the Inland Rev- 
enue who examines tax returns and de- 
cides how much tax people should pay 2. 
a rank in the police force above a ser- 
geant and below chief inspector 


Inspectorate of Prisons /m 
Spekt(9)rat ov 'prızənz/ noun a sec- 
tion of the Prison Service which deals 
with the inspection of prisons to see that 
they are being run correctly and effi- 
ciently 


inspector of factories /in,spektor 
av 'fækt(ə)riz/ noun a government offi- 
cial who inspects factories to see if they 
are safely run 


inspector of weights and meas- 
ures /1n,spektor ov ,weits on 'mezoz/ 
noun a government official who inspects 
weighing machines and goods sold in 
shops to see if the quantities and weights 
are correct 


inst abbreviation instant 


instance /'Instons/ noun 1. a particu- 
lar example or case o In this instance we 
will overlook the delay. 2. » court of 
first instance 


in statu quo /in jstetu: 'kwəv/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘in the 
present state’ 


institute /'mnstitju:t/ verb to start 
something o to institute proceedings 
against someone 


institution /,1msti'tju:f(a)n/ noun 1. 
an organisation or society set up for a 
particular purpose o the Community in- 
stitutions (in the EU) the four bodies 
which legally form the European Com- 
munity — the Commission, the Council, 
the European Parliament and the Europe- 
an Court of Justice 2. building for a spe- 
cial purpose 

institutional /,instr'tju:f(a)n(e)l/ ad- 
jective referring to an institution o insti- 
tutional buying, selling buying or sell- 
ing shares by financial institutions 
institutionalised / Insti 
'tju:f(ə)nəlarzd/ noun 1. unable to live 
independently after having been in pris- 
on, hospital or other institution for a long 
time 2. happening so often that it is con- 


sidered to be normal even though wrong 
or harmful o institutionalised racism 
instruct /mn'strakt/ verb 1. to give an 
order to someone o to instruct someone 
to do something to tell someone official- 
ly to do something o He instructed the 
credit controller to take action. 2. o to 
instruct a solicitor to give information 
to a solicitor and to ask him to start legal 
proceedings on your behalf o to instruct 
a barrister (of a solicitor) to give a bar- 
rister all the details of a case which he or 
she will plead in court 

instructions /tn'strakfanz/ plural 
noun 1. order which tells what should be 
done or how something is to be used o 
He gave instructions to his stockbroker 
to sell the shares immediately. o to await 
instructions to wait for someone to tell 
you what to do o to issue instructions to 
tell everyone what to do o in accordance 
with, according to instructions as the 
instructions show o failing instructions 
to the contrary unless different instruc- 
tions are given o forwarding instruc- 
tions, shipping instructions details of 
how goods are to be shipped and deliv- 
ered 2. the details of a case given by a cli- 
ent to a solicitor, or by a solicitor to a bar- 
rister 

instructions to the jury /m 
strakfonz ta da 'dzuari/ noun US a 
speech by a judge at the end of a trial 
where he or she reviews all the evidence 
and arguments and notes important 
points of law for the benefit of the jury 
(NOTE: The British term is summing 
up.) 

instrument /‘instrumont/ noun 1. a 
tool or piece of equipment o The techni- 
cal staff have instruments to measure the 
output of electricity. 2. a legal document 
insulting behaviour /m,saltm br 
‘he1vjo/ noun the offence of shouting or 
making rude signs in a way which shows 
that you are insulting someone 
insurable /tn'fusrab(a)l/ adjective 
being able to be insured 

insurable interest /īn,fuərəb(ə)l 
'intrəst/ noun an interest which a per- 
son taking out an insurance policy must 
have in what is being insured 
insurance /m'fuərəns/ noun an 
agreement that in return for regular small 


insurance broker 


payments, a company will pay compen- 
sation for loss, damage, injury or death o 
to take out an insurance against fire to 
pay a premium, so that if a fire happens, 
compensation will be paid 


insurance broker /m'fuərəns 
,brauko/ noun somebody who sells in- 
surance to clients 


insurance claim /m'fusrons klerm/ 
noun a request to an insurance company 
to pay for damages or for loss 


insurance company /in'fusrons 
“Kamp(a)ni/ noun a company whose 
business is insurance 

insurance cover /in'fusrons ,kavo/ 
noun protection guaranteed by an insur- 


ance policy o Do you have cover against 
theft? 


insurance policy /m'fuərəns 
\polisi/ noun a document which shows 
the conditions of an insurance contract 


insurance premium /m'fuərəns 
|prizmiom/ noun a payment made by the 
insured person or a company to an insur- 
ance company 


insurance rates /in'fuorons reits/ 
plural noun amount of premium which 
has to be paid per £1,000 of insurance 


insure /1n'fuo/ verb to have a contract 
with a company where, if regular small 
payments are made, the company will 
pay compensation for loss, damage, inju- 
ry or death o to insure a house against 
fire o to insure baggage against loss o to 
insure against bad weather o to insure 
against loss of earnings o He was in- 
sured for £100,000. n the life insured 
the person whose life is covered by a life 
assurance o the sum insured the largest 
amount which an insurer will pay under 
the terms of an insurance 


insurer /tm'fuara/ noun a company 
which insures someone or something 
(NOTE: For life insurance, British Eng- 
lish prefers to use assurer.) 
intangible /tn'teend31b(9)l/ adjective 
being unable to be touched 

intangible assets /in,tend31b(a)l 
‘eesets/ plural noun assets which have a 
value, but which have no physical pres- 
ence, e.g. goodwill, a patent or a trade- 
mark 


integrity /in'tegriti/ noun the original 
state of something which has not been 
adapted or changed in any way o The 
electronic signature confirms the integri- 
ty of the document. 


intellectual /,mti'lektfuol/ adjective 
belonging to the mind 


intellectual property /mti,lektjual 
'propəti/ noun something such as a cop- 
yright, patent or design which someone 
has created or produced that no-one else 
can legally copy, use or sell 
intellectual property rights /ıntı 
jektjual 'propati ,ratts/ plural noun 
the rights of ownership of something 
such as a copyright, patent or design. Ab- 
breviation IPR 

intelligible /mn'telid31b(a)l/ adjective 
able to be easily understood o A key is re- 
quired to make an encrypted message in- 
telligible. 

intend /in'tend/ verb to plan to do 
something o The company intends to sue 
for damages. o We intend to offer jobs to 
250 unemployed young people. 
intended murder /m,tendid 'm3:do/ 
noun US murder which was planned in 
advance 

intent /tn'tent/ noun what is planned 
intention /in'tenfon/ noun 1. the wish 
or plan to do something o He was ac- 
cused of perjury with the intention of in- 
criminating his employer. 2. the belief 
that something will happen as the result 
of an action 3. the meaning of the words 
in a document such as a will which may 
not be the same as what the maker of the 
document had actually written 


COMMENT: Intention to create a legal 
relationship is one of the essential ele- 
ments of a contract. 


intentional /in'tenfan(s)l/ adjective 
deliberate o an act of intentional cruelty 
intentionally /m'tenfan(o)li/ adverb 
deliberately o She gave an intentionally 
misleading account of what happened. 
inter alia /,mto 'erlio/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘among other things’ 
inter-bank loan /,into benk 'loun/ 
noun a loan from one bank to another 
intercept /nto'sept/ verb to stop 
something as it is passing o We have in- 


interim order 


tercepted a message from one of the ene- 
my agents in London. 


interception /,1nto'sepfan/ noun the 
action of intercepting a message 


inter-company comparisons /in 
its: ,.kamp(a)ni kom'peeris(a)nz/ plu- 
ral noun comparing the results of one 
company with those of another in the 
same product area 


inter-company dealings /m,ts: 
;kamp(a)ni 'di:liyz/ plural noun deal- 
ings between two companies in the same 
group 

interdict /‘mntodikt/ noun (in 
Scotland) a ban, a written court order 
telling someone not to do something 


interest /'ıntrəst/ noun 1. special at- 
tention o The managing director takes no 
interest in the staff club. o The police 
showed a lot of interest in the abandoned 
car. ù public interest 2. a payment made 
by a borrower for the use of money, cal- 
culated as a percentage of the capital bor- 
rowed 3. money paid as income on in- 
vestments or loans o to receive interest at 
5% o deposit which yields or gives or 
produces or bears 5% interest o account 
which earns interest at 10% or which 
earns 10% interest o The bank pays 10% 
interest on deposits. 4. a percentage 
charge to be paid for borrowing money 
5. the right or title to a property, money 
invested in a company or financial share 
in, and part control over, a company o he 
has a controlling interest in the com- 
pany he owns more than 50% of the 
shares and so can direct how the compa- 
ny is run o to acquire a substantial in- 
terest in the company to buy a large 
number of shares in a company o to de- 
clare, disclose an interest to state in 
public that you own shares in a company 
which is being investigated, or that you 
are connected with someone who may 
benefit from your contacts m verb to at- 
tract someone’s attention o He tried to 
interest several companies in his new in- 
vention. n interested in paying attention 
to o The managing director is interested 
only in increasing profitability. 


interest-bearing deposits 
/,Intrast ,bearin di'pozits/ plural noun 
deposits which produce interest 


interest charges /‘introst ,t fa:d31z/ 
plural noun cost of paying interest 
interested party /,mtrestid 'pa:ti/ 
noun a person or company with a finan- 
cial interest in a company 
interest-free credit /,mtrost fri: 
‘kredit/, interest-free loan /'ıntrəst 
fri: loun/ noun credit or a loan where no 
interest is paid by the borrower 
interest in remainder /,1ntrast 1n ri 
'meindd/ noun an interest in land which 
will come into someone’s possession 
when another person’s interest ends 
interest rate /‘intrast rert/ noun a 
percentage charge to be paid for borrow- 
ing money 

interfere /,mto'fio/ verb to get in- 
volved with something which is not your 
concern 

interference /,mto'frorons/ noun the 
process of deliberately getting involved 
with something that is not your concern 
o interference with vehicles an offence 
where someone tries to break into a vehi- 
cle with the intention of stealing it, or 
part of it, or of stealing its contents 
interfere with /,mta'fia wid/ verb 1. 
to act in a way that stops something hap- 
pening or developing o He was accused 
of interfering with the course of justice. 
2. to use or try to use something that does 
not belong to you or to which you have 
no right, especially if damage is caused o 
He had been seen interfering with the 
lock. 3. to persuade someone such as a 
witness or a juror to give false informa- 
tion or change their opinion 4. to touch a 
child in a sexual way 

interim /‘Intorim/ adjective intended 
to happen or be used only until some- 
thing more permanent is available o in 
the interim meanwhile, for the time be- 
ing 

interim dividend /,mtorm 
'dividend/ noun a dividend paid at the 
end of a half-year 

interim injunction /,1mterm im 
'dgankfon/ noun an injunction which 
prevents someone from doing something 
until a specified date 

interim order /,mtorim '9:da/ noun 
an order given which has effect while a 
case is still being heard 


interim payment 


interim payment /,mtorm 
‘permont/ noun a part payment of a div- 
idend or of money owed 


interim relief /,intorm ri'li:f/ noun 
same as interim remedy 


interim remedy /,1mterm 'remədi/ 
noun an action by a court to grant relief 
to a party while a claim is being proc- 
essed, and even after judgment has been 
given 
COMMENT: Interim remedies include 
interim injunctions, freezing injunc- 
tions, search orders, inspection of 
property, interim payments, etc. 
interim report /,mtormm ri'po:t/ 
noun 1. a report (from a commission) 
which is not final 2. a financial report 
given at the end of a half-year 


interlocutory /,mto'lokjut(a)ri/ ad- 
jective 1. temporary or provisional 2. 
happening at a court hearing which takes 
place before full trial 


interlocutory injunction 
/mtolokjot(a)ri in'd3ankf(e)n/ noun 
an injunction which is granted for the pe- 
riod until a case comes to court 


interlocutory judgment 
/mtolokjut(a)ri 'dzad3mənt/ noun a 
judgment given during the course of an 
action before full trial. Compare final 
judgment 

interlocutory matter 
/,mtolokjut(9)ri 'mætə/ noun a subsid- 
iary dispute which is dealt with before 
full trial 


interlocutory proceedings 
/mtolokjut(e)ri_ pra'si:diyz/ plural 
noun court hearings that take place be- 
fore the full trial 


intermeddle /,1nto'med(s)l/ verb to 
deal in someone’s affairs o Ifan executor 
pays the debts of an estate, this can be 
considered intermeddling, and thus is 
acceptance of the office of executor. 
intermediary /,1nto'mi:diari/ noun 
somebody who is the link between par- 
ties who do not agree or who are negoti- 
ating o He refused to act as an interme- 
diary between the two directors. 

intern /m'ts:n/ verb to put someone in 
prison or other place of detainment with- 
out trial, usually for political reasons 


internal /in'ts:n(9)l/ adjective refer- 
ring to the inside o internal affairs of a 
country the way in which a country 
deals with its own citizens o it is not usu- 
al for one country to criticize the internal 
affairs of another 

internal audit /m,ts:n(oa)l ‘o:dit/ 
noun an audit carried out by a depart- 
ment inside the company 

internal auditor /in,ts:n(9)1 'o:dito/ 
noun a member of staff who audits a 
company’s accounts 

international /,mto'nef(s)nol/ ad- 
jective working between countries 
International Bar Association 
/mtonef(a)nol 'ba: ə, səusierf(ə)n/ 
noun an international lawyers’ organisa- 
tion formed to promote international law 
International Court of Justice 
/mtonef(a)nol kort əv 'd3astis/ 
noun the court of the United Nations, 
which sits in the Hague, Netherlands 
International Labour Organiza- 
tion /,mtonzf(a)noal 'letba ,o:gonar 
ze1f(a)n/ noun a section of the United 
Nations which tries to improve working 
conditions and workers’ pay in member 
countries. Abbreviation ILO 
international law / ntənæf(ə)nəl 
‘lor/ noun law governing relations be- 
tween countries 

international lawyer 
/mtonef(aynal 'lorja/ noun a person 
who specialises in international law 
international politics 
/,mtoneJf(a)nol 'politiks/ plural noun 
relationships between governments of 
different political parties and systems 
internee /,tnts:'ni:/ noun somebody 
who is interned 

internment /tn'ts:inmont/ noun the 
act of being putting someone in prison or 
other place of detention without trial 
inter partes /,1nto 'pa:te1z/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘between the par- 
ties’: case heard where both parties are 
represented o The court’s opinion was 
that the case should be heard inter partes 
as soon as possible. ù ex parte 
interpleader /,mto'pli:da/ noun a 
court action started by a person who 
holds property which is claimed by two 
or more people, or by a person who may 


interview 


be sued by two different parties (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with the US term im- 
pleader.) 

Interpol /'intəpol/ noun an interna- 
tional police organisation whereby the 
member countries co-operate in solving 
crimes o They warned Interpol that the 
criminals might be disguised as women. 
(NOTE: used without the) 

interpret /in'ts:prit/ verb 1. to say 
what you think a law or precedent means 
o The role of the ECJ is to interpret a 
law, while the role of the national court is 
to apply it. o Courts in Member States 
cannot give authoritative rulings on how 
community law should be interpreted. 2. 
to translate what someone has said into 
another language o My assistant knows 
Greek, so he will interpret for us. 
interpretation —/1n,ts:pri'terJ(9)n/ 
noun what someone thinks is the mean- 
ing of a law or precedent o Interpretation 
of the Treaty has been entrusted to the 
European Court of Justice. o to put an 
interpretation on something to make 
something have a different meaning o 
His ruling puts quite a different interpre- 
tation on the responsibility of trustees. 
Interpretation Act = /in,ts:pri 
'terf(a)n ækt/ noun an Act of Parlia- 
ment which rules how words used in oth- 
er Acts of Parliament are to be under- 
stood 

interpretation clause /in,ts:pri 
'terf(a)n klozz/ noun a clause in a con- 
tract stating the meaning to be given to 
terms in the contract 

interpreter /m'ts:prite/ noun some- 
body who translates what someone has 
said into another language o My secre- 
tary will act as interpreter. o The witness 
could not speak English and the court 
had to appoint an interpreter. 
interpretive /in'ts:rpritiv/ adjective 
(in the EU) referring to interpretation o 
There is an interpretive obligation on 
Member States to interpret national laws 
in a way which accords with the aims 
and objectives of the directives of the 
EU. 

interregnum /,1nto'regnom/ noun 1. 
a period between the death or deposition 
of one monarch and the accession of the 
next 2. a period during which no-one is 


at the head of an organisation or area un- 
til a new leader is appointed 


interrogate /mn'teragert/ verb to ask 
questions in a severe manner o The pris- 
oners were interrogated for three hours. 


interrogation /in,tero'gerf(o)n/ 
noun severe questioning o He confessed 
to the crime during his interrogation. o 
Under interrogation, she gave the names 
of her accomplices. 


interrogator /tn'teragerto/ 
somebody who interrogates 
interrogatories § /,mto'rngot(a)riz/ 
plural noun questions put in writing dur- 
ing a civil action by one side to the other 
and which have to be answered on oath 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has been replaced by further in- 
formation.) 


in terrorem /in te'ro:rem/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘in order to cause 
terror’: used when a threat is implied in a 
contract in which case the contract is 
invalid 
interrupt /,1mnta'rapt/ verb to try to 
speak or to shout when someone else is 
talking 
COMMENT: In the House of Commons, 
an MP is allowed to interrupt another 
MP only if he wants to ask the member 
who is speaking to explain something 
or to raise a point of order. 
intervene /,1nto'virn/ verb 1. to come 
between people or things so as to make a 
change o to intervene in a dispute to try 
to settle a dispute 2. to become a party to 
an action 


intervener /,1nto'vi:no/ noun some- 
body who intervenes in an action to 
which he or she was not originally a par- 
ty 

intervention /,1mto'venfan/ noun an 
act made to make a change o the govern- 
ment’s intervention in the foreign ex- 
change markets o the central bank’s in- 
tervention in the banking crisis o the As- 
sociation’s intervention in the labour 
dispute 

interview /'‘Intovju:/ noun a meeting 
between a suspect and one or more po- 
lice officers, who ask him or her ques- 
tions 


noun 


interview room 
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COMMENT: Suspects must be cau- 
tioned before an interview takes place. 
The interview should be recorded and 
the record must be shown to the sus- 
pect at the end of the interview. If there 
is any possibility that the police have 
threatened the suspect so as to get a 
confession, that confession will not be 
admitted in court. 

interview room /‘intovju: ru:m/ 

noun a room where a person is asked 

questions or is interviewed 


inter vivos /,mto 'vi:vaus/ phrase a 

Latin phrase meaning ‘among living 

people’ 
COMMENT: An inter vivos transfer of 
property can be used as a way of 
passing property to someone without 
using a will; it does not necessarily 
take effect when someone dies, but 
can be put into effect as soon as it is 
signed. 

intestacy /m'testasi/ noun dying 

without having made a will 

intestate /m'testeit/ adjective a to 

die intestate to die without having made 

a will 
COMMENT: When someone dies intes- 
tate, the property automatically goes 
to the surviving marital partner, unless 
there are children. 

intestate succession /in,testot 

sək'sef(ə)n/ noun the rules which apply 

when someone dies without having made 

a will 


intimidate /tn'timidert/ verb to 
frighten someone to make him do some- 
thing or to prevent him from doing some- 
thing o The accused was said to have in- 
timidated the witnesses. 


intimidation /m,timi'derf(a)n/ noun 
the act of frightening someone to make 
them do something or to prevent them 
from doing something 

intoxicated /in'toksikeitid/ adjec- 


tive showing the effects of having drunk 
alcohol 


intoxication /in,tokst'ke1f(9)n/ noun 
the state of being drunk 

in transit /1n 'treenzit/ adverb o goods 
in transit goods being carried from one 
place to another 


intra vires /,mtro 'varri:z/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘within the permit- 


ted powers’ o The minister’s action was 
ruled to be intra vires. ù ultra vires 
intrinsic evidence = /in,trimsitk 
‘evid(9)ns/ noun evidence used to inter- 
pret a document which can be found in 
the document itself. Compare extrinsic 
evidence 

invalid /‘invalid/ adjective 1. not legal- 
ly effective o a claim which has been de- 
clared invalid o The permit is out-of-date 
and therefore invalid. o National courts 
cannot find EU legislation to be invalid. 
2. not based on the facts that are known 
o an invalid argument 

invalidate /ın'vælıdert/ verb to make 
something invalid o Because the compa- 
ny has been taken over, the contract has 
been invalidated. 

invalidation /m,vzlit'detfan/ noun 
the act of making something invalid 
invalidity /,mnvo'liditi/ noun the fact 
of being invalid o The invalidity of the 
contract. 

invasion of privacy /1n,ve13(0)n ov 
'privasi/ noun action which causes dis- 
turbance to someone’s private life, e.g. 
being followed intrusively by newspaper 
reporters 

inventory /'invənt(ə)ri/ noun a com- 
plete list of all the things occurring in 
something such as a house for sale, an of- 
fice for rent, or the estate of a deceased 
person m verb to make a list of the con- 
tents of a property 

invest /n'vest/ verb to put money into 
something such as a bank or a company 
where it is expected to increase in value 
o He invested all his money in a shop. o 
She was advised to invest in real estate. 
investigate /m'vesti,gert/ verb to ex- 
amine something which may be wrong 
investigation /in,vesti'gerf(a)n/ 
noun an examination to find out what is 
wrong © fo conduct an investigation into 
irregularities in share dealings 
investigator /in'vestigette/ noun 
somebody who investigates o a govern- 
ment investigator 

investor /in'vesta/ noun a person or 
company which invests money 

invitee /,mvar'ti:/ noun somebody 
who has accepted an invitation to go into 
a property 


isolationist 


involuntarily /m'volont(oa)rali/ ad- 
verb not willingly o The accused’s de- 
fence was that she acted involuntarily. 
involuntary /m'volont(o)ri/ adjective 
1. not done willingly 2. without wanting 
to 

involuntary conduct /in 
ivpolont(ə)ri kan'dakt/ noun conduct 
beyond a person’s control, offered as a 
defence to a criminal charge 
involuntary manslaughter /in 
»volant(a)ri 'mzenslo:ta/ noun the kill- 
ing someone through negligence, with- 
out having intended to do so 

IOU /,ar əv 'ju:/ noun a signed docu- 
ment promising that you will pay back 
money borrowed o to pay a pile of IOUs 
Full form | owe you 

IPR abbreviation intellectual property 
rights 

ipso facto /,1psou 'fektou/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘by this very fact’ 
or ‘the fact itself shows’ o The writing of 
the letter was ipso facto an admission of 
guilt. o He was found in the vehicle at the 
time of the accident and ipso facto was 
deemed to be in charge of it. 

ipso jure /,1psou 'd3zuore1/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘by the operation 
of the law itself’ 

irreconcilable /ī1,rekən'sarləb(ə)l/ 
adjective so opposed that agreement is 
not possible o irreconcilable differenc- 
es strong disagreement between a hus- 
band and wife which leads to divorce 
irrecoverable = /iri'kav(9)rab(a)l/ 
adjective being impossible to get back 
irrecoverable debt hri 
ikav(ə)rəb(ə)l 'det/ noun a debt which 
will never be paid 

irredeemable /1r1'di:mob(9)l/ adjec- 
tive being impossible to redeem 
irredeemable bond /ir1,di:mob(9)l 
'bpond/ noun a bond which has no date of 
maturity and which therefore provides 
interest but can never be redeemed at full 
value 

irredentism /,1r1'dentiz(a)m/ noun 
the act of trying to get back a colony or 
territory which has been lost to another 
country or which is felt to belong to the 
country because of similar language, cul- 
ture, etc. 


irredentist /,1r1'dentist/ noun some- 
body who wants a territory returned 
irregular /1'regjulo/ adjective not fol- 
lowing the usual rules, or not done in the 
way regarded as being correct o irregular 
documentation o This procedure is high- 
ly irregular. 

irregularity /1,regju'leriti/ noun a 
situation in which the usual rules or ways 
of doing something have not been fol- 
lowed (often plural) o to investigate ir- 
regularities in the share dealings 
irrelevant /1'relovont/ adjective not 
relevant or important to what is being 
considered 

irresistible impulse /,1r1z1stob(o)l 
'ımpals/ noun a strong wish to do some- 
thing which you cannot resist because of 
insanity 

irretrievable /tri'tri:vab(9)l/ adjec- 
tive which cannot be brought back to its 
former state o irretrievable breakdown 
of a marriage situation where the two 
spouses can no longer live together, 
where the marriage cannot be saved and 
therefore divorce proceedings can be 
started 

irrevocable /1'revakab(a)l/ adjective 
being impossible to change 
irrevocable acceptance I 
revokab(a)l ək'septəns/ noun an ac- 
ceptance which cannot be withdrawn 
irrevocable letter of credit /1 
revokab(a)l ,letar əv 'kredit/ noun a 
letter of credit which cannot be cancelled 
or changed 

IRS abbreviation US Internal Revenue 
Service 

Islamic Law /1z'lemt1k 1o:/ noun the 
law of some Muslim countries set out in 
the Koran and the teachings of the proph- 
et Muhammad. The law cannot be 
changed, but it can be interpreted in dif- 
ferent ways. 

isolation /,atso'let{(9)n/ noun 1. the 
state of being separated from other peo- 
ple 2. o in isolation kept on your own 
away from other people o He had been 
kept in isolation for several weeks. 
isolationist /,atso'letf(o)nist/ noun 
somebody who believes that his or her 
country should not get involved in the af- 


issuance 


164 


fairs of other countries, especially should 
not fight wars to protect other countries 
issuance /'ıfuəns/ noun the act of is- 
suing o Upon issuance of the order, the 
bailiffs seized the property. 

issue /'Ifu:/ noun 1. a subject that is 
discussed or argued about o safety issues 
» collateral issue o at issue under dis- 
cussion as the most important aspect of a 
subject o The point at issue is the owner- 
ship of the property. o to have issues 
with or around something to disagree 
or have problems with something 
(informal) o I have issues around the 
idea of completely free access. o to make 
an issue of something to treat something 
as more important than it is o J don’t 
want to make an issue of it, but I thought 
her information could have been more 
detailed. a to take issue with someone 
or over something to disagree with 
someone or about something o J have to 
take issue with you over the handling of 
the case. o Barristers took issue over the 
proposals to change the system. 2. a 
child or children of a parent o He had is- 
sue two sons and one daughter. o She 
died without issue. o They have no issue. 
(NOTE: In this meaning issue is either 
singular or plural and is not used with 
the.) 3. the act of giving something to 
someone or making something available 
o The issue of new parking permits is ex- 


pected soon. a issue of new shares, 
share issue selling new shares in a com- 
pany to the public m verb to announce or 
give something officially 0 to issue a let- 
ter of credit o to issue shares in a new 
company o to issue a writ against some- 
one o The government issued a report on 
London’s traffic. o The Secretary of State 
issued guidelines for expenditure. o He 
issued writs for libel in connection with 
allegations made in a Sunday newspaper. 
issued capital /1fu:d ‘keprt(o)l/ 
noun the amount of capital which is giv- 
en out as shares to shareholders 


issued price /,1fu:d 'prats/ noun the 
price of shares in a new company when 
they are offered for sale for the first time 


issuing bank /‘1fur benk/ noun a 
bank which organises the selling of 
shares in a new company 


itemise /‘aitomaiz/, itemize verb to 
make a detailed list of things o itemising 
the sales figures will take about two 
days. 


itemised account /,attomaizd ə 
'kaunt/ noun a detailed record of money 
paid or owed 


item of expenditure /,attam ov 1k 
'spenditfa/ noun something such as 
goods or a service which has been paid 
for and appears in the accounts 


J /dze1/ abbreviation Justice o Smith J 
said he was not laying down guidelines 
for sentencing. (NOTE: often put after the 
name of a High Court judge: Smith J is 
spoken as ‘Mr Justice Smith’) 
jactitation /,d3zkti'terf(o)n/ noun 
the act of boasting that something is true 
when it is not 

jactitation of marriage 
/,d3ektiterf(o)n ov 'mzerid3/ noun the 
act of boasting that you are married to 
someone when you are not 


jail /d3e1l/ noun a place where criminals 
are kept before trial or after they have 
been convicted o He spent ten years in 
jail. = verb to put someone in prison o 
She was jailed for three years. o He was 
jailed for manslaughter. (NOTE: also 
spelled gaol in British English) 
jailbird /'dgetlbs:d/ noun somebody 
who is in prison or who has often been 
sent to prison 

jailbreak /‘d3etlbretk/ noun escape 
from prison 

jailer /‘dzetlo/ noun somebody who 
works in a jail or who is in charge of a jail 
jaywalker /‘dzetwo:ko/ noun some- 
body who walks across a street at a place 
which is not a proper crossing place 
jaywalking /‘d3erwo:kiy/ noun the 
offence of walking across a street at a 
place which is not a proper crossing 
point for pedestrians 

jeopardise /'d3epodaiz/, jeopardize 
verb to be likely to harm o Her arrest for 
drunken driving may jeopardise her 
work as a doctor specialising in child 
care. 

jeopardy /‘d3epodi/ noun no to be in 
jeopardy to be in danger of punishment 
or of harm o his driving licence is in 


jeopardy he may lose his driving li- 
cence. ù double jeopardy 

Job Centre /'d3pb ,sents/ noun a 
government office which lists and helps 
to fill jobs which are vacant 

job evaluation /'dzob ivelju 
,e1f(a)n/ noun the assessment of differ- 
ent jobs within an organisation to see 
what skills and qualifications are needed 
to carry them out, with a view to estab- 
lishing appropriate salaries 

job openings /'dzob ,aup(a)ninz/ 
plural noun jobs which are empty and 
need filling 

John Doe /,dzpn 'dau/ noun a name 
used as an example in fictitious cases 
join /d301m/ verb n to join someone to 
an action to attach someone’s name as 
one of the parties to an action 

joinder /'dzomde/ noun the act of 
bringing together several actions or sev- 
eral parties in one action. > misjoinder, 
nonjoinder 

joint /dzomt/ adjective 1. with two or 
more organisations or people linked to- 
gether 2. of two or more people who 
work together or who are linked o joint 
beneficiary o joint managing director o 


joint owner o joint signatory = noun a 


place or building (slang) 5 to case a 
joint to look at a building carefully be- 
fore deciding how to break into it 

joint account /'dzomt 9,kaunt/ noun 
a bank account for two people 

joint and several /,dzomt on 
'sev(ə)rəl/ adjective as a group together 
and also separately 

joint and several liability /,dzomt 
an ,sev(a)ral jlara'biliti/ noun a situa- 
tion where two or more parties share a 
single liability, and each party is also lia- 
ble for the whole claim 


joint commission of inquiry 


joint commission of inquiry 
/dzoint ko,mif(a)n əv in'kwarori/, 
joint committee /,d3omt ko'miti/ 
noun a commission or committee with 
representatives of various organisations 
on it 

joint committee /,d3oimt ko'miti/ 
noun a committee formed of equal num- 
bers of members of the House of Com- 
mons and House of Lords 

joint discussions /,d3omt di 
'skaf(e)nz/ plural noun discussions be- 
tween employers and employees before 
something is done 

joint heir /,d3omt 'eə/ noun some- 
body who is an heir with someone else 
joint liability /dgomt „larə'bilıti/ 
noun a situation where two or more par- 
ties share a single liability 

jointly /‘dgomtli/ adverb together with 
one or more other people o to own a 
property jointly o to manage a company 
jointly o They are jointly liable for dam- 
ages. 0 jointly and severally liable lia- 
ble both as a group and as individuals 
joint management = /,dzoint 
‘meenid3mont/ noun management by 
two or more people 

joint ownership /,dzomt ‘sunofip/ 
noun a situation where two or more per- 
sons own the same property 
joint-stock bank /,d3omt 'stok 
,beenk/ noun a bank which is a public 
company quoted on the Stock Exchange 
joint-stock company /'dgoint stok 
“Kamp(a)ni/ noun a company whose 
shares are held by many people 

joint tenancy /,d3omt_ 'tenənsi/ 
noun a situation where two or more per- 
sons acquire an interest in a property to- 
gether, where if one of the joint tenants 
dies, his or her share goes to those sur- 
viving. ù tenancy in common 

joint tortfeasors /,dzomt  to:t 
'fi:zəz/ plural noun two or more people 
who are responsible and liable for a tort 
jointure /'dzomtJfo/ noun the estate 
settled on a wife as part of the marriage 
settlement 

joint venture /,d3omt 'ventfa/ noun 
a very large business partnership where 
two or more companies join together as 
partners for a limited period 


joy riding /'d3o1 ,ratdin/ noun the of- 
fence of taking a car without the permis- 
sion of the owner and using it to drive 
about 
JP abbreviation justice of the peace 
(NOTE: The plural is JPs.) 
judge /d3ad3/ noun 1. an official who 
presides over a court and in civil cases 
decides which party is in the right o a 
County Court judge o a judge in the Di- 
vorce Court o The judge sent him to pris- 
on for embezzlement. (NOTE: In the UK it 
is planned to transfer the appointment 
of judges to a Judicial Appointments 
Board.) 2. one of the fifteen members of 
the European Court of Justice, appointed 
by the Member States m verb to decide o 
He judged it was time to call an end to 
the discussions. 
COMMENT: In England, judges are ap- 
pointed by the Lord Chancellor. The 
minimum requirement is that one 
should be a barrister or solicitor of ten 
years’ standing. The majority of judges 
are barristers, but they cannot practise 
as barristers. Recorders are practising 
barristers who act as judges on a part- 
time basis. The appointment of judges 
is not a political appointment, and 
judges remain in office unless they are 
found guilty of gross misconduct. 
Judges cannot be Members of Parlia- 
ment. In the USA, state judges can be 
appointed by the state governor or can 
be elected; in the federal courts and 
the Supreme Court, judges are ap- 
pointed by the President, but the ap- 
pointment has to be approved by Con- 
gress. 
Judge Advocate-General /d3ad3 
jedvakat 'dzen(o)ral/ noun a lawyer 
appointed by the state to advise on all le- 
gal matters concerning the army 
Judge Advocate-General of the 
Forces /,d3ad3 ,edvaket ,dzen(a)ral 
av 6a 'forsiz/ noun a lawyer appointed 
by the state to advise on all legal matters 
concerning the Army and Air Force 
Judge Advocate of the Fleet 
/,d3ad3 ,edvakat əv da 'fli:t/ noun a 
lawyer appointed by the state to advise 
on all legal matters concerning the Royal 
Navy 
judge in chambers /,d3ad3 in 
'tfermbaz/ noun a judge who hears a 
case in private rooms without the public 
being present and not in open court 


junior executive 


Judges’ Rules /d3ad31z 'ru:lz/ 
noun an informal set of rules governing 
how the police may question a suspect 
judgment /'d3ad3mont/, judgement 
noun an official decision of a court o to 
pronounce judgment, to give one’s 
judgment on something to give an offi- 
cial or legal decision about something o 
to enter judgement, to take judgment 
to record an official judgment on a case o 
to enter judgment for the claimant to 
make a legal judgment that the claim- 
ant’s claim is accepted o to enter judg- 
ment against the claimant to make a le- 
gal judgment that the claimant’s claim is 
not accepted o the claimant entered 
judgment in default the claimant took 
judgment (because the defendant failed 
to defend the case) 

judgment by default /,d3ad3mont 
bar di'forlt/ noun US a judgment with- 
out trial against a defendant who fails to 
respond to a claim 

judgment creditor /,d3ad3mont 
'‘kredita/ noun somebody who has been 
given a court order making a debtor pay 
a debt 

judgment debtor /'d3ad3mont 
,deta/ noun somebody who has been or- 
dered by a court to pay a debt 
judgment summons /,d3ad3mont 
'samonz/ noun a summons by a court to 
enforce a court order, such as ordering a 
judgment debtor to pay or to go to prison 
(NOTE: The spelling judgment is used 
by lawyers.) 

judicata » res judicata 

judicature /‘d3u:dikotfa/ noun ad- 
ministration of justice o judicature pa- 
per thick heavy paper on which court 
documents are engrossed. ù Supreme 
Court 

judice » sub judice 

judicial /d3u:'dif(a)l/ adjective 1. re- 
ferring to a judge or the law o the Judi- 
cial Committee of the House of Lords 
the highest appeal court in England and 
Wales 2. done in a court or by a judge 
Judicial Committee of the House 
of Lords /d3u:,d1f(9)l ko'miti ov ði: 
hauz lo:ds/ noun the highest court of ap- 
peal in both civil and criminal cases in 
England and Wales 


Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council /d3u:,dif(o)l ko,miti ov da 
\privi 'kauns(9)I/ noun the appeal court 
for appeals from courts outside the UK, 
such as the courts of some Common- 
wealth countries 


judicial immunity /d3u:,dif(o)l 1 
'mjuiniti/ noun a safety from prosecu- 
tion granted to judges when acting in a 
judicial capacity 

judicial notice /d3u: ,dif(o)l 'nəvtıs/ 
noun facts and matters which a judge is 
presumed to know, so that evidence does 
not have to be produced to prove them, 
such as that New Year’s Day is January 
Ist or that a small baby is not capable of 
walking 


judicial precedent /d3u:,dif(o)l 
'presıd(ə)nt/ noun a precedent set by a 
court decision, which can be reversed 
only by a higher court 

judicial processes /d3u:,d1f(0)l 
‘prousesiz/ plural noun the ways in 
which the law works 

judicial review /d3u: dı f{(©)l ri'vjus/ 
noun a review by a higher court of the 
actions of a lower court or of an adminis- 
trative body 

judicial separation /d3u:,d1f(o)l 
sepo'relf(a)n/ noun a decree of a court 
acknowledging the separation of a mar- 
ried couple, but neither person is allowed 
to marry again because they are not di- 
vorced. Also called legal separation 
judiciary /'d3u'difori/ noun n the ju- 
diciary all judges, the court system, the 
judicial power in general 

jump /d3amp/ » bail 

junior /‘dgu:nia/ adjective younger or 
lower in rank o John Smith, Junior the 
younger John Smith (i.e. the son of John 
Smith, Senior) m noun 1. a barrister who 
is not a Queen’s Counsel 2. a barrister 
appearing with a leader » also called jun- 
ior barrister 


junior clerk /,d3u:mis 'kla:k/ noun a 
clerk, usually young person, who has 
lower status than a senior clerk 

junior executive /,dzu:nio 1g 
'zekjutiv/ noun a less important manag- 
er in a company 


junior partner 


junior partner /,d3u:mio 'pa:tno/ 
noun somebody who has a small part of 
the shares in a partnership 
jurat /'d3uəræt/ noun words at the end 
of an affidavit, showing the details of 
when and by whom it was sworn 
juridical /dzu'rıdık(ə)l/ adjective re- 
ferring to the law or to judges 
jurisdiction /,d3uoris'dikfon/ noun 
legal power over someone or something 
o within the jurisdiction of the court in 
the legal power of a court o outside the 
jurisdiction of the court not covered by 
the legal power of the court o the prison- 
er refused to recognize the jurisdiction 
of the court the prisoner said that he or 
she did not believe that the court had the 
legal right to try them 
jurisdictional = /,d3uarts'dikfanal/ 
adjective referring to court’s jurisdiction 
jurisprudence /,d3uoris'pru:dons/ 
noun the study of the law and the legal 
system 
jurist /‘d3uertst/ noun a person who 
has specialised in the study and practice 
of law 
juristic /,d3uo'rtstik/ adjective ac- 
cording to the practice of law 
juror /‘d3uara/ noun a member of a 
jury 
COMMENT: Jurors can be selected 
from registered electors who are be- 
tween eighteen and sixty-five years 
old and who have been resident in the 
UK for five years. Barristers, solicitors, 
judges, priests, doctors, Members of 
Parliament, people who are insane are 
among the categories of people dis- 
qualified from being jurors. 
jury /‘d3uori/ noun a group of twelve 
citizens who are sworn to decide whether 
someone is guilty or not guilty on the ba- 
sis of the evidence they hear in court o he 
has been called for jury service, for 
jury duty UShe has been asked to do his 
duty as a citizen and serve on a jury o 
‘Members of the jury’ way of speaking 
to a jury in court o the foreman of the 
jury the chief juror, elected by the other 
jurors, who chairs the discussions of the 
jury and pronounces the verdict in court 
afterwards 


COMMENT: Juries are used in criminal 
cases, and in some civil actions, nota- 
bly actions for libel. They are also used 


in some coroner’s inquests. The role of 
the jury is use their common sense to 
decide if the verdict should be for or 
against the accused. Jurors have no 
knowledge of the law and follow the 
explanations given to them by the 
judge. Anyone whose name appears 
on the electoral register and who is be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 70 is eligible 
for jury service. Judges, magistrates, 
barristers and solicitors are not eligible 
for jury service, nor are priests, people 
who are on bail, and people suffering 
from mental illness. People who are 
excused jury service include members 
of the armed forces, Members of Par- 
liament and doctors. Potential jurors 
can be challenged if one of the parties 
to the case thinks they are or may be 
biased. 
jury box /‘d3uori boks/ noun a place 
where the jury sit in the courtroom 
juryman /'d3uərimən/ noun a member 
of a jury (NOTE: The plural is jurymen.) 
jury room /'‘d3vori ru:m/ noun a room 
where a jury meet to discuss the trial and 
reach a verdict 
jury service /‘d3uori ,s3:vis/ noun 
the duty which each citizen has of serv- 
ing on a jury if asked to do so 
jury vetting /,d3uori 'vet1n/ noun the 
examination of each of the proposed 
members of a jury to see if he or she is 
qualified to be a juror 
jus /d3as/ noun a Latin word meaning 
‘law’ or ‘right’ 
jus accrescendi /,d3as ,ekre'sendi/ 
» survivorship 
just /d3ast/ adjective fair or right o to 
show just cause to show a reason which 
is fair and acceptable in law o just war 
war which is considered to be morally 
right 
justice /‘d3astis/ noun 1. fair treat- 
ment under the law o to administer jus- 
tice to provide justice o to bring a crim- 
inal to justice to find a criminal and 
charge him with an offence 2. a magis- 
trate 3. a judge 4. the title given to a High 
Court judge o Mr Justice Adams 
justice of the peace /,d3astis ov 60 
‘pits/ noun a magistrate or local judge. 
Abbreviation JP 
justices’ chief executive 
/,dgzastisiz ,tfirf 1g'zekjutrv/ noun a 
senior administrator appointed by a mag- 


juvenile offender 


istrates’ courts committee to run the 
courts in an area, but not to give legal ad- 
vice 

justices’ clerk /,d3astisiz 'cla:k/ 
noun an official of a magistrates’ court 
who gives advice to the justices on law, 
practice or procedure; he or she reports 
to the justices’ chief executive of their 
area 

justiciable /dzas'tifab(o)l/ adjective 
referring to a legal principle which can 
be subject to laws o Some people ques- 
tion whether subsidiarity is justiciable. 
justiciary /d3as'tifari/ noun all judg- 
es 

justifiable /'dzastıfarob(ə)l/ adjec- 
tive excusable 

justifiable homicide 
/,d3astifarab(9)l 'homisaid/ noun the 
act of killing a person for an acceptable 
reason such as self-defence 
justification /,d3astift'kerf(a)n/ 
noun an acceptable reason for doing 
something o in justification as an ac- 
ceptable excuse for something o In justi- 
fication, the accused claimed that the 
burglar had attacked him with an axe. o 
He wrote a letter in justification of his 
decision. o The defendant entered de- 


fence of justification. o with some justi- 


fication having a good reason for some- 
thing o She claimed, with some justifica- 
tion, that she could not have known 
about the change as the letter had gone 
to the wrong address. 

justify /‘d3asti,fat/ verb to give an ex- 
cuse for o the end justifies the means if 
the result is right, the means used to 
reach it are acceptable 

justitia » fiat justitia 

juvenile /‘d3u:vonarl/ noun, adjective 
a young person under seventeen years of 
age 

Juvenile Court /'dzu:və nail ko:t/ 
noun a court which tries young offenders 
o The appeal court quashed the care or- 
der made by the juvenile court. (NOTE: 
The Juvenile Court is now called the 
Youth Court.) 

juvenile delinquent /,d3u:vonail dr 
'lıņkwənt/ noun a young criminal who 
commits minor crimes, especially 
against property 

juvenile offender /,d3u:vonail ə 
'fendə/ noun the former term for a 
young person tried in a Juvenile Court 
(NOTE: Now replaced by young offend- 
er.) 


K 


kangaroo court /,kengo'ru: ko:t/ 
noun an unofficial and illegal court set 
up by a group of people 

KC abbreviation King’s Counsel 


keeper /'ki:pa/ noun somebody who 
keeps something 

Keeper of the Great Seal /,ki:por 
av Oi: ,greit 'siil/ noun the Lord Chan- 
cellor 


Keogh plan /'ki:əu ,plen/ noun US a 
private pension programme which al- 
lows self-employed businessmen and 
professionals to set up pension plans for 
themselves 


kerb crawling /,k3:b 'kro:lm/ noun 
driving slowly in order to importune 
women standing on the pavement 

key money /'ki: ,mani/ noun a premi- 
um paid when taking over the keys of a 
flat or office which you are renting 


kickback /‘kikbek/ noun an illegal 
commission paid to someone, especially 
a government official, who helps in a 
business deal 

kidnap /'kidnzp/ verb to take away 
someone and keep them somewhere 
against their will, usually asking for 
money to be paid or conditions to be met 
before they can be released 


kidnapper /'kıdnæpə/ noun some- 
body who kidnaps someone 
kidnapping /‘kidnzp1n/ noun the no- 


tifiable offence of taking away a person 
by force 


kill /k11/ verb to make someone die o He 
was accused of killing his girlfriend with 
a knife. 

killer /‘kila/ noun somebody who kills 
o The police are searching for the girl’s 
killer. 

kin /kin/ plural noun relatives or close 
members of the family. ù next of kin 
King’s Counsel /,kinz 'kaunsol/ 
noun abbreviation KC. » Queen’s 
Counsel (NOTE: There is no plural for 
counsel which is always used in the 
singular whether it refers to one barris- 
ter or several, and it is never used with 
the article the or a. On the other hand, 
the abbreviation QC can have a plural: 
Two QCs represented the defendant.) 
kitemark /'kartma:k/ noun a mark put 
on British goods to show that they meet 
official standards 

kleptomania /,kleptsu'meinia/ noun 
a mental illness which makes someone 
steal things 

kleptomaniac = /,kleptou'memiek/ 
noun somebody who steals things be- 
cause he or she suffers from kleptomania 
knock-for-knock agreement /,nok 
fa nok ə'gri:mənt/ noun an agreement 
between two insurance companies that 
they will not take legal action against 
each other, and that each will pay the 
claims of their own clients 

knowingly /‘nournli/ adverb deliber- 
ately o It was charged that he knowingly 
broke the Official Secrets Act by publish- 
ing the document in his newspaper. 


labour /‘letba/ noun 1. heavy work o to 
charge for materials and labour to 
charge for both the materials used in a 
job and also the hours of work involved 
2. the workforce in general (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is labor.) o 
skilled labour workers who have special 
knowledge or qualifications 
labourer /'lerbərə/ noun somebody 
who does unskilled work (NOTE: The US 
spelling is laborer.) 
labour-intensive industry /letbor 
In,tenstv 'mndastri/ noun an industry 
which needs large numbers of employees 
or where labour costs are high in relation 
to turnover 
labour law /'lerbə |o:/, labour laws 
/'lerbə lo:z/, labour legislation /,lerbə 
led3i'slerf(a)n/ noun US law relating 
to the employment of workers 
laches /'læt fiz/ noun long delay or ne- 
glect in asserting a legal right. » statute 
of limitations 
lading /‘letdin/ » bill of lading 
Lady Day /letdi det/ noun 25th 
March, one of the quarter days when rent 
is paid for land 
laissez-faire /letse1 'feə/, laisser- 
faire noun a political theory where a 
government does nothing to control the 
economy o Laissez-faire policies result- 
ed in increased economic activity, but 
contributed to a rise in imports. 
land /lend/ noun an area of earth 
COMMENT: Under English law, the 
ownership of all land is vested in the 
Crown; individuals or other legal per- 
sons may however hold estates in 
land, the most important of which are 
freehold estates (which amount to ab- 
solute ownership) and leasehold es- 
tates (which last for a fixed period of 
time). Ownership of land usually con- 


fers ownership of everything above 
and below the land. The process of 
buying and selling land is ‘conveyanc- 
ing’. Any contract transferring land or 
any interest in land must be in writing. 
Interests in land can be disposed of by 
a will. 

land agent /'‘lend ,erd3ənt/ noun 

somebody who manages a farm or large 

area of land for someone 


land certificate /'lænd so,tiftkot/ 
noun a document which shows who 
owns a piece of land, and whether there 
are any charges on it 

land charges /'lænd ,t fa:d31z/ plural 
noun covenants, mortgages, etc., which 
are attached to a piece of land 


landing card /'lændıņ ka:d/ noun a 
card given to passengers who have 
passed customs and can land from a ship 
or an aircraft 

landing charges /‘lendrn ,t fa:d31z/ 
plural noun payment for putting goods 
on land and for customs duties 


landing order /'lændıņ ,o:do/ noun a 
permit which allows goods to be unload- 
ed into a bonded warehouse without pay- 
ing customs duty 

landlady /lændlerdi/ noun a woman 
who owns a property which she lets 


landlord /‘lzndlo:d/ noun a person or 
company which owns a property which 
is let 


Landlord and Tenant Act 
/lendlo:d on 'tenont ,ekt/ noun an 
Act of Parliament which regulates the 
letting of property 

landmark decision /lændma:k dı 
's13(9)n/ noun a legal or legislative deci- 
sion which creates an important legal 
precedent 


landowner 


landowner /'lændəunə/ noun some- 
body who owns large areas of land 
land register /'lænd ,red3ista/ noun 
a register of land, showing who owns it 
and what buildings are on it 
land registration /'lænd redzi 
,strerf(o)n/ noun a system of registering 
land and its owners 
Land Registry /'lænd ,redzistri/ 
noun the British government office 
where details of land and its ownership 
are kept 
lands /lændz/ plural noun large areas 
of land owned by one owner 
Lands Tribunal /‘la:ndz trar 
,bjurn(e)l/ noun a court which deals 
with compensation claims relating to 
land 
land tax /'lænd tæks/ noun a tax on 
the amount of land owned 
land tenure /lænd ,tenja/ noun a 
way in which land is owned such as 
leasehold or freehold 
lapse /læps/ noun 1. o a lapse of time 
a period of time which has passed 2. the 
ending of a right, a privilege or an offer, 
e.g. the termination of an insurance poli- 
cy because the premiums have not been 
paid 3. the failure of a legacy because the 
beneficiary has died before the testator m 
verb to stop being valid or effective o to 
let an offer lapse to allow time to pass so 
that an offer is no longer valid o lapsed 
passport passport which is out of date 
lapsed legacy /,lzpst 'legasi/ nouna 
legacy which cannot be put into effect 
because the person who should have re- 
ceived it died before the person who 
made the will 
lapsed policy /læpst 'polisi/, lapsed 
insurance policy /læpst m,fusrons 
‘pplisi/ noun insurance which is no 
longer valid because the premiums have 
not been paid 
larceny /'la:s(a)ni/ noun the crime of 
stealing goods which belong to another 
person o She was convicted of larceny. 
COMMENT: Larceny no longer exists in 
English law, having been replaced by 
the crime of theft. 
last /la:st/ adjective, adverb coming at 
the end of a series o Out of a queue of 
twenty people, I was served last. o This is 


our last board meeting before we move to 
our new offices. o This is the last case 
which the magistrates will hear before 
lunch. 

last in first out /la:st ın ,fs:st 'avt/ 
phrase 1. in a redundancy situation, the 
dismissal of the people who have been 
most recently appointed before people 
who have longer service 2. accounting 
method where stock is valued at the price 
of the latest purchases » abbreviation 
LIFO 

last will and testament /,la:st ,wil 
ən 'testamont/ noun a document by 
which a person says what they want to 
happen to their property when they die 
late /le1t/ adjective 1. after the time 
stated or agreed o We apologise for the 
late start of this meeting. o there is a 
penalty for late delivery if delivery is 
later than the agreed date, the supplier 
has to pay a fine 2. at the end of a period 
of time o latest date for signature of the 
contract the last acceptable date for 
signing the contract 3. dead o She inher- 
ited a fortune from his late uncle. 
latent /'lert (ə)nt/ adjective existing but 
not obvious or visible 

latent ambiguity /jlert(a)nt ,embi 
'gjuziti/ noun a word or phrase in a con- 
tract which can mean two or more things, 
but which does not appear to be mislead- 
ing at first 

latent defect /Jeit(o)nt ‘di:fekt/ 
noun a fault which cannot be seen imme- 
diately 

launder /'lo:ndo/ verb to transfer ille- 
gal or stolen money into an ordinary 
bank account, usually by a complex 
process to avoid detection (slang) o The 
proceeds of the robbery were laundered 
through a bank in the Caribbean. 

law /lo:/ noun 1. a written or unwritten 
tule by which a country is governed and 
the activities of people and organisations 
are controlled. A written law in the UK is 
an Act of Parliament which has received 
the Royal Assent, or, in the US, an Act of 
Congress which has been signed by the 
President or which has been passed by 
Congress over the President’s veto. o A 
law has to be passed by Parliament. o 
The government has proposed a new law 
to regulate the sale of goods on Sundays. 


law of property 


2. o contract law, the law of contract 
laws relating to agreements o to take 
someone to law to sue someone o inside 
the law, within the law obeying the laws 
of a country o against the law, outside 
the law not according to the laws of a 
country o Dismissing an employee with- 
out reason is against the law. o The com- 
pany is operating outside the law. n in 
law according to the law o What are the 
duties in law of a guardian? o to break 
the law to do something which is against 
the law o He is breaking the law by sell- 
ing goods on Sunday. o You will be 
breaking the law if you try to take that 
computer out of the country without an 
export licence. 3. a general rule 4. o the 
law the police and the courts (informal) 
o The law will catch up with him in the 
end. o If you don’t stop making that noise 
I'll have the law on you. o the strong, 
long arm of the law ability of the police 
to catch criminals and deal with crime 


law and order /,lo: and 's:da/ noun a 
situation where the laws of a country are 
being obeyed by most people o There 
was a breakdown of law and order fol- 
lowing the assassination of the president. 


lawbreaker /'ls:,brerka/ noun some- 
body who breaks the law 


law-breaking /‘Is: ,bretk1n/ noun the 
act of doing something which is against 
the law 

Law Centre /'Is: ,senta/ noun a local 
office, especially in London, with full- 
time staff who advise and represent cli- 
ents free of charge 


Law Commission /'lo: ko,m1f(2)n/ 
noun a permanent committee which re- 
views English law and recommends 
changes to it 
law court /'lo: ko:t/ noun a place 
where trials are held 
COMMENT: In civil cases he decides 
which party is right legally; in criminal 
cases the decision is made by a jury, 
and the judge passes sentence. 
law enforcement /'Is: 1n,fo:smont/ 
noun the activity of making sure that 
laws are obeyed 
law enforcement officers /‘lo:r in 
forsmont ,pfis:oz/ plural noun people 
who have the official role of making sure 


that people obey the law, e.g. police of- 
ficers 
lawful /'lo:f(9)I/ adjective acting within 
the law 
lawfully /‘lo:fuli/ adverb acting within 
the law 
lawful picketing /,lo:f(a)l 'prkotiy/ 
noun picketing which is allowed by law 
lawful practice /,lo:f(0)l 'præktıs/ 
noun an action which is permitted by the 
law 
lawful trade /,lo:f(a)l 'trerd/ noun 
trade which is allowed by law 
lawless /'lo:las/ adjective not control- 
led by the law or by the police o The 
magistrates criticised the lawless behav- 
iour of the football crowd. 
lawlessness /'lo:losnos/ noun the 
state of being lawless o The government 
is trying to fight lawlessness in large cit- 
ies. 
Law List /‘Io: list/ noun an annual pub- 
lished list of barristers and solicitors 
Law Lords /'lo: lo:dz/ plural noun 
members of the House of Lords who are 
or were judges, including the Lord Chan- 
cellor and the Lords of Appeal in Ordi- 
nary 
law-making /'lo: ,merkıy/ noun the 
process of making of laws o Parliament 
is the law-making body in Great Britain. 
lawman /'lormzn/ noun US a police- 
man (NOTE: The plural is lawmen.) 
law merchant /'lo: ,ms:tfənt/ noun 
same as mercantile law 
Law Officers /‘lo:r ,vfis:oz/ plural 
noun members of the British govern- 
ment, but not members of the Cabinet: 
the Attorney-General and Solicitor-Gen- 
eral in England and Wales, and the Lord 
Advocate and Solicitor-General in Scot- 
land 
COMMENT: The Law Officers advise 
the government and individual minis- 
tries on legal matters. The Attorney- 
General will prosecute in trials for seri- 
ous crimes. 
law of master and servant /lo: ov 
smarsto on 'ssivent/ noun same as em- 
ployment law 
law of property /,lo: ov 'propəti/ 
noun a branch of the law dealing with the 
rights of ownership 


law of succession 


law of succession /5: ov sok 
'sef(ə)n/ noun law relating to how prop- 
erty shall pass to others when the owner 
dies 

law of supply and demand /,ls:r 
av sə, plar ən di'ma:nd/ noun the gen- 
eral rule that the amount of a product 
which is available is related to the needs 
of possible customers 


law reform /lo: ri'form/ noun the 
continuing process of revising laws to 
make them better suited to the needs of 
society 


Law Reports /'lo: ri,po:ts/ plural 
noun regular reports of new cases and 
legislation 

law school /'lo: sku:l/ noun US a 
school where lawyers are trained 

Law Society /,lo: sa'sarati/ noun an 
organisation of solicitors in England and 
Wales, which represents and regulates 
the profession 

Laws of Oleron /Is:z ov 'plorpn/ 
plural noun the first maritime laws, 
drawn up in 1216 and used as a base for 
subsequent international laws 

law stationer /'lo: ,sterf(o)no/ nouna 
person who specialises in supplying sta- 
tionery to legal firms 

lawsuit /‘lo:su:t/ noun US a case 
brought to a court by a private person o 
to bring a lawsuit against someone to 
tell someone to appear in court to settle 
an argument o to defend a lawsuit to ap- 
pear in court to state your case 


lawyer /'lo:ja/ noun a person who has 
studied law and can act for people on le- 
gal business 

lay /let/ verb o to lay down to state 
clearly o The conditions are laid down in 
the document. o The guidelines lay down 
rules for dealing with traffic offences. m 
adjective not belonging to a specific pro- 
fession 

lay assessor /'ler 9,sesa/ noun a per- 
son who is not a lawyer who has techni- 
cal knowledge of a subject and advises a 
court on specialised matters 

lay magistrate /e1 'mædzıstrert/ 
noun an unpaid magistrate who is not 
usually a qualified lawyer. Compare sti- 
pendiary magistrate 


layperson /'lermən/, layman, lay- 
woman noun somebody who does not 
belong to the legal profession (NOTE: 
The plural is laymen.) 

lay representative /le1 ,repri 
'zentətıv/ noun a person representing 
someone in a case in the small claims 
track who is not a solicitor, barrister or 
legal executive 

LC abbreviation Lord Chancellor 

L/C abbreviation letter of credit 

LCJ abbreviation Lord Chief Justice 


lead /li:d/ noun a piece of information 
which may help solve a crime o The po- 
lice are following up several leads in the 
murder investigation. m verb 1. to be the 
first or in front o The company leads the 
market in cheap computers. 2. to be the 
main person in charge of a group 3. to be 
the main person in a team of barristers 
appearing for one side in a case o The 
prosecution is led by J.M. Jones, QC. o 
Mr Smith is leading for the Crown. 4. to 
start to do something such as present a 
case in court o Mr Jones led for the pros- 
ecution. o The Home Secretary will lead 


for the Government in the emergency de- 


bate. 5. to bring evidence before a court 
6. to try to make a witness answer a ques- 
tion in court in a specific way o Counsel 
must not lead the witness. (NOTE: lead- 
ing — led — has led) 
leader /‘li:da/ noun 1. somebody who 
manages or directs others o She is the 
leader of the trade delegation to Nigeria. 
o The minister was the leader of the par- 
ty of lawyers on a tour of American 
courts. 2. the main barrister, usually a 
QC, in a team appearing for one side in a 
case 3. a product which sells best o a 
market leader product which sells most 
in a market or company which has the 
largest share of a market 
COMMENT: Normally a party leader has 
a great deal of power when it comes to 
making appointments and deciding 
party policy. In Britain, the leader of a 
party may feel bound to follow policy 
decisions laid down by the party con- 
ference. This may restrict the leader’s 
room for manoeuvre. 
leading /‘li:din/ adjective most impor- 
tant o Leading shares rose on the Stock 
Exchange o Leading businessmen feel 
the end of the recession is near. o Lead- 


left of centre 


ing shareholders in the company forced a 
change in management policy. o They 
are the leading company in the field. 
COMMENT: Leading questions may be 
asked during cross-examination or 
during examination in chief. 
leading cases / li:din 'kersız/ plural 
noun important cases which have set 
precedents 
leading counsel /,li:diy 'kaunsol/ 
noun the main barrister, usually a QC, in 
a team appearing for one side in a case 
leading question / li:din 
'kweftfon/ noun a question put by a 
barrister to a witness which strongly sug- 
gests to the witness what the answer 
ought to be, e.g. a question which can 
only be answered ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ 
leak /li:k/ noun the unofficial passing of 
information which has not yet been pub- 
lished, by officials, MPs or employees to 
newspapers. TV or radio stations, or oth- 
er public forums. o The government is in- 
vestigating the latest leak of documents 
relating to the spy trial. = verb to make 
secret information public without being 
authorised to do so o The details of the 
plan have been leaked to the press to test 
public reaction. 
lease /li:s/ noun 1. a written contract 
for letting or renting of a building, a 
piece of land or a piece of equipment for 
a period of time on payment of a fee o 
the lease expires, runs out in 2010 the 
lease comes to an end in 2010 o on expi- 
ration of the lease when the lease comes 
to an end. } demise 2. o to hold an oil 
lease in the North Sea to have a lease on 
a section of the North Sea to explore for 
oil m verb 1. to let or rent offices, land or 
machinery for a period o to lease offices 
to small firms o to lease equipment 2. to 
use an office, land or machinery for a 
time and pay a fee to the landlord or les- 
sor o to lease an office from an insurance 
company o All our company cars are 
leased. 
lease back /\li:s 'bak/ verb to sell a 
property or machinery to a company and 
then take it back on a lease o They sold 
the office building to raise cash, and then 
leased it back for twenty-five years. 
lease-back /'liis bæk/ noun an ar- 
rangement by which property is sold and 


then taken back on a lease o They sold 
the office building and then took it back 
under a lease-back arrangement. 


leasehold /'li:shəvld/ adjective, ad- 
verb on the basis of a lease o a leasehold 
property o to purchase a flat leasehold m 
noun a property which is held for a peri- 
od of time on the basis of a lease o The 
company has some valuable leaseholds 
in the city centre. 


leasehold enfranchisement 
/ litshould in'freent faızmənt/ noun the 
right of a leaseholder to buy the freehold 
of the property which he or she is leasing 


leaseholder /'li:shaulda/ noun some- 
body who holds a property on a lease 


leasing /'li:s19/ noun the activity of let 
someone use something for a period on 
payment of a fee o The company has 
branched out into car leasing. = adjec- 
tive providing something on the basis of 
a lease o to run a photocopier under a 
leasing arrangement o a computer-leas- 
ing company 

leave /li:v/ noun 1. permission to do 
something o Counsel asked leave of the 
court to show a film taken of the acci- 
dent. n ‘by your leave’ with your per- 
mission o leave to defend permission 
from a court allowing someone to defend 
himself against an accusation 2. a per- 
mitted period of being away from work. 
>» maternity leave, paternity leave, 
sick leave o leave of absence permis- 
sion to be away from work for a period 
for an unexpected reason o to go on 
leave, to be on leave to be away from 
work on holiday o She is away on sick 
leave or on maternity leave. m verb 1. to 
go away from somewhere or someone o 
The next plane leaves at 10.20. o He left 
his office early to go to the meeting. 2. to 
give property to someone when you die o 
He left his house to his wife. o I was left 
£5,000 by my grandmother in her will. 3. 
to resign o She left her job and started up 
a new business. (NOTE: leaving — left — 
has left) 


left /left/ noun o swing to the left 
movement of support towards socialist 
principles 

left of centre /,left ov 'senta/ adjec- 
tive tending towards socialism 


legacy 


legacy /'legəsi/ noun money or per- 
sonal property excluding land given by 
someone to someone else in a will o She 
received a small legacy in her uncle’s 
will. 

COMMENT: Freehold land left to some- 

one in a will is a devise. 
legal /'li:g(a)l/ adjective 1. according 
to or allowed by the law o The company’s 
action was completely legal. 2. referring 
to the law o to take legal action, to start 
legal proceedings to sue someone, to 
take someone to court o to take legal ad- 
vice to ask a lawyer to advise about a 
problem in law o legal department, le- 
gal section section of a company dealing 
with legal matters 
legal adviser /li:g(o)l od'vaizo/ 
noun somebody who advises clients 
about problems in law 
legal age /‘li:g(a)l e1d3/ noun US the 
age at which a person can sue or can be 
sued or can undertake business 
Legal Aid /li:g(o)l ‘etd/ noun a 
former British government scheme 
whereby a person with very little money 
could have legal representation and ad- 
vice paid for by the state. Now adminis- 
tered by the Legal Services Commission. 
Legal Aid Centre /|li:g(a)l 'erd 
,sento/ noun formerly, a local office giv- 
ing advice to clients with legal problems, 
assisting with Legal Aid applications and 
recommending clients to solicitors. ù Le- 
gal Services Commission 
legal certainty /li:g(o)l 'ss:t(o)nti/ 
noun in European law, a principle which 
states that vested rights are not retroac- 
tive, that legislation shall not have retro- 
spective effect, and that the legitimate 
expectations of a claimant must be re- 
spected 
legal charge /li:g(a)l 'tfa:d3/ nouna 
charge created over property by a legal 
mortgage 
legal claim /‘li:g(0)l klerm/ noun a 
statement that someone owns something 
legally o He has no legal claim to the 
property. 
legal claim to something / li:g(o)! 
klerm tə 'samO@1n/ noun a statement that 
you think you own something legally o 
He has no legal claim to the property or 
to the car. 


legal costs /'li:g(a)l kosts/ noun 
money spent on fees to lawyers 


legal currency /jli:g(9)l 'karonsi/ 
noun the money that is legally used in a 
country 


legal executive /lig@) 1g 
'zekjutiv/ noun a clerk in a solicitor’s 
office who is not a solicitor and is not ar- 
ticled to become one, but has passed the 
examinations of the Institute of Legal 
Executives 
COMMENT: Legal executives deal with 
a lot of the background work in solici- 
tors’ offices, including probate, con- 
veyancing, matrimonial disputes, etc. 
They can speak before a judge on 
questions which are not contested. 
legal expenses insurance 
/ liig) 1k,spensiz 1n'fuərəns/ noun 
insurance which will pay the costs of a 
court case 


legal expert /‘li:g(a)l ,eksps:t/ noun 
somebody who has a wide knowledge of 
the law 


legal holiday /,li:g(ə)l 'holıde1/ noun 
a day when banks and other businesses 
are closed 


legalisation /,li:golat'zetf(a)n/, le- 
galization noun the process of making 
something legal o the campaign for the 
legalisation of abortion 


legalise /‘li:golatz/, legalize verb to 
make something legal 


legality /I1'gzliti/ noun the fact of be- 
ing allowed by law o There is doubt 
about the legality of the company’s ac- 
tion in dismissing him. 


legally /'li:gali/ adverb according to 
the law o the contract is legally binding 
according to the law, the contract has to 
be obeyed o the directors are legally re- 
sponsible the law says that the directors 
are responsible 

legal memory /li:g(a)l_ 'mem(ə)ri/ 
noun the period since 1189, the accepted 
date to which legal title can be traced o 
This practice has existed from before the 
time of legal memory. ġ immemorial ex- 
istence 

legal person /li:g(a)l 'p3:s(a)n/ 
noun a company or corporation consid- 
ered as a legal body 
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lender 


legal personality /li:g(0)l ,ps:so 
'næləti/ noun existence as a body and so 
ability to be affected by the law 

legal proceedings /‘li:g(o)l pra 
/Sizdinz/ plural noun a legal action o The 
court proceedings were adjourned. 
legal representative / li:g(9)I ,repri 
'zentotiv/ noun a barrister, solicitor, or 
legal executive, who acts on behalf of a 
party in a case 

legal right /'li:g(©)l ratt/ noun a right 
which exists under law 

legal secretary / lirg(e)l 
'sekrat(a)ri/ noun a secretary in a firm 
of solicitors or the legal department of a 
company 

legal separation /i:g(a)l ,sepo 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun same as judicial sepa- 
ration 

Legal Services Commission 
/lirg(a)l ,s3rvisiz ko'mif(a)n/ noun a 
body set up to run the Community Legal 
Service and the Criminal Defence Serv- 
ice. Abbreviation LSC. Former name 
Legal Aid 

legal status /'li:g(a)l ,stertəs/ noun a 
legal identity of a person or body such as 
a company or partnership 

legal tender /,li:g(a)l 'tenda/ noun 
coins or notes which can be legally used 
to pay a debt (NOTE: Small denomina- 
tions cannot be used to pay large 
debts.) 

legal writer /li:g(o)l 'rartə/ noun 
somebody who writes and publishes 
commentaries on legal problems 
legatee /lega'ti:/ noun somebody 
who receives a legacy from someone 
who has died 

legis » corpus legis, ratio legis 
legislate /‘led3islett/ verb to make a 
law o Parliament has legislated against 
the sale of drugs or to prevent the sale of 
drugs. 

legislation /,led31'slerf(9)n/ noun the 
set of laws that have been agreed by Par- 
liament and are implemented by the 
courts 

legislative /‘ledzislattv/ adjective 
used to make laws o Parliament has a 
legislative function. 


legislative initiative /led3islotiv 1 
'nifativ/ noun the power to propose leg- 
islation o Member States of the EU have 
the right of initiative in all legal and in- 
ternal matters. 


legislative veto = /,led3islativ 
'virtou/ noun a clause written into legis- 
lation relating to government agencies, 
which states that the agency cannot act in 
a way that the US Congress does not ap- 
prove 


legislator /‘led3isle1ta/ noun a person 
who makes or passes laws as a member 
of a national or other legislative body 


legislature /‘ledztslotfa/ noun 1. the 
part of a national or other government 
which makes or changes laws o Mem- 
bers of the legislature voted against the 
proposal. (NOTE: The other parts are the 
executive and the judiciary.) 2. the 
building where a Parliament meets o The 
protesters marched towards the State 
Legislature. 

legitimacy /li'd31trmasi/ noun 1. the 
state of being legitimate o The court 
doubted the legitimacy of his claim. 2. a 
court case to make someone legitimate 


legitimate adjective /1'd31trmot/ 1. 
allowed by law o He has a legitimate 
claim to the property. 2. born to parents 
who are married to each other o He left 
his property to his legitimate offspring. ù 
illegitimate m verb /l1'd31timeit/ to 
make a child legitimate 

legitimate expectations = /Ir 
dzitrmot ,ekspek'terf(ə)nz/ plural 
noun expectations of an employee which 
are usual and what one might expect em- 
ployees to have 

legitimation /lı,dzıtıi'merf(ə)n/, le- 
gitimisation /lt,d31trmat'zetf(o)n/ 
noun the act of making a child legiti- 
mate, e.g. by the marriage of the parents 
lend /lend/ verb to allow someone to 
use something for a period o to lend 
something to someone or to lend some- 
one something o He lent the company 
money or he lent money to the company. 
o She lent the company car to her daugh- 
ter. o The bank lent him £50,000 to start 
his business. 

lender /‘lenda/ noun somebody who 
lends money 


lender of the last resort 


lender of the last resort /,lendo ov 
ðr laist ri'zor:t/ noun a central bank 
which lends money to commercial banks 


lending /‘lendin/ noun the act of let- 
ting someone use money for a time 


lending limit /‘lendiy ,limit/ noun a 
limit on the amount of money a bank can 
lend 


lessee /le'si:/ noun a person who pays 
rent for a property he or she leases from 
a lessor 

lessor /le'so:/ noun somebody who 
grants a lease on a property to a lessee 


let /let/ verb 1. to allow someone to do 
something o The magistrate let the pris- 
oner speak to his wife. 2. to lend a prop- 
erty such as house, office, farm to some- 
one for a payment o to let an office to al- 
low someone to use an office for a time 
in return for payment of rent o offices to 
let offices which are available to be 
leased by companies m noun 1. a period 
of the lease of a property o They took the 
office on a short let. 2. n without let or 
hindrance without any obstruction 


let-out clause /'let aut ,klo:z/ noun a 
clause which allows someone to avoid 
doing something in a contract o He add- 
ed a let-out clause to the effect that the 
payments would be revised if the ex- 
change rate fell by more than 5%. 


letter /‘leta/ noun 1. a piece of writing 
sent from one person or company to an- 
other to give information 2. o air letter 
special thin blue paper which when fold- 
ed can be sent by air without an envelope 
o airmail letter letter sent by air 3. o to 
acknowledge receipt by letter to write a 
letter to say that something has been re- 
ceived 4. a written or printed symbol 
such as A, B, C o Write your name and 
address in block letters or in capital let- 
ters. 

letter before action /leto bi,fo: 
‘eek fon/ noun a letter written by a lawyer 
to give a party the chance to pay the cli- 
ent before he or she sues 

letter of acknowledgement /letor 
əv ək'nplıdzmənt/ noun a letter which 
says that something has been received 
letter of allotment /letor ov ə 
‘Intmont/ noun a letter which tells 


someone how many shares in a new com- 
pany he or she has been allotted 

letter of application /,letor ov epli 
'ke1f(9)n/ noun a letter in which some- 
one applies for a job or applies for shares 
in a new company 

letter of appointment /,letar ov ə 
‘pointmont/ noun a letter in which 
someone is appointed to a job 

letter of attorney /,letor ov ə'tsıni/ 
noun a document showing that someone 
has power of attorney 

letter of comfort /,letor ov 'kamfot/ 
noun a letter supporting someone who is 
trying to get a loan 

letter of complaint /etor əv kom 
‘plemnt/ noun a letter in which someone 
complains 

letter of credit /leto ov ‘kredit/ 
noun a letter from a bank authorising 
payment of a specific sum to a person or 
company, usually in another country. 
Abbreviation L/C 

letter of demand /,leta ov di'ma:nd/ 
noun USa letter issued by a party or law- 
yer demanding payment before taking 
legal action 

letter of indemnity /etor ov in 
'demniti/ noun a letter promising pay- 
ment of compensation for a loss 

letter of intent /letor ov in'tent/ 
noun a letter which states what someone 
intends to do if a specific thing takes 
place 

letter of reference /letər ov 
'ref(ə)rəns/ noun a letter in which an 
employer or former employer recom- 
mends someone for a new job 

letter of renunciation /,letor ov rı 
mansi'elf(a)n/ noun a form sent with 
new shares, which allows the person who 
has been allotted the shares to refuse to 
accept them and so sell them to someone 
else 

letter of request /,letə ov ri'kwest/ 
noun a letter to a court in another coun- 
try, asking for evidence to be taken from 
someone under that court’s jurisdiction 
letters of administration /,letaz ov 
adminti'streif(a)n/ noun a document 
given by a court to allow someone to deal 
with the estate of a person who has died 
without leaving a will or where the exec- 
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licence 


utor appointed under the will cannot act 
(NOTE: not used in the singular) 


letters patent /,letoz 'pertənt/ plural 
noun an official document from the 
Crown, which gives someone the exclu- 
sive right to do something such as be- 
coming a lord or making and selling an 
invention 

letting agency /‘letm ,erdzansi/ 
noun an agency which deals in property 
to let 


levy /'levi/ noun a type of tax which is 
collected by the government or an offi- 
cial body m verb to demand payment of a 
tax or an extra payment and to collect it 
o to levy a duty on the import of compu- 
ter parts o The government has decided 
to levy a tax on imported cars. 


lex /leks/ noun a Latin word meaning 
‘law’ 

lex fori /,leks 'forri/ noun the law of 
the place where the case is being heard 


lex loci actus /leks ,loukar 'æktəs/ 
noun the law of the place where the act 
took place 


lex loci contractus /leks ,loukar 
kən'træktəs/ noun the law of the place 
where the contract was made 


lex loci delicti /leks ,loukar dr 
"lekta1/ noun the law of the place where 
the crime was committed 


liabilities /lara'bilitiz/ plural noun 
debts of a business o The balance sheet 
shows the company’s assets and liabili- 
ties. 


liability /,lara'brliti/ noun 1. the fact of 
being legally responsible for paying for 
damage or loss incurred o His insurers 
have admitted liability but the amount of 
damages has not yet been agreed. o to 
accept, to admit liability for something 
to agree that you are responsible for 
something o to refuse liability for 
something to refuse to agree that you are 
responsible for something 2. o he was 
not able to meet his liabilities he could 
not pay his debts o to discharge one’s li- 
abilities in full to repay all debts 

liability clause /jlara'biliti klo:z/ 
noun a clause in the articles of associa- 
tion of a company which states that the 
liability of its members is limited 


liable /‘larab(a)l/ adjective 1. legally 
responsible for something o The custom- 
er is liable for breakages. o The chair- 
man was personally liable for the com- 
pany’s debts. o He was found by the 
judge to be liable for the accident. o He 
will be found liable if he assists a trustee 
to commit a dishonest breach of trust. 2. 
officially due to pay or do something o 
sales which are liable to stamp duty o 
Such an action renders him liable to a 


fine. 

libel /‘larb(9)l/ noun 1. a published or 
broadcast statement which damages 
someone’s character o She claimed that 
the newspaper report was a libel. 2. the 
act of making a libel o action for libel, 
libel action case in a law court where 
someone says that another person has 
written a libel about him m verb to dam- 
age someone’s character in writing or in 
a broadcast (NOTE: libelling — libelled. 
The US spelling is libeling — libeled.) 


libeller /‘latb(a)lo/ noun somebody 
who has libelled someone 


libellous /‘latbalas/ adjective casting 
a slur on someone’s character o She said 
that the report was libellous. 


liberty /‘ltbati/ noun the situation of 
being free o at liberty free, not in prison 
o They are still at liberty while waiting 
for charges to be brought. o liberty of 
the individual freedom for each person 
to act within the law o liberty of the 
press freedom of newspapers to publish 
what they want within the law without 
censorship o liberty of the subject the 
right of a citizen to be free unless con- 
victed of a crime which is punishable by 
imprisonment 


licence /‘lais(a)ns/, license US 
/‘lats(a)ns/ noun 1. an official document 
which allows someone to do something 
or to use something o He granted his 
neighbour a licence to use his field. n li- 
cence to sell liquor, liquor licence doc- 
ument given by the Magistrates’ Court 
allowing someone to sell alcohol o on li- 
cence a licence to sell alcohol for drink- 
ing on the premises, usually in a bar or 
restaurant 2. permission given by some- 
one to another person to do something 
which would otherwise be illegal 3. per- 
mission for someone to leave prison be- 


license 


fore the end of his or her sentence 4. o 
goods manufactured under licence 
goods made with the permission of the 
owner of the copyright or patent 
license /‘lats(a)ns/ noun US spelling 
of licence m verb to give someone offi- 
cial permission to do something o li- 
censed to sell beers, wines and spirits o 
to license a company to produce spare 
parts o He is licensed to drive a lorry. o 
She is licensed to run an employment 
agency. 

licensed deposit-taker /,lais(o)nst 
di'pozit ,terka/ noun a business such as 
a bank which takes deposits from indi- 
viduals and lends the money to others 
licensed premises  /,lats(o)nst 
‘premisiz/ plural noun a pub, restaurant, 
bar or shop which has a licence to sell al- 
cohol 

licensee /,lats(9)n'si:/ noun a person 
who has a licence allowing them to carry 
out an activity such as selling alcohol or 
manufacturing or extracting something 
licensing /‘lats(o)nsiy/ adjective re- 
lating to licences 

licensing agreement /‘lats(a)nsin ə 
\grizmont/ noun an agreement where a 
person is granted a licence to manufac- 
ture or use something 

licensing hours /'lars(ə)nsıy ,avoz/ 
plural noun hours of the day where alco- 
hol can be bought to be drunk on the 
premises 

licensing magistrates /,lats(a)ns1n 
'meed3istreits/ plural noun magistrates 
who grant licences to persons or premis- 
es for the sale of alcohol 

licit /'lısıt/ adjective legal 

lie /lat/ noun a statement which is not 
true 

lie detector /‘lai di,tekto/ noun a ma- 
chine which detects if a person is telling 
the truth 

lien /‘li:an/ noun the legal right to hold 
someone’s goods and keep them until a 
debt has been paid o The garage had a 
lien on her car until she paid the repair 
bill. 

lien on shares /,lizon pn 'feaz/ noun 
aright of a company to sell shares which 
have not been fully paid up, when the 
shareholder refuses to pay for them fully 


lieu /Iju:/ noun n in lieu of instead of o 
to give someone two months’ salary in 
lieu of notice to give an employee mon- 
ey equivalent to the salary for two 
months’ work and ask him to leave im- 
mediately 


lie upon the table /lar a,pon do 
'terb(ọ)l/ verb (of a petition) to have 
been put before the House of Commons 
COMMENT: After a petition has been 
presented by an MP it is said to ‘lie 
upon the table’. 
life /larf/ noun 1. the time when a per- 
son is alive o for life for as long as some- 
one is alive o His pension gives him a 
comfortable income for life. o the life as- 
sured, the life insured the person whose 
life has been covered by the life assur- 
ance 2. the period of time when some- 
thing is in existence o the life of a loan o 
during the life of the agreement o shelf 
life of a product length of time when a 
product can stay in the shop and still be 
good to use 


life annuity /‘larf 9,njurtti/ noun an- 
nual payments made to someone for the 
rest of their life 


life assurance /'‘larf ə, fuərəns/ noun 
insurance which pays a sum of money 
when someone dies, or at a specified date 
if the person is still alive 

life imprisonment /laf mm 
‘priz(a)nmont/ noun the punishment of 
being sent to prison for a serious crime, 
but not necessarily for the whole of your 
life (NOTE: As a penalty for murder, life 
imprisonment lasts on average ten 
years in the UK) 

life insurance /'laıf m,fuorons/ 
noun same as life assurance 

life interest /,la1f 'intrast/ noun a sit- 
uation where someone benefits from a 
property as long as he or she is alive 

life peer /'larf pro/ noun a member of 
the House of Lords who is appointed for 
life and whose title does not pass to an- 
other member of the family 

life preserver /‘laif pri,z3:vo/ noun a 
heavy club or cosh 

lifer /'larfə/ noun somebody serving a 
life sentence (slang) 


LIFO abbreviation last in first out 


liquidate 


lift /Irft/ verb 1. to take away or to re- 
move o The government has lifted the 
ban on imports of technical equipment. o 
The minister has lifted the embargo on 
the export of firearms. o Proceedings 
will continue when the stay is lifted. 2. to 
steal (informal) 

lightning factor /aitnm 'fæktə/ 
noun the possibility that even a good 
case may fail for an unexpected reason, 
which is one of the factors to be taken 
into account when preparing a condition- 
al fee agreement (informal) 

likelihood /'larklihud/ noun the fact 
of being likely 

likelihood of bias /jlatklihud ov 
'barəs/ noun the possibility that bias will 
occur because of a connection between a 
member of the court and a party in the 
case 

limit /'lımıt/ noun a point at which 
something ends no to set limits to im- 
ports, to impose limits on imports to 
allow only a specific amount of goods to 
be imported o he has exceeded his cred- 
it limit he has borrowed more money 
than he is allowed to do m verb to stop 
something from going beyond a specific 
point o The court limited damages to 
£100. o the banks have limited their 
credit the banks have allowed their cus- 
tomers only a limited amount of credit 
limitation /,ltmr'terf(9)n/ noun the act 
of allowing only a limited amount of 
something o The contract imposes limi- 
tations on the number of cars which can 
be imported. 

limitation of actions /,limiterf(o)n 
av 'ækf(ə)nz/ noun a law which allows 
only a specific amount of time, usually 
six years, for someone to start legal pro- 
ceedings in order to claim property or 
compensation for damage 

limitation of liability /,ltmiterf(o)n 
av lara'biliti/ noun 1. making someone 
liable for only a part of the damage or 
loss 2. making shareholders in a limited 
company liable for the debts of the com- 
pany only in proportion to their share- 
holding 

limitation period /,lrmui'terf(o)n 
\ploriod/ noun a period during which 
someone who has aright to claim against 
another person must start court proceed- 


ings. If the claim is not made in time, this 
may be used as a defence argument. 
limited /'lımıtıd/ adjective restricted 
limited liability /lımıtıd larə'bılıti/ 
noun the legal principle that individual 
members of limited liability company 
are liable for that company’s debts only 
to the value of their shares 

limited liability company /,lımıtıd 
lara biliti 'kamp(9)ni/ noun a company 
where each shareholder is responsible 
for repaying the company’s debts only to 
the face value of the shares he or she 
owns 

limited market /lımıtıd 'ma:kıt/ 
noun a market which can take only a spe- 
cific quantity of goods 

limited partner /lımıtıd 'pa:tno/ 
noun a partner who has only limited lia- 
bility for the partnership debts 

limited partnership / lımıtıd 
‘paitnofip/ noun a partnership where 
the liability of some of the partners is 
limited to the amount of capital they have 
each provided to the business while other 
working partners are fully liable for all 
the obligations of the partnership. These 
partners with limited liability may not 
take part in the running of the business. 
limited warranty /,l1mitid 'worant1/ 
noun a warranty which is limited in 
some way such as being valid only for a 
specific period of time or under special 
conditions of use 

limiting /'lımıtıy/ adjective restricting 
o a limiting clause in a contract o The 
short holiday season is a limiting factor 
on the hotel trade. 

Lincoln’s Inn /,linkonz 'ın/ noun one 
of the four Inns of Court in London 
lineal descent /,lmial di'sent/ noun 
direct descent from parent to child 

line management /‘lain 
;mzenid3mont/ noun a type of business 
organisation where each manager is di- 
rectly responsible for a stage in the oper- 
ation of the business 

liquid assets /,lıkwıd 'zsets/ noun 
cash, or bills which can be quickly con- 
verted into cash 

liquidate /'‘Itkwideit/ verb o to liqui- 
date a company to wind up a company, 
to close down a company and sell its as- 


liquidated damages 


sets o to liquidate a debt to pay a debt in 
full o to liquidate assets, stock to sell 
assets or stock to raise cash 

liquidated damages /,lıkwıdertıd 
‘deem1d31z/ plural noun specific amount 
which has been calculated as the loss suf- 
fered 

liquidation /,ltkwr'detf(9)n/ noun 1. 
o liquidation of a debt payment of a 
debt in full 2. the closing of a company 
and selling of its assets o the company 
went into liquidation the company was 
closed and its assets sold 

liquidator /'lıkwıdertə/ noun some- 
body who administers the assets and su- 
pervises the winding up of a company 
liquidity /It'kwiditi/ noun the situa- 
tion of having cash or assets which can 
easily be sold to raise cash o The compa- 
ny was going through a liquidity crisis 
and had to stop payments. 

lis /lıs/ noun a Latin word meaning 
‘lawsuit’ 

lis alibi pendens /lis_,zlibar 
‘pendenz/ noun a legal action has been 
started in another place 

lis pendens /1s 'pendenz/ noun 
pending suit 

list /lıst/ noun 1. a set of several items 
written one after the other o list of debt- 
ors o to add an item to a list o to cross 
someone’s name off a list o list of cases 
to be heard 2. a particular court to which 
cases are allocated according to their 
subject 3. a catalogue m verb 1. to write 
a series of items one after the other o The 
catalogue lists products by category. 2. 
to decide on the date at which a case will 
be heard o The case is listed to be heard 
next week. 

listed building /,l1stid 'bıldıy/ noun 
a building of special interest, often be- 
cause it is old, which the owners cannot 
alter or demolish 

listing /'lıstıņ/ noun the action of 
scheduling a case to be heard on a specif- 
ic date 

listing hearing /,listin 'hrərıy/ noun 
a hearing which may be held at which a 
court decides on the date at which a case 
will be heard 

listing questionnaire  /,l1stin 
k(w)estfa'nea/ noun a questionnaire 


sent by a court to the parties in a case al- 
located to the fast track, in which they 
must give details of things such as docu- 
ments, witnesses, expert evidence. The 
questionnaire has to be filed with the 
court within 14 days and is used by the 
court to decide on scheduling the date 
when the case will be heard. 

list of documents /list ov 'dokju 
‘ments/ noun a list prepared by parties 
in acivil action giving disclosure of doc- 
uments relevant to the action 

list of members /,l1st əv 'memboz/ 
noun an annual return made by a compa- 
ny listing its shareholders 

litem » ad litem 

literal rule /‘lit(a)ral ru:l/ noun a rule 
that, when interpreting a statute, the 
court should give the words of the statute 
their most obvious meaning 

litigant /'ltıgənt/ noun somebody 
who brings a lawsuit against someone 
litigant in person /,ltıgənt im 
'p3is(a)n/ noun a person bringing a law- 
suit who also speaks on his or her own 
behalf in court without the help of a law- 
yer 

litigate /'lıtıgert/ verb to bring a law- 
suit against someone to have a dispute 
settled 

litigation /,l1t1'getf(a)n/ noun the ac- 
tion of bringing a lawsuit against some- 
one to have a dispute settled o He has got 
into litigation with the county council. 
litigation friend = /rti'gerf(a)n 
frend/ noun somebody who represents a 
child or patient in court, and whose duty 
is to act in the best interests of the child 
or patient 

litigation practitioner /,lıtı 
'gerf(a)n prek ,t1f(9)no/ noun a lawyer 
who specialises in litigation 

litigious /l1'tidzas/ adjective very 
willing to bring a lawsuit against some- 
one to settle a disagreement 

living off immoral earnings /,l1vin 
pf 1,mpral 'sınıyz/ noun the offence of 
making a living from money obtained 
from prostitutes 

LJ abbreviation Lord Justice (NOTE: 
written after the surname of the judge in 
legal reports: Smith LJ said he was not 
laying down any guidelines for sentenc- 


logrolling 


ing but Smith LJ is spoken as ‘Lord 
Justice Smith’.) 


LJJ abbreviation lord justices 


LL.B., LL.M., LL.D. abbreviation let- 
ters written after someone’s name, show- 
ing that he or she has the degree of Bach- 
elor of Laws, Master of Laws or Doctor 
of Laws 


Lloyd’s /lo1dz/ noun a central London 
market for underwriting insurances o 
ship which is A1 at Lloyd’s ship which 
is in best condition according to Lloyd’s 
Register 

Lloyd’s Register /,lordz 'red31sto/ 
noun a classified list showing details of 
all the ships in the world 


Lloyd’s underwriter = /,lordz 
'andərartə/ noun a member of an insur- 
ance group at Lloyd’s who accepts to un- 
derwrite insurances 


loan /laun/ noun money that has been 
lent o short-term loan, long-term loan 
loans which have to be repaid within a 
few weeks or some years m verb to lend 


loan stock /'ləun stpk/ noun money 
lent to a company at a fixed rate of inter- 
est 


lobby /'lpbi/ noun a group of people or 
pressure group which tries to influence 
MPs or the passage of legislation o the 
car lobby people who try to persuade 
government that cars should be encour- 
aged and not restricted o the environ- 
mentalist lobby people who try to per- 
suade government that the environment 
must be protected, pollution stopped, etc. 
lobbyist /‘Ipbitst/ noun somebody 
who is paid to represent a pressure group 
local call /,louk(9)l 'ko:I/ noun a call 
to a number on the same exchange 
local court /‘louk(9)1 ko:t/ noun a 
court such as a magistrates’ court which 
hears cases coming from its local area 
local custom /,lauk(9)l 'kastəm/ 
noun the way in which things are usually 
done in a particular place 

loc. cit. phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘in the place which has been mentioned’ 
(NOTE: used when referring to a point in 
a legal text: ‘see also Smith J in Jones 
v. Associated Steel Ltd loc. cit. line 
26’) 


locking up /,lnk1j 'ap/ noun n the 
locking up of money in stock investing 
money in stock so that it cannot be used 
for other, possibly more profitable, in- 
vestments 


lock up /,lpk 'ap/ verb 1. to put some- 
one in prison or a psychiatric hospital 2. 
o to lock up a shop, an office to close 
and lock the door at the end of the day’s 
work o to lock up capital to have capital 
invested in such a way that it cannot be 
used for other investments 


lock-up /'Ipk ap/ adjective o lock-up 
shop shop which has no living accom- 
modation which the proprietor locks at 
night when it is closed m noun a prison 
(informal) 


loco » in loco parentis 


locum /'ləukəm/, locum tenens 
/ bukom 'tenonz/ noun somebody who 
takes the place of another person for a 
time o locums wanted in South London 


locus /'ləukəs/ noun a Latin word 
meaning ‘place’ 

locus sigilli /ləukəs sr'dzılar/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘place of 
the seal’: used to show where to put the 
seal on a document 


locus standi /ləukəs 'stændar/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘place to 
stand’: the right to be heard in a court o 
The taxpayer does not have locus standi 
in this court. 


lodge /lod3/ verb to deposit something 
such as a document officially o to lodge 
caution to deposit a document with the 
Land Registry which prevents land or 
property being sold without notice o to 
lodge a complaint against someone to 
make an official complaint about some- 
one o to lodge money with someone to 
deposit money with someone o to lodge 
securities as collateral to put securities 
into a bank to be used as collateral for a 
loan 


lodger /'lod3ə/ noun somebody who 
lives in a house or part of a house which 
is owned by a resident landlord 


logrolling /‘Ingraulim/ noun US the 
act of attaching a bill to another more 
popular bill before Congress in the hope 
that the two will be passed together 


loitering with intent 


loitering with intent /lortəriy wid 
m'tent/ noun the offence of walking 
slowly, stopping frequently, especially to 
solicit sexual relations 

London gold fixing /,landən 'gauld 
,fiks1j/ noun a system where the world 
price for gold is set each day in London 


long credit /,lnn 'kredit/ noun credit 
terms which allow the borrower a long 
time to pay 

long-dated bills /loņ ,dertid 'bilz/ 
plural noun bills of exchange which are 
payable in more than three months’ time 


long-distance call /loņ distons 
'ko:l/ noun a call to a number in a differ- 
ent zone or area 


long lease /pp 'lits/ noun a lease 
which runs for fifty years or more o to 
take an office building on a long lease 


longs /loyz/ plural noun government 
stocks which mature in over fifteen 
years’ time 

long-standing customer /lvy 
stendim 'kastəmə/ noun somebody 
who has been a customer for many years 


long tenancy /lpp 'tenonsi/ noun 
tenancy for a period of more than 21 
years 

long-term /,loņ 't3:m/ adjective o on 
a long-term basis for a long period of 
time 

long-term debts /,lnn ta:m 'dets/ 
plural noun debts which will be repaid 
many years later 


long-term forecast /loņ t3:m 
'forkarst/ noun a forecast for a period of 
over three years 

long-term liabilities /,loy t3:m ‚laro 
‘bilitiz/ plural noun debts which are not 
due to be repaid for some years 


long-term loan /lon tsim 'ləun/ 
noun a loan to be repaid many years later 


long-term objective /loy ts:m əb 
'dzektıv/, short-term objective /,fo:t 
tsım ob'dzektiv/ noun an aim which 
you hope to achieve within a few years or 
a few months 


long-term objectives /,loņ t3:m ob 
'dgektrvz/ plural noun aims which will 
take years to fulfil 


Long Vacation /loņ vo'kerf(9)n/ 
noun the summer holiday of the law 
courts and universities 


loophole /‘lu:phoul/ noun o to find a 
loophole in the law to find a means of 
doing what you want to do, by finding a 
way of getting round a law which other- 
wise would prevent you from acting o to 
find a tax loophole to find a means of le- 
gally not paying tax 

loot /lu:t/ noun stolen money or goods 
m verb to steal goods from shops, ware- 
houses or homes during a period of un- 
rest, disaster or lack of government con- 
trol o The stores were looted by a mob of 
hooligans. 


looter /'lu:tə/ noun a person who steals 
valuables from shops, warehouses or 
homes during a period of unrest, disaster 
or lack of government control 

looting /‘lu:t1n/ noun the act of steal- 
ing valuable goods o The police cor- 
doned off the area to prevent looting. 


Lord Advocate /lo:d 'ædvəkət/ 
noun a member of the government who 
is one of the two Law Officers in Scot- 
land 


Lord Chancellor /lo:d 'tfa:nsoalo/ 
noun the member of the British govern- 
ment and cabinet who is responsible for 
the administration of justice and the ap- 
pointment of judges in England and 
Wales and who also presides over the de- 
bates in the House of Lords. The post is 
to be abolished and the role will be un- 
dertaken by the Secretary of State for 
Constitutional Affairs. 

Lord Chief Justice /lo:d tfi:f 
'dzastis/ noun the chief judge of the 
Queen’s Bench Division of the High 
Court who is also a member of the Court 
of Appeal 

Lord Justice /lo:d 'd3astis/ noun 
the title given to a judge who is a member 
of the House of Lords and the Court of 
Appeal (NOTE: It may be written abbre- 
viated as LJ, or LJJ for the plural, after 
a surname: Smith LJ or Jones and 
White LJJ.) 

Lord Justice Clerk /lo:d ,d3astis 
'kla:k/ noun the second most important 
judge in the Scottish High Court of Justi- 
ciary (NOTE: Lord Justice is written LJ 


lynch law 


after the name: Smith LJ = Lord Jus- 
tice Smith) 

Lord Justice General /lo:d ,d3astis 
'dzen(9)ral/ noun the chief judge in the 
Scottish High Court of Judiciary 

Lord Lieutenant /,lo:d lef'tenont/ 
noun the representative of the Crown in 
a county 

Lord of Appeal /,lo:d ov a'pi:l/ noun 
a member of the House of Lords who sits 
when the House is acting as a Court of 
Appeal 

Lord of Appeal in Ordinary /lo:d 
əv ə pil rn 'o:d(a)n(a)ri/ noun one of 
eleven lords who are paid to sit as mem- 
bers of the House of Lords when it acts 
as a Court of Appeal 

Lord Ordinary /,lo:d 'o:d(9)n(a)ri/ 
noun a judge of first instance in the outer 
house of the Scottish Court of Session 
Lord President /,lo:d 'prezidont/ 
noun a judge of the Scottish Court of 
Session 

Lord President of the Council 
/loid ,prezidont əv da 'kauns(o)l/ 
nouna senior member of the UK govern- 
ment, who is a member of the House of 
Lords and head of the Privy Council Of- 
fice and has other duties allocated by the 
Prime Minister 

Lords /lo:dz/ plural noun 1. the House 
of Lords o The Lords voted to amend the 
Bill. 2. members of the House of Lords o 
the Law Lords members of the House of 
Lords who are or were judges, and are 
entitled to sit on the Court of Appeal 
lose /lu:z/ verb 1. not to be successful 
in a legal case o He lost his appeal to the 
House of Lords. o She lost her case for 
compensation. 2. not to have something 
any more o to lose an order not to get an 
order which you were hoping to get o 
During the strike, the company lost six 
orders to American competitors. o to 
lose control of a company to find that 
you have less than 50% of the shares and 
so are no longer able to direct the compa- 


ny o She lost her job when the factory 
closed she was made redundant 3. to 
have less money o He lost £25,000 in his 
father’s computer company. o the pound 
has lost value the pound is worth less 4. 
to drop to a lower price o The dollar lost 
two cents against the pound. o Gold 
shares lost 5% on the market yesterday. 
(NOTE: losing — lost — has lost) 

loss /los/ noun 1. o the car was writ- 
ten off as a dead loss, a total loss the car 
was so badly damaged that the insurers 
said it had no value 2. o loss in weight 
goods which weigh less than when they 
were packed o loss in transport amount 
of weight which is lost while goods are 
being shipped 

loss adjuster /'los 9,d3asto/ noun 
same as average adjuster 
loss-leader /'Ips ,li:da/ noun an arti- 
cle which is sold very cheaply to attract 
customers 

lost profits /lost ‘profits/ plural 
noun profits which would have been 
made from a transaction which is the 
subject of an action for breach of con- 
tract 

Lower Chamber /,louo 'tfermbo/ 
noun the less important of the two hous- 
es in a bicameral system of government. 
Opposite Upper Chamber (NOTE: The 
opposite is upper.) 

LSC abbreviation Legal Services Com- 
mission 

lump sum /Jamp 'sam/ noun an 
amount of money that is paid in one sin- 
gle payment, not in several small 
amounts o He received a lump sum pay- 
ment of £500. o The company offer a 
lump sum of £1,000 as an out-of-court 
settlement. 

lynch /intf/ verb to catch an accused 
person and kill him, usually by hanging, 
without a trial 

lynch law /'lıntf 1o:/ noun the killing 
of accused persons by a mob without a 
trial 


M 


mace-bearer /'mers ,beara/ noun an 
official who carries a mace in procession 


machine-readable codes /mo,fi:n 
'rirdab(a)l kouds/ plural noun sets of 
signs or letters such as bar codes or post 
codes which can be read by computers 


machine shop /mo'fi:n fop/ noun a 
place where working machines are kept 


Madam Chairman = /,madom 
'tfeəmən/ noun a way of addressing a 
woman who is in the chair at the meeting 


Mafia /'mæfiə/ noun any organised 
group of criminals o the Russian drugs 
mafia 
magistrate /‘mzdzistrett/ noun a 
usually unpaid official who tries cases in 
a police court 
COMMENT: The Magistrates’ Courts 
hear cases of petty crime, adoption, 
affiliation, maintenance and violence 
in the home; they hear almost all crim- 
inal cases. The court can commit 
someone for trial or for sentence in the 
Crown Court. A stipendiary magistrate 
is a qualified lawyer who usually sits 
alone; lay magistrates usually sit as a 
bench of three, and can only sit if there 
is a justices’ clerk present to advise 
them. 
magistrates’ clerk /'‘mzdzistreits 
kla:k/ noun an official of a magistrates’ 
court who gives advice to the magistrates 
on law, practice or procedure 


magistrates’ court /'‘mzdzistreits 
ko:t/ noun 1. a building where magis- 
trates try cases 2. a court presided over 
by magistrates 


magistrates’ courts committee 
/meedzistreits ,ko:t ko'miti/ noun a 
committee which organises the adminis- 
tration of the courts in one or more petty 
sessions areas 


mail-order selling /‘merl o:do 
\selin/ noun the activity of selling by 
taking orders and supplying a product by 
post 

maintenance /‘meintonons/ noun 1. 
the activity of keeping things going or 
working o The maintenance of law and 
order is in the hands of the local police 
force. 2. a payment made by a divorced 
or separated husband or wife to the 
former spouse, to help pay for living ex- 
penses and the cost of bringing up the 
children 3. formerly, the crime or tort of 
unlawfully providing someone with 
money to help that person to pay the 
costs of suing a third party 
maintenance agreement 
/memtonons ə'griimənt/ noun an 
agreement drawn up between a married 
couple, detailing the financial arrange- 
ments which will be set up if they sepa- 
rate 


maintenance contract 
/‘memtonons ,kontrekt/ noun a con- 
tract by which a company keeps a piece 
of equipment in good working order 
maintenance order /,memtonons 
'o1də/ noun a court order which orders a 
divorced or separated husband or wife to 
pay maintenance to the former spouse 
maintenance pending suit 
/memtonons 'pendıy su:t/ noun 
maintenance obtained by a spouse in 
matrimonial proceedings until there is a 
full hearing to deal with the couple’s fi- 
nancial affairs (NOTE: The US term is al- 
imony.) 

Majesty /'mzdzoasti/ noun the title 
given to a King or Queen o His Majesty, 
the King o Their Majesties, the King and 
Queen o ‘Your Majesty, the Ambassador 
has arrived’ o on Her Majesty’s Serv- 


manendi 


ice (OHMS) words printed on official 
letters from government departments. 
Her Majesty’s pleasure 


majeure /mz'33:/» force majeure 


majority /moa'd3priti/ noun 1. a larger 
group than any other o a majority of the 
jury more than 50% of the jury o the 
board accepted the proposal by a ma- 
jority of three to two three members of 
the board voted to accept and two voted 
against o a majority shareholder per- 
son who owns more than half the shares 
in a company 2. the age at which some- 
one becomes responsible for his actions 
and can sue, be sued or undertake busi- 
ness transactions 
COMMENT: The age of majority in the 
UK and USA is eighteen. 

majority verdict /mo,d3priti 
'vaidikt/ noun a verdict reached by a 
jury where at least ten jurors vote for the 
verdict (NOTE: In US English plurality is 
used to indicate a majority over another 
candidate, and majority is used to indi- 
cate having more votes than all other 
candidates put together.) 


major shareholder  /,meid3a 
'feahaulda/ noun a shareholder with a 
large number of shares 


maladministration /,mæləd,mını 
'strerf(ə)n/ noun incompetent or illegal 
administration 


mala in se /,mzlo ın 'se1/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘wrongs in them- 
selves’: acts such as murder which are in 
themselves crimes 


mala prohibita /,mzlo prou'hibito/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘forbid- 
den wrongs’: acts such as walking on the 
grass in a park which are not crimes in 
themselves, but which are forbidden 


malfeasance /mel'fi:z(9)ns/ noun 
an unlawful act 


malice /'mælıs/ noun the act of inten- 
tionally committing an act from wrong 
motives, or the intention to commit a 
crime o with malice aforethought with 
the intention of committing a crime (es- 
pecially murder) 


malicious /mo'l1fas/ adjective intend- 
ing to cause harm 


malicious damage /mə,lıfəs 
'dæmıd3/ noun the deliberate and inten- 
tional harming of property 
maliciously /mə'lıfəsli/ adverb in a 
malicious way, with the intention of 
causing harm o He claimed that he had 
been prosecuted maliciously. 
malicious prosecution /mo,lifoas 
\prosi'kju:f(a)n/ noun the tort of charg- 
ing someone with a crime out of malice 
and without proper reason 

malicious wounding /moajlifoas 
'wuindin/ noun the offence of inflicting 
grievous bodily harm on someone with 
the purpose of causing them injury 
malpractice /mezl'prektis/ noun (re- 
ferring to a lawyer, doctor, accountant 
or other professional person) acting in 
an unprofessional or illegal way 
managing clerk /‘mznid31 kla:k/ 
noun a former term for a legal executive 
mandamus /mæn'derməs/ Latin 
word meaning ‘we command’: a court 
order from the Divisional Court of the 
Queen’s Bench Division, ordering a 
body such as a lower court or tribunal to 
perform a legal duty o The Chief Consta- 
ble applied for an order of mandamus di- 
recting the justices to rehear the case. 
mandate noun /‘mendett/ the author- 
ity given to a person or persons to act on 
behalf of the person or persons giving the 
authority and carry out their wishes o 
The government has a mandate from the 
people to carry out the plans put forward 
in its manifesto. o to seek a new man- 
date to try to be re-elected to a position 
m verb /mzn'deit/ to give a person or 
persons the authority to carry out a spe- 
cific action on behalf of another person 
or persons and according to their wishes 
o The government has been mandated to 
revise the tax system. 

mandatory /'‘mendat(a)ri/ adjective 
obligatory 

mandatory injunction 
/,meendot(a)ri in'd3ankfon/ noun an 
order from a court which compels some- 
one to do something 

mandatory meeting /,mzndot(o)ri 
'mirtin/ noun a meeting which must be 
held or which all members have to attend 


manendi » animus manendi 


manifest 


manifest /'‘mznifest/ adjective obvi- 
ous o a manifest injustice 


manipulate /mo'nipju,lert/ verb n to 
manipulate the accounts to make false 
accounts so that the company seems 
profitable n to manipulate the market 
to work to influence share prices in your 
favour 


manslaughter /'mænslə:tə/ noun the 
notifiable offence of killing someone 
without having intended to do so, or of 
killing someone intentionally but with 
mitigating circumstances o He was ac- 
cused of manslaughter. o She was con- 
victed of the manslaughter of her hus- 
band. 


manual labour /,mznjual 'lerbə/ 
noun work done by hand 


manual labourer = =/,mznjuoal 
'lerbərə/ noun somebody who does 
work with their hands 


Mareva injunction /mo'retva in 
d3zankf(9)n/ noun formerly, a court or- 
der to freeze the assets of a person who 
has gone overseas or of a company based 
overseas to prevent them being taken out 
of the country (NOTE: Called after the 
case of Mareva Compania Naviera SA 
v. International Bulk-Carriers SA. Since 
the introduction of the new Civil Proce- 
dure Rules in April 1999, this term has 
been replaced by freezing injunction.) 


marine insurance /məriin m 
'fuarons/ noun insurance of ships and 
their cargoes 


marine underwriter = /mo,ri:n 
‘andoraite/ noun somebody who in- 
sures ships and their cargoes 

marital /'mærıt(ə)l/ adjective referring 
to a marriage 

marital privileges = /,merit(a)l 
‘privalid3s/ plural noun privilege of a 
spouse not to give evidence against the 
other spouse in some criminal proceed- 
ings 

marital rape /'meerit(9)l rerp/ noun 
the act of a husband forcing his wife to 
have sexual intercourse without her con- 
sent 

maritime law /,mzritamm 'Io:/ noun 
the set of laws referring to ships, ports, 
etc. 


maritime lawyer /,mzritamm ‘lo:jo/ 
noun a lawyer who specialises in legal 
matters concerning ships and cargoes 
maritime lien /,meritam 'li:ən/ 
noun the right to seize a ship against an 
unpaid debt 
maritime trade /,meritamm 'trerd/ 
noun the activity of carrying commercial 
goods by sea 
mark /mark/ noun a cross (‘X’) put on 
a document in place of a signature by 
someone who cannot write 
market /'ma:kıt/ noun 1. o to pay 
black market prices to pay high prices 
to get items which are not easily availa- 
ble 2. o a buyer’s market market where 
goods are sold cheaply because there is 
little demand o a seller’s market market 
where the seller can ask high prices be- 
cause there is a large demand for the 
product 3. o the foreign exchange mar- 
kets market where people buy and sell 
foreign currencies 4. o to buy shares in 
the open market to buy shares on the 
Stock Exchange, not privately 
marketable title = /,ma:zkitob(o)! 
'tait(a)l/ noun a title to a property which 
can be sold, i.e. it is free of major encum- 
brances 
market capitalisation /,ma:kıt 
ikepitolar'ze1f(a)n/ noun the value of a 
company calculated by multiplying the 
price of its shares on the Stock Exchange 
by the number of shares issued 
market day /'ma:kıt de1/ noun the 
day when a market is regularly held 
market dues /,ma:kit 'dju:z/ plural 
noun rent for a place in a market 
market overt /,ma:kit 9u'v3:t/ noun 
a market in which a sale gives good title 
to a buyer, even though the seller’s title 
may be defective 

COMMENT: This was only applied to 

certain open-air antique markets, and 

has been abolished. 
market price /'ma:kit prats/ noun 
the price at which a product can be sold 
market value /,markit 'vzelju:/ noun 
the value of an asset, product or compa- 
ny, if sold today 
marksman /'ma:ksmon/ noun 1. 
somebody who can shoot a gun very ac- 
curately 2. a person who cannot write 


matter of fact 


> 


and who has to put an ‘X 
signature 

mark up /,mazk 'ap/ verb o to mark 
up a bill US to make changes to a bill as 
it goes through committee 


marriage /'mzrid3/ noun the act or 
state of being joined together as husband 
and wife o by marriage because of be- 
ing married o She became a British citi- 
zen by marriage. 


marriage of convenience 
/,merid3 əv kən'viniəns/ noun a form 
of marriage arranged for the purpose of 
acquiring the nationality of a spouse or 
for some other financial reason 


marriage settlement /,mzrid3 
'set(ə)lmənt/ noun an agreement which 
is made before marriage where money or 
property is given on trust for the benefit 
of the future spouse 


marshal /'‘ma:f(9)I/ noun US 1. an of- 
ficial who carries out the orders of a 
court (NOTE: The British equivalent is a 
bailiff.) 2. a federal officer with the same 
functions as a sheriff at state level 


marshalling /'ma:f(@)lı9/ noun the 
action of a beneficiary of an estate to re- 
cover money due to them which was paid 
to a creditor 


Marshal of the Admiralty Court 
/marf(a)l ov Oi: 'ædm(ə)rəlti ,ko:t/ 
noun an official in charge of the Admi- 
ralty Court 


martial /'ma:f(ə)l/ adjective relating to 
the armed services 


martial law /,ma:J(9)l 'lo:/ noun rule 
of a country or part of a country by the 
army on the orders of the government 
when ordinary civil law has been sus- 
pended o The president imposed or de- 
clared martial law in two provinces. o 
The government lifted martial law. 


mass jailbreak /mzs 'd3erl,bretk/ 
noun the escape from prison of several 
prisoners at the same time 


master /'ma:stə/ noun 1. an official in 
the Queen’s Bench Division or Chancery 
Division of the High Court whose work 
is to examine and decide on preliminary 
matters before trial 2. main or original o 
master copy of a file main copy of a 
computer file, kept for security purposes 


in place of a 


master and servant /,maister on 
'ss3rvont/ noun employer and employee 


Master of the Rolls /,ma:sta ov 69 
'raulz/ noun a senior judge who presides 
over the Civil Division of the Court of 
Appeal and is responsible for admitting 
solicitors to the Roll of Solicitors 
Masters of the Bench /,ma:staz ov 
6a 'bentf/ plural noun senior members 
of one of the Inns of Court 

material /ma'trarial/ adjective impor- 
tant or relevant 

material alteration /mo,tiorial 
,oulta'rerf(a)n/ noun a change made to a 
legal document which alters the rights or 
duties in it 

material evidence  /ma,tiorial 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence which has 
important relevance to a case 

material witness = /ma,trorial 
'witnas/ noun a witness whose evidence 
is important to the case 

maternity leave /moa'ts:niti li:v/ 
noun a period when a woman is away 
from work to have a baby 


matricide /'‘mztrisatd/ noun the mur- 
der of your own mother 

matrimonial /,mztri'mouniol/ adjec- 
tive referring to marriage 

matrimonial causes /,meztri 
'mounial kə:zs/ plural noun proceed- 
ings concerned with rights of partners in 
a marriage, e.g. divorce or separation 
proceedings 

matrimonial home /,metri 
'məuniəl haum/ noun the place where a 
husband and wife live together 


matrimony /'mætrıməni/ noun the 
state of being legally married 


matter /'mætə/ noun 1. a problem n it 
is a matter of concern to the members 
of the committee the members of the 
committee are worried about it 2. a ques- 
tion or problem to be discussed o the 
most important matter on the agenda o 
We shall consider first the matter of last 
month’s fall in prices. = verb to be im- 
portant o Does it matter if one month’s 
sales are down? 


matter of fact /,mzto ov 'feekt/ noun 
a question of fact which has to be decid- 
ed 


matters of fact 


matters of fact /metoz ov 'fækt/ 
plural noun facts relevant to a case which 
is being tried at court 


matters of law /,mztoz ov 'lo:/ noun 
the law relevant to a case which is tried at 
court o It is a matter of fact whether the 
parties entered into the contract, but it is 
a matter of law whether or not the con- 
tract is legal. 


mature /mə'tjuə/ verb to be due for 
payment o bill which will mature in three 
months 


maturity /mo'tjuariti/ noun the time 
when a bill, government stock or insur- 
ance is due for payment 


maxim /'mæksım/ noun a short phrase 
which formulates a principle, e.g. ‘let the 
buyer beware’ 


maximum /'mæksıməm/ noun the 
largest possible quantity, price or 
number m adjective largest possible o the 
maximum penalty 


mayhem /'methem/ noun 1. a general 
riot or disturbance 2. the violent removal 
of a person’s arm or leg 


mayoralty /'meər(ə)lti/ noun the posi- 
tion of a mayor o the time for which 
someone is mayor 


McNaghten » M’Naghten Rules 


means /mi:nz/ plural noun money 
which is available 


measure /'me3ə/ noun 1. a way of cal- 
culating size or quantity 2. an action to 
achieve something, e.g. a law passed by 
Parliament or a statutory instrument o a 
government measure to reduce crime in 
the inner cities o to take measures to 
prevent something happening to act to 
stop something happening o to take 
emergency measures to act rapidly to 
stop a dangerous situation developing o 
an economy measure action to try to 
save money or materials n as a precau- 
tionary measure to prevent something 
taking place 

measurement of profitability 
/mezomont ov ,profito'brliti/ noun a 
way of calculating how profitable some- 
thing is 

measure of damages /,mezo ov 
'deem1d31z/ noun a calculation of how 
much money a court should order one 


party to pay another to compensate for a 
tort or breach 

mechanical reproduction rights 
/mi,keenik(9)l ,rizpra'dakJf(a)n ,rarts/ 
plural noun the rights to make a record- 
ing of a piece of music or a photocopy or 
other copy of something, usually for a 
fee 

mechanic’s lien /m1,kzntks 'li:ən/ $ 
lien 

mediate /‘mi:diert/ verb to try to make 
the two sides in an argument come to an 
agreement o to mediate between the 
manager and his staff o The government 
offered to mediate in the dispute. 
mediation /,mi:di'etf(a)n/ noun an 
attempt by a third party to make the two 
sides in an argument agree o The employ- 
ers refused an offer of government medi- 
ation. o The dispute was ended through 
the mediation of a disinterested party. 
medical certificate /'medik(a)l sə 
itrftkot/ noun a certificate from a doctor 
to show that an employee has been ill 
medical inspection /'medık(ə)l ın 
Spekf(a)n/ noun the examination of a 
place of work to see if the conditions are 
safe 

medical officer of health 
/,medik(a)l ,pfiso av 'hel@/ noun the 
person responsible for the health servic- 
es in a town. Abbreviation MOH 
medium-term /,mi:diom 'ts:m/ ad- 
jective for a period of one or two years 
meeting /'mi:t1n/ noun 1. the coming 
together of a group of people 2. o to hold 
a meeting to organise a meeting of a 
group of people o The meeting will be 
held in the committee room. o to open a 
meeting to start a meeting o to conduct 
a meeting to be in the chair for a meeting 
a to close a meeting to end a meeting o 
to put a resolution to a meeting to ask 
a meeting to vote on a proposal 
member /'membo/ noun 1. somebody 
who belongs to a group or a society 2. an 
organisation which belongs to a society o 
the member countries or the Member 
States of the EU o the members of the 
United Nations o the member firms of the 
Stock Exchange 

Member of the European Parlia- 
ment /membs ov 6a juərəpi:ən 


Metropolitan Police 


‘pa:rlomont/ noun a person elected to 
represent a Euro-constituency in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament. Abbreviation MEP 
Member State /'membo stert/ noun 
(in the EU) a state which is a member of 
the European Union 


memorandum 
noun a short note 


memorandum of association 
/memərændəm əv ə, səusi'erf(ə)n/ 
noun a legal document setting up a lim- 
ited company and giving details of its 
aims, capital structure, and registered of- 
fice 

memorandum of satisfaction 
/memərændəm əv sætıs'fækfən/ 
noun a document showing that a compa- 
ny has repaid a mortgage or charge 
(NOTE: The plural is memoranda.) 
menace /'menıs/ noun a threat or ac- 
tion which frightens someone o de- 
manding money with menaces crime of 
getting money by threatening another 
person 

mens rea /,mens 'rerə/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘guilty mind’: the men- 
tal state required to be guilty of commit- 
ting a crime (intention, recklessness or 
guilty knowledge). See Comment at 
crime. Compare actus reus 

mental /'ment(ə)l/ adjective referring 
to the mind 

mental cruelty /,ment(ə)l 'kru:əlti/ 
noun US cruelty by one spouse to the 
other, which may harm his or her mental 
state (NOTE: It is grounds for divorce in 
the USA.) 

mental disorder /,ment(s)l dis 
'g1da/ noun a temporary or permanent 
change in a person’s mental state which 
makes them function less effectively 
than they would usually 

mentally /'ment(ə)li/ adverb in the 
mind o Mentally ill criminals are com- 
mitted to special establishments. 
mention /'‘menJon/ noun a short hear- 
ing at court 


mentis » compos mentis 
MEP abbreviation Member of the Euro- 
pean Parliament 


mercantile law /'ms:kontail Io:/ 
noun law relating to commerce 


/memo'reendom/ 


merchantable quality 
/,ms:tfantob(a)l 'kwoliti/ noun a qual- 
ity of goods for sale, which are suitable 
for the purpose for which they are to be 
used and conform to the description and 
price given fro them in the manufactur- 
er’s catalogue 

merchant marine /,ms:tfant mo 
'ri:xn/ noun all the commercial ships of a 
country 

mercy /'ms:si/ noun the act of treating 
or punishing someone less severely than 
you could 

mercy killing /‘ms:si ,kilty/ noun 
same as euthanasia 

merge /ms:d3/ verb to join together o 
The two companies have merged. o The 


firm merged with its main competitor. 


merger /'m3:d39/ noun 1. the joining 
of a small estate to a large one o As a re- 
sult of the merger, the company is the 
largest in the field. 2. the joining together 
of two or more companies 

merit award /'merit 9,wo:d/ noun US 
extra money given to an employee be- 
cause he or she has worked well 

merit increase /'merit ,nkri:s/ noun 
US an increase in pay given to someone 
because his or her work is good 

merits of the case /,merits ov da 
'kers/ plural noun main question which 
is at issue in an action 

mesne /mi:n/ adjective in the middle o 
action for mesne profits action to recov- 
er money that should be paid to a land- 
owner in place of rent by a person who is 
in wrongful possession 

mesne process /'mi:n ,prauses/ 
noun a process in a legal action, which 
comes after the first writ but before the 
outcome of the action has been decided 
messuage /'meswid3/ noun a house 
where people live, and the land and 
buildings attached to it 

metropolitan /,metra'polit(a)n/ ad- 
jective referring to a large city 
Metropolitan District Council 
/,metropplit(a)n ,distrikt 'kauns(a)l/ 
noun a large administrative area cover- 
ing an urban area in England or Wales 
Metropolitan Police 
/,metrapolit(a)n pa'lits/ noun the po- 


Metropolitan Police Commissioner192 


lice force of Greater London, which is 
directly responsible to the Home Secre- 
tary (NOTE: The higher ranks in the Met- 
ropolitan Police are Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner, Assistant Commission- 
er, and Commissioner.) o solicitor for 
the Metropolitan Police solicitor re- 
sponsible for prosecutions brought by 
the Metropolitan Police 


Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sioner /,metrapplit(9)n pa,lits ko 
'mıf(ə)nə/ noun the head of the Metro- 
politan Police, appointed directly by the 
Home Secretary (NOTE: The other high 
ranks in the Metropolitan Police are As- 
sistant Commissioner and Deputy As- 
sistant Commissioner.) 


Michaelmas /'mik(9)lmas/ noun 1. 
29th September, one of the quarter days 
when rent is payable on land 2. one of the 
four sittings of the law courts 3. one of 
the four law terms 

Middle Temple /,mid(0)l 'temp(o)I/ 
noun one of the four Inns of Court in 
London 


Midland and Oxford Circuit 
/,midlond ond 'pksfad ,s3:kit/ noun in 
the UK, one of the six circuits of the 
Crown Court to which barristers belong, 
with its centre in Birmingham 


Midsummer day /,mid'samo de1/ 
noun 24th June, one of the four quarter 
days when rent is payable on land 


militant /'mılıtənt/ noun a person who 
uses extreme methods to actively support 
and work for a cause m adjective using 
extreme methods in supporting a cause 
military police /,mulit(a)ri_ po'lizs/ 
noun soldiers who act as policemen to 
keep order among other soldiers 


minder /'maırndə/ noun a person em- 
ployed as a bodyguard to protect some- 
one (slang) 

minimis » de minimis non curat lex 
minimum /'‘mmimem/ noun the 
smallest possible quantity, price or 
number o to keep expenses to a minimum 
o to reduce the risk of a loss to a mini- 
mum m adjective smallest possible 
minimum payment /,mınıməm 
‘permont/ noun the smallest payment 
necessary 


minimum sentence /,mınıməm 
'sentəns/ noun the shortest possible 
sentence allowed in law for an offence 


minimum wage /,mınıməm 'we1d3/ 
noun the lowest hourly wage that a com- 
pany can legally pay its workers 


mining concession /'mamıy kən 
Se f(©)n/ noun the right to dig a mine on 
a piece of land which you do not own 


ministerial tribunal /,mmuisttorial 
trar'bju:n(o)I/ noun a tribunal set up by 
a government minister to hear appeals 
from local tribunals 


Minister of State /ministo ov 
'stert/ noun somebody who is in charge 
of a section of a government department 


Minister without Portfolio 
/,minista wi,daut pot 'fauliau/ noun a 
minister who does not have responsibili- 
ty for any particular department 


Ministry of Defence /,ministri ov 
di'fens/ noun a government department 
in charge of the armed forces 


Ministry of the Interior /,miistri 
əv 6a In'trorio/ noun in some countries, 
a government department dealing with 
law and order, usually including the po- 
lice 

minor /'marno/ adjective less impor- 
tant o minor expenditure o minor share- 
holders o a loss of minor importance 
not a very serious loss m noun a person 
less than eighteen years old 


minority /mar'noriti/ noun 1. the state 
of being less than eighteen years oldo A 
person is not liable for debts contracted 
during minority. 2. a period during 
which someone is less than eighteen 
years old 3. a number or quantity which 
is less than half of the total o A minority 
of board members opposed the chair- 
man. o in the minority being fewer than 
half o The small parties are in the minor- 
ity on the local council. 

minority shareholder /mar,nvroti 
‘feahoulda/ noun somebody who owns 
a group of shares but less than half of the 
shares in a company 

minority shareholding /mar,nvroti 
'feahouldin/ noun a group of shares 
which are less than one half of the shares 
in a company 


misrepresent 


minor official /,mamo 9'f1J(9)l/ noun 
a person in a low position in a govern- 
ment department 

minute /'minit/ noun o to take the 
minutes to write notes of what happened 
at a meeting o the chairman signed the 
minutes of the last meeting he signed 
them to show that they were a correct 
record of what was said and what deci- 
sions were taken o this will not appear 
in the minutes of the meeting this is un- 
official and will not be noted as having 
been said m verb to put something into 
the minutes of a meeting o The chair- 
man’s remarks about the auditors were 
minuted. 0 I do not want that to be min- 
uted, I want that not to be minuted do 
not put that remark into the minutes of 
the meeting 

minutebook /'mınıtbok/ noun a book 
in which the minutes of a meeting are 
kept 

minutes /'mınıts/ plural noun the 
record of what was said at a meeting 
minutes of order /,minits ov 'ə1də/ 
plural noun a draft order submitted to a 
court when a party wishes the court to 
make an order 

misadventure /,misod'ventfa/ noun 
an accident o death by misadventure 
accidental death o The coroner’s verdict 
was death by misadventure. 
misappropriate /,miso'proupriert/ 
verb to steal or use illegally money 
which is not yours, but with which you 
have been trusted 

misappropriation = /,misapraupri 
'e1f(a)n/ noun the illegal use of money 
by someone who is not the owner but 
who has been trusted to look after it 
misbehaviour /misbi'hetvjo/ noun 
bad behaviour, especially a criminal of- 
fence committed by a public official 
miscalculate /mis'kelkjulert/ verb 
to calculate wrongly o The salesperson 
miscalculated the discount, so we hardly 
broke even on the deal. 
miscalculation /mis,kelkju 
'le1f(a)n/ noun a mistake in calculating 
miscarriage of justice /, miskzrid3 
av 'd3astis/ noun 1. a decision wrongly 
or unjustly reached by a court 2. a deci- 
sion which goes against the rights of a 


party in a case, in such a way that the de- 
cision may be reversed on appeal 


mischief rule /‘mist Jif ru:l/ noun the 
rule that when interpreting a statute, the 
court should try to see what the wrong 
was that the statute tried to remedy and 
what the remedy was that Parliament has 
enacted 


misconduct /mis'kondakt/ noun an 
illegal action which can harm someone 


misdeed /mis'di:d/ noun a crime 


misdemeanour /,misdi'mi:no/ noun 
a minor crime o He was charged with 
several misdemeanours, including driv- 
ing without a valid licence and creating 
a disturbance. (NOTE: The US spelling is 
misdemeanor.) 

misdescription /,misdi'skripf(9)n/ 
noun a false or misleading description of 
the subject of a contract 

misdirect /misdar'rekt/ verb to give 
wrong directions to a jury on a point of 
law 

misdirection /,misd1'rekJ(9)n/ noun 
the giving of wrong directions to a jury 
on a point of law 

misfeasance /mis'fi:z(9)ns/ noun 
acting improperly or illegally in per- 
forming an action that is in itself lawful 

misinterpret /,misin'ts:prit/ verb to 
understand something wrongly o The 


fire-fighters misinterpreted the instruc- 


tions of the police. 

misinterpretation —/,misin,ts:pri 
'terf(ə)n/ noun a wrong interpretation or 
understanding of something o clause 
which is open to misinterpretation 
clause which can be wrongly interpreted 
misjoinder /mis'd3omds/ noun 
wrongly joining someone as a party to an 
action 

misprision /mis'pr13(a)n/ noun gen- 
erally, the situation of knowing that a 
crime is being committed, but doing 
nothing about it 

misprision of treason /mis 
,pri13(a)n ov 'trizz(a)n/ noun the crime 
of knowing that treason has been com- 
mitted and not reporting it 
misrepresent /,misrepri'zent/ verb 
to report facts wrongly 


misrepresentation 


misrepresentation /,mis,reprizen 
'terf(ə)n/ noun the act of making a 
wrong statement with the intention of 
persuading someone to enter into a con- 
tract 


mistake in venue /mı sterik m 
'venju:/ noun the starting of legal pro- 
ceedings in the wrong court 


mistaken identity /mı,sterkən ar 
‘dentiti/ noun a situation where some- 
one is wrongly thought to be another per- 
son o He was arrested for burglary, but 
released after it had been established 
that it was a case of mistaken identity. 


mistrial /'mıstrarəl/ noun a trial which 
is not valid 

misuse /mis'jurs/ noun wrong use o 
misuse of funds or of assets 


mitigate /‘mitigert/ verb to make a 
crime or a punishment less serious 
mitigating circumstances 
/mitigettiy 'ssikəmstænsız/ plural 
noun things which make a crime less se- 
rious or which can excuse a crime 


mitigation /,mit1'ge1f(a)n/ noun a re- 
duction of a sentence or of the serious- 
ness of a crime o In mitigation, counsel 
submitted evidence of his client’s work 
for charity. o Defence counsel made a 
speech in mitigation. 


mitigation of damages 
/mıitigerf(@)n əv 'dæmıdz3ız/ noun a 
reduction in the extent of damages 
awarded 


mixed hereditaments /,mıkst ,her1 
'dıtəmənts/ noun properties which are 
used for both domestic and business pur- 
poses 


M’Naghten Rules = /mok,no:ton 
‘ru:lz/ noun rules which a judge applies 
in deciding if a person charged with a 
crime is insane 
COMMENT: To prove insanity, it has to 
be shown that because of a diseased 
mind, the accused did not know what 
he was doing or did not know that his 
action was wrong. Based on the case 
of R v. M’Naghten (1843) in which the 
House of Lords considered and ruled 
on the defence of insanity. 


mob /mpb/ noun US the Mafia 


mobster /'‘mpbsta/ noun US a mem- 
ber of an organised crime group 


mock auction /,mpk 's:kfan/ noun a 
sale where gifts are given to purchasers 
or where only some purchasers are al- 
lowed to make bids 

modus operandi /,moudos ppə 
'reendi:/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘way of working’: especially a particular 
way of committing crimes which can 
identify a criminal 

modus vivendi /,məudəs vi'vendi:/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘way of 
living’, an informal agreement between 
two or more parties such as employers 
and employees to exist peacefully to- 
gether o After years of confrontation, 
they finally have achieved a modus viv- 
endi. 

MOH abbreviation medical officer of 
health 

moiety /'motati/ noun half 

molest /moa'lest/ verb to threaten vio- 
lent behaviour against a child or a wom- 
an, especially a spouse, in a sexual way o 
He was accused of molesting children in 
the park. 

molestation /,moule'stetf(a)n/ noun 
the act of threatening violent behaviour 
towards a child or a woman, especially a 
spouse 

molester /moa'lests/ noun somebody 
who molests 0 a convicted child molester 
money claim /‘mani kletm/ noun a 
claim which involves the payment of 
money. e.g. a claim for repayment of a 
debt or a claim for damages. 
moneylender /'mani,lenda/ noun 
somebody who lends money at interest 
money markets /mani 'markits/ 
plural noun markets for buying and sell- 
ing short-term loans 

money order /'mani ,o:da/ noun a 
document which can be bought for send- 
ing money through the post 

monies /‘maniz/ plural noun sums of 
money o monies owing to the company o 
to collect monies due 

monogamy /mə'nogəmi/ noun a sys- 
tem of society where a person is allowed 
one spouse only. Compare bigamy, po- 
lygamy 

Monopolies Commission, Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Commission 
noun a British body which examines 


mortgage payments 


takeovers and mergers to make sure that 
a monopoly is not being created (NOTE: 
US English uses trust more often than 
monopoly.) 

monopolisation /mə ,nppəlar 
'ze1f(a)n/, monopolization noun the 
process of making a monopoly 
monopolise /mo'nvpolaiz/ verb to 
get control of all the supply of a product 
monopoly /ma'nppoli/ noun 1. a situ- 
ation where one person or company con- 
trols all the market in the supply of a 
product o to have the monopoly of alco- 
hol sales or to have the alcohol monopo- 
ly o The company has the absolute mo- 
nopoly of imports of French wine. 2. the 
right given to one person or company to 
control all the market in the supply of a 
product 

monopsony /moa'nppsoni/ noun a sit- 
uation where one person or company 
controls all the purchasing in a market 
Monroe doctrine /man'rau 
.doktrin/ noun US the principle that the 
USA has an interest in preventing out- 
side interference in the internal affairs of 
other American states 


COMMENT: So called because it was 
first proposed by President Monroe in 
18 


moonlight /‘mu:nlait/ verb to do a 
second job for cash, often in the evening, 
as well as a regular job, usually not de- 
claring the money earned to the income 
tax authorities (informal) 
moonlighter /'mu:nlartə/ 
somebody who moonlights 
moonlighting /‘mu:nlartin/ noun the 
activity of doing a second job without 
telling the tax authorities o He makes 
thousands a year from moonlighting. 
moot /mu:t/ adjective legally insignifi- 
cant because of having already been de- 
cided or settled 

moot case /, mu:t 'kets/ noun a legal 
case to be discussed on its own, to estab- 
lish a precedent 

moral /'moroal/ adjective referring to 
the difference between what is right and 
what is wrong o The high moral standard 
which should be set by judges. 

moral rights /,morol 'ratts/ noun the 
rights of a copyright holder to be identi- 


noun 


fied as the creator of the work, not to 
have the work subjected to derogatory 
treatment, and to prevent anyone else 
from claiming to be the author of the 
work. Also called paternity 


morals /'moralz/ plural noun stand- 
ards of behaviour o to corrupt some- 
one’s morals to make someone willing 
to commit a crime or to act against usual 
standards of behaviour 


moratorium /,mproa'to:riom/ noun a 
temporary stop to repayments of money 
owed o The banks called for a moratori- 
um on payments. (NOTE: The plural is 
moratoria.) 


mortality tables = /mo:'telati 
,terb(a)lz/ plural noun charts, used by 
insurers, that show how long a person 
can be expected to live, on average 


mortem » post mortem 


mortgage /'mo:gid3/ noun 1. an 
agreement where someone lends money 
to another person so that he or she can 
buy a property, the property being used 
as the security o to take out a mortgage 
on a house 2. money lent in this way o to 
buy a house with a £20,000 mortgage o 
to foreclose on a mortgaged property 
to take possession of a property because 
the owner cannot pay the interest on the 
money which he or she has borrowed us- 
ing the property as security o to pay off 
a mortgage to pay back the principal and 
all the interest on a loan to buy a property 
= verb to accept a loan with a property as 
security o The house is mortgaged to the 
bank. o He mortgaged his house to set up 
in business. 

mortgage bond /'mo:gid3 bond/ 
noun a certificate showing that a mort- 
gage exists and that the property is secu- 
rity for it 

mortgage debenture /'mo:gid3 di 
,bentfa/ noun a debenture where the 
lender can be repaid by selling the com- 
pany’s property 

mortgagee /mo:go0'd3i:/ noun a per- 
son or company which lends money for 
someone to buy a property and takes a 
mortgage of the property as security 
mortgage payments /,mo:g1d3 
‘permonts/, mortgage repayments 
/,moigid3 ri'permonts/ plural noun 


mortgagor 


money paid each month as interest on a 
mortgage, together with repayment of a 
small part of the capital borrowed 
mortgagor /'mo:gid3a/ noun some- 
body who borrows money, giving a prop- 
erty as security 

mortis /'mo:tis/ » donatio mortis 
causa, rigor mortis 

most favoured nation /məust 
fervəd 'nerf(ə)n/ noun a country which 
has the best trade terms 
most-favoured-nation clause 
/məust ferved 'nerf(ə)n klo:z/ noun 
an agreement between two countries that 
each will offer the best possible terms in 
commercial contracts 

Mother of Parliaments /,mado ov 
‘pa:rlamonts/ noun the British Parlia- 
ment at Westminster 

motion /'məuf(ə)n/ noun 1. the action 
of moving 2. a proposal which will be 
put to a meeting for that meeting to vote 
on o to propose or to move a motion o to 
speak against or for a motion o The 
meeting voted on the motion. o the mo- 
tion was carried, was defeated by 220 
votes to 196 the motion was approved or 
not approved 3. an application to a judge 
in court, asking for an order in favour of 
the person making the application o to 
table a motion US 1. to put forward a 
proposal for discussion by putting details 
of it on the table at a meeting 2. to re- 
move a proposal from discussion by a 
meeting for an indefinite period 
motion of censure /,mouf(9)n ov 
'senfə/ noun a proposal from the Oppo- 
sition to pass a vote to criticise the gov- 
ernment 

movable /'mu:vəb(ə)l/, moveable 
adjective being able to be moved 
movable property /,mu:vab(a)l 
‘prppati/ noun chattels and other objects 
which can be moved, as opposed to land 
movables /'mu:vab(9)lz/ plural noun 
same as movable property 

move /mu:v/ verb 1. to go from one 
place to another o The company is mov- 
ing from London Road to the centre of 
town. o We have decided to move our 
factory to a site near the airport. 2. to 
propose formally that a motion be ac- 
cepted by a meeting o He moved that the 


accounts be agreed. o I move that the 
meeting should adjourn for ten minutes. 
3. to make an application to the court 
movements of capital 
/mu:vmonts əv 'kepit(o)l/ plural 
noun changes of investments from one 
country to another 

mover /'mu:və/ noun somebody who 
proposes a motion 

MP abbreviation Member of Parliament 
or military police 

MR abbreviation Master of the Rolls 
(NOTE: usually written after the sur- 
name: Lord Smith, MR but spoken as 
‘the Master of the Rolls, Lord Smith’) 
Mr Big /,mista 'big/ noun a criminal 
whose name is not known, who is the 
person in control of a large criminal op- 
eration (informal) 

mug /mag/ noun (informal) 1. some- 
body who is easily cheated 2. a face m 
verb to attack and rob someone o The 
tourists were mugged in the station. o He 
was accused of mugging an old lady in 
the street. (NOTE: mugging — mugged) 
mugger /'mago/ noun somebody who 
attacks and robs someone 

mugging /‘magin/ noun the act of at- 
tacking and robbing someone o The 
number of muggings has increased 
sharply over the last few years. 

mug shot /'mag fot/ noun a photo- 
graph of a criminal taken after he or she 
has been detained, kept in the police 
records 

mule /mju:l/ noun a person who takes 
illegal drugs from one country to another 
by hiding them on or in their body 
multiple ownership /,maltrp(o)l 
‘gunofip/ noun a situation where some- 
thing is owned by several parties 
multi-track /'malti trak/ noun (in civ- 
il cases) the case management system 
which applies to cases involving sums of 
more than £15,000 or which present par- 
ticular complications 


COMMENT: The multi-track is the track 
for most High Court actions including 
claims regarding professional negli- 
gence, fatal accidents, fraud, defama- 
tion and claims against the police. The 
timetable for a multi-track action is as 
follows: the court fixes a date for a 
case management conference, then 


mutual wills 


one for listing questionnaires to be 
sent and filed, and finally a date for the 
trial. 
municipal law /mju:'nisrp(o)l_ 1o:/ 
noun law which is in operation within a 
state. Compare international law 


muniments /‘mju:nimmonts/ plural 
noun title deeds 


murder /'ms:do/ noun 1. the notifiable 
offence of killing someone illegally and 
intentionally o He was charged with 
murder. o She was found guilty of mur- 
der. o The murder rate has fallen over the 
last year. 2. an act of killing someone il- 
legally and intentionally o Three mur- 
ders have been committed during the last 
week. » first degree murder, second 
degree murder m verb to kill someone 
illegally and intentionally o He was ac- 
cused of murdering his wife. 


murderer /'ms:dərə/ noun somebody 
who commits a murder 

murderess /'ms:dores/ noun a wom- 
an who commits a murder 

mutineer /,mju:ti'nto/ noun some- 
body who takes part in a mutiny 
mutiny /'‘mju:tini/ noun an agreement 
between two or more members of the 
armed forces to disobey commands of 
superior officers and to try to take com- 
mand themselves m verb to carry out a 
mutiny 

mutuality /,mju:tfu'eliti/ noun a 
state where two parties are bound con- 
tractually to each other 

mutual wills /,mju:tfual 'wilz/ plural 
noun wills made by two people, usually 
each leaving their property to the other 
(NOTE: Mutual wills are less capable of 
being revoked than normal wills.) 


N 


named /neimd/ adjective o person 
named in the policy person whose name 
is given on an insurance policy as the 
person insured 

nark /na:k/ noun a person, often a crim- 
inal, who gives information about other 
criminals to the police (slang) 

national /'‘nz/f(a)nal/ adjective refer- 
ring to a particular country m noun some- 
body who is a citizen of a state o The 
government ordered the deportation of 
all foreign nationals. o Any national of a 
Member State has the right to work in 
another Member State, under the same 
conditions as nationals of that state. 
Compare non-national 

National Anthem /næf@)nəl 
'ænĝðəm/ noun a piece of music (some- 
times with words which are sung to it) 
which is used to represent the nation of- 
ficially, and is played at official ceremo- 
nies o Everyone stood up when the Na- 
tional Anthem was played. o The British 
National Anthem is ‘God Save the 
Queen’. 

National Audit Office /nzf(o)nol 
'ordıt ,of1s/ noun an independent body, 
headed by the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General, which examines the accounts of 
government departments 

National Crime Squad /,nz{f(o)nal 
'krarm ,skwod/ noun a section of the 
national police which deals with crime 
on a nation-wide basis and is not part of 
any local police force. Abbreviation 
NCS 

National Criminal Intelligence 
Service /,nzf(o)nol ,krimin(s)l ın 
'telid3(9)ns ,s3rvis/ noun a central po- 
lice department which keeps records of 
criminals from national and international 
sources and makes them available to po- 


lice forces all over the country. Abbrevi- 
ation NCIS 


National Insurance contribu- 
tions /nef(e)nal In'fusrons 
kontribju:f(a)nz/ plural noun money 
paid into the National Insurance scheme 
by the employer and the worker. Abbre- 
viation NIC 


nationalise /‘nzf(9)nolaiz/, nation- 
alize verb to put a privately owned in- 
dustry under state ownership and control 


National Offender Management 
Service /neJf(a)nal ə'fendə 
‚mænıdzmənt ,s3:vis/ noun in the UK, 
a service merging the Prison and Proba- 
tion services which is responsible for im- 
proving the rehabilitation of offenders in 
order to reduce repeat offences and crime 


nation state /'nerf(o)n stert/ noun a 
country which is an independent politi- 
cal unit, usually formed of people with 
the same language and traditions 


natural-born subject /,nztf(o)rol 
boin 'sabd3ikt/ noun a term formerly 
applied to a person born in the UK or a 
Commonwealth country who was a Brit- 
ish citizen by birth 

natural child /nztf(a)ral 'tfarld/ 
noun a child, especially an illegitimate 
child, of a particular parent 


naturalisation / net J(a)rolar 
'ze1f(a)n/, naturalization noun the 
granting of citizenship of a state to a for- 
eigner o She has applied for naturalisa- 
tion. o You must fill in the naturalisation 
papers. 


naturalised /‘nztf(o)rolaizd/, natu- 
ralized adjective having legally become 
a citizen of another country o He is a nat- 
uralised American citizen. 


negotiation 


natural justice /netJ(e)ral 
'dzastis/ noun the general principles of 
justice 

natural law /,nztf(a)ral 'lo:/ noun 
generally accepted rules of human be- 
haviour, applied in all societies 

natural parent / net f(a)ral 
‘peoront/ noun same as biological par- 
ent 


natural person / neetf(a)ral 
'p3is(ə)n/ noun a human being, as op- 
posed to a legal or artificial ’person’ such 
as a company o Jn this case, the term ‘es- 
tablishment’ is not confined to legal per- 
sons, but is extended to natural persons. 
natural right /,nztf(a)ral 'rart/ noun 
the general right that people have to live 
freely, usually stated in a written consti- 
tution 

NCIS abbreviation National Criminal 
Intelligence Service 


NCS abbreviation National Crime 
Squad 
negative easement  /,negotiv 


'iizmənt/ noun an easement where the 
servient owner stops the dominant owner 
from doing something 


negative integration /,negotiv , mtr 
'grerf(ə)n/ noun the removal of trade 
barriers within the European Union, ac- 
cording to the interpretation of legisla- 
tion by the European Court of Justice 


neglect /n1'glekt/ noun 1. failure to do 
a duty o The children were suffering from 
neglect. 2. a lack of care towards some- 
one or something m verb 1. to fail to take 
care of someone o He neglected his three 
children. 2. a to neglect to do some- 
thing to forget or omit to do something 
which has to be done o He neglected to 
return his income tax form. 


neglected /ni'glektid/ adjective not 
well looked after o The local authority 
applied for a care order for the family of 
neglected children. 

negligence /'neglidzons/ noun 1. 
failure to give proper care to something, 
especially a duty or responsibility, with 
the result that a person or property is 
harmed) 2. the tort of acting carelessly 
towards others so as to cause harm, enti- 
tling the injured party to claim damages 


negligent/'neglid3zant/ adjective fail- 
ing to give proper care or attention to 
something o The defendant was negli- 
gent in carrying out his duties as a trus- 
tee. 

negligently /‘neglidzant(a)li/ adverb 
in a way which shows negligence o The 
guardian acted negligently towards his 
ward. 

negotiability /n1,gousia'brliti/ noun 
the ability of a document to be legally 
transferred to a person simply by passing 
it to him 

negotiable /ni'goufiab(a)l/ adjective 
1. able to be changed by discussion o not 
negotiable fixed and unable to be 
changed o The terms of the agreement 
are not negotiable. 2. able to be ex- 
changed for money o not negotiable not 
able to be exchanged for cash (some- 
times written on a cheque to indicate 
that only the person named on the 
cheque can cash it) 

negotiable cheque /nı,gəufiob(ə)l 
'tfek/ noun a cheque made payable to 
bearer, i.e. to anyone who holds it 
negotiable instrument /nt 
,goufsiab(a)l 'Instrument/ noun a docu- 
ment such as a bill of exchange or cheque 
which can be legally transferred to an- 
other owner simply by passing it to him 
or her or by endorsing it, or which can be 
exchanged for cash 

negotiable paper /nı,gəufiob(ə)l 
'perpə/ noun a document which can be 
transferred from one owner to another 
for money 

negotiate /ni'goufiert/ verb n to ne- 
gotiate with someone to discuss a prob- 
lem formally with someone, so as to 
reach an agreement o The management 
refused to negotiate with the union. o to 
negotiate terms and conditions, to ne- 
gotiate a contract to discuss and agree 
the terms of a contract 

negotiation /n1,gaufi'etf(a)n/ nouna 
discussion of terms and conditions to 
reach an agreement o contract under 
negotiation contract which is being dis- 
cussed o a matter for negotiation some- 
thing which must be discussed before a 
decision is reached o to enter into nego- 
tiations, to start negotiations to start 
discussing a problem o to resume nego- 


negotiator 


tiations to start discussing a problem 
again, after talks have stopped for a time 
o to break off negotiations to refuse to 
go on discussing a problem o to conduct 
negotiations to negotiate 


negotiator /ni'gəufiertə/ noun some- 
body who discusses with the aim of 
reaching an agreement 


neighbourhood watch /,netbohud 
‘wot f/ noun a system where the people 
living in an area are encouraged to look 
out for criminals or to report any break- 
down of law and order 


nemine contradicente /,neminer 
|kpntredr'sentei/, nem con /nem 
'kon/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘with no one contradicting’: phrase used 
to show that no one voted against the 
proposal o The motion was adopted nem 
con. 


nemo dat quod non habet 
/neiməu det kwpd non 'hæbet/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘no one 
can give what he does not have’: the rule 
that no one can pass or sell to another 
person something such as stolen goods to 
which he or she has no title 

neo- /ni:ou/ prefix meaning ‘new’ or ‘in 
a new form’ o a neo-fascist movement o 
a neo-Nazi organisation 


neocolonialism / nitauka 
‘launializ(a)m/ noun the policy of con- 
trolling weaker countries as if they were 
colonies 


net /net/, nett adjective, adverb re- 
maining after money has been deducted 
for tax, expenses, etc. o The company’s 
net profit was £10,000. 


net earnings /,net '3:n1yz/ noun total 
earnings after tax and other deductions 


net estate / net I'stert/ noun the es- 
tate of a deceased person less administra- 
tion charges and funeral costs 


net gain /,net 'gern/ noun the total 
number of seats gained after deducting 
seats lost o The government lost twenty 
seats and gained thirty one, making a net 
gain of eleven. Opposite gross (NOTE: 
The opposite is gross.) 


net price /,net 'prats/ noun a price 
which cannot be reduced by a discount 


net profit /,net 'profit/ noun a result 
where income from sales is larger than 
all expenditure 

neutral /'nju:tral/ adjective not taking 
sides in a dispute 

neutralism /‘nju:traliz(a)m/ noun a 
state of affairs where a country does not 
belong to one or other of the superpower 
groupings 

new trial /nju: 'trarol/ noun a trial 
which can be ordered to take place in civ- 
il cases, when the first trial was improper 
in some way 


next friend /nekst 'frend/ noun 
somebody who brings an action on be- 
half of a minor 

next of kin /,nekst ov 'kın/ noun the 
person or persons who are most closely 
related to someone o His only next of kin 
is an aunt living in Scotland. o The po- 
lice have informed the next of kin of the 
people killed in the accident. (NOTE: can 
be singular or plural) 

NIC abbreviation National Insurance 
contributions 

nick /nık/ noun a police station m verb 
1. to steal 2. to arrest 


night duty /‘nart ,dju:ti/ noun work 
done at night o PC Smith is on night duty 
this week. 

night rate /‘nart rert/ noun cheap tel- 
ephone calls at night 

night safe /'nart serf/ noun a safe in 
the outside wall of a bank, where money 
and documents can be deposited at night, 
using a special door 

nil return /,ntl r1'ts:n/ noun a report 
showing no sales, no income, no tax, etc. 
nisi » decree nisi, foreclosure order 
nisi 

nobble /'‘nvb(sa)l/ verb to interfere 
with, bribe or influence a juror or jury 
(slang) o He tried to nobble one of the ju- 
rors. 


no-claims bonus /nəu 'klermz 
\baunas/ noun the reduction of premi- 
ums paid because no claims have been 
made against an insurance policy 

noise abatement /'no1z 9,bertmont/ 
noun measures taken to reduce unac- 
ceptable or vibrations, or to protect peo- 
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non-molestation order 


ple form exposure to it o A noise abate- 
ment notice was served on the club. 


noise pollution /‘no1z pa,lu:S(a)n/ 
noun unpleasant sounds which cause 
discomfort 


nolle prosequi /,nvli 'prostkwat/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘do not 
pursue’: power used by the Attorney- 
General to stop a criminal trial 


nominal /'nomin(o)l/ adjective 1. (of 
an amount) very small o We make a 
nominal charge for our services. o They 
are paying a nominal rent. 2. referring to 
the official value of something rather 
than the actual value o property with a 
nominal value of £1 million 3. referring 
to something that is not what it seems o 
He was the nominal leader of the group 
but his wife made all the important deci- 
sions. 


nominal damages /nvmim(o)l 
‘deemid31z/ plural noun a very small 
amount of damages, awarded to show 
that the loss or harm suffered was techni- 
cal rather than actual 


nominate /‘nominett/ verb to official- 
ly suggest someone for a position or a 
prize o He was nominated as Labour 
candidate. o to nominate someone to a 
post to appoint someone to a post with- 
out an election o to nominate someone 
as proxy to name someone as your proxy 


nominator /‘nomineito/ noun some- 
body who is entitled to receive money 
and writes a nomination 


nominee /,nomr'ni:/ noun 1. a person 
who has been officially suggested for a 
position or a prize 2. a person who is ap- 
pointed to deal with financial matters on 
behalf of another person o He is the Par- 
ty leader’s nominee for the post. 


nominee account /nomi'ni: ə 
,kaunt/ noun an account held on behalf 
of another person 


nominee shareholder /,nomini: 
'feahoulda/ noun a person named as the 
owner of shares, when the shares are in 
fact owned by another person 


non-acceptance /,non ok'septons/ 
noun a situation where the person who 
should pay a bill of exchange does not 
accept it 


non-arrestable offence /non ə 
restab(9)l a'fens/ noun a crime for 
which a person cannot be arrested with- 
out a warrant 
COMMENT: Non-arrestable offences 
are usually crimes which carry a sen- 
tence of less than five years imprison- 
ment. 
non-capital crime /a'fens/, offence 
noun a crime or offence for which the 
punishment is not death 


non compos mentis /,non kompas 
'mentis/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘mad’ or ‘not fully sane’ 


non-conformance /non kon 
‘formons/ noun the act of not conform- 
ing o He was criticised for non-conform- 
ance with the regulations. 


non-consummation /non ,konso 
'merf(ə)n/ noun o non-consummation 
of marriage not having sexual inter- 
course (between husband and wife) 


non-contributory pension 
scheme = /non _ kon,tribjut(a)ri 
'‘penfan ski:m/ noun a pension scheme 
where the employee does not make any 
contributions and the company pays eve- 
rything 

non-direction /non_ dar'rekfon/ 
noun (of a judge) the fact of not giving 
instructions to a jury about how to con- 
sider something 

non-disclosure /,non dis'klau30/ 
noun the failure to disclose information 
which one has a duty to disclose 


non-executive director /non 1g 
\zekjutiv dar'rektə/ noun a director 
who attends board meetings and gives 
advice, but does not work full time for a 
company 

nonfeasance /non'fi:zons/ noun 
failure to do something which should be 
done by law 


nonjoinder /nvn'd3omdo/ noun a 
plea that a claimant has not joined all the 
necessary parties to his or her action 


non-molestation order /non 
;moule'sterf(a)n ,o:da/ noun an order 
made by a court to prevent one party, par- 
ticularly a co-habitant or spouse, from 
threatening, attacking or making contact 
with the other 


non-national 202 


non-national /non 'nzf(a)nol/ noun 
somebody who is not a citizen of a par- 
ticular state o Non-nationals can be 
barred from working in an EU country if 
they do not speak the language. 
non-negotiable instrument /non 
ni,gousab(a)l_ 'ınstrumənt/ noun a 
document such as a crossed cheque 
which is not payable to bearer and so 
cannot be exchanged for cash 
non-payment /,non 'permont/ noun 
o non-payment of a debt not paying a 
debt due 

non-proliferation treaty /,non pro 
jifa'rerf(9)n ,tri:ti/ noun a treaty to 
prevent the possession and development 
of nuclear weapons spreading to coun- 
tries which do not yet possess them 
non-recurring items /non r1,ks:r1m 
‘aitomz/ noun special items in a set of 
accounts which appear only once 
non-refundable /,non r1'fandab(a)I/ 
adjective being ineligible for refund 
non-resident /non 'rezid(a)nt/ 
noun somebody who is not considered a 
resident of a country for tax purposes 
non-retroactivity /non ,retrauek 
'trviti/ noun (in the EU) the state of not 
being retroactive 

non-returnable /,non rr'ts:nab(9)I/ 
adjective being impossible to return 
non-returnable packing /nvn rı 
tsinəb(o)l 'pækıņ/ noun packaging 
which is to be thrown away when it has 
been used and not returned to the person 
who sent it 

nonsufficient funds /nvnso,fifant 
'fandz/ noun US a sum of money in an 
account which is less than is needed to 
pay a cheque which has been presented 
nonsuit, nonsuited to be nonsuit, 
to be nonsuited 1. situation in civil 
proceedings where a claimant fails to es- 
tablish a cause of action and is forced to 
abandon his proceedings 2. situation in 
criminal proceedings where a judge di- 
rects a jury to find the defendant not 
guilty 

non-taxable /,non 'tæksəb(ə)l/ ad- 
jective being ineligible for tax 
non-verbal evidence /npn ,v3:b(9)! 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence produced in 


court in the form of maps, photographs 
or other documents 
COMMENT: Verbal evidence may be 
written or spoken. British lawyers refer 
specifically to spoken evidence as oral 
evidence. 
non-voting shares /non ,vovti 
'feaz/ plural noun shares which do not 
allow the shareholder to vote at meetings 
North-Eastern Circuit, Northern 
Circuit /,no:0 'i:ston ,sa:kit/ noun two 
of the six circuits of the Crown Court to 
which barristers belong, with centres in 
Leeds and Manchester 
noscitur a sociis /,nvskits: a: 
'sgusiis/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘the meaning of the words can be under- 
stood from the words around them’: am- 
biguous words or phrases can be clarified 
by referring to the context in which they 
are used 
notarial /nəv'teəriəl/ adjective refer- 
ring to notaries public 
notarial act /nəu,teəriəl 'ækt/ noun 
an act which can be carried out only by a 
notary public 
notary public /,noutori 'pablık/, no- 
tary noun a lawyer, usually but not nec- 
essarily a solicitor, who has the authority 
to draw up and witness specific types of 
document and so make them official 
(NOTE: The plural is notaries public.) 
note /nout/ verb o to note a bill to at- 
tach a note to a dishonoured bill of ex- 
change, explaining why it has not been 
honoured 
note of costs /,nout ov 'kpsts/ noun 
a bill or invoice 
note of hand /,nout ov 'hænd/ noun 
a document stating that someone promis- 
es to pay an amount of money on a spec- 
ified date 
not guilty /,nvt ‘gilti/» guilty 
notice /'navtis/ noun 1. a piece of 
written information o The company sec- 
retary pinned up a notice about the pen- 
sion scheme. 2. information given to 
warn someone Officially that something 
is going to happen, e.g. that a contract is 
going to end, that terms of a contract are 
going to be changed, that an employee 
will leave a job at a specific date, or that 
a tenant must leave the property being 
occupied o to give someone notice, to 


nuncupative will 


serve notice on someone to give some- 
one a legal notice o to give a tenant no- 
tice to quit, to serve a tenant with no- 
tice to quit to inform a tenant officially 
that he has to leave the premises by a 
specified date o she has handed in, giv- 
en her notice she has said she will quit 
her job o until further notice until dif- 
ferent instructions are given o at short 
notice with very little warning o you 
must give seven days’ notice of with- 
drawal you must ask to take money out 
of the account seven days before you 
want it 3. a legal document informing 
someone of something o to give notice 
of appeal to start official proceedings for 
an appeal to be heard 4. knowledge of a 
fact 

notice of allocation /noutis ov 
elo'kerf(9)n/ noun an official letter 
from a court, telling the parties to which 
of three management tracks their case 
has been allocated 

notice of dishonour /,novtis ov dis 
'‘pnd/ noun a letter or document warning 
a person to pay a cheque or risk being 
sued 

notice of motion /,novutis ov 
'mouf(a)n/ noun a document telling the 
other party to a case that an application 
will be made to the court 

notice of opposition /,noutis ov 
Dpo'z1f(a)n/ noun a document oppos- 
ing a patent application 

notice of service /noutis ov 
's3rvis/ noun a document issued by a 
court to show that a claim has been 
served 

notice to quit /,noutts ta 'kwit/ noun 
formal notice served by a landlord on a 
tenant before proceedings are started for 
possession 

notifiable /'nəvtıfarob(o)l/ adjective 
being necessary to be notified 
notifiable offence /,noutifarob(9)l ə 
'fens/ noun a serious offence which can 
be tried in the Crown Court 


not proven /,novt 'pru:v(o)n/ adjec- 
tive referring to a verdict that a prosecu- 
tion has not produced sufficient evidence 
to allow the accused to be proved guilty 


notwithstanding /, notw1d'stendin/ 
preposition in spite of o The case pro- 
ceeded notwithstanding the objections of 
the defendant. m adverb despite the fact 
or thing previously mentioned o We had 
to close the advice centre for lack of 
funds, its excellent work notwithstand- 
ing. 

novation /nou'velf(a)n/ noun a trans- 
action in which a new contract is agreed 
by all parties to replace an existing con- 
tract, e.g. where one of the parties to the 
old contract is released from their liabil- 
ity under the old contract and this liabil- 
ity is assumed by a third party 

no win no fee /nəu ,win nou ‘fi:/ 
noun same as conditional fee agree- 
ment 


NSF abbreviation US nonsufficient 
funds 


nuisance /'nju:s(a)ns/ noun some- 
thing which causes harm or inconven- 
ience to someone or to property 


null /nal/ adjective without legal value 
or effect o the contract was declared 
null and void the contract was said to be 
no longer valid o to render a decision 
null to make a decision useless, to cancel 
a decision 

nullification /,nalift'kerf(9)n/ noun 
the act of making something invalid 
nullify /'‘nalifat/ verb to make some- 
thing lose its legal value or effect 
nullity /‘naliti/ noun 1. an action which 
is void or invalid 2. a situation where a 
marriage is ruled never to have been in 
effective existence 

nuncupative will /,nankapotiv ‘wil/ 
noun a will made orally in the presence 
of a witness, e.g. a will made by a soldier 
in time of war 


O 


oath /au8/ noun a solemn legal promise 
that someone will say or write only what 
is true o he was on oath, under oath he 
had promised in court to say what was 
true o to administer an oath to some- 
one to make someone swear an oath o to 
take the oath to swear allegiance to the 
Queen before taking one’s seat as an MP 
o After taking the oath, the new MP signs 
the test roll. 


oath of allegiance /u00 əv ə 
'‘liidgons/ noun 1. an oath which is 
sworn to put the person under the orders 
or rules of a country, an army, etc o all of- 
ficers swore an oath of allegiance to the 
new president 2. an oath sworn by all 
MPs before they can take their seats in 
the House of Commons (or alternatively 
they can affirm) 


obiter dicta /,nbits 'dikto/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘things which are 
said in passing’: part of a judgment 
which is not essential to the decision of 
the judge and does not create a prece- 
dent. ù ratio decidendi (NOTE: The sin- 
gular is obiter dictum.) 


object noun /'vbd3ekt/ purpose or aim 
a verb /ab'd3ekt/ to say that you do not 
accept or agree with something o to ob- 
ject to a clause in a contract o to object 
to a juror to ask for a juror not to be ap- 
pointed because he or she may be biased 


objection /ob'dzekfan/ noun o to 
raise an objection to something to ob- 
ject to something o One of the parties 
raised an objection to the wording of the 
agreement. 


objective /ab'dzektiv/ noun some- 
thing which you try to do m adjective 
considered from a general point of view 
and not from that of the person involved 
o to carry out an objective review of cur- 


rent legislation o The judge asked the 


jury to be objective in considering the ev- 


idence put before them. o You must be 
objective in assessing the performance 
of the staff. 

objects clause /‘pbd3ikts_ klo:z/ 
noun a section in a company’s memoran- 
dum of association which says what 
work the company will do 

obligate /'pbligeit/ verb n to be obli- 
gated to do something especially US to 
have a legal duty to do something 
obligation /,vbli'getf(a)n/ noun 1. a 
duty to do something o to be under an 
obligation to do something to feel it is 
your duty to do something o he is under 
no contractual obligation to buy he has 
signed no agreement to buy o to fulfil 
one’s contractual obligations to do 
what is stated in a contract 0 two weeks’ 
free trial without obligation situation 
where the customer can try the item at 
home for two weeks without having to 
buy it at the end of the test 2. a debt o to 
meet one’s obligations to pay one’s 
debts 

obligatory /a'bligat(a)ri/ adjective 
necessary according to the law or rules o 
Each new member of staff has to pass an 
obligatory medical examination. 
obligee /,vbli'd3i:/ noun somebody 
who is owed a duty 

obligor /,pbli'go:/ noun somebody 
who owes a duty to someone 

obscene /ab'si:n/ adjective likely to 
offend public morals and accepted stand- 
ards of decency, or to deprave or corrupt 
someone o The magazine was classed as 
an obscene publication. o The police 
seized a number of obscene films. 
obscene publication /əb,si:n 
pabli'kerf(9)n/ noun a book or maga- 
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zine which is liable to deprave or corrupt 
someone who sees or reads it o The mag- 
azine was classed as an obscene publica- 
tion and seized by customs. 

obscenity /ab'seniti/ noun the state 
of being obscene o The magistrate com- 
mented on the obscenity of some parts of 
the film. 

obscenity laws /ab'seniti lo:z/ plu- 
ral noun law relating to obscene publica- 
tions or films 


observance /sb'z3:v(a)ns/ noun do- 
ing what is required by a law o The gov- 
ernment’s observance of international 
agreements. 

observe /ab'zs:v/ verb 1. to obey a 
rule or a law o failure to observe the cor- 
rect procedure © All members of the as- 
sociation should observe the code of 
practice. 2. to watch or to notice what is 
happening o Officials have been instruct- 
ed to observe the conduct of the election. 


observer /ab'z3:va/ noun somebody 
who observes o Two official observers 
attended the meeting. 

obsolete /'pbsali:t/ adjective no long- 
er being used or in force and replaced by 
something else o The law has been made 
obsolete by new developments in forensic 
science. 


obstruct /ab'strakt/ verb to stop 
something progressing o The parked 
cars are obstructing the traffic. o ob- 
structing the police the offence of doing 
something which prevents a police offic- 
er carrying out his or her duty 
obstruction /sb'strakfan/ noun 1. 
something which gets in the way o The 
car caused an obstruction to the traffic. 
2. an act of obstructing someone o ob- 
struction of the police doing anything 
which prevents a police officer from do- 
ing his or her duty 

obstructive /ob'straktiv/ adjective 
deliberately causing problems o obstruc- 
tive behaviour 

obtain /əb'tern/ verb 1. to get some- 
thing o to obtain supplies from abroad o 
to obtain an injunction against a compa- 
ny o We find these items very difficult to 
obtain. o He obtained control by buying 
the family shareholding. o to obtain a 
property by fraud, by deception to 


trick someone into handing over posses- 
sion of property o obtaining a pecuni- 
ary advantage by deception offence of 
deceiving someone so as to derive a fi- 
nancial benefit 2. to exist, be generally 
accepted, or have legal status o a rule ob- 
taining in international law o This right 
does not obtain in judicial proceedings. 
obtaining by deception /ab,temip 
bar di'sepfan/ noun the act of acquiring 
money or property by tricking someone 
into handing it over 

obtaining credit /ab,temry ‘kredit/ 
noun an offence whereby an undis- 
charged bankrupt obtains credit above a 
limit of £50 

occasion /s'ke13(9)n/ noun the time 
when something takes place o The open- 
ing of the trial was the occasion of pro- 
tests by the family of the accused. = verb 
to make something happen o He pleaded 
guilty to assault occasioning actual bod- 
ily harm. 

occasional /a'ke13(2)n(a)l/ adjective 
happening from time to time 
occasional licence /9,ke13(9)n(0)l 
'lars(ə)ns/ noun a licence to sell alcohol 
at a specific place and time only 


occupancy /'pkjuponsi/ noun 1. the 
act of occupying a property such as a 
house, office, or room in a hotel o with 
immediate occupancy empty and avail- 
able to be occupied immediately 2. the 
fact of occupying a property which has 
no owner and so acquiring title to the 
property 

occupant /'pkjupont/ noun a person 
or company which occupies a property 
occupation /,pkju'petf(a)n/ noun 1. 
the act of occupying a property which 
has no owner, and so acquiring title to the 
property 2. the work that someone does 
occupational /,okju'perf(a)nol/ ad- 
jective referring to a job o occupational 
accident accident which takes place at 
work o occupational disease a disease 
which affects people in some jobs o oc- 
cupational hazards dangers which ap- 
ply to specific jobs 

occupational pension 
/,okjupetf(a)nal 'penfa/ noun a pen- 
sion which is paid by the company by 
which an employee has been employed 


occupational pension scheme 


occupational pension scheme 
/,okjupetf(a)nal 'penfon skizm/ noun 
a pension scheme where the employee 
gets a pension from the company he or 
she has worked for 

occupation order /,pkju'perf(s)n 
,o1da/ noun a court order in marital pro- 
ceedings which decides the rights of a 
spouse to use the marital home. It may 
exclude them entirely or allow them ac- 
cess to the whole or part of the home. 
Former name exclusion order 


occupier /'okjuparə/ noun somebody 
who lives in a property 
COMMENT: The occupier has the right 
to stay in or on a property, but is not 
necessarily an owner. 
occupier’s liability § /,nkjuparoz 
lara'biliti/ noun the duty of an occupier 
to make sure that visitors to a property 
are not harmed 


occupy /'pvkjupai/ verb to enter and 
stay in a property illegally o The rebels 
occupied the Post Office. o Squatters are 
occupying the building. 

offence /a'fens/ noun an illegal act o 
He was charged with three serious of- 
fences. o The minister was arrested and 
charged with offences against the Offi- 
cial Secrets Act. (NOTE: The US spelling 
is offense.) o offence against the per- 
son a criminal act which harms a person 
physically, e.g. murder or actual bodily 
harm o offence against property a crim- 
inal act which damages or destroys prop- 
erty, e.g. theft, forgery or criminal dam- 
age o offence against public order a 
criminal act which disturbs the general 
calm of society, e.g. riot or affray o of- 
fence against the state an attack on the 
lawful government of a country, e.g. se- 
dition or treason o offence triable either 
way an offence which can be tried before 
a magistrates’ court or a Crown Court 


offend /a'fend/ verb to commit a crime 


offender /a'fenda/ noun somebody 
who commits a crime 


offensive weapon _/a,fensiv 
'wepən/ noun an object which can be 
used to harm a person or property o car- 
rying offensive weapons the offence of 
holding a weapon or something such as a 
bottle which could be used as a weapon 


COMMENT: Many things can be consid- 
ered as offensive weapons if they are 
used as such: a brick, a bottle, a piece 
of wire, etc. 
offer /'pfa/ noun 1. a statement by one 
party to a contract that he or she proposes 
to do something (NOTE: The offer (and 
acceptance by the other party) is one of 
the essential elements of a contract.) 2. 
o the house is under offer someone has 
made an offer to buy the house and the 
offer has been accepted provisionally o 
open to offers willing to discuss chang- 
ing something that has been put forward 
o or near offer (0.n.o.) or an offer of a 
price which is slightly less than the price 
asked o asking price: #200 o.n.o. 3. o he 
received six offers of jobs, six job of- 
fers six companies told him he could 
have a job with them m verb 1. to propose 
something to someone, or propose to do 
something o he offered to buy the house 
o to offer someone £100,000 for his 
house o he offered £10 a share o to offer 
someone a job to tell someone that he or 
she can have a job in your company 2. to 
say that you are willing to sell something 
o We offered the house for sale. 
offeree /,pfa'ri:/ noun somebody who 
receives an offer 
offer for sale /,pfoa fa 'serl/ noun a sit- 
uation where a company advertises new 
shares for sale 
offer of amends /,vfa əv a'mendz/ 
plural noun an offer to write an apology 
by someone who has libelled another 
person 
offeror /'ofərə/ noun somebody who 
makes an offer 
offer price /'ofə prats/ noun the price 
at which new shares are put on sale 
offer to buy /,vfa ta 'bar/ noun a 
statement that you are willing to pay a 
specific amount of money to buy some- 
thing o to make an offer for a company o 
to accept an offer of £1,000 for the car o 
He made an offer of £10 a share. o We 
made a written offer for the house. o 
£1,000 is the best offer I can make. 
offer to sell /,nfa tə 'sel/ noun a state- 
ment that you are willing to sell some- 
thing 
office /'pfis/ noun 1. a set of rooms 
where a company works or where busi- 


officio 


ness is done 2. a room where someone 
works and does business o Come into my 
office. o She has a pleasant office which 
looks out over the park. o The senior 
partner’s office is on the third floor. 3. o 
information office, inquiry office office 
where someone can answer questions 
from members of the public 4. a post or 
position o He holds or performs the of- 
fice of treasurer. o compensation for 
loss of office payment to a director who 
is asked to leave a company before his or 
her contract ends 


office creeper /‘pfis ,kri:po/ noun a 
well-dressed, well-spoken thief who pre- 
tends to be someone such as a sales or re- 
pair person and steals valuable items 
such as laptop computers from offices 
office junior /,ofts 'd3u:nia/ noun a 
young man or woman who does all types 
of work in an office 


Office of Fair Trading /,vfts ov feo 
'treidin/ noun the British government 
department which protects consumers 
against unfair or illegal business 

office of profit / ofis ov ‘profit/, of- 
fice of profit under the Crown /,pfis 
av ,profit ‘anda 61 kraun/ noun a gov- 
ernment post which disqualifies some- 
one from being a Member of Parliament 


officer /‘vfisa/ noun 1. somebody who 
has an official position o the company 
officers, the officers of a company the 
main executives or directors of a compa- 
ny 2. an official, usually unpaid, of a club 
or society o The election of officers of an 
association. 

office security /,pfis si'kjuoriti/ 
noun the means taken to protect an office 
against theft of equipment, personal 
property or information 

office space /'pfis spers/ noun the 
space available for offices or occupied by 
offices 

office staff /,pfts 'sta:f/ noun people 
who work in offices 

official /a'f1f(a)l/ adjective 1. done be- 
cause it has been authorised by a govern- 
ment department or organisation o He 
left official documents in his car. o She 
received an official letter of explanation. 
a speaking in an official capacity 
speaking officially o to go through offi- 


cial channels to deal with officials, espe- 
cially when making a request 2. done or 
approved by a director or by a person in 
authority o This must be an official order 
— it is written on the company’s notepa- 
per. m noun somebody working in a gov- 
ernment department 


official copy /s,f1f(0)l ‘kop1/ noun a 
copy of an official document which has 
been sealed by the office which issued it 
Official Journal /o f1f(9)l 'd3s:n(a)l/ 
noun a publication which lists the regu- 
lations, statutory instruments and direc- 
tives of the EC 


officially /o'f1f(o)li/ adverb in an offi- 
cial way o Officially he knows nothing 
about the problem, but unofficially he 
has given us a lot of advice about it. 


official mediator /a,fif(a)l 
'mi:diertə/ noun a government official 
who tries to make the two sides in an in- 
dustrial dispute agree 

Official Receiver /s,f1f(9)I ri'si:vo/ 
noun a government official who is ap- 
pointed to close down a company which 
is in liquidation or deal with the affairs of 
a bankrupt 

official referee /o,f1f(o)l ,refa'ri:/ 
noun a judge with specialist knowledge 
who is appointed by the High Court to try 
complicated, usually technical, cases of 
a particular type 

official return /a,f1f(9)l ri'ts:n/ noun 
an official report or statement 

official secret /o,f1f(o)l 'si:kroat/ 
noun a piece of information which is 
classified as important to the state and 
which it is a crime to reveal 

Official Secrets Act /a,f1f(o)l 
'siikrəts ,ekt/ noun an Act of Parlia- 
ment which governs the publication of 
secret information relating to the state 
Official Solicitor /s,f1f(9)1 sə'lısıtə/ 
noun a solicitor who acts in the High 
Court for parties who have no-one to act 
for them, usually because they are under 
a legal disability 

official strike /o,f1f(o)l 'stratk/ noun 
a strike which has been approved by the 
union 


Officio /a'fif1au/ » ex officio, functus 
officio 


off-licence 


off-licence /‘pf ,lais(9)ns/ noun 1. a 
licence to sell alcohol for drinking away 
from the place where you buy it 2. a shop 
which sells alcohol for drinking at home 
offspring /‘pf,sprin/ noun a child or 
children of a parent o His offspring in- 
herited the estate. o They had two off- 
spring. (NOTE: offspring is both singular 
and plural) 

off the record /,vf ðo 'reko:d/ adverb 
unofficially or in private o He made some 
remarks off the record about the rising 
crime figures. 


Old Bailey /,auld '‘berli/ noun the 
Central Criminal Court in London 


old lag /,auld 'læg/ noun a criminal 
who has served many (short) prison sen- 
tences, one who will never go straight 
(informal) 

oligarchical /,pl1'ga:krk(9)l/, oligar- 
chic /,vl1'ga:kik/ adjective referring to 
an oligarchy 


ombudsman /'pmbudzmoan/ noun an 
official who investigates complaints by 
the public against government depart- 
ments or other large organisations. Also 
called Parliamentary Commissioner 


COMMENT: There are in fact several 
ombudsmen: the main one is the Par- 
liamentary Commissioner, but there 
are also others, such as the Health 
Service Commissioner, who investi- 
gates complaints against the Health 
Service, and the Local Ombudsman 
who investigates complaints against 
local authorities, the Banking Om- 
budsman, who investigates com- 
plaints against banks, etc. In 1990, a 
Legal Services Ombudsman was ap- 
pointed to investigate complaints 
against non-legal professional people 
who supply legal services, such as 
conveyancing. Although an ombuds- 
man will make his recommendations 
to the department concerned, and may 
make his recommendations public, he 
has no power to enforce them. The 
Parliamentary Commissioner may 
only investigate complaints which are 
addressed to him through an MP; the 
member of the public first brings his 
complaint to his MP, and if the MP can- 
not get satisfaction from the depart- 
ment against which the complaint is 
made, then the matter is passed to the 
Ombudsman. 


omission /3u'm1f(a)n/ noun the fail- 
ure to do something 


one minute speech /,wan 'minot 
\Spiitf/ noun US a short speech by a 
member of the House of Representatives 
on any subject at the beginning of the 
day’s business 

0.n.O. abbreviation or near offer 

onus /'əunəs/ noun responsibility for 
doing something difficult o onus of 
proof, onus probandi the duty to prove 
that what has been alleged in court is cor- 
rect o The onus of proof is on the claim- 
ant. > burden of proof 

op. cit. phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘in the work mentioned’ (NOTE: used 
when referring to a legal text: ‘see 
Smith LJ in Jones v. Amalgamated 
Steel Lid op. cit. p. 260’) 

open /'supon/ adjective o in open 
court in a courtroom with members of 
the public present m verb to begin speak- 
ing o Counsel for the prosecution opened 
with a description of the accused’s fami- 
ly background. n to open negotiations to 
begin negotiating 

open account /,aupen o'kaunt/ 
noun an amount owed with no security 
offered 

open cheque /,aupan 'tfek/ noun a 
cheque which is not crossed and can be 
exchanged for cash anywhere 

open court /'əupən ko:t/ noun a 
court where the hearings are open to the 
public 

open credit /,supon 'kredit/ noun 
bank credit given to good customers 
without security up to a maximum sum 
open-ended /,aupon 'endid/, open- 
end US/,aupon 'end/ adjective with no 
fixed limit, or with some items not spec- 
ified o an open-ended agreement 

open hearing /,aupon 'hrərıy/ noun 
a hearing that the public and journalists 
may attend 

opening /‘sup(9)nIn/ noun n a mar- 
ket opening possibility of starting to do 
business in a new market m adjective 
happening at the beginning of something 
o the judge’s opening remarks o the 
opening speech from the defence counsel 
or from the Home Secretary 

opening — balance _s/‘oup(a)nin 
ibelons/ noun the balance at the begin- 
ning of an accounting period 


oppose 


opening bid /,sup(o)nim 'bıd/ noun 
the first bid at an auction 

opening entry /‘sup(a)nin_,entri/ 
noun the first entry in an account 
opening price /,sup(s)nin 'prats/ 
noun the price at the start of a day’s trad- 
ing 

opening stock /,oup(s)nm 'stok/ 
noun the details of stock at the beginning 
of an accounting period 

open policy /,aupen 'pplisi/ noun a 
marine insurance policy, where the value 
of what is insured is not stated 

open prison /,supon 'priz(9)n/ noun 
a prison with minimum security where 
category ‘D’ prisoners can be kept 
open ticket /,oupon 'tıkıt/ noun a 
ticket which can be used on any date 
open verdict /,oupon 'va:dikt/ noun 
a verdict in a coroner’s court which does 
not decide how the dead person died o 
The court recorded an open verdict on 
the two policemen. 


operandi » modus operandi 


operating /‘pporeitm/ noun the gen- 
eral running of a business or of a ma- 
chine 

operating budget /'vporeitin 
,bad3ıt/ noun income and expenditure 
which is expected to be incurred over a 
period of time 

operating costs /‘pporeitin ,kosts/ 
plural noun costs of the day-to-day or- 
ganisation of a company 

operating loss /'pporeitin los/ noun 
a loss made by a company in its usual 
business 

operation /,ppo'rerf(a)n/ noun no in 
operation working, being used o The 
system will be in operation by June. o 
The new system came into operation on 
June Ist. 

operational /,ppa'rerf(o)noal/ adjec- 
tive o the system became operational 
on June 1st the system began working 
on June Ist 

operational budget /,ppore1f(a)noal 
‘bad3it/ noun expenditure which is ex- 
pected to be made in running a business, 
office or other organisation such as po- 
lice force 


operational costs /,pporetf(s)nol 
'kosts/ plural noun costs of running a 
business or a police force 


operational planning 
/ pporerf(o)nal 'plenin/ noun the activ- 
ity of planning how something is to be 
run 

operational research 
/,ppererf(a)nal r1's3it f/ noun a study of 
a method of working to see if it can be 
made more efficient and cost-effective 


operations review /,pporetf(9)nz rr 
'vju:/ noun an assessment of the way in 
which a company or department works to 
see how it can be made more efficient 
and profitable 


operative words = /,pp(a)rativ 
'wsidz/ plural noun words in a convey- 
ancing document which transfer the land 
or create an interest in the land 


opinion /ə'pınjən/ noun 1. n to be of 
the opinion to believe or to think o The 
judge was of the opinion that if the evi- 
dence was doubtful the claim should be 
dismissed. 2. a piece of expert advice o 
to ask an adviser for his opinion on a 
case o The lawyers gave their opinion. o 
Counsel prepared a written opinion. 3. a 
judgment delivered by a court, especially 
the House of Lords 4. (in the EU) an 
opinion of the European Community 
which is not legally binding 


opinion poll /a'pmjon poul/ noun the 
activity of asking a sample group of peo- 
ple what they feel about something in or- 
der to assess the opinion of the whole 
population 


opponent /ə'pəunənt/ noun some- 
body who is against you or who votes 
against what you propose o The prosecu- 
tion tried to discredit their opponents in 
the case. 


oppose /ə'pəuz/ verb 1. to try to stop 
something happening o We are all op- 
posed to the takeover. o Counsel for the 
claimant opposed the defendant’s appli- 
cation for an adjournment. o the police 
opposed bail, opposed the granting of 
bail the police said that bail should not 
be granted to the accused 2. to vote 
against something o A minority of board 
members opposed the motion. 


opposition 


opposition /,npo'zif(a)n/ noun 
strong disagreement with a suggestion or 
plan, often including action to try to 
change or stop it o There was considera- 
ble opposition to the plan for reorganis- 
ing the divorce courts. o The voters 
showed their opposition to the govern- 
ment by voting against the proposal in 
the referendum. 


option /'ppJan/ noun an offer to some- 
one of the right to enter into a contract at 
a later date o option to purchase, to sell 
giving someone the possibility to buy or 
sell something within a period of time or 
when a specific event happens o to grant 
someone a six-month option on a 
product to allow someone six months to 
decide if he or she wants to be the agent 
for a product, or if he or she wants to 
manufacture the product under licence o 
to take up an option, to exercise an op- 
tion to accept the option which has been 
offered and to put it into action o He ex- 
ercised his option or he took up his op- 
tion to acquire sole marketing rights to 
the product. a I want to leave my op- 
tions open I want to be able to decide 
what to do when the time is right o to 
take the soft option to decide to do 
something which involves the least risk, 
effort or problems 


option contract /'opfən ,kontrekt/ 
noun the right to buy or sell shares at a 
fixed price 


oral /'o:ral/ adjective spoken 


oral evidence /,s:ral_ ‘evid(s)ns/ 
noun spoken evidence, as opposed to 
written evidence 


orally /‘o:rali/ adverb in speech, not in 
writing 

order /'o:da/ noun 1. a general state of 
calm, where everything is working as 
planned and ruled o There was a serious 
breakdown of law and order. n offence 
against public order, public order of- 
fence riot, street fight, etc. 2. o orders 
legislation made by ministers, under 
powers delegated to them by Act of Par- 
liament, but which still have to be ratified 
by Parliament before coming into force 
3. o to call a meeting to order to start 
proceedings officially o to bring a meet- 
ing to order to get a meeting back to dis- 


cussing the agenda again (after an inter- 
ruption) o order ! order! call by the 
Speaker of the House of Commons to 
bring the meeting to order 4. o pay to 
Mr Smith or order pay money to Mr 
Smith or as he orders o pay to the order 
of Mr Smith pay money directly into Mr 
Smith’s account 

order book /'s:da buk/ noun a list 
showing the House of Commons busi- 
ness for the term of Parliament 

Order in Council /:do ın 
'kauns(ə)l/ noun legislation approved 
by the Queen in Council, which is al- 
lowed by an Act of Parliament and does 
not have to be ratified by Parliament 
order of certiorari /,o:do əv ,s3:fiə 
'reərar/ noun an order which transfers a 
case from a lower court to the High Court 
for investigation into its legality o He ap- 
plied for judicial review by way of certi- 
orari. o The court ordered certiorari fol- 
lowing judicial review, quashing the or- 
der made by the juvenile court. 

order of committal /,o:do ov ko 
'mıt(ə)l/ noun same as committal or- 
der 

order of discharge /,s:da ov 
‘dist fard3/ noun a court order releasing 
a person from bankruptcy 

order paper /,9:da 'perpa/ noun the 
agenda of business to be discussed each 
day in the House of Commons 
ordinance /'s:dmons/ noun 1. a spe- 
cial decree of a government 2. US a rule 
made by a municipal authority, and ef- 
fective only within the jurisdiction of 
that authority 

ordinarily /‘o:d(9)n(e)rili/ 
normally or usually 
ordinarily resident /,5:d(0)n(o)rili 
‘rezid(9)nt/ noun someone who is usu- 
ally resident in a particular country 
ordinary /'9:d(9)n(o)ri/ adjective nor- 
mal or not special 

ordinary member /,o:d(0)n(o)ri 
'membə/ noun somebody who pays a 
subscription to belong to a club or group 
ordinary resolution /,o:d(0)n(o)ri 
irezo'lu:f(a)n/ noun a resolution which 
can be passed by a simple majority of 
shareholders 


adverb 


outside worker 


ordinary shareholder /,s:d(9)n(o)ri 
' feəhəuldə/ noun somebody who owns 
ordinary shares in a company 


organised crime  /,o:gonaizd 
‘kraim/ noun criminal activities which 
are run as a business, with groups of spe- 
cialist criminals, assistants, security 
staff, etc., all run by a group of directors 
or by a boss 

organised labour /,o:gonaizd 
'lerbə/ noun all the employees who are 
members of trade unions 


original /ə'rıdzən(ə)l/ noun the first 
copy made o Send the original and file 
two copies. 

original evidence /ə,rıdz3ən(ə)l 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence given by a 
witness, based on facts which he or she 
knows to be true as opposed to hearsay 


originate /a'r1d3imeit/ verb to begin to 
exist 

originating application h 
Tidzmeitin ,æplı'kerf(©)n/ noun a 
way of beginning some types of case in 
the County Court 


originating summons lg 
Tid3imeltin 'sAmonz/ noun a summons 
whereby a legal action is commenced, 
usually in the Chancery Division of the 
High Court in cases relating to land or 
the administration of an estate 


orphan /'s:f(a)n/ noun a child whose 
parents have died 


ostensible /p'stensib(9)l/ adjective 
appearing to be something, but not really 
so 

ostensible partner /p,stensrb(o)l 
'pa:tnə/ noun a person who appears to 
be a partner in a business by allowing his 
or her name to be used but really has no 
interest 


otherwise /'adawaiz/ adverb in an- 
other way o John Smith, otherwise 
known as ‘the Butcher’. o except as oth- 
erwise stated except where it is stated in 
a different way o unless otherwise 
agreed unless different terms are agreed 


ouster /'austə/ noun the removal of an 
occupier from a property so that he or 
she has to sue to regain possession, used 
especially in matrimonial proceedings 
against a violent spouse o He had to ap- 


ply for an ouster order. o The judge made 
an ouster order. Compare eject 

Outer House /'avtə hauz/ noun part 
of the Scottish Court of Session, formed 
of five judges 

outlaw /‘avtlo:/ noun an old term for a 
person who was thrown out of society as 
a punishment m verb to say that some- 
thing is unlawful o The government has 
proposed a bill to outlaw drinking in 
public. 

outline planning permission 
/,avt(a)lain 'plenin po,mif(9)n/ noun 
general permission to build a property on 
a piece of land, but not final because 
there are no details provided 

out of court /,aut ov 'ko:t/ adverb, 
adjective settled without going to court 
to end a dispute o a settlement was 
reached out of court a dispute was set- 
tled between two parties privately with- 
out continuing a court case 

out of pocket /,avt əv 'pokit/ adjec- 
tive, adverb having paid out money per- 
sonally o out-of-pocket expenses the 
amount of money to pay an employee 
back for his or her own money which has 
been spent on company business 
output tax /‘autput teks/ noun VAT 
charged by a company on goods or serv- 
ices sold 

outright /,aut'rart/ adverb, adjective 
completely o to purchase something 
outright, to make an outright pur- 
chase to buy something completely, in- 
cluding all rights in it 

outside /‘autsaid/ adjective, adverb 
not in a prison or institution o on the out- 
side outside a prison or institution o They 
need help with returning to life on the 
outside. 

outside dealer /,autsatd 'di:la/ noun 
somebody who is not a member of the 
Stock Exchange but is allowed to trade 
outside director /,autsaid dar 
'rekto/ noun a director who is not em- 
ployed by the company 

outside line /,autsard 'lam/ noun a 
line from an internal office telephone 
system to the main telephone exchange 
outside worker /'autsard ,wa:ko/ 
noun a worker who does not work in a 
company’s offices 


outstanding 


outstanding /avt'stendin/ adjective 
not yet paid or completed n matters out- 
standing from the previous meeting 
questions which were not settled at the 
previous meeting 


outstanding debts /aut,stendim 
‘dets/ plural noun debts which are wait- 
ing to be paid 

outstanding offences = /aut 
,Steendin o'fenss/ plural noun offences 
for which a person has not yet been con- 
victed, which can be considered at the 
same time as a similar offence for which 
he or she faces sentence 


Oval Office /,suval 'pfis/ noun the 
room in the White House which is the 
personal office of the President of the 
United States (NOTE: also used to mean 
the President himself: The Oval Office 
was not pleased by the attitude of the 
Senate.) 


overall majority /,suvoro:l mə 
'dgpriti/ noun same as absolute ma- 
jority 

overdue /,auva'dju:/ adjective having 
not been paid on time o interest pay- 
ments are three weeks overdue interest 
payments which should have been made 
three weeks ago. Compare outstanding 


overreaching /,suva'ri:tf1y/ noun a 
legal principle where an interest in land 
is replaced by a direct right to money 


override /,suvo'raid/ verb 1. to be 
more important than something else o 
They believe public safety overrides indi- 
vidual preference. 2. to use official pow- 
er to change someone else’s decision o 
The appeal court overrode the decision 
of the lower court. 
COMMENT: If the President of the USA 
disapproves of a bill sent to him by 
Congress for signature, he can send it 
back with objections within ten days of 
receiving it. Then if the Congress 
votes with a two-thirds majority in both 
Houses to continue with the bill, the bill 
becomes law and the President’s veto 
is overridden. 
overrider /‘suvoraido/, overriding 
commission /,suvoraidin ko'm1f(a)n/ 
noun a special extra commission which 
is above all other commissions 


overriding interest /,suvoraidin 
'mtrast/ noun an interest which comes 


before that of another party o His wife es- 
tablished an overriding interest in the 
property against the bank’s charge on it. 
(NOTE: overriding — overrode — has 
overridden) 


overrule /,suva'ru:l/ verb 1. (of a 
higher court) to set a new precedent by 
deciding a case on a different principle 
from one laid down by a lower court o 
The Supreme Court can overrule any 
other court in the USA. 2. (in a meeting) 
not to allow something because you are 
more powerful than others o Mr Smith 
tried to object but his objection was 
overruled by the chairman. o Community 
law must overrule national constitutions 
of Member States. 


overseas Call /,auvasi:z 'kox/ noun 
a call to another country 


overt /əv'v3:t/ adjective clear and ob- 
vious 


overt act /ou'v3it ekt/ noun an act 
which is obviously aimed at committing 
a criminal offence 

overtime /'əuvətaım/ adverb o to 
work overtime to work longer hours 
than in the contract of employment 
overtime pay /'əuvətaım pel/ noun 
pay for extra time worked 


overturn /,sUva'ts:n/ verb to cancel a 
judgment on appeal 


own /9un/ verb to have or to possess o a 
wholly-owned subsidiary a subsidiary 
which belongs completely to the parent 
company o a state-owned industry an 
industry which is nationalised 


owner /'əunə/ noun somebody who 
owns something o goods sent at own- 
er’s risk situation where it is the owner 
of the goods who has to insure them 
while they are being shipped 
owner-occupier /,sunor 'pkjupato/ 
noun somebody who owns the property 
which he or she occupies 

ownership /'sunaJ1p/ noun the act of 
owning something o the ownership of 
the company has passed to the banks 
the banks have become owners of the 
company 

oyez /au'jez/ French word meaning 
‘hear!’: used at the beginning of some 
types of official proceedings 


P 


pack /pæk/ verb to fill a group such as 
a committee or a jury with members who 
are sympathetic to your views o The left- 
wing group packed the general purposes 
committee with activists. 

pact /pækt/ noun a formal agreement 
between two parties or countries o The 
countries in the region signed a non-ag- 
gression pact. o The two minority parties 
signed an electoral pact not to oppose 
each other in specific constituencies. 
pais » estoppel 

palimony /'pælıməni/ noun the mon- 
ey that a court orders a man to pay regu- 
larly to a woman with whom he has been 
living and from whom he has separated 
pan- /pen/ prefix meaning ‘covering 
all’ 

pandering /'pzndorin/ noun the 
crime of attempting to solicit customers 
for prostitutes 

panel /'pæn(ə)l/ » empanel 

Papal Nuncio /,perp(a)l 'nansiau/ 
noun an ambassador sent by the Pope to 
a country 

paper /'peipo/ noun 1. a thin material 
for writing on or for wrapping 2. an out- 
line report o The Treasurer asked his 
deputy to write a paper on new funding. 
o The planning department prepared a 
paper for the committee on the possible 
uses of the site. ) Green Paper, White 
Paper 3. o papers documents o The so- 
licitor sent me the relevant papers on the 
case. o The police have sent the papers 
on the fraud to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. o He has lost the customs 
papers. © The office is asking for the VAT 
papers. 4. o on paper as explained in 
writing, but not tested in practice o On 
paper the system is ideal, but we have to 
see it working before we will sign the 


contract. 5. documents such as bills of 
exchange or promissory notes which can 
represent money 6. o paper money, pa- 
per currency banknotes 7. a newspaper 


paper feed /'perpo fi:d/ noun a device 
which puts paper into a printer or copy- 
ing machine 

paper loss / pepo 'Ips/ noun the loss 
made when an asset has fallen in value 
but has not been sold 


paper money /,perpo 'mani/ noun 
money in notes, not coins 


paper profit /,perpo 'prvfit/ noun the 
profit made when an asset has increased 
in value but has not been sold 
paralegal /,pzra'li:g(a)l/ adjective re- 
lated to, but not part of, the law m= noun 
somebody with no legal qualifications 
who works in a lawyer’s office 


paramount /'pzromaunt/ adjective 
superior 


parasitic rights /,pzro'sitik rarts/ 
noun (in the EU) the rights of persons to 
live in a EU country if they are depend- 
ent for their means of living on persons 
who have the right to reside and to have 
employment 


pardon /'pa:d(a)n/ noun the action of 
forgiving an offence by a Parliament or 
by a monarch m verb to forgive an of- 
fence o The political prisoners were par- 
doned by the president. 
COMMENT: Not the same as ‘quashing’ 
a conviction, which means that the 
conviction has been made void; both 
‘pardoning’ and ‘quashing’ have the 
same effect. 
parens patriae /pzrenz 'petrii/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘parent 
of the nation’, referring to a king, queen 
or other head of state as the sovereign 


parent 


and guardian of children or people suf- 
fering from a legal disability 


parent /'pesront/ noun o parents fa- 
ther and mother 


parental responsibility /po 
rent(a)l r1,sppnsi'biliti/ noun a con- 
cept introduced by the Children’s Act 
1989, which encompasses all the rights, 
duties and responsibilities that by law a 
parent of a child is entitled to have. 
Former name custody (NOTE: Parental 
responsibility is automatically acquired 
by both parents if married and in cases 
of unmarried couples, given to the 
mother alone. An unmarried father is 
able to acquire parental responsibility 
by consent of the mother or by obtain- 
ing a parental responsibility order 
which is issued by a court.) 


parent company /‘peoront 
“Kamp(a)ni/ noun a company which 
owns more than half of another compa- 
ny’s shares 


parentis » in loco parentis 


pari passu /,peri 'pesu:/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘equally’ or ‘with 
no distinction between them’ o The new 
shares will rank pari passu with the ex- 
isting ones. 


parity /'‘pzriti/ noun the fact of being 
equal o the female staff want parity 
with the men they want to have the same 
rates of pay and conditions as the men o 
the pound fell to parity with the dollar 
the pound fell to a point where one 
pound equalled one dollar 

parking offence /'pa:kin 9,fens/ 
noun an offence caused when parking a 
vehicle, e.g. parking on yellow lines, or 
too near to street corners or pedestrian 
crossings 

parliament /'pa:lomont/ noun an 
elected group of representatives who 
form the legislative body which votes the 
laws of a country. In the UK, it is formed 
of the House of Commons and House of 
Lords. 


parliamentary /,pa:lo'ment(a)ri/ ad- 
jective referring to parliament 

parliamentary agent 
/,pa:loment(a)ri 'erd3(ə)nt/ noun a 
person, usually a solicitor or barrister, 


who advises private individuals who 
wish to promote a Bill in Parliament 
Parliamentary | Commissioner 
/,pa:lo,ment(a)ri ko'mif(a)no/, Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for Adminis- 
tration /,pa:loment(a)ri ko,m1f(a)no 
for odmini'strerf(9)n/ noun the official 
who investigates complaints by the pub- 
lic against government departments. 
Also called Ombudsman 


parliamentary counsel 
/,pa:rloment(a)ri 'kaunsal/ noun a so- 
licitor who is responsible for drafting 
Bills going before Parliament 
Parliamentary privilege 
/,pa:rloment(a)ri 'privil1d3/ noun the 
right of a Member of Parliament or 
Member of the House of Lords to speak 
freely to the House without possibility of 
being sued for slander 

parol /poa'raul/ adjective done by 
speaking 

parol agreement /pə'rəul ə 
,grizmont/ noun a simple contract, in- 
formal or oral contract 


parole /pa'raul/ noun 1. allowing a 
prisoner to leave prison for a short time, 
on condition that he or she behaves well 
o He was given a week’s parole to visit 
his mother in hospital. 2. permission for 
a prisoner who has behaved well to be re- 
leased from prison early on condition 
that he continues to behave well o After 
six month’s good conduct in prison she is 
eligible for parole. o He was let out on 
parole and immediately burgled a house. 
= verb to allow a prisoner to leave prison 
before the end of their sentence on con- 
dition that he or she behaves well o Zf 
you’re lucky you will be paroled before 
Christmas. 

parole board /pa'raul bo:d/ noun a 
group of people who advise the Home 
Secretary if a prisoner should be released 
on parole before the end of his or her sen- 
tence 

parolee /ps'rauli:/ noun US a prisoner 
who is let out on parole 

parol evidence /pə'rəul ,evidons/ 
noun evidence given orally 

part /pa:t/ noun 1. a piece or section o 
Part of the shipment was damaged. o 
Part of the staff is on overtime. o Part of 


partly-paid up shares 


the expenses will be refunded. 2. one of 
the sections of an Act, Bill, or other offi- 
cial document (below) 3. =o in part not 
completely o to contribute in part to the 
costs o to pay the costs in part 


Part 20 claim /,pa:t 'twenti ,klerm/ 
noun any claim other than a claim filed 
by a claimant against a defendant in the 
particulars of claim 
COMMENT: Part 20 claims include 
counterclaims by a defendant against 
a claimant, or against other persons 
who are not parties to the case, or a 
claim by another person against any 
other person. These claims are dealt 
with under Part 20 of the new Civil Pro- 
cedure Rules, hence the name. 
Part 36 offer, Part 36 payment noun 
an offer or payment made by a defendant 
(the offeror) to a claimant (the offeree) to 
settle all or part of a claim after proceed- 
ings have started (these offers or pay- 
ments do not apply to small claims) 
parte » ex parte, inter partes, audi al- 
teram partem 
partial /‘pa:f(0)l/ adjective 1. not com- 
plete o he was awarded partial com- 
pensation for the damage to his house 
he was compensated for part of the dam- 
age 2. showing unfair support for one 
person or group compared with others o 
The defendant complained that the judge 
was partial. 
partial defence /,pa:f(9)l di'fens/ 
noun a defence such as self-defence 
which is not enough to acquit the defend- 
ant, but which can reduce their charge to 
a lesser one 
partial intestacy /,pa:f(o)l ın 
'testasi/ noun a situation where a person 
dies leaving a will which does not cover 
all his or her estate 
partial loss /'pa:f(9)I los/ noun a sit- 
uation where only part of the insured 
property has been damaged or lost 
particular /po'tikjulo/ plural noun 
particulars 1. detailed information 
about something or someone o sheet 
which gives particulars of the items for 
sale o the inspector asked for particulars 
of the missing car a to give full particu- 
lars of something to list all the known 
details about something o request for 
further and better particulars pleading 
served by one party on another in civil 


proceedings, asking for information 
about the other party’s claim or defence 
2. a statement of the facts of a case, made 
by a party in civil proceedings or a Coun- 
ty Court pleading, setting out the claim- 
ant’s claim 

particular average /po,tikjulo 
'æv(ə)rıd3/ noun a situation where part 
of a shipment is lost or damaged and the 
insurance costs are borne by the owner of 
the lost goods and not shared among all 
the owners of the shipment 


particular lien /po,tikjulo ‘liron/ 
noun the right of a person to keep pos- 
session of another person’s property un- 
til debts relating to that property have 
been paid 


particulars /po'tikjulez/ plural noun 
details, especially a statement of the facts 
of a case made by a party in civil pro- 
ceedings or a County Court pleading set- 
ting out the claimant’s claim o Sheet 
which gives particulars of the items for 
sale. o The inspector asked for particu- 
lars of the missing car. 


particulars of claim /po,tikjuloz ov 
‘klerm/ noun a document containing de- 
tails of a claimant’s case and the relief 
sought against the defendant (NOTE: 
Since the introduction of the new Civil 
Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has replaced statement of 
claim.) 
COMMENT: Particulars of claim are 
usually included in the claim form filed 
by the claimant. They should give a 
statement of the facts of the claim, to- 
gether with details of interest or dam- 
ages claimed. They must include the 
following if they are to form part of the 
claim to be pleaded: details of fraud, il- 
legality, breach of trust, default, or un- 
soundness of mind on the part of the 
defendant. 


partition /pa:'trf(a)n/ noun the divi- 
sion of land which is held by joint tenants 
or tenants in common 

partly-paid capital /,pa:t(a)li perd 
'kæpıt(ə)l/ noun capital which repre- 
sents partly-paid shares 

partly-paid up shares /,pa:t(o)li 
perd ap 'feaz/ plural noun shares where 
the shareholders have not paid the full 
face value 
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partly-secured creditors /,pa:tli s1 
ikjuad 'kreditas/ plural noun creditors 
whose debts are not fully covered by the 
value of the security 

partnership at will /,pa:tnofip ot 
'‘wil/ noun a partnership with no fixed 
time limit stated 


part-owner /,pa:t 'aunə/ noun some- 
body who owns something jointly with 
one or more other persons 
part-ownership /,pa:t  ‘sunofip/ 
noun a situation where two or more per- 
sons own the same property 

part payment /,pa:t 'permont/ noun 
the payment of part of an amount which 
is owed 


part performance /,pa:t pə 
'formons/ noun a situation where a party 
has carried out part of a contract, but not 
complied with all the terms of it 


party /‘pa:ti/ noun 1. a person or group 
of people involved in a legal dispute, le- 
gal agreement or crime o One of the par- 
ties to the suit has died. o The company 
is not a party to the agreement. o to be 
party to something to be involved in a 
legal action o How important is this case 
to those persons who are not party to it? 
2. o a third party candidate candidate 
for one of the smaller parties 

party and party costs /,pa:ti on 
parti 'kpsts/ plural noun normal basis 
for assessment of costs which includes 
all costs incurred in the party’s case 


party wall /,pa:ti 'wo:l/ noun a wall 
which separates two adjoining properties 
such as houses or land and belongs to 
both owners equally 


pass /pa:s/ noun a permit allowing 
someone to go into a building o You need 
a pass to enter the ministry offices. o All 
members of staff must show their passes. 
m verb 1. to vote to approve o The fi- 
nance director has to pass an invoice be- 
fore it is paid. o The loan has been 
passed by the board. o to pass a resolu- 
tion to vote to agree to a resolution 2. to 
vote to make a law o Parliament passed 
the Bill which has now become law. 3. o 
to pass sentence on someone to give a 
convicted person the official legal pun- 
ishment o The jury returned a verdict of 
guilty, and the judge will pass sentence 


next week. 4. n to pass a dividend to pay 
no dividend in a specific year 
passenger manifest /,pzsmndzo 
‘meenifest/ noun a list of passengers on 
a ship or plane 

passing off /,pa:sty 'of/ noun the ac- 
tion of trying to sell goods by giving the 
impression that they have been made by 
someone else, using that other person’s 
reputation to make a sale 


pass off /,pa:s 'pf/ verb n to pass 
something off as something else to pre- 
tend that it is another thing in order to 
cheat a customer 
pass over /,pais 'auvə/ verb to avoid 
using someone who has been appointed, 
and use someone else instead 
COMMENT: An executor can be passed 
over in favour of someone else is if he 
has disappeared, is serving a life sen- 
tence in prison, etc. 
passport /'pa:spo:t/ noun an official 
document proving that someone is a citi- 
zen of a country, which has to be shown 
when travelling from one country to an- 
other o We had to show our passports at 
the customs post. o His passport is out of 
date. o The passport officer stamped my 
passport. 
passport holder /,pa:spo:t 'həuldə/ 
noun somebody who holds a passport o 
She is a British passport holder. 
passport section /,pa:spo:t 
'sekfan/ noun a part of an embassy 
which deals with passport inquiries 
patent /'peitont, 'pzetont/ noun an of- 
ficial document showing that a person 
has the exclusive right to make and sell 
an invention o to take out a patent for a 
new type of light bulb o to apply for a 
patent for a new invention o He has re- 
ceived a grant of patent for his invention. 
o patent applied for, patent pending 
words on a product showing that the in- 
ventor has applied for a patent for it o to 
forfeit a patent to lose a patent because 
payments have not been made o to in- 
fringe a patent to make a product which 
works in the same way as a patented 
product and not pay a royalty to the pat- 
ent holder o to file a patent application 
to apply for a patent m verb o to patent 
an invention to register an invention 
with the patent office to prevent other 
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patrolman 


people from copying it m adjective very 
obvious o The prisoner’s statement is a 
patent lie. 
COMMENT: To qualify for a patent an 
invention must be new and not previ- 
ously disclosed, it must be an advance 
on previous inventions, it must be able 
to be manufactured and it must not in- 
volve anything excluded from patent 
cover. Things excluded from patent 
cover include scientific theories (be- 
cause they are confidential informa- 
tion), games and computer programs 
(which are covered by copyrights), 
medical treatments, some newly de- 
veloped plants, animals and other bio- 
logical processes. When a patent is 
granted, it gives the patentee a mo- 
nopoly in his invention for 20 years. 
patentability /patonta'biliti/ noun 
the ability to be the subject of a patent 
patentable /'peitantab(a)l/ adjective 
able to be the subject of a patent o Com- 
puter programs are not patentable be- 
cause they are covered by copyright. 
patent agent /'peitont ,erdzont/ 
noun somebody who advises on patents 
and applies for patents on behalf of cli- 
ents 
patent defect /,peitont di'fekt/ noun 
an obvious defect 
patented /'pertantid, 'pætəntıd/ ad- 
jective being protected by a patent 
patentee /, peitan'ti:/ noun somebody 
who has been granted a patent 
patent examiner /,peitont 1g 
'zeemino/ noun an official who checks 
patent applications to see if the inven- 
tions are really new 
patent holder /,pertont ‘hauldo/ 
noun somebody who has been granted a 
patent 
patent number /,peitont 'nambo/ 
noun a reference number given to a pat- 
ented invention 
patent office /'pertənt ,pfis/ noun a 
government office which grants patents 
and supervises them 
patent pending /,peitont 'pendin/ 
noun a phrase printed on a product to 
show that its inventor has applied for a 
grant of patent but has not yet received it 
patent proprietor /,peitont pro 
'prarətə/ noun a person who holds a pat- 
ent 


patent rights /'pertənt rarts/ plural 
noun rights which an inventor holds un- 
der a patent 

patent specification /,peitont 
spesifi'ke1f(a)n/ noun the full details 
of an invention which is the subject of a 
patent application 

paternity /pa'tsa:niti/ noun 1. the ac- 
tion of being a father 2. the moral right of 
a copyright holder to be identified as the 
creator of the work 

paternity action /po,ts:niti 'ækfən/, 
suit /su:t/ noun a lawsuit brought by the 
mother of an illegitimate child to force 
the putative father to maintain the child 
paternity leave /mo'ts:niti li:v/ 
noun a period when a man is away from 
work because his partner is about to 
have, or has had a baby 

pathologist /po'Oplodzist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in pathology, es- 
pecially a doctor who examines corpses 
to find out the cause of death 

patrial /'pertrial/ noun a person who 
has the right to live in the UK because 
they has close family ties with the coun- 
try such a grandparent being British 
patricide /'pætrısard/ noun the mur- 
der of your own father 

Patriot Act /'pztriot ,ekt/ noun in 
the USA, a set of federal anti-terrorism 
measures that allows lower standards of 
probable cause to be accepted for obtain- 
ing intelligence warrants against sus- 
pected spies and terrorists 

patrol /pa'traul/ noun a group of peo- 
ple who walk through an area to see what 
is happening o a police patrol group of 
policemen who are patrolling an area o 
on patrol walking through an area to see 
what is happening o We have six squad 
cars on patrol in the centre of the town. o 
on foot patrol patrolling an area on foot, 
not in a car m verb to walk regularly 
through an area to see what is happening 
o Groups of riot police were patrolling 
the centre of the town. 

patrol car /po'troul ka:/ noun a car 
used by police on patrol 

patrolman /pə'trəulmən/ noun US 
the lowest rank of policeman o Patrol- 
man Jones was at the scene of the acci- 
dent. 


patronage secretary 


patronage secretary /,pztronid3 
'sekrat(a)ri/ noun an official of the 
Prime Minister’s staff who deals with ap- 
pointments to posts 


pauperis » in forma pauperis 

pawn /po:n/ verb o to pawn a watch to 
leave a watch with a pawnbroker who 
gives a loan against it 

pawnshop /'po:nfop/ noun a pawn- 
broker’s shop 


pawn ticket /'po:n ,trkit/ noun a re- 
ceipt given by the pawnbroker for the ob- 
ject left in pawn 


Pay /pe1/ noun a salary, wage, or money 
given to someone for work done m verb 
1. to give money to buy an item or a serv- 
ice o to pay in advance to give money 
before you receive the item bought or be- 
fore the service has been completed o to 
pay in instalments to give money for an 
item by giving small amounts regularly o 
to pay cash to pay the complete sum in 
cash o to pay costs to pay the costs of a 
court case o to pay on demand to pay 
money when it is asked for, not after a 
period of credit o to pay a dividend to 
give shareholders a part of the profits of 
a company o to pay interest to give 
money as interest on money borrowed or 
invested 2. to give an employee money 
for work done o The employees have not 
been paid for three weeks. o We pay good 
wages for skilled employees. o How 
much do they pay you per hour? a to be 
paid by the hour to get money for each 
hour worked o to be paid at piece-work 
rates to get money calculated on the 
number of pieces of work finished 

payable /'petab(a)l/ adjective being 
due to be paid o payable in advance be- 
ing payable before the goods are deliv- 
ered o payable on delivery being paya- 
ble when the goods are delivered o pay- 
able on demand being payable when 
payment is asked for o payable at sixty 
days being payable by sixty days after 
the date of invoice o cheque made pay- 
able to bearer cheque which will be 
paid to the person who has it, not to any 
particular name written on it o shares 
payable on application shares which 
must be paid for when you apply to buy 
them o electricity charges are payable 


by the tenant the tenant (and not the 
landlord) must pay for the electricity 
pay as you earn /,per əz ju ‘3:n/ 
noun a tax system by which income tax 
is deducted from the salary before it is 
paid to the worker. Abbreviation PAYE 
(NOTE: The US term is pay-as-you-go.) 
pay-as-you-go /,per əz ju: 'gau/ 
noun 1. US same as pay as you earn 2. 
a system of summarily assessing costs in 
a trial 

pay back /,per 'bek/ verb to give 
money back to someone o J lent her £50 
and she promised to pay me back in a 
month. o He has never paid me back the 
money he borrowed. 


payback /'petbek/ noun the repay- 
ment of money which has been borrowed 


payback clause /'petbek klo:z/ 
noun a clause in a contract which states 
the terms for repaying a loan 


payback period /'peribæk ptoriod/ 
noun the period of time over which a 
loan is to be repaid or an investment is to 
pay for itself 

pay cheque /'per tfek/ noun a salary 
cheque given to an employee (NOTE: The 
US term is paycheck.) 


pay down /,per 'daun/ verb o to pay 
money down to make a deposit o He 
paid £50 down and the rest in monthly 
instalments. 


PAYE abbreviation pay as you earn 


payee /per'i:/ noun somebody who re- 
ceives money from someone, the person 
whose name is on a cheque or bill of ex- 
change 
pay in /,per 'm/, into /‘mto, 'intu, 
'intu:/ verb no to pay in, to pay money 
into court (of a defendant) to deposit 
money with the court at the beginning of 
a case, to try to satisfy the claimant’s 
claim 
COMMENT: If at trial the claimant fails 
to recover more than the amount the 
defendant has paid in, he will have to 
pay the defendant’s costs from the 
date of the payment in. 
paying party /,pertn 'pa:ti/ noun the 
party in a case who is liable to pay costs 
(NOTE: The other party is the receiving 
party.) 


pendens 


payment /'permont/ noun 1. the trans- 
fer of money from one person to another 
to satisfy a debt or obligation o payment 
in cash or cash payment o payment by 
cheque n payment on account paying 
part of the money owed before a bill is 
delivered o The solicitor asked for a pay- 
ment of £100 on account. o payment on 
invoice paying money as soon as an in- 
voice is received 2. money paid 
payment into court /,permont ‘Into 
koxt/ noun the depositing of money by 
the defendant into the court before the 
case starts, to try to satisfy the claimant’s 
claim 

pay negotiations /'per nigaufi 
,e1f(a)nz/ plural noun discussions be- 
tween employers and employees about 
pay increases 

pay off /,per 'vf/ verb 1. to finish pay- 
ing money which is owed o to pay off a 
mortgage o to pay off a loan 2. to pay all 
the money owed to someone and termi- 
nate his or her employment o When the 
company was taken over the factory was 
closed and all the employees were paid 
off. 

payoff /'perof/ noun money paid to fin- 
ish paying something which is owed 
pay restraint /'per ri,stremt/ noun 
the activity of keeping increases in wag- 
es under control 

pay up /,pei 'ap/ verb to give money 
which is owed o The company paid up 
only when we sent them a letter from our 
solicitor. o He finally paid up six months 
late. 

PC abbreviation police constable or 
Privy Council or Privy Councillor 
(NOTE: The plural is PCs.) 

PDs abbreviation practice directions 
pecuniary /pi'kju:niori/ adjective re- 
ferring to money o obtaining a pecuni- 
ary advantage by deception crime of 
tricking someone into handing over 
money o he gained no pecuniary ad- 
vantage he made no financial gain 
pecuniary default judgment /pı 
ikjurniari di,forlt 'dzad3mənt/ noun a 
judgment without trial against a defend- 
ant who fails to respond to a claim, 
which gives the claimant the money 
claimed including interest 


pecuniary legacy /pı, kju:niəri 
'legəsi/ noun a legacy in the form of 
money 

pedestrian precinct /po,destrion 
'pri:sıņkt/ noun part of a town which is 
closed to traffic so that people can walk 
about and shop 

peer group /'pia ,grurp/ noun a group 
of persons of the same level or rank o 
The Magna Carta gave every person the 
right to be tried by his or her peers. o 
Children try to behave like other mem- 
bers of their peer group. 

penal /'pi:n(o)l/ adjective referring to 
punishment 

penal code /'pi:n(a)l kaud/ noun a set 
of laws governing crime and its punish- 
ment 


penal colony /,pi:n(o)l 'kvlani/ noun 
a prison camp in a distant place, where 
prisoners are sent for long periods 
penal institution /‘pi:n(a)l 
Anstitju:f(a)n/ noun a place such as a 
prison where convicted criminals are 
kept 

penalise /'pi:nolaiz/, penalize verb 
to punish someone for doing something 
wrong, especially by fining them o to pe- 
nalise a supplier for late deliveries o 
They were penalised for bad service. 


penal laws /'pi:n(a)l lo:s/ plural noun 
system of punishments relating to differ- 
ent crimes 
penal servitude /,pizn(a)l 
'ssivitjurd/ noun a former punishment 
by imprisonment with hard labour 
penal system /,pi:n(o)l 
noun same as penal laws 
penalty /'pen(o)lti/ noun a punishment 
such as a fine which is imposed if some- 
thing is not done or if a law is not obeyed 
o The penalty for carrying an offensive 
weapon is a fine of £2,000 and three 
months in prison. 

COMMENT: Penalty clauses in a con- 

tract are sometimes unenforceable. 
penalty clause /'pen(ə)lti klo:z/ 
noun a clause which lists the penalties 
which will be imposed if the terms of the 
contract are not fulfilled 


pendens » lis pendens 


‘sistom/ 


pendente lite 


pendente lite /pen, denter 'larte1/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘during 
the lawsuit.’ ù alimony 


pending /'pendin/ adjective waiting 
pending action /,pendin 'ækfən/ 
noun an action concerned with land 
which has not been heard 


pending suit /‘pendin su:t/ noun 
while a lawsuit is being heard 
penitentiary /,peni'tenJori/ noun US 
a large prison o the Pennsylvania State 
Penitentiary 


penology /pi:'nvlod3i/ noun the study 
of sentences in relation to crimes 
pensionable age /,penfonob(a)l 
‘e1d3/ noun the age after which someone 
can take a pension 

pension contributions /'penfon 
kontri,bju:f(@)nz/ plural noun money 
paid by a company or employee into a 
pension fund 

pension entitlement /‘penfon m 
,tart(a)lmont/ noun the amount of pen- 
sion which someone has the right to re- 
ceive when he or she retires 


pension fund /'penfan fand/ noun 
money which provides pensions for re- 
tired members of staff 


pension plan /'penfon plæn/ noun a 
plan worked out by an insurance compa- 
ny which arranges for an employee to 
pay part of his or her salary over many 
years and receive a regular payment on 
retirement 


peppercorn rent /,pepoko:n 'rent/ 
noun a very small or nominal rent o to 
pay a peppercorn rent o to lease a prop- 
erty for or at a peppercorn rent 

per annum /por 'ænəm/ adverb in 
each year o The rent is £2,500 per an- 
num. o What is their turnover per an- 
num? 

per autre vie /,psir ,outro ‘vi:/ 
phrase a French phrase meaning ‘for the 
lifetime of another person’ 

per capita /pə 'kepito/ adjective, ad- 
verb 1. divided among beneficiaries in- 
dividually. Compare per stirpes 2. for 
each person o per capita expenditure 
total money spent divided by the number 
of people involved 


percentage increase /po,sentid3 
'ınkri:s/ noun an increase in costs above 
base costs, which is negotiated as part of 
a conditional fee agreement 


per contra /,ps: 'kontra/ noun a 
phrase that shows that a contra entry has 
been made 


per curiam /ps: 'kju:riom/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘by a court’: a de- 
cision correctly made by a court, which 
can be used as a precedent 


per diem /,ps: 'di:em/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘for each day’ 


peremptory challenge pa 
rempt(9)ri 't fælındz3/ noun an objec- 
tion made about a juror without stating 
any reason 


perfect right /,ps:frkt 'rart/ noun a 
correct and legally acceptable right 


perform /pa'fo:m/ verb to carry out a 
task or duty, or something which is re- 
quired in a contract 


performance /ps'fo:mons/ noun 1. 
the way in which someone or something 
acts o the poor performance of the 
shares on the stock market the fall in 
the share price on the stock market o as a 
measure of the company’s perform- 
ance as a way of judging if the compa- 
ny’s results are good or bad o perform- 
ance of personnel against objectives 
how personnel have worked, measured 
against the objectives set 2. the activity 
of carrying out of something, such as a 
duty or the terms of a contract o they 
were asked to put up a £1m perform- 
ance bond they were asked to deposit 
£1m as a guarantee that they would carry 
out the terms of the contract 


performance review /ps'fo:mons rı 
,vju:/ noun a yearly interview between 
an employer and each employee to dis- 
cuss how the employee has worked dur- 
ing the year 

performing right /po'fo:miy rart/ 
noun the right to allow the playing of a 
copyright piece of music 


peril /‘pertl/ noun danger, especially a 
possible accident covered by an insur- 
ance policy o perils of the sea, mari- 
time perils accidents which can happen 
at sea 


personal action 


per incuriam /,p3: in'kju:riom/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘because 
of lack of care’: a decision wrongly made 
by a court which does not therefore set a 
precedent 

periodic /,prori'pdik/, periodical 
/ piori'pdik(a)l/_ adjective happening 
regularly from time to time 

periodical payments 
/,ptorindik(9)l 'permonts/ plural noun 
regular payments, e.g. maintenance paid 
to a divorced spouse 

periodic tenancy = /,piorindik 
'tenonsi/ noun a tenancy where the ten- 
ant rents for several short periods but not 
for a fixed length of time 

period of notice /,prorisd ov 
'nəutıs/ noun the time stated in the con- 
tract of employment which the employee 
or company has to allow between resign- 
ing or being fired and the employee actu- 
ally leaving his or her job 

period of qualification /,proriod ov 
kwolifi'ke1f(a)n/ noun the time which 
has to pass before something qualifies 
for something 

period of validity /proriod əv və 
'lıdıti/ noun the length of time for which 
a document is valid 

perjure /'ps:d30/ verb o to perjure 
yourself to tell lies when you have made 
an oath to say what is true 

perjury /'ps:d3əri/ noun the notifiable 
offence of telling lies when you have 
made an oath to say what is true in court 
o He was sent to prison for perjury. o She 
appeared in court on a charge of perjury 
or on a perjury charge. 

permissive waste /pə,mısıv 'werst/ 
noun damage to a property which is 
caused by a tenant not carrying out re- 
pairs 

permit noun /'ps:mıt/ an official docu- 
ment which allows someone to do some- 
thing m= verb /pə'mıt/ to allow someone 
to do something o This document permits 
the export of twenty-five computer sys- 
tems. o The ticket permits three people to 
go into the exhibition. 

per my et per tout /ps: mai i: 'ti: 
taut/ phrase a French phrase meaning 
‘by half and by all’: used to indicate the 
relationship between joint tenants 


perpetrate /'ps:pitreit/ verb to com- 
mit a crime 


perpetrator /'ps:pitreita/ noun a per- 
son who does something harmful or dis- 
honest, especially a person who commits 
a crime 

perpetuity /,ps:pit'jurtti/ noun n in 
perpetuity for ever 

per pro /po 'prau/ abbreviation per 
procurationem o the secretary signed 
per pro the manager the secretary 
signed on behalf of, and with the author- 
ity of, the manager 

per procurationem /pə prokjuresi 
'gunom/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘with the authority of’ 


per quod /ps: 'kwod/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘by which’ or ‘whereby’ 
per se /,\p3: 'se1/ phrase a Latin phrase 
meaning ‘on its own’ or ‘alone’ 
persistent offender /po,sistont ə 
'fendə/ noun a person who has been 
convicted of a crime at least three times 
before and is likely to commit the crime 
again 

person /'psis(9)n/ noun a man or 
woman o insurance policy which covers 
a named person o the persons named in 
the contract people whose names are 
given in the contract o the document 
should be witnessed by a third person 
someone who is not named in the docu- 
ment should witness it o in person 
someone himself or herself o this im- 
portant package is to be delivered to 
the chairman in person the package has 
to be given to the chairman himself (and 
not to his secretary, assistant, etc.) o he 
came to see me in person he himself 
came to see me 

persona /pə'səunə/ noun something 
such as a company which has property 
personal /'ps:s(a)n(a)l/ adjective 1. 
referring to one person o personal serv- 
ice the act of giving legal documents to 
someone as part of a legal action, e.g. 
serving someone with a writ 2. private o 
I want to see the director on a personal 
matter. 

personal action = /,p3:s(a)n(a)l 
'ækfən/ noun 1. a legal action brought 
by a person himself or herself 2. com- 


personal allowances 


mon law term for an action against a per- 
son arising out of a contract or tort 
personal allowances /,p3:s(a)n(9)! 
a'lavensiz/ plural noun part of a per- 
son’s income which is not taxed 0 allow- 
ances against tax or tax allowances 
personal assets = /,p3:s(a)n(a)l 
'æsets/ plural noun moveable assets 
which belong to a person 
personal assistant /,p3:s(9)n(9)l ə 
'sistont/ noun a secretary who can take 
on responsibility in various ways when 
the boss is not there 
personal chattels /,p3:s(a)n(o)! 
'tfæt(ə)lz/ noun household things such 
furniture, clothes, or cars which belong 
to a person and which are not land 
personal conduct /,p3:s(a)n(a)l 
kon'dakt/ noun (in the EU) the way in 
which a person acts in society 
COMMENT: Personal conduct can be 
used as a reason for excluding a na- 
tional of another EU state from enter- 
ing a country and taking up work. 
personal effects /,ps:s(a)n(o)l 1 
'fekts/ plural noun personal belongings 
personal estate /,ps3:s(a)n(a)l 1 
'stert/ noun the set of things, excluding 
land, which belong to someone and can 
be inherited by their heirs 
personal income _ /,ps:s(o)n(a)l 
‘inkam/ noun income received by an in- 
dividual person before tax is paid 
personal injury = /,p3:s(a)n(a)l 
‘ind3ori/ noun injury to the body suf- 
fered by the victim of an accident 
personality /,ps:so'nzliti/ noun the 
qualities of mind and spirit which make 
one person different from another 
personal property /,p3:s(a)n(a)l 
‘prppoti/ noun property which belongs 
to one person, excluding land and build- 
ings, but including money, goods, securi- 
ties, etc. 


personal representative 
/,p3is(e)n(a)l ,repri'zentativ/ noun 1. 
a person who is the executor of a will or 
the administrator of the estate of a de- 
ceased person. Abbreviation pr 2. a per- 
son appointed to deal with the estate of a 
person who dies intestate 

COMMENT: A personal representative 

can be the executor of the estate, usu- 


ally appointed by the deceased person 
in the will, or an administrator who is 
appointed to deal with the estate of a 
deceased person who died intestate, 
or who did not appoint an executor in 
the will. The personal representative 
holds the property on trust, pays any li- 
abilities and expenses, and invests 
money until such time as the estate is 
distributed. 

personalty /'ps:s(a)n(9)Iti/ noun per- 

sonal property or chattels as opposed to 

land 


personam » action 


persona non grata /po,souns non 
'gra:to/ noun a foreign person who is 
not acceptable to a government (used 
especially of diplomats) 


personation /,ps:sa'nerf(9)n/ noun 
the crime of fraudulently pretending to 
be someone else 

person injuries /‘ps:s(o)n ,ind3oriz/ 
noun injuries to a person caused by dis- 
ease which impair that person’s mental 
or physical condition 
person-to-person call /,p3:s(a)n ta 
"psrs(a)n ko:l/ noun a call where you 
ask the operator to connect you with a 
named person 

per stirpes /ps: 'sts:pi:z/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘by branches’: 
phrase used in wills where the entitle- 
ment is divided among branches of a 
family rather than among individuals 
(which is ‘per capita’) 

persuasive precedent /po,sweisiv 
‘presid(a)nt/, persuasive authority 
/po,sweisiv 9:'Oprati/ noun precedent 
which a judge is not obliged to follow but 
is of importance in reaching a judgment, 
as opposed to a binding precedent 
pertain /po'tem/ verb n to pertain to 
to refer to or to relate to o the law per- 
taining to public order 


perverse verdict /po,v3:s 'vs:dikt/ 
noun a verdict by a jury which goes 
against what anyone would usually feel 
to be the right decision, or which goes 
against the direction of the judge 


pervert /po'vs:t/ verb to change or to 
interfere o to attempt to pervert the 
course of justice to try to influence the 
outcome of a trial by tampering with the 
evidence, bribing the jurors, etc. 


placement 


COMMENT: Perverting the course of 
justice is a notifiable offence. 
petition /po'tif(a)n/ noun 1. a written 
application to a court o to file a petition 
in bankruptcy to ask officially to be 
made bankrupt, to ask officially for 
someone else to be made bankrupt 2. a 
written request accompanied by a list of 
signatures of people supporting it o They 
presented a petition with a million signa- 
tures to Parliament, asking for the law to 
be repealed. m verb to make an official 
request o He petitioned the government 
for a special pension. o The marriage 
had broken down and the wife petitioned 
for divorce. 
COMMENT: Petitions to the House of 
Commons are written by hand, and 
have a set form of words. After a peti- 
tion is presented in the House of Com- 
mons at the beginning of the day’s 
business, it is said to ‘lie upon the ta- 
ble’ and is placed in a bag behind the 
Speaker's Chair. 
petitioner /pə'tıf(ə)nə/ noun some- 
body who puts forward a petition 
petty /'peti/ adjective not important 
petty cash / peti 'kæf/ noun a small 
amount of money kept in an office to 
make small purchases 
petty crime /,peti 'krarm/ noun small 
crimes which are not very serious 
petty jury /,peti 'd3uari/ noun mainly 
US an ordinary jury of twelve jurors 
petty larceny /,peti '‘la:s(a)ni/ noun 
minor thefts 
petty-sessional division / peti 
sef(a)n(a@) di'viz(9)n/, petty ses- 
sions area /,peti ,sef(a)nz 'eəriə/ 
noun an area of the country covered by a 
magistrates’ courts committee for ad- 
ministration purposes 
COMMENT: England and Wales are di- 
vided into 45 petty sessions areas. 
petty sessions /,peti 'sef(o)nz/ plu- 
ral noun magistrates’ court 
petty theft / peti 'Oeft/ noun the theft 
of small items or small amounts of mon- 
ey 
petty thief /,peti 'Oi:f/ noun some- 
body who steals small items or small 
amounts of money (NOTE: The plural is 
thieves.) 


Photofit /‘fautovfit/ a trademark for a 
method of making a picture of a criminal 
from descriptions given by witnesses, us- 
ing pieces of photographs of different 
types of faces o The police issued an 
Photofit picture of the mugger. 


picker /'ptko/ noun a person in a team 
of pickpockets who performs the act of 
picking the victim’s pocket while the 
others cause distractions (slang) Com- 
pare runner 


picket line /‘prkit larn/ noun a line of 
pickets at the gate of a factory 


pickpocket /'pikppkit/ noun some- 
body who steals things from people’s 
pockets 

pilfer /'pilfa/ verb to steal small objects 
or small amounts of money 

pilferage /‘pilforid3, 'pılfərıy/, pil- 
fering /'pılfərıy/ noun the offence of 
stealing small amounts of money or 
small items 


pilferer /'‘pilfara/ noun somebody who 
steals small objects or small amounts of 
money 


pimp /pımp/ noun a man who organises 
prostitutes and lives off their earnings 


pinch /pınt f/ verb (informal) 1. to steal 
2. to arrest 


piracy /'patrasi/ noun 1. a robbery at 
sea, by attacking ships 2. the activity of 
copying patented inventions or copyright 
works o laws to ban book piracy 


pirate /'patrat/ noun 1. somebody who 
attacks a ship at sea to steal cargo 2. 
somebody who copies a patented inven- 
tion or a copyright work and sells it o a 
pirate copy of a book o pirate radio sta- 
tion a radio station which broadcasts 
without a licence from outside a coun- 
try’s territorial waters m verb to copy a 
copyright work o a pirated book or a pi- 
rated design o The drawings for the new 
dress collection were pirated in the Far 
East. 

pith and marrow /,p10 on 'mzrau/ 
noun the doctrine that a patent can be ap- 
plied to separate parts of an invention or 
process as well as to a single invention it- 
self 

placement /'pletsmant/ noun the ac- 
tivity of finding work for someone 
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place of performance /,plers ov pa 
'formons/ noun a place where a contract 
is to be performed 

place of work /,plets av 'wa:k/ noun 
an office, factory or other premises 
where people work 

placing /'plets/ noun o the placing 
of a line of shares finding a buyer for a 
large number of shares in a new company 
or a company which is going public 
plagiarise /'pletdzoraiz/, plagiarize 
verb to copy the text of a work created by 
someone else and pass it off as your own 
plagiarism /'pletd3ar1z(9)m/ noun 
the activity of copying the text of a work 
created by someone else and passing it 
off as your own 

plainclothes /'pletnklaudz/ adjective 
(of a police officer) working in ordinary 
clothes, not in uniform o A group of 
plainclothes police went into the house. 
o A plainclothes detective travelled on 
the train. 

plaint /'plemnt/ noun a claim brought 
by one party (the claimant) against an- 
other party (the defendant) 

plaintiff /‘plemntrf/ noun somebody 
who starts an action against someone in 
the civil courts. Compare defendant 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has been replaced by claimant.) 
plaint note /‘plemt nəvt/ noun a note 
issued by a County Court at the begin- 
ning of a County Court action 

planned economy /,plend 1 
'kpnomi/ noun a system where the gov- 
ernment plans all business activity 
planning authority /'plenin >: 
\Oprati/ noun a local body which gives 
permission for changes to be made to ex- 
isting buildings or for new use of land 
planning department /‘pleni di 
,pa:tment/ noun a section of a local 
government office which deals with re- 
quests for planning permission 
planning inquiry /‘pleniy ın 
,kwaıri/ noun a hearing before a govern- 
ment inspector relating to the decision of 
a local authority in planning matters 
planning permission /'plænıy pə 
ımıf(o)n/ noun an official document al- 
lowing a person or company to plan new 


buildings on empty land or to alter exist- 
ing buildings o outline planning per- 
mission general permission to build a 
property on a piece of land, but not the fi- 
nal approval because there are no details 
given o he was refused planning permis- 
sion o we are waiting for planning per- 
mission before we can start building o 
the land is to be sold with outline plan- 
ning permission for four houses 

plant /pla:nt/ verb o to plant evidence 
to put items at the scene of a crime after 
the crime has taken place, so that a per- 
son is incriminated and can be arrested 
plastic bullet /,plestrk 'bulit/ noun a 
thick bullet made of plastic fired from a 
special gun, used by the police only in 
self-defence. Also called baton round 
plea /pli:/ noun 1. in civil law, an an- 
swer made by a defendant to the case 
presented by the claimant 2. in criminal 
law, a statement made by a person ac- 
cused in court in answer to the charge o 
to enter a plea of not guilty to answer 
the charge by stating that you are not 
guilty 

plea bargaining /'pli: ,ba:ginty/ 
noun an arrangement where the accused 
pleads guilty to some charges and the 
prosecution drops other charges. ù dila- 
tory 

plead /pli:d/ verb 1. to make an allega- 
tion in legal proceedings o If fraud is to 
be pleaded as part of a claim, details of 
it must be given in the particulars of 
claim. 2. to answer a charge in a criminal 
court o fit to plead mentally capable of 
being tried o to plead guilty to say at the 
beginning of a trial that you did commit 
the crime of which you are accused o to 
plead not guilty to say at the beginning 
of a trial that you did not commit the 
crime of which you are accused 3. to 
speak on behalf of a client in court 
pleader /'pli:da/ noun somebody who 
pleads a case in court o The pleader of 
the defence must deal with each allega- 
tion made in the particulars of claim. 
pleading /'pli:dtn/ noun the action of 
speaking in court on someone’s behalf 
pleadings /'pli:dinz/ plural noun doc- 
uments setting out the claim of the claim- 
ant or the defence of the defendant, or 
giving the arguments which the two sides 


poison-pen letter 


will use in proceedings o The damage is 
itemised in the pleading. o The judge 
found that the claimant’s pleadings dis- 
closed no cause of action. o Pleadings 
must be submitted to the court when the 
action is set down for trial. (NOTE: Since 
the introduction of the new Civil Proce- 
dure Rules in April 1999, this term has 
been replaced by statements of case.) 
plea in mitigation /,pli: ın ,miti 
'gerf(ə)n/ noun a statement in court on 
behalf of a guilty party to persuade the 
court to impose a lenient sentence 
pleasure /'ple3ə/ » Her Majesty’s 
pleasure 

pledge /pled3/ noun 1. the transfer of 
objects or documents to someone as se- 
curity for a loan 2. an object given by 
someone such as a pawnbroker as securi- 
ty for a loan o to redeem a pledge to pay 
back a loan and interest and so get back 
the security m verb o to pledge share 
certificates to deposit share certificates 
with the lender as security for money 
borrowed 

pledgee /,pled3'i:/ noun somebody 
who receives objects or documents as se- 
curity for money lent 

pledger /'pled3za/ noun somebody 
who gives objects or documents as secu- 
rity for money borrowed 

plenary /'pli:nori/ adjective full or 
complete 

plenipotentiary /,plenipo'ten/fori/ 
noun an official person acting on behalf 
of a government in international affairs 
PLP abbreviation Parliamentary Labour 
Party 

pluralism /'pluaraliz(a)m/ noun a 
system allowing different political or re- 
ligious groups to exist in the same socie- 
ty 

pluralist state /,pluoralist 'stert/ 
nouna state where various political pres- 
sure groups can exist and exert influence 
over the government 

PM abbreviation Prime Minister 

p.m. /,pi:'em/, post meridiem phrase 
a Latin phrase meaning ‘after 12 o’clock 
midday’ o The train leaves at 6.50 p.m. o 
If you phone New York after 6 p.m. the 
calls are at a cheaper rate. 

PO abbreviation post office 


poaching /'poutJm/ noun 1. the crime 
of killing game which belongs to another 
person or trespassing on someone’s land 
to kill game 2. the activity of persuading 
employees to work for another company, 
or to leave one trade union and join an- 
other 


pocket veto /,pokit 'vi:tau/ noun US 
a veto by the President of a bill after 
Congress has adjourned 
COMMENT: Normally the President has 
ten days to object to a bill which has 
been passed to him by Congress; if 
Congress adjourns during that period, 
the President's veto kills the bill. 
point /pornt/ noun a question relating 
to a matter o to take a point to agree that 
the point made by another speaker is cor- 
rect o point taken, I take your point I 
agree that what you say is valid o in 
point of fact really or actually 
COMMENT: When raising a point of or- 
der, a member will say: ‘on a point of 
order, Mr. Chairman’, and the Chair- 
man should stop the discussion to 
hear what the person raising the point 
wishes to say. 
point duty /'pornt ,dju:ti/ noun the 
work of a policeman or traffic warden to 
direct the traffic at crossroads 
point of fact /, pont ov 'fækt/ noun a 
question which has to be decided regard- 
ing the facts of a case 
point of law /,pornt əv 'lo:/ noun a 
question relating to the law as applied to 
a case o Counsel raised a point of law. o 
The case illustrates an interesting point 
of legal principle. 
point of order /,pomnt əv 'ə:1də/ noun 
a question relating to the way in which a 
meeting is being conducted o He raised 
a point of order. o Ona point of order, Mr 
Chairman, can this committee approve 
its own accounts? o The meeting was ad- 


journed on a point of order. 


poison /'porz(ə)n/ noun a substance 
which can kill if eaten or drunk o She 
killed the old lady by putting poison in 
her tea. m verb to kill someone, or make 
them very ill, using poison o He was not 
shot, he was poisoned. 

poison-pen letter /,porz(a)n pen 
‘leta/ noun an anonymous letter contain- 
ing defamatory allegations about some- 
one 


police 226 


police /pa'li:s/ noun a group of people 
who keep law and order in a country or 
town o The police have cordoned off the 
town centre. o The government is relying 
on the police to keep law and order dur- 
ing the elections. o The bank robbers 
were picked up by the police at the rail- 
way station. 
COMMENT: Under English law, a po- 
liceman is primarily an ordinary citizen 
who has certain powers at common 
law and by statute. The police are or- 
ganized by area, each area function- 
ing independently with its own police 
force. London, and the area round 
London, is policed by the Metropolitan 
Police Force under the direct supervi- 
sion of the Home Secretary. Outside 
London, each police force is answera- 
ble to a local police authority, although 
day-to-day control of operations is 
vested entirely in the Chief Constable. 
police authority /po,li:s 9:'Opriti/ 
noun a local committee which supervis- 
es a local police force 
police bail /pa,li:s 'berl/ noun bail 
granted by the police from police custo- 
dy 
Police Commissioner /ps,li:s kə 
'mıf(ə)nə/ noun the highest rank in 
some police forces 
Police Community Support Of- 
ficer /poa,lits kə mju:nıti  so'po:t 
,DfIsə/ noun a person whose job is to pa- 
trol the streets, especially in cities, pro- 
viding assistance to the public, dealing 
with incidents of nuisance and anti-so- 
cial behaviour which don’t require full 
police powers, and issuing some fixed 
penalty notices to offenders. Abbrevia- 
tion PCSO. Also called community 
support officer 
Police Complaints Board /pə,li:s 
kəm'plernts ,bo:d/ noun a group which 
investigates complaints made by mem- 
bers of the public against the police 
Police Complaints Committee 
/pə liis kom'plemts ko,miti/ noun a 
group of people who investigate com- 
plaints made by members of the public 
against the police 
police constable /pa'lits 
,kanstəb(ə)l/ noun an ordinary member 
of the police o Police Constables Smith 
and Jones are on patrol. o Woman Police 
Constable MacIntosh was at the scene of 


the accident. (NOTE: usually abbreviated 
to PC and WPC) 
police cordon /pajli:s 'ko:d(9)n/ 
noun a line of barriers and police officers 
put round an area to prevent anyone 
moving in or out of the area 
police court /po'li:s ko:t/ noun a 
magistrates’ court 
police force /po'li:s fo:s/ noun a 
group of policemen organised in a cer- 
tain area o The members of several local 
police forces have collaborated in the 
murder hunt. o The London police force 
is looking for more recruits. ù detective, 
Metropolitan Police 
COMMENT: The ranks in a British police 
force are: Police Constable, Police 
Sergeant, Inspector, Chief Inspec- 
tor, Superintendent, Chief Superin- 
tendent, Assistant Chief Constable, 
Deputy Chief Constable and Chief 
Constable. 
police headquarters /po,li:s hed 
'kwo:taz/ noun the main offices of a po- 
lice force 
police inspector /pa,li:s m'spekto/ 
noun a rank in the police force above a 
sergeant 
policeman /po'lizsmon/ noun a man 
who is a member of the police (NOTE: 
The plural is policemen.) 
police officer /pa'li:s ,ofrsə/ noun a 
member of the police 
police precinct /pə,li:s 'pri:siy(k)t/ 
noun US a section of a town with its own 
police station 
police protection /poa,li:s pro 
'tekfon/ noun the services of the police 
to protect someone who might be 
harmed o The minister was given police 
protection. 
police sergeant /po,li:s 'sa:d3zont/ 
noun a rank in the police force above 
constable and below inspector 
police station /po'li:s ,sterf(o)n/ 
noun a local office of a police force 
police superintendent /pə,li:s 
surporin'tendant/ noun a high rank in 
a police force, above Chief Inspector and 
below Chief Superintendent 
policewoman /po'li:swumoan/ noun a 
female member of a police force (NOTE: 
The plural is policewomen.) 


positive vetting 


policing /po'li:sm/ noun the activity 
of keeping law and order in a place, us- 
ing the police force 


policy holder /'polisi ,jhaulda/ noun 
somebody who is insured by an insur- 
ance company 

political crime /pa,litrk(9)l 'krarm/ 
noun a crime such as an assassination 
committed for a political reason 


political prisoner  /poa,litik(o)l 
'priz(a)no/ noun a person kept in prison 
because he or she is an opponent of the 
political party in power 

poll /psul/ noun a she changed her 
name by deed poll she executed a legal 
document to change her name m verb o to 
poll a sample of the population to ask a 
sample group of people what they feel 
about something o to poll the members 
of the club on an issue to ask the mem- 
bers for their opinion on an issue 


poll tax /'paul tæks/ noun a tax levied 
equally on each adult member of the 
population. » community charge 


pollutant /pa'lu:t(a)nt/ noun a sub- 
stance or agent which pollutes o Dis- 
charge pipes take pollutants away from 
the coastal area into the sea. 


pollute /pa'lu:t/ verb to discharge 
harmful substances into the environment 
naturally, accidentally or deliberately 


polluter /pa'lu:ta/ noun a person or 
company which causes pollution o Cer- 
tain industries are major polluters of the 
environment. 

polluter pays principle /po,lu:to 
'perz ,prinsap(a)l/ noun the principle 
that if pollution occurs, the person or 
company responsible should be required 
to pay for the consequences of the pollu- 
tion and for avoiding it in future 


pollution /pa'lu:f(a)n/ noun the pres- 
ence of harmful substances in the envi- 
ronment, especially when produced by 
human activity 


COMMENT: Pollution is caused by nat- 
ural sources or by human action. It can 
be caused by a volcanic eruption or by 
a nuclear power station. Pollutants are 
not only chemical substances, but can 
be a noise from a grinding works or an 
unpleasant smell from a sewage farm. 


pollution charges /po'lu:f(o)n 
tfardz1z/ plural noun cost of repairing 
or stopping environmental pollution 
pollution control /pa'lu:f(a)n kon 
\traul/ noun a means of limiting pollu- 
tion 

polygamous /psa'ligamas/ adjective 
referring to polygamy o a polygamous 
society a society where men are allowed 
to be married to more than one wife at 
the same time 

polygamy /po'ligami/ noun the state 
of having more than one wife. Compare 
bigamy, monogamy 

polygraph /'pvligra:f/ noun a ma- 
chine which tells if a person is lying by 
recording physiological changes which 
take place while the person is being in- 
terviewed. Also called lie detector 
popular vote / popjula 'vaut/ noun a 
vote of the people 

pornography /ps:'npvgrafi/ noun ob- 
scene publications or films 

porridge /'pprid3/ noun imprison- 
ment (slang) = to do porridge to serve a 
term of imprisonment 

portion /'po:f(@)n/ noun money or 
property given to a young person to pro- 
vide money for them as income 

port of registry /,po:t ov 'red3istri/ 
noun the port where a ship is registered 
position /po'z1f(a)n/ noun a job or 
role in an organisation o to apply for a 
position as manager o We have several 
positions vacant. o All the vacant posi- 
tions have been filled. o She retired from 
her position in the accounts department. 
position of trust /po,zif(o)n ov 
'trast/ noun a job where an employee is 
trusted by his or her employer to look af- 
ter money, confidential information, etc. 
positive discrimination /,pozitiv 
diskrimr'netf(a)n/ noun discrimination 
in favour of one category of workers, 
such as women, to enable them to be 
more equal o The council’s policy of pos- 
itive discrimination has ensured that 
more women are appointed to senior 
posts. 

positive vetting /,pozitiv ‘vetin/ 
noun a thorough examination of a person 
before that person is allowed to work 
with classified information 


possess 


possess /po'zes/ verb to own or to be 
in occupation of or to be in control of o 
The company possesses property in the 
centre of the town. o He lost all he pos- 
sessed when his company was put into 
liquidation. 

possession /pə'zef(ə)n/ noun 1. 
control over property 2. physically hold- 
ing something which does not necessari- 
ly belong to you o the documents are in 
his possession he is holding the docu- 
ments o how did it come into his pos- 
session, how did he get possession of 
it? how did he acquire it? o unlawful 
possession of drugs offence of having 
drugs 

possession in law /po,zef(a)n m 
'Io:/ noun ownership of land or buildings 
without actually occupying them 
possessive action  /po,zesiv 
‘eek fon/ noun an action to regain posses- 
sion of land or buildings 

possessory /po'zesori/ adjective re- 
ferring to possession of property 
possessory title /po,zesori 'tait(o)I/ 
noun a title to land acquired by occupy- 
ing it continuously, usually for twelve 
years 

post /poust/ verb to pay a bond or bail 
for someone 

post- /poust/ prefix later 

post code /'paust kaud/ noun the let- 
ters and numbers that are used to indicate 
a town or street in an address on an enve- 
lope 

posteriori » a posteriori 
posthumous /'ppst jumas/ adjective 
1. happening after someone’s death o 
posthumous publication of her book 2. 
born after the death of a father o a post- 
humous child 

post mortem /,poust 'mo:tom/ noun 
an examination of the body of a dead per- 
son to see how he or she died o The post 
mortem was carried out or was conduct- 
ed by the police pathologist. 

post obit bond /,poust 'subit ,bond/ 
noun an agreement where a borrower 
will repay a loan when he or she receives 
money as a legacy from someone 

post scriptum /,poust 'skriptom/ 
noun full form of P.S. 


power /'paud/ noun 1. strength, ability 
or capacity 2. authority or legal right o 
the powers of a local authority in rela- 
tion to children in care o the powers and 
duties conferred on the tribunal by the 
statutory code o The president was 
granted wide powers under the constitu- 
tion. o the full power of the law the full 
force of the law when applied o We will 
apply the full power of the law to regain 
possession of our property. 3. a powerful 
country or state o one of the important 
military powers in the region 


power of advancement /,paus ov 
ad'varnsmont/ noun the power of a 
trustee to advance funds from a trust to a 
beneficiary 


power of appointment /,pavor ov ə 
‘pointmont/ noun a power given to one 
person such as a trustee to dispose of 
property belonging to another 


power of attorney /,pavor ov ə 
'tsini/ noun an official power giving 
someone the right to act on someone 
else’s behalf in legal matters o His solic- 
itor was granted power of attorney. 


power of search /,pauor ov '‘sa:tJ/ 
noun the authority to search premises, 
which is given to the police and some 
other officials such as Customs and Ex- 
cise officers 


power politics /,paus 'polıtıks/ 
noun the threat to use economic or mili- 
tary force by one country to try to get 
other countries to do what it wants 


p-p. verb o to p.p. a receipt, a letter to 
sign a receipt or a letter on behalf of 
someone o The secretary p.p.’d the letter 
while the manager was at lunch. ù per 
procurationem 


PR abbreviation public relations 


practice /‘prektis/ noun 1. a way of 
doing things o His practice was to arrive 
at work at 7.30 and start counting the 
cash, 2. a way of working in court 3. the 
business premises and clients of a pro- 
fessional person o She has set up in prac- 
tice as a solicitor or a patent agent. o He 
is a partner in a country solicitor’s prac- 
tice. 4. the carrying on of a profession o 
He has been in practice for twenty years. 


practice directions /,prektis dar 
'rekfonz/ plural noun notes made by 


pre-emption clause 


judges as to how specific procedures or 
formalities should be carried out. Abbre- 
viation PDs 

practice form /'‘prektis fo:m/ nouna 
form which lays out practice in a specific 
case 

Practice Master /,prektis 'ma:sto/ 
noun the Master on duty in the High 
Court, who will hear solicitors without 
appointment and give directions in rela- 
tion to the general conduct of proceed- 
ings 

practise /‘prektis/ verb to work in a 
profession, especially law or medicine o 
He is a practising solicitor. 

practising certificate /prektisin 
sa'tifikot/ noun a certificate from the 
Law Society allowing someone to work 
as a solicitor 

praecipe /'pri:stpi/ noun a written re- 
quest addressed to a court, asking that 
court to prepare and issue a document 
such as a writ of execution or a witness 
summons 

pray /pret/ verb to ask o to pray in aid 
to rely on something when pleading a 
case o I pray in aid the Statute of Frauds. 
prayer /preə/ noun words at the end of 
a petition or pleading, which summarise 
what the litigant is asking the court to do 
pre-action /pri: 'æk fən/ adjective be- 
fore an action starts 

pre-action practice /pri: ,ækfən 
'præktıs/ noun the way of working be- 
fore a case comes to court 

pre-action protocol /pri: ,ekfon 
'proutəkol/ noun a set of statements 
which are agreed before the hearings 
start between lawyers representing dif- 
ferent parties about how a case should 
proceed, which are then approved by the 
court in the practice direction. These pro- 
tocols should try to encourage the parties 
to try to settle without proceeding to liti- 
gation. 

preamble /pri'æmb(ə)l/ noun the first 
words in an official document such as a 
contract, introducing the document and 
setting out the main points in it 
precatory /'prekət(ə)ri/ adjective re- 
questing 

precatory words  /prekot(a)ri 
‘ws:dz/ noun in a document such as a 


will, words which ask for something to 
be done 


precedent /'presid(9)nt/ noun some- 
thing such as a judgment which has hap- 
pened earlier than the present, and which 
can be a guide to what should be done in 
the present case o to set a precedent to 
make a decision in court which will show 
other courts how to act in future o to fol- 
low a precedent to decide in the same 
way as an earlier decision in the same 
type of case o The court followed the 
precedent set in 1926. 
COMMENT: Although English law is in- 
creasingly governed by statute, the 
doctrine of precedent still plays a ma- 
jor role. The decisions of higher courts 
bind lower courts, except in the case of 
the Court of Appeal, where the court 
has power to change a previous deci- 
sion reached per incuriam. Cases can 
be distinguished by the courts where 
the facts seem to be sufficiently differ- 
ent. 
precept /'pri:sept/ noun an order ask- 
ing for local taxes to be paid 
precepting body / pri:septin 'bodi/ 
noun an organisation which levies a pre- 
cept 
preclude /pri'klu:d/ verb to forbid or 
to prevent o The High Court is precluded 
by statute from reviewing such a deci- 
sion. o This agreement does not preclude 
a further agreement between the parties 
in the future. 


predecease / pri:di'sits/ verb to die 
before someone o He predeceased his fa- 
ther. o His estate is left to his daughter, 
but should she predecease him, it will be 
held in trust for her children. 


predecessor /'pri:disesa/ noun 
somebody who had a job or position be- 
fore someone else o He took over from 
his predecessor last May. o She acquired 
her predecessor’s list of clients. 
pre-emption /,pri: 'empfən/ noun 
the right of first refusal to purchase 
something before it is sold to someone 
else 

pre-emption clause /pri: 'empfon 
iklo:z/ noun a clause in a private compa- 
ny’s articles of association which re- 
quires any shares offered for sale to be 
offered first to existing shareholders 


prefer 


prefer /pri'f3:/ verb 1. to pay one cred- 
itor before any others 2. to bring some- 
thing before a court o to prefer charges 
to charge someone with an offence 


preference /'pref(ə)rəns/ noun 1. 
something which is preferred 2. the pay- 
ment of one creditor before other credi- 
tors 


preferential /,prefa'renfal/ adjective 
showing that something is preferred 
more than another 
COMMENT: In the case of a company 
liquidation, preferential debts are 
debts owed to the government or its 
agencies and include PAYE owed to 
the Inland Revenue, VAT, social secu- 
rity contributions, contributions to state 
pensions schemes. 
preferential creditor 
/,preforenf(9)l 'kredita/ noun a credi- 
tor who must be paid first if a company is 
in liquidation 
preferential debt /,prefa'renfal det/ 
noun a debt which is paid before all oth- 
ers 


preferential duty /,preforenf(o)l 
‘djurti/ noun a special low rate of tax 


preferential payment / preforenJoal 
‘permont/ noun payment made to one 
creditor before others 


preferential terms /,prefa'renf(a)l 
tsrms/ plural noun terms or way of deal- 
ing which is better than usual 


preferment of charges /pri 
ifsirmont ov 'tfard31z/ noun the act of 
charging someone with a criminal of- 
fence 


preferred creditor  /pri,fs:d 
'kredito/ noun a creditor who must be 
paid first if a company is in liquidation 
preferred shares /pri,f3:d 'feəz/ 
plural noun shares which receive their 
dividend before all other shares, and 
which are repaid first (at face value) if 
the company is in liquidation 
prejudge /pri:'d3ad3/ verb to judge 
an issue before having heard the evi- 
dence o Do not prejudge the issue — hear 
what defence counsel has to say. 
prejudice /'‘pred3udis/ noun 1. an un- 
reasonable view of someone or some- 
thing based on feelings or opinions rath- 
er than facts 2. harm done to someone o 


Forgery is the copying of a real docu- 
ment, so that it is accepted as genuine to 
someone’s prejudice. a without preju- 
dice phrase spoken or written in letters 
when attempting to negotiate a settle- 
ment, meaning that the negotiations can- 
not be referred to in court or relied upon 
by the other party if the discussions fail o 
to act to the prejudice of a claim to do 
something which may harm a claim m 
verb to harm o to prejudice someone’s 
claim 


preliminary /pri'lmmin(o)ri/ adjective 
happening before other things as an in- 
troduction or in preparation 


preliminary discussion /prı 
jlimim(a)ri di'skaf(a)n/ noun a discus- 
sion or meeting which takes place before 
the main discussion or meeting starts 


preliminary hearing /pri,limm(a)ri 
‘hiorin/ noun 1. court proceedings 
where the witnesses and the defendant 
are examined to see if there are sufficient 
grounds for the case to proceed 2. in the 
small claims track, a hearing to decide if 
special directions should be issued, or if 
the statement of case should be struck 
out 3. court proceedings to try a specific 
issue rather than the whole case 


preliminary inquiries /pri 
rmin(a)ri m'kwatoriz/ plural noun in- 
vestigation by the solicitor for the pur- 
chaser addressed to the vendor’s solicitor 
concerning the vendor’s title to the prop- 
erty for which the purchaser has made an 
offer 


preliminary investigation /prı 
rmin(a)ri m,vesti'getf(a)n/ noun an 
examination of the details of a case by a 
magistrate who then has to decide if the 
case should be committed to a higher 
court for trial 


preliminary reference /pri 
limimn(a)ri 'ref(a)rans/ noun a refer- 
ence from a court in a Member State of 
the European Union to the European 
Court of Justice on a question of inter- 
pretation of EU law, the aim being to en- 
sure that the laws are interpreted uni- 
formly throughout the EU, and that all 
national courts are familiar with it. The 
ECJ has used preliminary references as a 
means of extending the scope of EU law. 


231 President of the Family Division 


preliminary ruling /pri,limm(o)ri 
'ru:lıy/ noun a provisional decision of 
the European Court of Justice 


premeditated /pri:'mediteitid/ ad- 
jective having been thought about care- 
fully or which has been planned o a pre- 
meditated murder o The crime was pre- 
meditated. 


premeditation /,pri:medi'terJ(9)n/ 
noun the activity of thinking about and 
planning a crime such as murder 


premises /'premisiz/ plural noun 1. 
building and the land it stands on o office 
premises, shop premises building 
which houses an office or shop o lock-up 
premises shop which is locked up at 
night when the owner goes home o on 
the premises in the building o There is a 
doctor on the premises at all times. 2. 
things that have been referred to previ- 
ously (NOTE: used at the end of a plead- 
ing: In the premises the defendant de- 
nies that he is indebted to the claimant 
as alleged or at all.) 


premium /'pri:miom/ noun 1. a sum 
of money paid by one person to another, 
especially one paid regularly 2. the 
amount to be paid to a landlord or a ten- 
ant for the right to take over a lease o flat 
to let with a premium of £10,000 o annu- 
al rent: £8,500 — premium: £25,000 3. an 
extra charge 


prerogative /pri'rogativ/ noun a spe- 
cial right which someone has 
prerogative of mercy /pri,rogativ 
əv 'msisi/ noun the power (used by the 
Home Secretary) to commute or remit a 
sentence 

prerogative order § /pri,rogotiv 
'91da/ noun a writ from the High Court, 
which requests a body to do its duty, or 
not to do some act, or to conduct an in- 
quiry into its own actions 

prerogative powers /pri,rogotiv 
'pauəs/ plural noun special powers used 
by a government, acting in the name of 
the King or Queen, to do something such 
as declare war, nominate judges or min- 
isters without needing to ask Parliament 
to approve the decision 

prescribe /pri'skratb/ verb 1. to claim 
rights which have been enjoyed for a 
long time 2. to lay down rules 


prescribed limits  /pri,skratbd 
'lımıts/ plural noun limits which are set 
down in legislation, e.g. the limit on the 
amount of alcohol a driver is allowed to 
drink and still drive 


prescription /pri'skripfan/ noun the 
act of acquiring a right or exercising a 
right over a period of time 

present /'prez(a)nt/ noun o these 
presents this document itself o know all 
men by these presents be informed by 
this document m verb to bring or send 
and show a document o to present a bill 
for acceptance to send a bill for pay- 
ment by the person who has accepted it o 
to present a bill for payment to send a 
bill to be paid 

presentation —=_/,prez(a)n'te1f(9)n/ 
noun the process or an act of offering or 
showing information for other people to 
consider or make a decision about o The 
presentation of the case took several 
days. 0 on presentation of by showing o 
Admission only on presentation of this 
pass. 


presentment /pri'zentmont/ noun 
the act of showing a document o present- 
ment of a bill of exchange 


preservation order /\prezo 
'velf(a)n ,o:da/ noun a court order 
which prevents a building from being de- 
molished or a tree from being cut down 


preside /pri'zatd/ verb to be chairman 
o to preside over a meeting o The meet- 
ing was held in the committee room, Mr 
Smith presiding. 

presidential-style = /,prezi'denJal 
starl/ adjective working in a similar way 
to the United States presidency o presi- 
dential-style government governing in 
the same way as a President of the USA, 
who is not a member of the elected legis- 
lature o presidential-style campaign 
election campaign which concentrates 
on the person of the leader of the party, 
and not on the party’s policies o The 
Prime Minister was accused of running a 
presidential-style election campaign. 
President of the Family Division 
/,prezidont ov da 'fæm(ə)li di, v13(a)n/ 
noun a judge who is responsible for the 
work of the Family Division of the High 
Court 


presiding judge 


presiding judge /pr1,zaidin 'd3ad3/ 
noun a High Court judge who is respon- 
sible for a main Crown Court in a circuit 


press /pres/ verb o to press charges 
against someone to say formally that 
someone has committed a crime o He 
was very angry when his neighbour’s son 
set fire to his car, but decided not to press 
charges. 


Press Complaints Commission 
/ pres kom'pleints kə,mıf(ə)n/ noun a 
voluntary body concerned with the self- 
regulation of the press 


press conference /'pres 
konf(9)rans/ noun a meeting where re- 
porters from newspapers and TV are in- 
vited to ask a minister questions, to hear 
the result of a court case, etc. (NOTE: In 
some political parties (such as the Brit- 
ish Labour Party), the word Confer- 
ence is used without the to indicate 
that it is not simply a meeting, but a de- 
cision-making body: Decisions of Con- 
ference are binding on the Executive; 
Conference passed a motion in support 
of trade unions.) 


press coverage /'pres ,kav(a)rid3/ 
noun reports about something in the 
newspapers, on TV, etc. o The company 
had good media coverage for the launch 
of its new model. 


press release /'pres r1,lits/ noun a 
sheet giving news about something 
which is sent to newspapers and TV and 
radio stations so that they can use the in- 
formation 


press secretary /'pres ,sekrat(o)ri/ 
noun the person responsible for contacts 
with journalists o The information was 
communicated by the President’s Press 
Secretary. 


pressure group /'prefa gru:p/ noun 
a group of people with similar interests, 
who try to influence government policies 
pressure politics /,prefo 'politiks/ 
noun an attempt to change a govern- 
ment’s policies by political pressure 

presume /pri'zju:m/ verb to suppose 
something is correct o The court pre- 
sumes the maintenance payments are be- 
ing paid on time. o The company is pre- 
sumed to be still solvent. o We presume 


the shipment has been stolen. o Two sail- 
ors are missing, presumed drowned. 
COMMENT: In English law, the accused 
is presumed to be innocent until he is 
proved to be guilty, and presumed to 
be sane until he is proved to be insane. 
presumption /pri'zampfon/ noun 
something which is assumed to be cor- 
rect, because it is based on other facts 


presumption of death /pri 
,zampfən ov 'de0/ noun a situation 
where a person has not been seen for sev- 
en years and is presumed to be legally 
dead 

presumption of innocence /pri 
,zampfən ov 'mas(a)ns/ noun the act 
of assuming that someone is innocent, 
until they have been proved guilty 
presumptive evidence /prı 
zAmptiv 'evid(a)ns/ noun circumstan- 
tial evidence 


pretrial /pri:'traral/ adjective before a 
trial starts 


pretrial detention /pri:,trarol di 
'tenfon/ noun US the situation of being 
kept in prison until your trial starts 
(NOTE: The British equivalent is re- 
manded in custody.) 

pretrial release /pri:,traral rr'li:s/ 
noun US the release of an accused per- 
son pending his or her return to court to 
face trial (NOTE: The British equivalent 
is bail.) 

pretrial review /pri:,trarol ri'vju:/ 
noun US a meeting of the parties before 
a civil action to examine what is likely to 
arise during the action, so that ways can 
be found of making it shorter and so re- 
duce costs 

prevail /pri'verl/ verb n to prevail 
upon someone to do something to per- 
suade someone to do something o Coun- 
sel prevailed upon the judge to grant an 
adjournment. 

prevaricate /pri'verikert/ verb not to 
give a clear and straightforward answer 
to a question 

prevention /pri'venfan/ noun the act 
of stopping something from taking place 
a the prevention of terrorism stopping 
terrorist acts taking place 

prevention of corruption /pri 
ivenfon ov ka'rapfan/ noun US activi- 


priori 


ty undertaken to stop corruption taking 
place 
preventive /pri'ventrv/ adjective try- 
ing to stop something happening o to 
take preventive measures against theft 
to try to stop things from being stolen 
COMMENT: Now replaced by extended 
sentence. 
preventive detention /pri,ventiv 
di'tenfan/ noun US formerly, the im- 
prisonment of someone who frequently 
committed a specific crime, so as to pre- 
vent them from doing it again 
previous /'pri:vios/ noun a previous 
conviction or convictions for criminal of- 
fences 
price controls /'prais kon,troulz/ 
plural noun legal measures to prevent 
prices rising too fast 
price/earnings ratio / prais 'sm1z 
\retfiau/ noun the ratio between the 
market price of a share and the current 
earnings it produces 
price ex warehouse /,prais eks 
'weəhaus/ noun the price for a product 
which is to be collected from the factory 
or from an agent’s warehouse and so 
does not include delivery 
price ex works /,prats eks 'wa:ks/ 
noun the price not including transport 
from the maker’s factory 
price fixing /‘prats ,ftksm/ noun an 
illegal agreement between companies to 
charge the same price for competing 
products 
pricing /'pratsin/ noun the activity of 
giving a price to a product 
pricing policy /'prarsıņ ,polisi/ noun 
a company’s policy in setting prices for 
its products 
primacy /'pratmasi/ noun supremacy, 
one of the twin pillars of EU law. ù su- 
premacy 
prima facie /,praimo 'ferfi/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘on the face of it’ 
or ‘as things seem at first’ o there is a 
prima facie case to answer one side in a 
case has shown that there is a case to an- 
swer, and so the action should be pro- 
ceeded with 
primarily /‘prarm(e)rili/ adverb in the 
first place o He is primarily liable for his 
debts. » secondarily 


primary evidence = /,prarmori 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun the most reliable type 
of evidence, e.g. original documents, or 
evidence from eye witnesses 

primary legislation § = /,prarmori 
led31'slerf(a)n/ noun legislation of the 
Member States of the European Union, 
as opposed to legislation of the EU itself 
prime /praim/ adjective 1. most impor- 
tant 2. basic 


prime bills /,prarm 'brlz/ plural noun 
bills of exchange which do not involve 
any risk 

prime rate /'prarm reit/ noun the best 
rate of interest at which a bank lends to 
its customers 


prime time /'praım tarm/ noun the 
most expensive advertising time for TV 
advertisements 


primogeniture /,prarmou'dzenit fə/ 
noun a former rule that the oldest son in- 
herits all his father’s estate 


primus inter pares /,prarməs 1n't3: 
peəs/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘first among equals’: used to refer to the 
office of Prime Minister, implying that 
all ministers are equal, and the PM is 
simply the most important of them 


principal /‘prmnstp(a)l/ noun a person 
who is responsible for something, espe- 
cially person who is in charge of a com- 
pany or a person who commits a crime 


principle /'prınsıp(ə)l/ noun a general 
point or rule that is used as the basis of 
the way something is done o in principle 
in agreement with a general rule o it is 
against his principles it goes against 
what he believes to be the correct way to 
act. Compare principal 

printed matter /'printid ,mzto/ 
noun books, newspapers, advertising 
material, etc. 

prior /'prato/ adjective earlier n with- 
out prior knowledge without knowing 
before 

prior agreement / prato o'gri:mont/ 
noun an agreement which was reached 
earlier 

prior charge /,prato 'tfa:d3/ noun a 
charge which ranks before others 


priori» a priori 


prison 


prison /'prız(ə)n/ noun 1. a safe build- 
ing where criminals can be kept locked 
up after they have been convicted or 
while they await trial o The government 
has ordered the construction of six new 
prisons. o This prison was built 150 
years ago. 2. a place where prisoners are 
kept as a punishment o She was sent to 
prison for six years. o They have spent 
the last six months in prison. o He es- 
caped from prison by climbing over the 
wall. (NOTE: no plural for sense 2, which 
is also usually written without the arti- 
cle: in prison, out of prison, sent to pris- 
on.) 

prison chaplain /,priz(o)n 'tfeeplin/ 
noun a priest or minister who works in a 
prison 

prisoner /'priz(9)no/ noun somebody 
who is in prison 

prisoner at the bar /,priz(o)no at da 
'ba:/ noun a prisoner who is being tried 
in court 

prisoner of war /,priz(o)no ov 'wo:/ 
noun a member of the armed forces cap- 
tured and put in prison by the enemy in 
time of war 

prisoner on remand /,priz(o)no pn 
ri'maind/ noun a prisoner who has been 
told to reappear in court at a later date 
prison governor /‘priz(a)n 
,gAv(a)no/ noun the person in charge of 
a prison 

prison officer /‘priz(a)n ,vfisa/ noun 
a member of staff in a prison 

prison visitor /priz(o)n_ ‘vizito/ 
noun » visitor 

privacy /'privasi/ noun a private life 
private /'pratvat/ adjective belonging 
to a single person, not a company or the 
state 

Private Bill /‘pratvat bil/ noun a Bill 
or Act relating to a particular person, 
corporation or institution 

private business /,pratvot 'biznts/ 
noun a business dealing with the mem- 
bers of a group or matters which cannot 
be discussed in public o The committee 
held a special meeting to discuss some 
private business. 

private carrier /pratvot 'kæriə/ 
noun a firm which carries goods or pas- 


sengers, but which is not contractually 
bound to offer the service to anyone 
private client /,pratvot 'klarənt/ 
noun a client dealt with by a professional 
person or by a salesperson as an individ- 
ual person, not as a company 

private detective /,pratvot di 
'tektiv/ noun a person who for a fee will 
try to find missing people, keep watch on 
someone, or find out information 
private effects /,prarvot 1'fekts/ plu- 
ral noun goods which belong to someone 
and are used by him 

private eye /,pratvat 'ar/ noun some- 
body who for a fee will try to solve mys- 
teries, to find missing persons or to keep 
watch on someone (informal) 

private law /'pratvat lo:/ noun a law 
such as the law of contract relating to re- 
lations between individual people 
private letter /,pratvot 'leto/ noun a 
letter which deals with personal matters 
Private Member’s Bill /,pratvot 
'membəz ,bil/ noun a Bill which is 
drafted and proposed as legislation in the 
House of Commons by an ordinary 
Member of Parliament, not by a govern- 
ment minister on behalf of the govern- 
ment 

private nuisance /,pratvat 
'nju:s(ə)ns/ noun a tort, a nuisance 
which causes harm or damage to a partic- 
ular person or their rights 

private ownership /,prarvət 
‘gunoafip/ noun a situation where a com- 
pany is owned by private shareholders 
private property /,pratvot 'propoti/ 
noun property which belongs to a private 
person, not to the public 

private prosecution  /,pratvot 
iprosi'kju:f(a)n/ noun a prosecution 
for a criminal act, brought by an ordinary 
member of the public and not by the po- 
lice 

privatise /'pratvotaiz/, privatize verb 
to sell a nationalised industry to private 
shareholders 

privilege /‘privil1d3/ noun 1. protec- 
tion from the law given in some circum- 
stances. » Crown privilege, profes- 
sional privilege 2. the right of a party 
not to disclose a document, or to refuse 
to answer questions, on the ground of 


procedural problem 


some special interest 3. US the order of 
priority o motion of the highest privi- 
lege motion which will be discussed 
first, before all other motions 
privileged /' privilid3d/ adjective pro- 
tected by privilege 

privileged communication 
/,privilid3d ko,mjuini'kerf(a)n/ noun 
a letter which could be libellous, but 
which is protected by privilege, e.g. a let- 
ter from a client to his lawyer 


privileged meeting /,privilid3d 
'mi:tin/ noun a meeting where what is 
said will not be repeated outside 


privileged questions /,privilid3d 
‘kwestf(a)ns/ plural noun US order of 
priority of motions to be discussed 


privileged will /‘privilidzd wil/ noun 
a will which is not made in writing and is 
not signed or witnessed, e.g. a will made 
by a soldier on the battlefield or a seaman 
while at sea 
COMMENT: Privileged wills are not like 
ordinary wills, in that they may be oral, 
or if written, need not be signed or wit- 
nessed. It is sufficient that the intention 
of the testator was made clear at the 
time. 
privity of contract /,priviti ov 
'kontrekt/ noun a relationship between 
the parties to a contract, which makes the 
contract enforceable as between them 


Privy Council /,privi 'kaunsol/ noun 
a body of senior advisers who advise the 
Queen on specific matters 
COMMENT: The Privy Council is mainly 
formed of members of the cabinet, and 
former members of the cabinet. It nev- 
er meets as a group, but three Privy 
Councillors need to be present when 
the Queen signs Orders in Council. 
Privy Councillor /,privi 'kaunsolo/ 
noun a member of the Privy Council 


prize court /'‘praiz ko:t/ noun a court 
set up to rule on the ownership of prizes 


pro /prəv/ preposition for or on behalf 
of 


probable cause /,probab(a)l 'ko:z/ 
noun US the fact of believing that it is 
likely that a crime has been committed 
and by an identified person, which is a 
necessary part of police stop and search 
procedures 


probate /'praubeit/ noun legal accept- 
ance that a document, especially a will, is 
valid o the executor was granted pro- 
bate, obtained a grant of probate the 
executor was told officially that the will 
was valid 

Probate Registry /'proubert 
wred3istri/ noun a court office which 
deals with the granting of probate 
probation /pra'be1f(a)n/ noun 1. a le- 
gal system for dealing with criminals, of- 
ten young offenders, where they are not 
sent to prison provided that they continue 
to behave well under the supervision of a 
probation officer o She was sentenced to 
probation for one year. 2. a period when 
a new employee is being tested before 
being confirmed as having a permanent 
job © on probation 1. being tested o he 
is on three months’ probation 2. being 
under a probation order from a court o to 
take someone on probation 
probationer /pra'berf(a)no/ noun 
somebody who has been put on proba- 
tion 

probation officer /pra'berf(o)n 
ıDfrsə/ noun an official of the social 
services who supervises young people 
on probation 

probation order /pra,be1f(a)n '9:do/ 
noun a court order putting someone on 
probation 

probative /'proubativ/ adjective re- 
lating to proof 

probative value /'prəubətıv 
,velju:/ noun US the value of an item as 
evidence in a trial 

problem area /'probləm ,earia/ noun 
an area of work which is difficult to man- 
age o Drug-related crime is a problem 
area in large cities. 

procedural /pra'si:d3aral/ adjective 
referring to legal procedure 
procedural judge /pro'si:d3orol 
d3ad3/ noun a judge who deals with the 
management of a case, its allocation to a 
particular track, etc. 

procedural law /prə'si:id3ərəl lo:/ 
noun law relating to how the civil or 
criminal law is administered by the 
courts. Compare substantive law 
procedural problem /pra,si:d3aral 
'probləm/ noun a question concerning 


procedure 
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procedure o The hearing was held up 
while counsel argued over procedural 
problems. 

procedure /pra'si:d39/ noun a way in 
which something is done, especially the 
correct or agreed way to deal with some- 
thing o to follow the proper procedure o 
criticised police procedures o this pro- 
cedure is very irregular this is not the 
set way to do something 

proceed /pra'si:d/ verb to continue 
doing something o The negotiations are 
proceeding slowly. o to proceed against 
someone to start a legal action against 
someone o to proceed with something 
to go on doing something 
proceedings /pro'si:diz/ plural 
noun o to institute or to start proceed- 
ings against someone to start a legal ac- 
tion against someone 

proceedings in tort /pro,si:dmjz m 
'tort/ plural noun court action for dam- 
ages for a tort 

process /prou'ses/ noun 1. the way in 
which a court acts to assert its jurisdic- 
tion 2. the writs issued by a court to sum- 
mon a defendant to appear in court 3. a 
legal procedure n the due process of the 
law the formal work of a fair legal action 
m verb to deal with something in the usu- 
al routine way o to process an insurance 
claim o The incident room is processing 
information received from the public. 
processing /'prausesin/ noun o the 
processing of a claim for insurance 
putting a claim for compensation 
through the usual office routine in the in- 
surance company 

process-server /prəu,ses 's3ivo/ 
noun a person who delivers legal docu- 
ments such as a writ or summons to peo- 
ple in person 

proctor /'proktə/ noun (in a universi- 
ty) an official who is responsible for 
keeping law and order 


procurationem » per procura- 
tionem 
Procurator Fiscal /,prokjureits 


'fısk(ə)l/ noun (in Scotland) a law offic- 
er who decides whether an alleged crim- 
inal should be prosecuted 

procure /prə'kjuə/ verb to get some- 
one to do something, especially to ar- 


range for a woman to provide sexual in- 
tercourse for money 

procurer /prə'kjuərə/ noun some- 
body who procures women 

procuring /pro'kjuəmənt/, procure- 
ment noun the notifiable offence of get- 
ting a woman to provide sexual inter- 
course for money 


Production Centre /prə,dakf(©)n 
'sentə/ noun a central office which is- 
sues claim forms 


product liability /,prodakt lato 
'bilıti/ noun the liability of the maker of 
a product for negligence in the design or 
production of the product 


proferentem » contra proferentem 


profession /pro'fef(9)n/ noun 1. 
work which needs special learning over a 
period of time o the managing director 
is a lawyer by profession he trained as a 
lawyer 2. a group of specialised workers 
o the legal profession all lawyers o the 
medical profession all doctors 

professional /pra'feJ(a)n(a)l/ adjec- 
tive 1. referring to one of the professions 
o The accountant sent in his bill for pro- 


fessional services. o We had to ask our 


lawyer for professional advice on the 
contract. a a professional man some- 
body who works in one of the profes- 
sions, e.g. a lawyer, doctor, accountant o 
professional qualifications documents 
showing that someone has successfully 
finished a course of study which allows 
him to work in one of the professions 2. 
expert m noun a person with special 
skills and qualifications in a particular 
subject 

professional misconduct /prə 
fef(eyn(a)l mis'kondakt/ noun behav- 
iour by a professional person such as a 
lawyer, accountant or doctor which the 
body which regulates that profession 
considers to be wrong, e.g. an action by 
a solicitor which is considered wrong by 
the Law Society 

professional privilege /prə 
ifef(a)n(a)l 'privilid3/ noun confidenti- 
ality of communications between a client 
and his or her lawyer 

profit after tax /,profit a:fto 'tæks/ 
noun the profit after tax has been deduct- 
ed 


property 


profit and loss account/, profit on 
‘Ips 3,kaunt/ noun a statement of a com- 
pany’s expenditure and income over a 
period of time, almost always one calen- 
dar year, showing whether the company 
has made a profit or loss 


profit à prendre /,profi æ 'prondro/ 
noun a right to take from land or a river 
passing through it something such as 
game or fish 

profit before tax /,profit bifo: 
'teeks/ noun the profit of a company af- 
ter expenses have been deducted but be- 
fore tax has been calculated 

profiteer /,profr'tta/ noun somebody 
who makes too much profit, especially 
when goods are rationed or in short sup- 
ply 

pro forma /,prou 'fo:mo/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘for the sake of 
form’ o pro forma (invoice) invoice sent 
to a buyer before the goods are sent, so 
that payment can be made or that busi- 
ness documents can be produced o pro 
forma letter formal letter which informs 
a court of a decision of another court 
progress report /'praugres r1,po:t/ 
noun a document which describes what 
progress has been made 

prohibit /prau'hibit/ verb to say that 
something must not happen o Parking is 
prohibited in front of the garage. o The 
law prohibits the sale of alcohol to mi- 
nors. 


prohibited degrees /prou hibitid 
di'gri:s/ plural noun the relationships 
which make it illegal for a man and 
woman to marry, e.g. father and daughter 
prohibited goods /prou,hibitid 
'gudz/ plural noun goods which are not 
allowed to be imported 

prohibition /,praut'brf(o)n/ noun 1. 
the act of forbidding something 2. a High 
Court order forbidding a lower court 
from doing something which exceeds its 
jurisdiction 

prohibitory injunction /prə 
shibit(9)ri in'd3ankfan/ noun an order 
from a court preventing someone from 
doing an illegal act 

promisee /,promt'si:/ noun some- 
body to whom a promise is made 


promisor /,promt'so:/ noun some- 
body who makes a promise 
promissory /'promisori/ adjective 
promising 

promissory estoppel /,promisori 1 
'stop(ə)l/ noun a promise made by one 
person to another, so that the second per- 
son relies on the promise and acts in way 
that is detrimental, and the first person is 
stopped from denying the validity of the 
promise 

promote /pra'maut/ verb 1. to intro- 
duce a new Bill into Parliament 2. to en- 
courage something to grow o to promote 
a new company to organise the setting 
up of a new company 

promoter /pra'mauts/ noun some- 
body who introduces a new Bill into Par- 
liament 

prompt /prompt/ verb to tell someone 
what to say o The judge warned counsel 
not to prompt the witness. 

proof /pru:f/ noun 1. evidence or other 
thing which shows that something is true 
o proof beyond reasonable doubt proof 
that no reasonable person could doubt 
(the proof needed to convict a person in 
a criminal case) 2. the statement or evi- 
dence of a creditor to show that he or she 
is owed money by a bankrupt or by a 
company in liquidation 

proofing /'pru:f19/ noun n proofing of 
witnesses action of looking into witness- 
es’ statements 

proof of debt /,pru:f ov 'det/ noun 
proceedings for a creditor to claim pay- 
ment from a bankrupt’s assets 

proof of evidence /pru:f ov 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun a written statement of 
what a witness intends to say in court 
proof of identification /, pru:f ov ar 
identifi'kerf(9)n/ noun 1. proving that 
something is what the evidence says it is 
o the policeman asked him for proof of 
identification 2. proving that someone is 
who they say they are 

proof of service /,pru:f ov 'ss:vis/ 
noun proof that that legal documents 
have been delivered to someone 
property /'propəti/ noun 1. things that 
are owned by someone o They have no 
respect for other people’s property. o He 
was known to be a receiver of stolen 


proportionality 
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property. o The books are my property, 
but the bookshelves belong to John. 2. 
land and buildings o He owns a lot of 
property in the north. 3. a building such 
as a house, shop or factory o There are 
several properties for sale in the centre 
of the town. = adjective relating to land 
and buildings o a rise in property prices 
proportionality /pro,po:J(o)'neliti/ 
noun 1. the principle that a government 
or local authority can only act if the ac- 
tion is in proportion to the aim which is 
to be achieved, the aim being to protect 
the rights of ordinary citizens 2. the prin- 
ciple that a legal action can only take 
place if the costs are proportionate to the 
aim to be achieved o The requirement of 
proportionality may be a reason for a 
party to refuse to respond to a request for 
further information. 

proportionate /pro'po:f(a)not/ ad- 
jective directly related to or in proportion 
to something 


proposal form /pra'pouz(a)l form/ 
noun an official document with details of 
a property or person to be insured which 
is sent to the insurance company when 
asking for an insurance 

propose /pro'pouz/ verb n to propose 
to to say that you intend to do something 
o I propose to repay the loan at £20 a 
month. 

proprietary drug /pro,pratot(s)ri 
'drag/ noun a drug which is made by a 
particular company and marketed under 
a brand name 

proprietary right /prə'prarət(ə)ri 
rait/ noun the right of someone who 
owns a property 

proprietor /prə'prarətə/ noun the 
owner of a property 

proprietorship /pra'pratatosip/ 
noun the act of being the proprietor of 
land 

proprietorship register /prə 
'prarətəfıp ,red3isto/ noun land regis- 
ter which shows the details of owners of 
land 


proprietress /pro'pratatros/ noun a 
female owner 

pro rata /\prou 'ra:ta/ adjective, ad- 
verb at a rate which changes according to 


the importance of something o a pro rata 
payment o to pay someone pro rata 
prorogation /,praura'getf(a)n/ noun 
the end of a session of Parliament 
prorogue /pra'raug/ verb to end a ses- 
sion of Parliament o Parliament was pro- 
rogued for the summer recess. 
proscribe /prou'skratb/ verb to bana 
a proscribed organization, political 
party an organisation or political party 
which has been banned 

prosecute /'prosikju:t/ verb 1. to 
bring someone to court to answer a crim- 
inal charge o She was prosecuted for em- 
bezzlement. 2. to speak against the ac- 
cused person on behalf of the party 
bringing the charge o Mr Smith is prose- 
cuting, and Mr Jones is appearing for the 
defence. 

prosecution /,prosi'kju:f(a)n/ noun 
1. the act of bringing someone to court to 
answer a charge o his prosecution for 
embezzlement ý Crown Prosecution 
Service, Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions 2. a party who brings a criminal 
charge against someone o The costs of 
the case will be borne by the prosecution. 
3. the group of lawyers representing the 
party who brings a criminal charge 
against someone 

prosecution counsel / prosi 
'kjurf(a)n ,kaunsəl/ noun a lawyer act- 
ing for the prosecution 

prosecution witness = /,prosi 
'kju:f(ə)n ,witnas/ noun a person 
called by the prosecution side to give ev- 
idence against the defendant or the ac- 
cused 

prosecutor § /'prosikju:ts/ noun 
somebody who brings criminal charges 
against someone 

prosequi » nolle prosequi 
prostitute /'prostitju:t/ noun some- 
body who provides sexual intercourse in 
return for payment 

prostitution /,prosti'tju:f(9)n/ noun 
the activity of providing sexual inter- 
course in return for payment 

protect /pra'tekt/ verb to defend 
something against harm o The employees 
are protected from unfair dismissal by 
government legislation. o The computer 
is protected by a plastic cover. o The cov- 


239 


province 


er protects the machine from dust. o to 
protect an industry by imposing tariff 
barriers to stop a local industry from be- 
ing hit by foreign competition by stop- 
ping foreign products from being im- 
ported 

protected information /pro,tektid 
Infa'merf(9)n/ noun an electronic text 
which is not intelligible without a de- 
cryption key 


protected person  /pra,tektid 
'p3is(a)n/ noun an important person 
such as a President or Prime Minister 
who has special police protection 


protected tenancy /pra,tektid 
'tenonsi/ noun a tenancy where the ten- 
ant is protected from eviction (NOTE: You 
protect someone from something or 
from having something done to him.) 


protection /pra'tekfan/ noun the ac- 
tion of protecting 

protection racket /pro,tekfon 
'rækıt/ noun an illegal organisation 
where people demand money from 
someone such as a small businessperson 
to pay for ‘protection’ against criminal 
attacks 

protective /pra'tektiv/ adjective 
shielding from potential danger o to take 
someone into protective custody to put 
someone in a safe place, e.g. police sta- 
tion cells, to protect him or her from be- 
ing harassed or attacked 


protective tariff /pra,tektiv 'tærıf/ 
noun a tariff which tries to ban imports 
to stop them competing with local prod- 
ucts 


pro tem /,prau 'tem/, pro tempore 
adverb for a short time 


protest noun /'pravtest/ 1. a state- 
ment or action to show that you do not 
approve of something o to make a protest 
against high prices o in protest at show- 
ing that you do not approve of something 
o The staff occupied the offices in protest 
at the low pay offer. o to do something 
under protest to do something, but say 
that you do not approve of it 2. an official 
document from a notary public which 
notes that a bill of exchange has not been 
paid m verb /pra'test/ 1. =o to protest 
against something to say that you do not 
approve of something o The retailers are 


protesting against the ban on imported 
goods. 2.0 to protest a bill to draw up a 
document to prove that a bill of exchange 
has not been paid 

protester /prə'testə/ noun someone 
who makes their opposition to something 
public 

protest march /'provtest ma:tf/ 
noun a demonstration where protesters 
march through the streets 


protest strike /'proutest  stratk/ 
noun a strike in protest at a particular 
grievance 


protocol /'prautakpl/ noun 1. a draft 
memorandum. ù pre-action protocol 2. 
a list of things which have been agreed. » 
pre-action protocol 3. correct diplo- 
matic behaviour 


provable /'pru:vab(a)l/ adjective be- 
ing able to be proved 

provable debts /,pru:vab(a)l 'dets/ 
plural noun debts which a creditor can 
prove against a bankrupt estate 


proven /'pru:v(a)n/ adjective o not 
proven (in Scotland) verdict that the 
prosecution has not produced sufficient 
evidence to prove the accused to be 
guilty 

provide /pro'vaid/ verb 1. n to pro- 
vide for something to allow for some- 
thing which may happen in the future o 
These expenses have not been provided 
for o The contract provides for an annual 
increase in charges. n to provide for 
someone to put aside money to give 
someone enough to live on o He provid- 
ed for his daughter in his will. 2. o to 
provide someone with something to 
supply something to someone o The de- 
fendant provided the court with a de- 
tailed account of his movements. o Du- 
ress provides no defence to a charge of 
murder. 


provided that /pra'vaidid ‘det/, 
providing /pra'vaidin/ conjunction on 
condition that o The judge will sentence 
the convicted man next week provided 
(that) or providing the psychiatrist’s re- 
port is received in time. (NOTE: In deeds, 
the form provided always that is often 
used.) 

province /'provins/ noun n the Prov- 
ince Northern Ireland 


provision 


provision /pra'v13(9)n/ noun 1. n to 
make provision for to see that some- 
thing is allowed for in the future o to 
make financial provision for someone 
to arrange for someone to receive money 
to live on (by attachment of earnings, 
etc.) o there is no provision for, no pro- 
vision has been made for car parking 
in the plans for the office block the 
plans do not include space for cars to 
park 2. money put aside in accounts in 
case it is needed in the future o The com- 
pany has made a £2m provision for bad 
debts. 3. a legal condition o the provi- 
sions of a Bill conditions listed in a Bill 
before Parliament o we have made pro- 
vision to this effect we have put into the 
contract terms which will make this 
work 

provisional /pra'v13(9)n(0)l/ adjec- 
tive temporary, not final or permanent o 
They wrote to give their provisional ac- 
ceptance of the contract. 


provisional damages /pra 
v13(a)n(a)l_ 'deemid3iz/ plural noun 
damages claimed by a claimant while the 
case is still being heard 

provisional injunction /prə 
,v13(9)n(a)l m'dzankfan/ noun a tem- 
porary injunction granted until a full 
court hearing can take place 
provisional liquidator = /pro 
,v13(9)n(a)l 'ltkwiderta/ noun an offi- 
cial appointed by a court to protect the 
assets of a company which is the subject 
of a winding up order 


proviso /pro'vaizau/ noun a condition 
in a contract or deed o We are signing the 
contract with the proviso that the terms 
can be discussed again in six months’ 
time. (NOTE: A proviso usually begins 
with the phrase ‘provided always 
that’.) 

provocateur » agent provocateur 


provocation /,prova'kerf(9)n/ noun 
encouragement to commit a crime or car- 
ry out an action which you had not in- 
tended to do o He acted under provoca- 
tion. 

provoke /pra'vauvk/ verb to make 
someone do something or to make some- 
thing happen o The strikers provoked the 
police to retaliate. o The murders pro- 


voked a campaign to increase police pro- 
tection for politicians. (NOTE: You pro- 
voke someone to do something.) 
proxy /'proksi/ noun 1. a document 
which gives someone the power to act on 
behalf of someone else o to sign by proxy 
2. somebody who acts on behalf of 
someone else, especially somebody ap- 
pointed by a shareholder to vote on his or 
her behalf at a company meeting o to act 
as proxy for someone 

P.S. noun an additional note at the end 
of a letter o Did you read the PS. at the 
end of the letter? Full form post scrip- 
tum 

PSBR abbreviation public sector bor- 
rowing requirement 

Pty abbreviation proprietary company 
public /'pablik/ adjective n the com- 
pany is going public the company is go- 
ing to place some of its shares for sale on 
the Stock Exchange so that anyone can 
buy them m noun c the public, the gen- 
eral public the people in general o in 
public in front of everyone 

public administration /,pablik od 
“mini'streif(a)n/ noun 1. the means 
whereby government policy is carried 
out 2. the people responsible for carrying 
out government policy 

publication /,pabli'ke1f(a)n/ noun 1. 
the act of making something public ei- 
ther in speech or writing o Publication of 
Cabinet papers takes place after thirty 
years. 2. the act of making a libel known 
to people other than the person libelled 
3. a printed work shown to the public 
Public Bill /,pablik 'b1l/ noun an ordi- 
nary Bill relating to a matter applying to 
the public in general, introduced by a 
government minister 

public disorder /,pablik dis's:do/ 
noun same as civil disorder 

public domain /,pablik dou'metn/ 
noun land, property or information 
which belongs to and is available to the 
public 

public expenditure /,pablik 1k 
'spenditfa/ noun the spending of mon- 
ey by the local or central government 
public funds /,pablik 'fandz/ plural 
noun government money available for 
expenditure 


punitive damages 


public image /,pablik 'tmid3/ noun 
the idea which the people have of a com- 
pany or a person o The police are trying 
to improve their public image. 


public interest /,pablik 'intrəst/ 
noun the usefulness of a piece of infor- 
mation to the public, in matters concern- 
ing national security, fraud, medical mal- 
practice, etc., used as a defence against 
accusations of passing on confidential 
information or of invasion of privacy 
COMMENT: Public interest implies that 
the actions of someone or information 
held by someone might affect the pub- 
lic in some way: if a newspaper dis- 
closes that a group of companies are 
fixing prices so as not to compete with 
each other, this disclosure might be 
held to be in the public interest. If a TV 
programme reveals that a Member of 
Parliament apparently took drugs, 
then this might be held to be in the 
public interest. 
public law /,pablik 'lo:/ noun laws 
which refer to people in general such as 
administrative and constitutional law 


public monopoly /,pablik mo 
‘nppoli/ noun a situation where the state 
is the only supplier of a product or serv- 
ice 


public nuisance / pablik 
'nju:s(ə)ns/ noun a criminal act which 
causes harm or damage to members of 
the public in general or to their rights 
public opinion / pablik ə'pınjən/ 
noun what people think about something 
public order /,pablik 's:da/ noun a 
situation were the general public is calm 
and there are no riots 


public ownership / pablik 
‘gunofip/ noun a situation where an in- 
dustry is nationalised o The company has 
been put into state ownership. 


public place /,pablik 'plets/ noun a 
place such as a road or park where the 
public have a right to be 

public policy /,pablik 'pplisi/ noun 
the policy of the government of a Mem- 
ber State of the European Union which 
protects its nationals, and which can be 
used to exclude nationals of other EU 
states from entering the country to take 
up work, though this excuse cannot be 
used for economic reasons 


public prosecutor / pablik 
'prosıkju:tə/ noun a government offi- 
cial who brings charges against alleged 
criminals. In the UK, it is the Director of 
Public Prosecutions. 


public sector borrowing require- 
ment /,pablik ,sekta ,borauin ri 
‘kwalomont/ noun the amount of mon- 
ey which a government has to borrow to 
pay for its own spending. Abbreviation 
PSBR 


Public Trustee /,pablik ,tra'sti:/ 
noun an official who is appointed as a 
trustee of an individual’s property 


publish /'pablif/ verb to have a docu- 
ment such as a catalogue, book, maga- 
zine, newspaper or piece of music writ- 
ten and printed and then sell or give it to 
the public o The society publishes its list 
of members annually. o The government 
has not published the figures on which its 
proposals are based. o The company 
publishes six magazines for the business 
market. 

puisne /'pju:ni/ adjective less impor- 
tant 

puisne judge /,pju:ni 'd3ad3/ nouna 
High Court judge 

puisne mortgage /,pjurni 
‘morgid3/ noun a mortgage where the 
deeds of the property have not been de- 
posited with the lender 


punish /'pantf/ verb to make someone 
pay the penalty for a crime which he or 
she has committed o You will be pun- 
ished for hitting the policeman. 


punishable /'pantfab(o)l/ adjective 
able to be punished o crimes punishable 
by imprisonment 


punishment /'panifmont/ noun 1. 
the act of punishing someone 2. treat- 
ment of someone as a way of making 
them suffer for their crime o The punish- 
ment for treason is death. 


punitive damages  /,pju:nitiv 
‘deemid31z/ plural noun heavy damages 
which punish the defendant for the loss 
or harm caused to the claimant, awarded 
to show that the court feels the defendant 
has behaved badly towards the claimant. 
Also called exemplary damages 


pupil 


pupil /'pju:p(©)l/ noun a trainee barris- 
ter, undergoing a year-long training peri- 
od before qualification 

pupillage /'pju:pilid3/ noun a train- 
ing period of one year after completing 
studies at university and passing all ex- 
aminations, which a person has to serve 
before he or she can practise independ- 
ently as a barrister 

pur autre vie /,pu:o ,outro 'vi:/ } per 
autre vie 

purchase order /'ps:tf1s ,o:do/ 
noun an official paper which places an 
order for something 

purchaser /'ps:tfisa/ noun a person 
or company that buys something 

purge /p3:d3/ verb n to purge one’s 
contempt, to purge a contempt of 
court to do something such as make an 
apology to show that you are sorry for 
the lack of respect you have shown 
purpose /'ps:pas/ noun an aim, plan 
or intention o on purpose intentionally o 
She hid the knife on purpose. o we need 
the invoice for tax purposes, for the 
purpose of declaration to the tax au- 
thorities in order for it to be declared to 
the tax authorities 

purposive /'ps:pasiv/ adjective refer- 
ring to the purpose behind something o a 
purposive interpretation of the Treaty on 
European Union 

pursuant to /po'sjuront tə/ adverb 
relating to or concerning o matters pur- 
suant to Article 124 of the EC treaty o 
pursuant to the powers conferred on the 
local authority 

pursue /pa'sju:/ verb to continue with 
something such as the proceedings in 
court 

pursuit /po'sju:t/» fresh pursuit, hot 
pursuit 

purview /'ps:vju:/ noun the general 
scope of an Act of Parliament 


put aside /,put 9'said/ verb to decide 
to cancel an order, judgment or decision 
putative father /,pju:totiv 'fa:ðə/ 
noun a man who is supposed to be or 
who a court decides must be the father of 
an illegitimate child 


put away /,put o'wel/ verb to send to 
prison o He was put away for ten years. 


put down /,put 'daun/ verb 1. to make 
a deposit o to put down money on a house 
2. to write an item in an account book o 
to put down a figure for expenses 


put in /,pot '1n/ verb n to put in a bid 
for something to offer (usually in writ- 
ing) to buy something o to put in an es- 
timate for something to give someone a 
written calculation of the probable costs 
of carrying out a job o to put in a claim 
for damage, loss to ask an insurance 
company to pay for damage or loss 


put into /,put 'mntu/ verb o to put 
money into a business to invest money 
in a business 


put on/ pot 'pn/ verb o to put an item 
on the agenda to list an item for discus- 
sion at a meeting o to put an embargo 
on trade to forbid trade 


put option /'put ,opfən/ noun the 
right to sell shares at a specific price at a 
specific date 


pyramiding /'ptramidin/ noun ille- 
gally using new investors’ deposits to 
pay the interest on the deposits made by 
existing investors 

pyramid selling /pırəmıd ,selıy/ 
noun an illegal way of selling goods to 
the public, where each selling agent pays 
for the right to sell and sells that right to 
other agents, so that in the end the com- 
missions earned by the sales of goods 
will never pay back the agents for the 
payments they themselves have already 
made 


Q 


QB abbreviation Queen’s Bench 


QBD abbreviation Queen’s Bench Divi- 
sion 

QC abbreviation Queen’s Counsel 
(NOTE: written after the surname of the 
lawyer: W. Smith QC. Note also that 
the plural is written QCs.) 


qua /kwa:/ conjunction as or acting in 
the capacity of o a decision of the Lord 
Chancellor qua head of the judiciary 


qualification shares /kwolif1 
'kerf(a)n feəs/ plural noun number of 
shares which a person has to hold to be a 
director of a company 


qualified /‘kwolifatd/ adjective 1. 
having passed special examinations in a 
subject o She is a qualified solicitor. o 
highly qualified with very good results 
in examinations o All our staff are highly 
qualified. o They employ twenty-six 
highly qualified legal assistants. 2. with 
some reservations or conditions o quali- 
fied acceptance of a bill of exchange o 
The plan received qualified approval 
from the board. 


qualified accounts /,kwolifaid ə 
‘kaunts/ plural noun accounts which 
have been commented on by the auditors 
because they contain something with 
which the auditors do not agree 


qualified auditors’ report 
/,kwolifaid 'o:dıtəz r1,port/ noun a re- 
port from a company’s auditors which 
points out areas in the accounts with 
which the auditors do not agree or about 
which they are not prepared to express an 
opinion, or where the auditors believe 
the accounts as a whole have not been 
prepared correctly or where they are un- 
able to decide whether the accounts are 
correct or not 


qualified privilege /,kwolifaid 
‘privilid3/ noun protection from being 
sued for defamation, which is given to 
someone only if it can be proved that the 
statements were made without malice 


qualified title /,kwolifaid 'tart(o)l/ 


noun atitle to a property which is not ab- 
solute because there is some defect 


qualify /‘kwolifat/ verb 1. o to qualify 
for to be in the right position for or to be 
entitled to o He does not qualify for Le- 
gal Aid. o She qualifies for unemploy- 
ment benefit. 2. o to qualify as to follow 
a specialised course and pass examina- 
tions so that you can do a particular job o 
She has qualified as an accountant. o He 
will qualify as a solicitor next year. 3. to 
change a statement o the auditors have 
qualified the accounts the auditors have 
found something in the accounts of the 
company which they do not agree with, 
and have noted it 

qualifying period /kwolifany 
\pioried/ noun a time which has to pass 
before something qualifies as suitable for 
something o There is a six month quali- 


fying period before you can get a grant 
from the local authority. 


quantum §$/‘kwontom/ noun an 
amount of damages o Liability was ad- 
mitted by the defendants, but the case 
went to trial because they could not 
agree the quantum of damages. 
quantum meruit /,kwentum 
‘meruit/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘as much as he has deserved’: a rule that, 
when claiming for breach of contract, a 
party is entitled to payment for work 
done 

quarantine /‘kworonti:n/ noun a pe- 
riod when a ship, animal or person newly 
arrived in a country has to be kept away 


quarter 
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from others in case there is a danger of 
carrying diseases o The animals were put 
in quarantine on arrival at the port. o 
Quarantine restrictions have been lifted 
on imported animals from that country. 
(NOTE: used without the: The dog was 
put in quarantine or was held in quaran- 
tine or was released from quarantine.) 
m verb to put in quarantine o The ship 
was searched and all the animals on it 
were quarantined. 
quarter /‘kwo:to/ noun a period of 
three months 
COMMENT: In England the quarter 
days are 25th March (Lady Day), 24th 
June (Midsummer Day), 29th Septem- 
ber (Michaelmas Day) and 25th De- 
cember (Christmas Day). 
quarter day /'kwo:to de1/ noun the 
day at the end of a quarter, when rents 
should be paid 
quarterly /‘kwo:toli/ adjective, ad- 
verb happening every three months, i.e. 
four times a year o There is a quarterly 
charge for electricity. o The bank sends 
us a quarterly statement. o We agreed to 
pay the rent quarterly or on a quarterly 
basis. 
Quarter Sessions /'kwa:tə 
,sef(a)nz/ plural noun old name for the 
criminal court replaced by the Crown 
Court 
quash /kwof/ verb 1. to stop some- 
thing from continuing 2. to announce of- 
ficially that a decision is incorrect and 
cannot be accepted o The appeal court 
quashed the verdict. o He applied for ju- 
dicial review to quash the order. o A con- 
viction obtained by fraud or perjury by a 
witness will be quashed. 
quasi- /kweizat/ prefix partly o a qua- 
si-official body o a quasi-judicial investi- 
gation 
quasi-contract /,kweizat 
'kontrækt/ noun same as implied con- 
tract 
Queen’s Bench /,kwi:nz 'bentf dr 
,v13(9)n/ noun full form of QB 
Queen’s Bench Division /,kwi:nz 
‘bentf/ noun one of the main divisions 
of the High Court. Abbreviation QBD 
Queen’s Counsel / kwi:nz 
'kaunsəl/ noun a senior British barrister, 
appointed by the Lord Chancellor. Ab- 


breviation QC (NOTE: There are no new 
QCs being appointed currently as the 
need for the title QC and the system of 
appointment is currently under review.) 


Queen’s evidence = /,kwinz 
‘evid(9)ns/ noun o to turn Queen’s ev- 
idence to confess to a crime and then act 
as witness against the other criminals in- 
volved, in the hope of getting a lighter 
sentence 


Queen’s Proctor /,kwi:nz 'prokto/ 
noun a solicitor acting for the Crown in 
matrimonial and probate cases 


Queen’s Speech /,kwi:nz 'spi:tf/ 
noun a speech made by the Queen at the 
opening of a session of Parliament, 
which outlines the government’s plans 
for legislation 
COMMENT: The Queen’s Speech is not 
written by the Queen herself, but by 
her ministers, and she is not responsi- 
ble for what is in the speech. 
question /'kwestf(a)n/ noun 1. a sen- 
tence which needs an answer o Counsel 
asked the witness questions about his 
bank accounts. o Counsel for the prose- 
cution put three questions to the police 
inspector. o The managing director re- 
fused to answer questions about redun- 
dancies. o The market research team pre- 
pared a series of questions to test the 
public’s attitude to problems of law and 
order. 2. a problem o He raised the ques- 
tion of the cost of the lawsuit. o The main 
question is that of time. o The tribunal 
discussed the question of redundancy 
payments. = verb 1. to ask questions o 
The police questioned the accounts staff 
for four hours. o She questioned the 
chairman about the company’s invest- 
ment policy. 2. to query or to suggest that 
something may be wrong o Counsel 
questioned the reliability of the witness’ 
evidence. o The accused questioned the 
result of the breathalyser test. 


questioning /‘kwestf(9)nm/ noun 
the action of asking someone questions o 
The man was taken to the police station 
for questioning. o During questioning by 
the police, she confessed to the crime. o 
The witness became confused during 
questioning by counsel for the prosecu- 
tion. 
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q.v. 


questionnaire /,kwestfa'neo/ noun 
a printed list of questions given to people 
to answer 


question of fact /,kwestf(o)n ov 
'feekt/ noun a fact relevant to a case 
which is tried at court 


question of law /,kwest f(a)n ov 'lo:/ 
noun the law relevant to a case which is 
tried at court 

question of privilege /,kwestf(o)n 
av 'privilid3/ noun a matter which re- 
fers to the House or a member of it 


Question Time /‘kwestf(o)n tarm/ 
noun the period in the House of Com- 
mons when Members of Parliament can 
put questions to ministers about the work 
of their departments 


quickie /‘kwiki/, quickie divorce 
/,kwiki di'vors/ noun a divorce which is 
processed rapidly through the court by 
use of the special procedure 

quid pro quo /,kwid prəu 'kwou/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘one 
thing for another’: action done in return 
for something done or promised 

quiet enjoyment / kwart in 
'dzormont/ noun the right of an occupi- 
er to occupy property peacefully under a 
tenancy without the landlord or anyone 
else interfering with that right 

quit /kwit/ verb to leave rented accom- 
modation 


quo » quid pro quo, status quo 


quorate /'kworreit/ adjective having a 
quorum o The resolution was invalid be- 
cause the shareholders’ meeting was not 
quorate. ù inquorate 

quorum /'kwo:rem/ noun the mini- 
mum number of people who have to be 
present at a meeting to make it valid o to 
have a quorum to have enough people 
present for a meeting to go ahead o Do 
we have a quorum? o The meeting was 
adjourned since there was no quorum. 
quota system /'kwəvtə ,sistom/ 
noun a system where imports, exports or 
supplies are regulated by fixing maxi- 
mum amounts 

quotation /kwou'terf(9)n/ noun o 
quotation on the Stock Exchange, 
Stock Exchange quotation listing of the 
price of a share on the Stock Exchange o 
the company is going for a quotation 
on the Stock Exchange the company 
has applied to the Stock Exchange to 
have its shares listed 

quote /kwout/ verb to repeat a refer- 
ence number o In reply please quote this 
number: PC 1234. 

quoted company = _/,kwavtid 
‘kamp(a)ni/ noun a company whose 
shares are listed on the Stock Exchange 
quo warranto /kwou 'werontau/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘by what 
authority’: action which questions the 
authority of someone 

q.v., quod vide phrase a Latin phrase 
meaning ‘which see’ 


R 


R abbreviation Regina or Rex (NOTE: 
used in reports of cases where the 
Crown is a party: R. v. Smith Ltd) 

race /reis/ noun a group of people with 
distinct physical characteristics or cul- 
ture who are considered to be different 
from other groups 

race relations /,rets rr'le1f(a)nz/ plu- 
ral noun the relationships between dif- 
ferent racial groups in a country 

racial /'re1f(9)l/ adjective referring to 
race 

racial discrimination /,re1f(o)l dis 
ikrimti'netf(9)n/ noun unfair treatment 
of someone because of their racial back- 
ground 

racial hatred /,re1f(9)l 'hertrid/ noun 
a violent dislike of someone because of 
their racial background 

racial prejudice /,retf(a)l 
‘pred3udis/ noun an unreasonably hos- 
tile attitude towards someone because of 
their racial background 

racial profiling /,re1J(o)I 'provfarlıy/ 
noun the alleged policy of some police 
officers to stop and question members of 
some ethnic groups more than others 
without reasonable cause 

racial segregation /,retf(a)l ,segri 
'ge1f(ə)n/ noun a policy of keeping peo- 
ple of different races separate in society, 
especially in such areas as education, 
housing, transport or leisure activities 
racism /'rersız(ə)m/, racialism 
/'rerf(a)liz(a)m/ noun a belief in racist 
ideas or actions based on racist ideas o 
The minority groups have accused the 
council of racism in their allocation of 
council houses. 

racist /'reisist/, racialist /‘re1f(a)list/ 
adjective believing that people from oth- 
er racial groups are different and should 


receive different and usually inferior 
treatment m noun somebody with racist 
ideas 
racket /'rækıt/ noun an illegal business 
which makes a lot of money by fraud o 
He runs a cheap ticket racket. ù protec- 
tion 
racketeer /,reki'tia/ noun somebody 
who runs a racket 
racketeering /,reki'tiori/ noun the 
activity of running an illegal racket 
rack rent /'ræk rent/ noun 1. full year- 
ly rent of a property let on a normal lease 
2. a very high rent 
raid /retd/ noun a sudden attack or 
search o Six people were arrested in the 
police raid on the club. m verb to make a 
sudden attack or search o The police 
have raided several houses in the town. o 
Drugs were found when the police raided 
the club. 
raison d’état /rerzon der'tæ/ noun 
the reason for a political action, which 
says that an action is justified because it 
is for the common good 
COMMENT: Raison d’état is open to 
criticism because it can be used to jus- 
tify acts such as the abolition of individ- 
ual rights, if the general good of the 
people may seem to require it at the 
time. 
ransom /'ræns(ə)m/ noun money paid 
to abductors to get back someone who 
has been abducted o The daughter of the 
banker was held by kidnappers who 
asked for a ransom of £1m. o to hold 
someone to ransom to keep someone 
secretly until a ransom is paid m verb to 
pay money so that someone is released o 
She was ransomed by her family. 
ransom note /'rzns(a)m nout/ noun 
a message sent by kidnappers asking for 
a ransom to be paid 


real 


rap /rep/ noun a criminal charge 
brought against somebody 

rape /rerp/ noun the notifiable offence 
of forcing a person to have sexual inter- 
course without their consent o He was 
brought to court and charged with rape. 
o The incidence of cases of rape has in- 
creased over the last years. m verb to 
force a person to have sexual intercourse 
without their consent 

rapporteur /,rzepo:'ts:/ noun one of 
the judges in the European Court of Jus- 
tice who is assigned to a particular case 
and whose job it is to examine the written 
applications and the defence to them, and 
then prepare a report on the case before 
the court starts oral hearings 
rapprochement /re'profmpp/ 
French word meaning ‘coming closer’, 
used to refer to a situation where two par- 
ties reach an understanding after a period 
of tension o Political commentators have 
noted the rapprochement which has been 
taking place since the old president died. 
rata /'ra:to/ abbreviation pro rata (see) 
rate /reit/ verb o to rate someone high- 
ly to value someone, to think someone is 
very good 

rateable value / rertəb(ə)l 'veelju:/ 
noun the value of a property as a basis 
for calculating local taxes 

rate of inflation /,reit ov in 
'fle1f(a)n/ noun a percentage increase in 
prices over the period of one year 

rate of return /,reit ov ri'ts:n/ noun 
the amount of interest or dividend which 
comes from an investment, shown as a 
percentage of the money invested 

rates /reits/ plural noun local tax on 
property 

ratification /,retifi1'ke1f(a)n/ noun 
official approval of something which 
then becomes legally binding 

ratify /'rætıfar/ verb to approve offi- 
cially something which has already been 
agreed o The treaty was ratified by Con- 
gress. o The agreement has to be ratified 
by the board. o Although the directors 
had acted without due authority, the 
company ratified their actions. 

ratio decidendi /,etisu dersr 
‘dendi/ phrase a Latin phrase meaning 
‘reason for deciding’: main part of a 


court judgment setting out the legal prin- 
ciples applicable to the case and forming 
the binding part of the judgment to which 
other courts must pay regard. ù obiter 
dicta 


ratio legis /,rztisu 'led3Is/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘reason of the 
law’: the principle behind a law 


RCJ abbreviation Royal Courts of Jus- 
tice 

re /ri:/ preposition about, concerning, or 
referring to o re your inquiry of May 29th 
o re: Smith’s memorandum of yesterday 
o re: the agenda for the AGM nin re con- 
cerning, in the case of o in re Jones & 
Co. Ltd) res 


re- /ri:/ prefix again 
rea » mens rea 


reading /'ri:dm/ noun 1. o First 
Reading, Second Reading, Third 
Reading the three stages of discussion of 
a Bill in Parliament 2. (in the EU) an ex- 
amination in detail of proposed legisla- 
tion by the European Parliament 


COMMENT: First Reading is the formal 
presentation of the Bill when the title is 
read to MPs; Second Reading is the 
stage when MPs have printed copies 
of the Bill and it is explained by the 
Minister proposing it, there is a debate 
and a vote is taken; the Bill is then dis- 
cussed in Committee and at the Re- 
port Stage; Third Reading is the final 
discussion of the Bill in the whole 
House of Commons or House of 
Lords. European legislation is placed 
before the European Parliament for 
discussion. This is the First Reading, 
and can be decided by a simple major- 
ity in the Parliament. If the Council of 
the European Union sets out a com- 
mon position on proposed legislation 
and communicates this to Parliament, 
Parliament will consider the proposal 
and may approve it by an absolute ma- 
jority of its members. 


ready money /,redi 'mani/ noun 
money which is immediately available 


real /riol/ adjective 1. not imitation o 
His case is made of real leather or he has 
a real leather case. o in real terms actu- 
ally or really o Sales have gone up by 3% 
but with inflation running at 5% that is a 


fall in real terms. 2. referring to things as 


opposed to persons 3. referring to land, 
especially freehold land 


real estate 


real estate /'rial 1,stert/ noun land or 
buildings considered from a legal point 
of view 


real income /,rral 'Inkam/ noun in- 
come which is available for spending af- 
ter tax and any other deductions have 
been made 

realisation / rialar'ze1f(a)n/, realiza- 
tion noun the process of making some- 
thing happen o the realization of a 
project putting a plan into action 
realisation of assets 
/rialaizetf(a)n əv 'æsets/ plural noun 
selling of assets for money 


realise /'riolaiz/, realize verb 1. to 
make something become real o to real- 
ize a project, a plan to put a project ora 
plan into action 2. to sell something to 
produce money o to realise property or 
assets o The sale realised £100,000. 


realizable assets /,rislaizob(9)l 
'æsets/ plural noun assets which can be 
sold for money 


realpolitik /ret'a:lpplitik/ noun a 
German word meaning ‘politics based on 
real and practical factors and not on mor- 
al ideas’ 

real-time system ‘rial tarım 
,sIstoam/ noun a computer system where 
data is inputted directly into the compu- 
ter which automatically processes it to 
produce information which can be used 
immediately 

realty /‘rialti/ noun property, real estate 
or legal rights to land 

reasonable /'ri:z(a)nob(a)I/ adjective 
fair and sensible o The magistrates were 
very reasonable when she explained that 
the driving licence was necessary for her 
work. o beyond reasonable doubt al- 
most certain proof needed to convict a 
person in a criminal case o The prosecu- 
tion in a criminal case has to establish 
beyond reasonable doubt that the ac- 
cused committed the crime. o no reason- 
able offer refused we will accept any of- 
fer which is not too low 

reasonable financial provision 
/,rirz(a)nab(a)l far nænfəl prə 
'vı3(ə)n/ noun a provision which rela- 
tives and dependants of a deceased per- 
son may ask a court to provide in cases 
where the deceased died intestate, or 


where no provision was made for them 
under the will. Abbreviation rfp 


reasonable force /ri:z(ə)nəb(ə)l 
'fors/ noun the least amount of force 
needed to do something o The police 
were instructed to use reasonable force 
in dealing with the riot. 

reasonable man /ri:z(9)nab(o)l 
mæn/ noun an imaginary person with 
average judgment and intelligence, who 
is used as a reference point for usually 
expected standards of social behaviour 


reasoned /'ri:z(a)nd/ adjective care- 
fully thought out and explained 


rebate /'ri:bert/ noun money returned 


rebel /'reb(a)l/ noun somebody who 
fights against the government or against 
people in authority o Anti-government 
rebels have taken six towns. o Rebel 
councillors forced a vote. m verb to fight 
against authority o Some teachers have 
threatened to rebel against the new pro- 
cedures. o It’s natural for teenagers to 
rebel but this has got out of hand. (NOTE: 
rebelling — rebelled) 

rebut /r1'bat/ verb to contradict or to go 
against o He attempted to rebut the as- 
sertions made by the prosecution wit- 
ness. (NOTE: rebutting — rebutted) 
rebuttable /ri'batob(a)ll/ adjective 
being able to be rebutted 

rebuttal /r1'bat(9)l/ noun the act of re- 
butting 

recall noun /ri'kou/ a request for some- 
one to come back again m verb 1. /ri: 
'kou/ to ask someone to come back o 
MPs are asking for Parliament to be re- 
called to debate the financial crisis. o 
The witness was recalled to the witness 
box. 2. /r1'ko:ul/ to remember o The wit- 
ness could not recall having seen the pa- 
pers. 

recd abbreviation received 

receipt /ri'si:t/ verb to stamp or sign 
something such as a document to show 
that it has been received or an invoice to 
show that it has been paid 

receipt book /ri'si:t buk/ noun a 
book of blank receipts to be filled in 
when purchases are made 

receipt in due form /r1,si:t 1n dju: 
'form/ noun a correctly written receipt 


249 


recklessly 


receipts /ri'si:ts/ plural noun money 
taken in sales o to itemise receipts and 
expenditure o Receipts are down against 
the same period of last year. 
receivable /ri'si:vab(a)l/ adjective 
being able to be received 

receivables /ri'si:vab(a)lz/ plural 
noun money which is owed to a compa- 
ny 

receive /ri'si:v/ verb o to receive sto- 
len goods crime of taking in and dispos- 
ing of property which you know to be 
stolen 

receiver /ri'si:va/ noun 1. somebody 
who receives something 2. somebody 
who receives stolen goods and disposes 
of them 

receiver of wrecks /ri,si:vor ov 
'reks/ noun an official of the Depart- 
ment of Trade who deals with legal prob- 
lems of wrecked ships within his or her 
area 

receivership /ri'si:vafrp/ noun ad- 
ministration of a company by a receiver 
o the company went into receivership 
the company was put into the hands of a 
receiver 

receiving /ri'si:vin/ noun the act of 
taking something which has been deliv- 
ered o receiving stolen property the 
crime of taking in and disposing of goods 
which are known to be stolen 
receiving clerk /ri'si:vin kla:k/ 
noun an official who works in a receiv- 
ing office 

receiving department /ri'si:vin di 
,paitmont/ noun the section of a com- 
pany which deals with goods or pay- 
ments which are received by the compa- 
ny 

receiving office /ri'si:vin _,vfts/ 
noun an office where goods or payments 
are received 

receiving order /ri'si:viy ,o:do/ 
noun a court order made placing the Of- 
ficial Receiver in charge of a person’s as- 
sets before a bankruptcy order is made 
receiving party /ri,sitvi 'parti/ 
noun a party who is entitled to be paid 
costs (NOTE: The other party is the pay- 
ing party.) 

recess /ri'ses/ noun 1. a period when 
the court does not meet, but is not for- 


mally adjourned 2. a period when an of- 
ficial body is not sitting o The last meet- 
ing before the summer recess will be on 
23rd July. m verb not to meet, but without 
formally adjourning o The Senate re- 
cessed at the end of the afternoon. 


recidivist /r1'stdivist/ noun a criminal 
who commits a crime again 
reciprocal /rr'sıprək(ə)l/ adjective 
according to an arrangement by which 
each party involved agrees to benefit the 
other in the same way 
reciprocal holdings /rı,sıprək(ə)l 
‘houldinz/ plural noun situation where 
two companies own shares in each other 
to prevent takeover bids 
reciprocal trade = /ri,siprak(a)l 
'trerd/ noun trade between two coun- 
tries 
reciprocal wills /ri'stprak(9)l wilz/ 
plural noun wills where two people, usu- 
ally husband and wife, leave their prop- 
erty to each other 
reciprocate /ri'stprakert/ verb to do 
the same thing to someone as he or she 
has just done to you o They offered us an 
exclusive agency for their cars and we 
reciprocated with an offer of the agency 
for our buses. 
reciprocity /,resi'prpsiti/ noun an ar- 
rangement which applies from one party 
to another and vice versa 
recitals /ri'sait(9)lz/ plural noun in- 
troduction to a deed or conveyance 
which sets out the main purpose and the 
parties to it 
reckless /'reklas/ adjective taking a 
risk knowing that the action may be dan- 
gerous 
COMMENT: Causing death by reckless 
driving is a notifiable offence. 
reckless driving /,reklos 'dratvin/ 
noun the offence of driving a vehicle in 
such a way that it may cause damage to 
property or injure people, where the driv- 
er is unaware of causing a risk to other 
people 
recklessly /'reklasli/ adverb taking 
risks and being unaware of the likely ef- 
fect on other people o The company reck- 
lessly spent millions of pounds on a new 
factory. o He was accused of driving 
recklessly. 


recklessness 


recklessness /'reklasnas/ noun the 
act of taking risks 

reclaim /ri'kletm/ verb to claim back 
money which has been paid earlier 
recognise /‘rekog,naiz/, recognize 
verb 1. to know someone or something 
because you have seen or heard them be- 
fore o She recognised the man who at- 
tacked her. o I recognised his voice be- 
fore he said who he was. o Do you recog- 
nise the handwriting on the letter? 2. to 
approve something as being legal o to 
recognize a government to say that a 
government which has taken power in a 
foreign country is the legal government 
of that country o the prisoner refused to 
recognize the jurisdiction of the court 
the prisoner said that he or she did not 
believe that the court had the legal right 
to try them 

recognised agent /,rekognaizd 
'erd3ənt/ noun an agent who is ap- 
proved by the company for which he or 
she acts 

recognizance /ri'kpgniz(9)ns/ noun 
an obligation undertaken by someone to 
a court that he, she or someone else will 
appear in the court at a later date to an- 
swer charges, or if not, will pay a penalty 
o He was bound over on his own recog- 
nizance of £4,000. o release on recogni- 
zance US the release of an accused per- 
son, provided that he or she promises to 
come back to court when asked to do so 
recommendation /rekomen 
'de1f(a)n/ noun a piece of advice about 
how something should be done o He was 
sentenced to life imprisonment, with a 
recommendation that he should serve at 
least twenty years. o He was released on 
the recommendation of the Parole Board 
or on the Parole Board’s recommenda- 
tion. 

recommendations /rekomen 
'derf(ə)nz/ noun a decision of the Euro- 
pean Community which is not legally 
binding 

recommittal /,ri:ka'mit(a)l/ noun US 
the act of sending a bill back to a com- 
mittee for further discussion 

reconcile /'rekansail/ verb to make 
two accounts or statements agree o to 
reconcile one account with another o to 
reconcile the accounts 


reconciliation = /,rekonsili'e1f(9)n/ 
noun the act of making two accounts, 
parties or statements agree 
reconciliation statement 
/rekonsili'erf(a)n ,stertmont/ noun a 
statement which explains why two ac- 
counts do not agree 

reconsider /,ri:kon'sido/ verb to 
think again o The applicant asked the 
committee to reconsider its decision to 
refuse the application. o motion to re- 
consider a vote US motion at the end of 
a discussion of any bill, but especially 
one passed with a close vote, so that a 
second vote has to be taken to settle the 
matter 

reconstruction of a crime /,ri:kon 
‘strakfon ov er krarm/ noun the use of 
people to act a crime again in order to try 
to get witnesses to remember details of it 
reconsultation /ri: konsal'te1f(a)n/ 
noun the act of consulting again, as when 
the Council of the European Union looks 
again at proposed legislation, taking into 
account objections raised by the Europe- 
an Parliament 

reconvict /,ri:kon'vikt/ verb to con- 
vict someone again who has previously 
been convicted of a crime 
reconviction /,ri:kon'vikf(a)n/ noun 
the conviction of someone who has been 
previously convicted of a crime o The re- 
conviction rate is rising. 

record noun /'reko:d/ 1. a report of 
something which has happened, espe- 
cially an official transcript of a court ac- 
tion o The chairman signed the minutes 
as a true record of the last meeting. o a 
matter of record something which has 
been written down and can be confirmed 
o for the record, to keep the record 
straight to note something which has 
been done o on record (fact) which has 
been noted o The chairman is on record 
as saying that profits are set to rise. 2. a 
description of what has happened in the 
past o the clerk’s record of service or 
service record o The company’s record 
in industrial relations. 3. a result which 
is better or higher than anything before o 
record crime figures, record losses, 
record profits crime figures, losses or 
profits which are higher than ever before 
a verb /r1'ko:d/ to note or to report o The 
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company has recorded another year of 
increased sales. o Your complaint has 
been recorded and will be investigated. o 
The court recorded a plea of not guilty. o 
The coroner recorded a verdict of death 
by misadventure. 

recorded delivery /ri,ko:did dı 
'Irv(a)ri/ noun a mail service where the 
letters are signed for by the person re- 
ceiving them 

recorder /ri'ko:da/ noun a part-time 
judge of the Crown Court 

Recorder of London /ri,ko:da ov 
‘landon/ noun the chief judge of the 
Central Criminal Court 

records /'reko:dz/ plural noun docu- 
ments which give information o The 
names of customers are kept in the com- 
pany’s records. o We find from our 
records that our invoice number 1234 
has not been paid. 

recours » sans recours 


recourse /r1'ko:s/ noun o to decide to 
have recourse to the courts to decide in 
the end to start legal proceedings 
recover /ri'kavo/ verb 1. to get back 
something which has been lost o to re- 
cover damages from the driver of the car 
o to start a court action to recover prop- 
erty o He never recovered his money. o 
The initial investment was never recov- 
ered. 2. to get better or to rise o The mar- 
ket has not recovered from the rise in oil 
prices. o The stock market fell in the 
morning, but recovered during the after- 
noon. 

recoverable /ri'kav(a)rab(9)I/ adjec- 
tive being possible to get back 
recovery /ri'kav(a)ri/ noun 1. the 
process of getting back something which 
has been lost or stolen o to start an ac- 
tion for recovery of property o We are 
aiming for the complete recovery of the 
money invested. 2. the movement up- 
wards of shares or of the economy o the 
recovery of the economy after a reces- 
sion o The economy showed signs of a re- 
covery. 

rectification /,rektif1'ke1f(a)n/ noun 
the process of making changes to a doc- 
ument or register to make it correct 
rectify /‘rektt,fat/ verb 1. to make 
changes to a document to make it correct 


o The court rectified its mistake. 2. to 
make something correct 

recusal /ri'kju:z(a)l/ noun the dis- 
qualification of a judge or jury because 
of bias 

red bag /,red 'bzeg/ noun the bag in 
which a barrister carries his or her gown, 
given them by a QC. ù blue bag 

red box /,red 'boks/ noun a large 
briefcase covered in red leather in which 
government papers are delivered to min- 
isters 

redeem /ri'di:m/ verb 1. to pay back 
all the principal and interest on a loan, a 
debt or a mortgage 2. o to redeem a 
bond to sell a bond for cash 
redeemable /rr'di:iməb(ə)l/ adjective 
being possible to sell for cash 
redeemable preference shares 
/r1,dizmab(a)l 'pref(a)rans feəs/ plural 
noun preference shares which the com- 
pany may buy back from the shareholder 
for cash 

redemption /ri'dempfan/ noun 1. the 
repayment of a loan o redemption be- 
fore due date paying back a loan before 
the date when repayment is due 2. the re- 
payment of a debt or a mortgage 
redemption date /ri'dempfon det/ 
noun the date on which a loan, etc., is 
due to be repaid 

redemption value  /ri'dempfon 
\veelju:/ noun the value of a security 
when redeemed 

red tape /,red 'terp/ noun 1. a red rib- 
bon used to tie up a pile of legal docu- 
ments o The application has been held 
up by red tape. 2. unhelpful rules which 
slow down administrative work 
reduced /ri'dju:st/ adjective lower o 
He received a reduced sentence on ap- 
peal. 

redundancy /ri'dandonsi/ noun a 
state where someone is no longer em- 
ployed, because the job being done is no 
longer needed 

redundancy payment /ri'dandonsi 
,peimont/ noun a payment made to an 
employee to compensate for losing his or 
her job 

redundant /ri'dandont/ adjective 1. 
more than is needed 2. useless 3. some- 
thing which is no longer needed o a re- 
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dundant clause in a contract o This law 
is now redundant. o The new legislation 
has made clause 6 redundant. 4. o to 
make someone redundant to decide 
that an employee is not needed any more 
redundant staff /ri,dandont 'sta:f/ 
noun staff who have lost their jobs be- 
cause they are not needed any more 
re-entry / ri: 'entri/ noun the act of go- 
ing back into a property 
re-examination /ri: = 1g,zem1 
'nerfən/ noun the activity of asking a 
witness more questions after cross-ex- 
amination by counsel for the other party 
re-examine /,riig'zemin/ verb (of a 
barrister) to ask his or her own witness 
more questions after the witness has 
been cross-examined by counsel for the 
other party 

refer /ri'fs:/ verb 1. to mention, deal 
with or write about something o refer- 
ring to the court order dated June 4th o 
We refer to your letter of May 26th. o He 
referred to an article which he had seen 
in ‘The Times’. n the schedule before 
referred to the schedule which has been 
mentioned earlier 2. to pass a problem on 
to someone else to decide o to refer a 
question to a committee o We have re- 
ferred your complaint to the tribunal. 3. 
a the bank referred the cheque to 
drawer the bank returned the cheque to 
person who wrote it because there was 
not enough money in the account to pay 
it o ‘refer to drawer’ words written on a 
cheque which a bank refuses to pay 4. (in 
the EU) to pass a case to the ECJ for a 
ruling (NOTE: referring — referred) 
referee /,refa'ri:/ noun 1. somebody 
who can give a report on someone’s 
character, ability or speed of work, etc. o 
to give someone’s name as referee o She 
gave the name of her boss as a referee. o 
When applying please give the names of 
three referees. 2. somebody to whom a 
problem is passed for a decision o The 
question of maintenance payments is 
with a court-appointed referee. 
reference /'ref(9)rans/ noun 1. the act 
of passing a problem to a someone for 
his or her opinion 2. a comment that 
mentions someone or something o with 
reference to your letter of May 25th o 
with reference to used to introduce 


something that will be talked or written 
about o with reference to your letter of 
18th August 3. the numbers or letters giv- 
en to a document which make it possible 
to find it after it has been filed o our ref- 
erence: SJ/JA 134 o Thank you for your 
letter (reference MA 25.2). o Please 
quote this reference in all correspond- 
ence. o When replying please quote ref- 
erence GS/km 264. 4. a written report on 
someone’s character, ability, etc. o to 
write someone a reference or to give 
someone a reference o to ask applicants 
to supply references o to ask a company 
for trade references, for bank refer- 
ences to ask for reports from traders or a 
bank on the company’s financial status 
and reputation 5. o to hear a reference 
(of the ECJ) to discuss a legal point 
which has been referred to them o to 
make a reference (of a national court) 
to ask the ECJ to decide on a legal point. 
ù preliminary reference 6. somebody 
who reports on someone’s character, 
ability, etc. o to give someone’s name as 
reference o Please use me as a reference 
if you wish. 


referral /ri'fsiral/ noun 1. the act of 
passing a problem on to someone else for 
a decision o the referral of the case to the 
planning committee 2. (in the EU) the 
action of referring a case to the ECJ 


reflag /ri:'flæg/ verb to register a ship 
in a different country, giving it the right 
to fly a different flag 


reform /ri'foim/ noun a change made 
to something to make it better o They 
have signed an appeal for the reform of 
the remand system. o The reform in the 
legislation was intended to make the 
court procedure more straightforward. m 
verb to change something to make it bet- 
ter o The group is pressing for the prison 
system to be reformed. o The prisoner 
has committed so many crimes of vio- 
lence that he will never be reformed. 


refrain /ri'fremn/ verb o to refrain 
from something to agree not to do 
something which you were doing previ- 
ously o He was asked to give an under- 
taking to refrain from political activity. 


refresher /ri'freJa/ noun a fee paid to 
counsel for the second and subsequent 
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days of a hearing o Counsel’s brief fee 
was £1,000 with refreshers of £250. 
regard /r1'ga:d/ noun o having regard 
to, as regards, regarding concerning a 
particular subject o having regard to the 
opinion of the European Parliament o 
Regarding the second of the accused, the 
jury was unable to reach a majority ver- 
dict. 

regarding /ri'ga:din/ preposition 
concerning a particular subject o I wrote 
last week regarding my appointment. 


regardless /ri'ga:dlas/ adverb o re- 
gardless of without concerning o Such 
conduct constitutes contempt of court re- 
gardless of intent. o The court takes a se- 
rious view of such crimes, regardless of 
the age of the accused. 

regime /re1'3i:m/ noun (sometimes as 
criticism) 1. a type of government o Un- 
der a military regime, civil liberties may 
be severely curtailed. 2. a period of rule 
o Life was better under the previous re- 
gime. 

Regina /r1'dzatna/ Latin word mean- 
ing ‘the Queen’: the Crown or state, as a 
party in legal proceedings (NOTE: In writ- 
ten reports, usually abbreviated to R: 
the case of R. v. Smith.) 


register /‘red31sto/ noun an official 
list o to enter something in a register o to 
keep a register up to date m verb to write 
something in an official list or record o to 
register a company © to register a sale o 
to register a property o to register a 
trademark o to register a marriage or a 
death 

registered /‘red31stod/ adjective hav- 
ing been noted on an official list o a com- 
pany’s registered office the address of a 
company which is officially registered 
with the Registrar of Companies and to 
which specific legal documents must 
normally be sent 

registered company /,red3istod 
'kamp(9)ni/ noun a company which has 
been properly formed and incorporated 
registered land /‘red3istod lend/ 
noun land which has been registered 
with the land registry 

registered letter /,red3istod 'letə/, 
registered parcel /red3istod 
‘pa:s(a)l/ noun a letter or parcel which is 


noted by the post office before it is sent, 
so that compensation can be claimed if it 
is lost o to send documents by registered 
mail or registered post 

registered office /,red31stod 'pfts/ 
noun in Britain, the office address of a 
company which is officially registered 
with the Companies’ Registrar and to 
which legal documents must normally be 
sent 

registered trade mark /,red31stod 
'trerd ,ma:k/ noun a name, design or 
other feature which identifies a commer- 
cial product, has been registered by the 
maker and cannot be used by other mak- 
ers o You cannot call your beds 
‘Softn’kumfi’ — it is a registered trade- 
mark. 

registered user /,red3istod 'ju:zə/ 
noun a person or company which has 
been officially given a licence to use a 
registered trademark 

register of charges /,redzista ov 
'tfard31z/ noun an index of charges af- 
fecting land 

register of debentures /,red3ista 
av di'bentjuaz/ noun a list of deben- 
tures over a company’s assets 

register of directors /,red3Isto ov 
dar'rektoz/ noun an official list of the 
directors of a company which has to be 
sent to the Registrar of Companies 
register of electors /,red3istar ov I 
‘lektaz/ noun an official list of names 
and addresses of people living in a spe- 
cific area who are eligible to vote in local 
or national elections 

Register Office /,red3isto 'pf1s/ 
noun a local office where records of 
births, marriages and deaths are kept and 
where civil marriages can be performed 
register of members /,red3isto ov 
'membəs/ noun a list of shareholders in 
a company with their addresses 
registrar /,red31'stra:/ noun 1. some- 
body who keeps official records 2. an of- 
ficial of a court who can hear preliminary 
arguments in civil cases 3. the head of 
the registry of the European Court of Jus- 
tice, who is the manager of the court and 
maintains the files of all pleadings 
Registrar-General /red3istrat 
'dzen(a)ral/ noun an official who is re- 
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sponsible for the process of registering 
all births, marriages and deaths 
Registrar of Companies 
/red3istra: ov 'kamp(a)niz/ noun an 
official who keeps a record of all incor- 
porated companies, the details of their 
directors and financial state 

registrar of trademarks 
/red3istra: əv ,treid'marks/ noun an 
official who keeps a record of all trade- 
marks 

registration /,red3r'stre1f(9)n/ noun 
the act of having something noted on an 
official list o registration of a trademark 
or of a share transaction 

registration fee /,redzr'strerf(o)n 
fi:/ noun 1. money paid to have some- 
thing registered 2. money paid to attend 
a conference 

registration number = /,red31 
'strerf(a)n ,nambə/ noun an official 
number of something which has been 
registered such as a car 

registry /‘red3istri/ noun 1. a place 
where official records are kept 2. the reg- 
istering of a ship 3. (in the EU) an office 
which administers the ECJ 

regulate /'regjulert/ verb 1. to adjust 
something so that it works well or is cor- 
rect 2. to change or maintain something 
by law o prices are regulated by supply 
and demand prices are increased or low- 
ered according to supply and demand 
regulation /,regju'le1f(9)n/ noun the 
act of making sure that something will 
work well o The regulation of trading 
practices. 

regulations /,regju'letf(a)nz/ plural 
noun 1. rules made by ministers, which 
then have to be submitted to Parliament 
for approval o the new government regu- 
lations on standards for electrical goods 
o safety regulations which apply to plac- 
es of work o regulations concerning im- 
ports and exports 2. rules laid down by 
the Council or Commission of the Euro- 
pean Communities, according to the Eu- 
ropean Union treaties, which are binding 
on all Member States of the EU without 
any implementing legislation being 
passed. Compare directive 


COMMENT: Regulations are binding on 
people in general as citizens of Mem- 
ber States of the EU; they have a di- 


rect effect on all Member States and 
on all citizens of Member States. 
regulatory /'regjulot(a)ri/ adjective 
making something work according to 
law o The independent radio and televi- 
sion companies are supervised by a reg- 
ulatory body. o Complaints are referred 
to several regulatory bodies. 
rehabilitate /,ri:o'bilitert/ verb to 
help a criminal become a responsible 
member of society again 
rehabilitation / rirabilr'terf(a)n/ 
noun the process of making someone fit 
to be a member of society again o reha- 
bilitation of offenders the principle 
whereby a person convicted of a crime 
and being of good character after a peri- 
od of time is treated as if he or she had 
not had a conviction 
COMMENT: By the Rehabilitation of Of- 
fenders Act, 1974, a person who is 
convicted of an offence, and then 
spends a period of time without com- 
mitting any other offence, is not re- 
quired to reveal that he has a previous 
conviction. 
rehear /ri:'hea/ verb to hear a case 
again when the first hearing was in some 
way invalid 
rehearing /ri:'heartm/ noun the hear- 
ing of a case again 
reinsurance /,ri:1n' fuərəns/ noun in- 
surance where a second insurer (the rein- 
surer) agrees to cover part of the risk in- 
sured by the first insurer 
reject /ri'dzekt/ verb 1. to refuse to ac- 
cept something o The appeal was reject- 
ed by the House of Lords. o The magis- 
trate rejected a request from the defend- 
ant. o the company rejected the 
takeover bid the directors recommend- 
ed that the shareholders should not ac- 
cept the bid 2. to say that something is 
not satisfactory 
rejection /ri'd3ekJan/ noun a refusal 
to accept o the rejection of the defend- 
ant’s request o the rejection of the appeal 
by the tribunal 
rejoinder /r1'd3omdo/ noun formerly, 
a plea served in answer to a claimant’s 
reply 
related /ri'lertid/ adjective connected, 
linked, being of the same family o of- 
fences related to drugs or drug-related 


remedy 


offences o the law which relates to 
drunken driving 


related company /ri,lertid 
'‘kamp(9)ni/ noun a company which is 
partly owned by another company 


relation /r1'le1f(9)n/ noun 1. cin rela- 
tion to referring to or connected with o 
documents in relation to the case o the 
court’s powers in relation to children in 
care 2. a procedure by which, for legal 
purposes, an act is deemed to have been 
done at an earlier time than was actually 
the case m plural noun 1. relations links 
with other people or other groups. ù in- 
dustrial relations 2. o= to enter into re- 
lations with someone to start discussing 
a business deal with someone o to break 
off relations with someone to stop deal- 
ing with someone 


relation back /r1'le1f(9)n bæk/ noun 
the ability of the administrator of an es- 
tate to take action to recover funds which 
were removed from the estate in the in- 
terval between the death and the grant of 
administration 


relator /ri'leita/ noun a private person 
who suggests to the Attorney-General 
that proceedings should be brought, usu- 
ally against a public body 

release /ri'li:s/ noun 1. an act of set- 
ting someone free, or allowing someone 
to leave prison 2. the abandoning of 
rights by someone in favour of someone 
else m verb 1. to free someone or some- 
thing, or allow someone to leave prison o 
The president released the opposition 
leader from prison. o Customs released 
the goods against payment of a fine. o to 
release someone from a debt, from a 
contract to make someone no longer lia- 
ble for the debt or for the obligations un- 
der the contract 2. to make something 
public o The company released informa- 
tion about the new mine in Australia. o 
The government has refused to release 
figures for the number of unemployed 
women. 


release on licence /rili:s pn 
‘lats(a)ns/ noun permission to leave 
prison on parole o The appellant will be 
released on licence after eight months. 


relevance /'relov(s)ns/ noun a con- 
nection with a subject being discussed o 


Counsel argued with the judge over the 
relevance of the documents to the case. 
relevant /‘relav(a)nt/ adjective having 
to do with what is being discussed o The 
question is not relevant to the case. o 
Which is the relevant government de- 
partment? o Can you give me the rele- 
vant papers ? 

reliable /rr'larob(ə)l/ adjective being 
able to be trusted o He is a reliable wit- 
ness or the witness is completely reliable. 
o The police have reliable information 
about the gang’s movements. 

relief /r1'li:f/ noun a remedy sought by 
a claimant in a legal action o The relief 
the claimant sought was an injunction 
and damages. 

rem /rem/»in rem 


remainder /ri'memndo/ noun 1. some- 
thing left behind o The remainder of the 
stock will be sold off at half price. 2. 
what is left of an estate, or the right to an 
estate which will return to the owner at 
the end of a lease m verb o to remainder 
books to sell new books off cheaply 
remainderman /ri'memndamon/ 
noun somebody who receives the re- 
mainder of an estate 


remand /ri'maind/ noun the act of 
sending a prisoner away for a time when 
a case is adjourned to be heard at a later 
date m verb 1. to send a prisoner away to 
reappear later to answer a case which has 
been adjourned o he was remanded in 
custody, remanded on bail for two 
weeks he was sent to prison or allowed 
to go free on payment of bail while wait- 
ing to return to court two weeks later 2. 
US to send a case back to a lower court 
after a higher court has given an opinion 
on it 

remand centre /ri'ma:nd_,sento/ 
noun a special prison for keeping young 
persons who have been remanded in cus- 
tody 

remanded in custody /r1,ma:ndid 
in 'kastodi/ noun remanded to be kept 
in prison until the trial starts 

remedy /'remadi/ noun a way of re- 
pairing harm or damage suffered o The 
claimant is seeking remedy through the 
courts. m verb to help repair harm or 
damage 
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remission /ri'm1f(9)n/ noun the re- 
duction of a prison sentence o He was 
sentenced to five years, but should serve 
only three with remission. o She got six 
months’ remission for good behaviour. 


remit noun /‘ri:mit/ an area of respon- 
sibility given to someone o This depart- 
ment can do nothing on the case as it is 
not part of our remit or it is beyond our 
remit. m verb /ri'mit/ 1. to reduce a pris- 
on sentence 2. to send money o fo remit 
by cheque (NOTE: remitting — remitted) 
remittance /r1'mit(a)ns/ noun money 
that is sent o Please send remittances to 
the treasurer. o The family lives on a 
weekly remittance from their father in the 
USA. 

remote /ri'maut/ adjective too far to 
be connected o The court decided that 
the damage was too remote to be recov- 
erable by the claimant. 

remoteness /ri'moutnas/ noun the 
fact of not being connected or relevant to 
something o remoteness of damage le- 
gal principle that damage that is insuffi- 
ciently connected or foreseeable by a de- 
fendant should not make the defendant 
liable to the claimant 

render /'rendə/ verb 1. to provide 
something 2. to make someone or some- 
thing become something o Failure to ob- 
serve the conditions of bail renders the 
accused liable to arrest. o The state of 
health of the witness renders his appear- 
ance in court impossible. 3. to officially 
announce a judgment or verdict o The 
jury rendered a guilty verdict. 

renew /ri'nju:/ verb to grant something 
again so that it continues for a further pe- 
riod of time o to renew a bill of exchange 
or to renew a lease o to renew a sub- 
scription to pay a subscription for anoth- 
er year o to renew an insurance policy 
to pay the premium for another year’s in- 
surance 

renewal /rr'nju:əl/ noun the act of re- 
newing o renewal of a lease or of a sub- 
scription or of a bill o The lease is up for 
renewal next month. o When is the re- 
newal date of the bill? 

renewal notice /ri'nju:ol noutis/ 
noun a note sent by an insurance compa- 
ny asking the insured person to renew the 
insurance 


renewal premium /ri'njural 
\pri:miom/ noun a premium to be paid 
to renew an insurance 
renounce /ri'nauns/ verb to give up a 
right or a planned action o The govern- 
ment has renounced the use of force in 
dealing with international terrorists. 
rent /rent/ noun money paid, or occa- 
sionally a service provided, in return for 
using something such as an office, house, 
factory, car or piece of equipment for a 
period of time o high rent, low rent ex- 
pensive or cheap rent 
rent action /‘rent ,ækfən/ noun pro- 
ceedings to obtain payment of rent owing 
rental /‘rent(9)l/ noun money paid to 
use something such as an office, house, 
factory, car or piece of equipment for a 
period of time 
rental income /‘rent(s)l ,inkam/ 
noun income from letting property 
rent allowance /'rent 9,lavans/ noun 
a state subsidy paid to people who do not 
have enough income to pay their rents 
rental value /'rent(9)I ,velju:/ noun 
the full value of the rent for a property if 
it were charged at the current market 
rate, i.e. calculated between rent reviews 
rentcharge /'renttfaid3/ noun pay- 
ment of rental on freehold land 
COMMENT: Rare except in the case of 
covenants involving land. 
rent controls /‘rent kan,traulz/ plu- 
ral noun government regulation of rents 
charged by landlords 
rent review /‘rent r1,vju:/ noun an in- 
crease in rents which is carried out dur- 
ing the term of a lease. Most leases allow 
for rents to be reviewed every three or 
five years. 
rent tribunal /‘rent trar,bju:n(o)l/ 
noun a court which adjudicates in dis- 
putes about rents and awards fair rents 
renunciation /ri,nansi'e1f(a)n/ noun 
the act of giving up aright, especially the 
ownership of shares 
reoffend /,ri:o'fend/ verb to commit 
an offence again o He came out of prison 
and immediately reoffended. 
reoffender /,ri:o'fenda/ noun some- 
body who commits an offence again 
reopen /ri:'supon/ verb 1. to start in- 
vestigating a case again o After receiving 


repossess 


new evidence, the police have reopened 
the murder inquiry. 2. to start an activity 
such as a hearing or inquiry again o The 
hearing reopened on Monday afternoon. 
reorganisation /rit,o:gonal 
'zeif(a)n/, reorganization noun the ac- 
tion of organising a company in a differ- 
ent way. In the USA, a bankrupt compa- 
ny applies to be treated under Chapter 11 
to be protected from its creditors while it 
is being reorganised. (NOTE: In the USA, 
a bankrupt company applies to be 
treated under Chapter 11 to be protect- 
ed from its creditors while it is being re- 
organised.) 


repairer’s lien /ri'peoroz ,limn/ noun 
the right of someone who has been carry- 
ing out repairs to keep the goods until the 
repair bill has been paid (NOTE: You have 
a lien on an item.) 

repatriate /ri:'petriert/ verb to force 
someone to leave the country he or she is 
living in and go back to their country of 
birth 


repatriation /ri: pætri'erf(ə)n/ noun 
1. the act of forcing someone to return to 
their own country 2. the return of foreign 
investments, profits, etc., to the home 
country of their owner 
repeal /ri'pi:l/ noun the act of saying 
that a law is no longer valid o pressing 
for the repeal of the Immigration Act m 
verb to say officially that a law no longer 
has legal authority o The Bill seeks to re- 
peal the existing legislation. o Member 
States must repeal national legislation 
which conflicts with Community legisla- 
tion. 
COMMENT: Since the UK does not 
have a written constitution, all EC law 
has to be incorporated into UK law by 
acts of Parliament. Since no act of one 
parliament can be considered binding 
on another parliament, these acts can 
in theory be repealed by subsequent 
parliaments. No parliament can bind 
subsequent parliaments to the princi- 
ple of the supremacy of EC law. 
repeat /ri'pi:t/ verb o to repeat an of- 
fence to commit an offence again 
repetition /,rep1't1f(9)n/ noun the act 
of repeating something o Repetition of a 
libel is an offence. 
replevin /r1'plevin/ noun an action 
brought to obtain possession of goods 


which have been seized, by paying off a 
judgment debt 


reply /ri'plai/ noun 1. a written state- 
ment by a claimant in a civil case in an- 
swer to the defendant’s defence. The re- 
ply must be filed at the same time as the 
claimant files his allocation question- 
naire. 2. a speech by prosecution counsel 
or counsel for the claimant which an- 
swers claims made by the defence m verb 
1. to answer claims made by an opponent 
2. to give an opposing view in a discus- 
sion 

report /r1'po:t/ noun 1. a statement de- 
scribing what has happened or describ- 
ing a state of affairs o to make a report or 
to present a report or to send in a report 
o The court heard a report from the pro- 
bation officer. o The chairman has re- 
ceived a report from the insurance com- 
pany. o the company’s annual report, 
the chairman’s report, the directors’ 
report document sent each year by the 
chairman of a company or the directors 
to the shareholders, explaining what the 
company has done during the year o the 
treasurer’s report document from the 
honorary treasurer of a society to explain 
the financial state of the society to its 
members 2. o a report in a newspaper, 
a newspaper report article or news item 
3. an official document from a govern- 
ment committee o The government has 
issued a report on the problems of inner 
city violence. m verb to make a statement 
describing something o The probation 
officer reported on the progress of the 
two young criminals. o He reported the 
damage to the insurance company. o We 
asked the bank to report on his financial 
status. o reporting restrictions were 
lifted journalists were allowed to report 
details of the case 


reported case /r1,po:tid 'kers/ noun 
a case which has been reported in the 
Law Reports because of its importance 
as a precedent 

reporting restrictions /r1,po:tiy ri 
'strikf(9)ns/ plural noun restrictions on 
information about a case which can be 
reported in newspapers 

repossess /,ri:pa'zes/ verb to take 
back an item which someone is buying 
under a hire-purchase agreement or a 
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property which someone is buying under 
a mortgage because the purchaser cannot 
continue the repayments 


repossession /,ri:po'zef(a)n/ noun 
the act of repossessing something, such 
as taking possession of a mortgaged 
property where the purchaser cannot 
continue the mortgage repayments 


represent /,repri'zent/ verb 1. to state 
or to show o He was represented as a 
man of great honour. 2. to act on behalf 
of someone o The defendant is represent- 
ed by his solicitor. 


representation /,reprizen'te1f(9)n/ 
noun 1. a statement, especially a state- 
ment made to persuade someone to enter 
into a contract 2. o to make representa- 
tions to complain 3. the process of being 
represented by a solicitor o the appli- 
cant had no legal representation he had 
no lawyer to represent him in court 4. a 
system where the people of a country 
elect representatives to a Parliament 
which governs the country 


Representation of the People 
Act /,reprizenterf(a)n av da 'pirp(a)l 
,ekt/ noun an Act of Parliament which 
states how elections must be organised 


representative / repri'zentativ/ 
noun somebody who represents another 
person o The court heard the representa- 
tive of the insurance company. 


reprieve /ri'pri:v/ noun temporarily 
stopping the carrying out of a sentence or 
court order m verb to stop a sentence or 
order being carried out o He was sen- 
tenced to death but was reprieved by the 
president. 


reprimand /‘reprima:nd/ noun an of- 
ficial criticism o The police officer re- 
ceived an official reprimand after the in- 
quiry into the accident. m verb to criticise 
someone officially o He was reprimand- 
ed by the magistrate. 

reproduction / rirpra'dakf(e)n/ 
noun the process of making a copy of 
something o The reproduction of copy- 
right material without the permission of 
the copyright holder is banned by law. 
republication = /ri:,pabli'ke1f(9)n/ 
noun the action of publishing a will 
again 


republish /ri:'pablif/ verb to make an 
existing will valid again from the date of 
republication. This makes possessions 
acquired since the will was originally 
made fall within the dispositions of the 
will. 

repudiate /r1'pju:diert/ verb to refuse 
to accept o to repudiate an agreement, 
a contract to refuse to perform one’s ob- 
ligations under an agreement or contract 
repudiation /r1,pju:di'erf(a)n/ noun 
1. a refusal to accept 2. a refusal to per- 
form one’s obligations under an agree- 
ment or contract 

reputable /‘repjutab(a)l/ adjective 
with a good reputation o a reputable firm 
of accountants o We use only reputable 
carriers. 


reputation /,repju'te1f(9)n/ noun the 
opinion of someone or something held 
by other people o company with a repu- 
tation for quality o She has a reputation 
for being difficult to negotiate with. 
requesting state /ri'kwestrn stert/ 
noun a state which is seeking the extra- 
dition of someone from another state 


requisition /,rekwi'zif(9)n/ verb to 
take private property into the ownership 
of the state for the state to use o The army 
requisitioned all the trucks to carry sup- 
plies. 
requisition on title /rekwizif(o)n 
pn 'tart(ə)l/ noun a request to the ven- 
dor of a property for details of the title to 
the property 
res /rez/ noun a Latin word meaning 
‘thing’ or ‘matter’ 
resale price maintenance /ri:,serl 
'prars ,meimntonons/ noun a system 
where the price for an item is fixed by the 
manufacturer and the retailer is not al- 
lowed to sell it for a lower price. Abbre- 
viation RPM 
COMMENT: This system applies in the 
UK to certain products only, such as 
newspapers. 
rescind /ri'stnd/ verb to annul or to 
cancel o to rescind a contract or an 
agreement o The committee rescinded its 
earlier resolution on the use of council 
premises. 
rescission /r1's13(9)n/ noun 1. a can- 
cellation of a contract 2. US an item in an 


residuary devisee 


appropriation bill which cancels money 
previously appropriated but not spent 


rescue /'reskju:/ verb to save some- 

one from injury or death 
COMMENT: If a rescuer is injured while 
rescuing someone from danger 
caused by the defendant’s negligence, 
the defendant may be liable for dam- 
ages to the rescuer as well as to the 
person rescued. 

research institute /ri'saitf 

\Institjurt/ noun an organisation set up 

to do research 


reservation /,reza'verf(9)n/ noun the 
act of keeping something back o reser- 
vation of title clause clause in a contract 
whereby the seller provides that title to 
the goods does not pass to the buyer until 
the buyer has paid for them. » Romalpa 
clause 


reserve /ri'zs:v/ noun a supply of 
something that might be needed in future 
o in reserve kept to be used at a later date 
m verb 1. to ask for a room, table or seat 
to be kept free for you o I want to reserve 
a table for four people. o Can you re- 
serve a seat for me on the train to Glas- 
gow? 2. to keep something back n to re- 
serve one’s defence not to present any 
defence at a preliminary hearing, but to 
wait until full trial o to reserve judg- 
ment not to pass judgment immediately, 
but keep it back until later so that the 
judge has time to consider the case o to 
reserve the right to do something to in- 
dicate that you consider that you have the 
right to do something, and intend to use 
that right in the future o He reserved the 
right to cross-examine witnesses. o We 
reserve the right to appeal against the 
tribunal’s decision. 


reserve currency /ri'zs:v ,karonsi/ 
noun a strong currency held by other 
countries to support their own weaker 
currencies 


reserve for bad debts /r1,zs:v fo 
bed 'dets/ noun money kept by a com- 
pany to cover debts which may not be 
paid 

reserve fund /ri'zs:v fand/ noun 
profits in a business which have not been 
paid out as dividend but which have been 
ploughed back into the business 


res gestae /,reiz 'dzestai/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘things which have 
been done’ 


reside /r1'zatd/ verb to live in a place 


residence /'rezid(a)ns/ noun 1. a 
place where someone lives o He has a 
country residence where he spends his 
weekends. 2. the act of living or operat- 
ing officially in a country 
COMMENT: In the European Union, a 
residence permit is a document which 
permits the holder to live in a country 
while not being a citizen of that coun- 
try. Normally a residence permit is val- 
id for five years and can be renewed 
automatically. A residence permit is 
not withdrawn if the person becomes 
unemployed involuntarily (if a worker 
gives up his job and makes no effort to 
find another, his residence permit may 
be withdrawn). 
residence permit /'rezıd(ə)ns 
\p3imit/ noun an official document al- 
lowing a non-resident to live in a country 
o He has applied for a residence permit. 
o She was granted a residence permit for 
one year. 


resident /'rezıd(ə)nt/ adjective living 
or operating in a country o The company 
is resident in France. o person ordinar- 
ily resident in the UK somebody who 
normally lives in the UK m noun a person 
living in a country 

resident alien /,rezid(s)nt 'erlion/ 
noun an alien who has permission to live 
in a country without having citizenship 
residual /r1'z1djuol/ adjective remain- 
ing after everything else has gone 
residuary /ri'zidjuori/ adjective re- 
ferring to what is left 

residuary body /ri'zidjuori ,bodi/ 
noun a body set up to administer the end- 
ing of a local authority and to manage 
those of its functions which have not 
been handed over to other authorities 


residuary devise /r1,zidjuori di 
'vaiz/ noun devise to someone of what is 
left of the testator’s property after other 
devises have been made and taxes have 
been paid 

residuary devisee § /ri,zidjuori 
\ditvar'zit/ noun somebody who re- 
ceives the rest of the land when the other 
bequests have been made 
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residuary estate /r1,zidjuori 1'stert/ 
noun 1. the estate of a dead person which 
has not been bequeathed in his will 2. 
what remains of an estate after the debts 
have been paid and bequests have been 
made 

residuary legacy = /r1,zidjuori 
‘legasi/ noun a legacy of what remains 
of an estate after debts, taxes and other 
legacies have been paid 

residuary legatee /r1,zidjuori lego 
'tir/ noun somebody who receives the 
rest of the personal property after specif- 
ic legacies have been made 

residue /'rezi,dju:/ noun what is left 
over, especially what is left of an estate 
after debts and bequests have been made 
o After paying various bequests the resi- 
due of his estate was split between his 
children. 

resign /r1'zain/ verb to leave a job o He 
resigned from his post as treasurer. o He 
has resigned with effect from July Ist. o 
She resigned as Education Minister. 

res ipsa loquitur /,re1z ,Ipso 
‘Inkwito/ phrase a Latin phrase mean- 
ing ‘the matter speaks for itself’: a situa- 
tion where the facts seem so obvious, 
that it is for the defendant to prove he or 
she was not negligent rather than for the 
claimant to prove his or her claim 
resisting arrest /ri,zistm ə'rest/ 
noun the offence of refusing to allow 
yourself to be arrested 

res judicata /reiz ,d3u:di'keto/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘matter 
on which a judgment has been given’ 
resolution /,reza'lu:f(a)n/ noun the 
action of solving a dispute o The aim of 
the small claims track is the rapid reso- 
lution of disputes. 


COMMENT: There are three types or 
resolution which can be put to an 
AGM: the ‘ordinary resolution’, usually 
referring to some general procedural 
matter, and which requires a simple 
majority of votes; and the ‘extraordi- 
nary resolution’ and ‘special resolu- 
tion’, such as a resolution to change a 
company’s articles of association in 
some way, both of which need 75% of 
the votes before they can be carried. 


resort /ri'zo:t/ verb no to resort to to 
come to use o He had to resort to threats 
of court action to get repayment of the 


money owing. o Workers must not resort 
to violence in industrial disputes. 


respect /ri'spekt/ noun o with re- 
spect to, in respect of concerning o his 
right to an indemnity in respect of earlier 
payments o The defendant counter- 
claimed for loss and damage in respect 
ofa machine sold to him by the claimant. 


respondeat superior /tr 
Ssppnderet su'perio:/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘let the superior be re- 
sponsible’: rule that a principal is re- 
sponsible for actions of the agent or the 
employer for actions of the employee 


respondent /ri'sppndont/ noun 1. 
the other side in a case which is the sub- 
ject of an appeal 2. a person against 
whom an order is sought by an applica- 
tion notice 3. somebody who answers a 
petition, especially one who is being 
sued for divorce » ù co-respondent 


responsible for /ri'sppnsrb(o)1 fo:/ 
noun being in charge of or being in con- 
trol of o The tenant is responsible for all 
repairs to the building. o The consignee 
is held responsible for the goods he has 
received on consignment. o She was re- 
sponsible for a series of thefts from offic- 
es. 


responsible government /rı 
sppnsib(a)l 'gav(a)nmont/ noun a 
form of government which acts in ac- 
cordance with the wishes of the people 
and which is accountable to Parliament 
for its actions 


responsible to someone /ri 
sppnsib(a)l tə 'samwan/ noun being 
under someone’s authority o Magistrates 
are responsible to the Lord Chancellor. 


restitutio in integrum /restı 
tuitiəu In m'tegrom/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘returning everything to 
the state as it was before’ 


restitution /,resti'tju:f(9)n/ noun 1. 
the return of property which has been il- 
legally obtained o The court ordered the 
restitution of assets to the company. 2. 
compensation or payment for damage or 
loss 


restitution order /,resti'tju:f(o)n 
,orda/ noun a court order asking for 
property to be returned to someone 


retirement plan 


restrain /ri'strern/ verb 1. to control or 
to hold someone back o The prisoner 
fought and had to be restrained by two 
policemen. 2. to tell someone not to do 
something o The court granted the 
claimant an injunction restraining the 
defendant from breaching copyright. 


restraining order /ri'strem1y ,o:do/ 
noun a court order which tells a defend- 
ant not to do something while the court is 
still taking a decision 

restraint /ri'stremt/ noun control 


restraint of trade /ri,stremt ov 
'trerd/ noun 1. a situation where an em- 
ployee is not allowed to move to another 
job in the same trade because the experi- 
ence acquired with the present employer 
might be sensitive or unfairly beneficial 
to the new employer 2. an attempt by 
companies to fix prices, create monopo- 
lies or reduce competition, which could 
affect free trade 


restriction /ri'strikf(9)n/ noun some- 
thing that limits what can happen or what 
someone can do o to impose restric- 
tions on imports, on credit to start lim- 
iting imports or credit o to lift credit re- 
strictions to allow credit to be given 
freely o reporting restrictions were 
lifted journalists were allowed to report 
details of the case 


restrictive /ri'strikttv/ adjective lim- 
iting 

restrictive covenant /ri,striktiv 
'kavanont/ noun a clause in a contract 
which prevents someone from doing 
something 

restrictive practices /ri,striktiv 
'præktısız/ plural noun ways of work- 
ing which exclude free competition in re- 
lation to the supply of goods or labour in 
order to maintain high prices or wages 


Restrictive Practices Court /rı 
/striktiv 'preektisiz ,ko:t/ noun a court 
which decides in cases of restrictive 
practices 


retail /'ri:tetl/ noun the sale of small 
quantities of goods to individual custom- 
ers 


retailer /‘ri:tetlo/ noun a person who 
runs a business that sells goods to the 
public 


retail price /‘ri:terl ,prats/ noun the 
price at which the retailer sells to the fi- 
nal customer 


retail shop /'ri:te1l fop/ noun a shop 
where goods are sold only to the public 
retain /ri'tetn/ verb o to retain a law- 
yer to act for you to agree with a lawyer 
that he or she will act for you (and pay a 
fee in advance) 

retained income /ri,ternd 'mkam/ 
noun profit which is not distributed to 
the shareholders as dividend 


retainer /rr'terno/ noun 1. a fee paid to 
a barrister 2. money paid in advance to 
someone when they are not actively 
working for you so that they will work 
for you on the occasions when they are 
needed o We pay him a retainer of £1,000 
per annum. 


retiral /ri'taroral/ noun Scotland, US 
same as retirement 


retire /ri1'tato/ verb 1. to stop work and 
take a pension o She retired with a 
£6,000 pension. o The chairman of the 
company retired at the age of 65. o The 
shop is owned by a retired policeman. 2. 
to make an employee stop work and take 
a pension o They decided to retire all 
staff over 50 years of age. 3. to come to 
the end of an elected term of office o The 
treasurer retires after six years. o Two re- 
tiring directors offer themselves for re- 
election. 4. to go away from a court for a 
period of time o The magistrates retired 
to consider their verdict. o The jury re- 
tired for four hours. 

retirement /ri'taramont/ noun 1. the 
act of retiring from work o to take early 
retirement to leave work before the usu- 
al age 2. (of a jury) the act of leaving a 
courtroom to consider a verdict 
retirement age /ri'taromont e1d3/ 
noun the age at which people retire (in 
the UK usually 65 for men and 60 for 
women) (NOTE: In the UK, this is usually 
65 for men and 60 for women.) 
retirement pension /ri'taromont 
,penfan/ noun a state pension given to a 
man who is over 65 or woman who is 
over 60 

retirement plan /ri'taramont plen/ 
noun a plan set up to provide a person for 
someone when he or she retires 


retiring age 


retiring age /ri'tarorin e1d3/ noun the 
age at which people retire (in the UK 
usually 65 for men and 60 for women) 
(NOTE: In the UK, this is usually 65 for 
men and 60 for women.) 

retrial /'ri:,tratol/ noun a new trial o 
The Court of Appeal ordered a retrial. 
retroactive /,retrou'ektiv/ adjective 
taking effect from a time in the past o 
They received a pay rise retroactive to 
last January. 

retroactively /retrau'ektivli/ ad- 
verb going back to a time in the past 
retrospective /,retrou'spektiv/ ad- 
jective going back in time o Legislation 
is enacted with the presumption that it 
should not be retrospective. o with ret- 
rospective effect applying to a past peri- 
od 

retrospective legislation 
/retrouspektiv ,led3r'slerf(o)n/ noun 
an Act of Parliament which applies to the 
period before the Act was passed 
retrospectively /,retrou'spektivli/ 
adverb in a retrospective way o The rul- 
ing is applied retrospectively. 

retry /,ri:'trat/ verb to try a case a sec- 
ond time o The court ordered the case to 
be retried. 

return /ri'ts:n/ noun n to make a re- 
turn to the tax office, to make an in- 
come tax return to send a statement of 
income to the tax office o to fill in a VAT 
return to complete the form showing 
VAT income and expenditure 

return address /r1'ts:n 9,dres/ noun 
an address to send back something 
return on investment /r1,ts:n pn m 
'vestmont/ noun profit shown as a per- 
centage of money invested 

reus » actus reus 

revenue expenditure /,revonju: 1k 
'spenditfa/ noun the day-to-day costs 
of a council such as salaries and wages, 
maintenance of buildings, etc. 

revenue officer /‘revonju: ,pfiso/ 
noun somebody working in a govern- 
ment tax office 

reversal /ri'v3:s(a)l/_ noun 1. the 
change of a decision to the opposite o 
The reversal of the High Court ruling by 
the Court of Appeal. 2. a change from be- 


ing profitable to unprofitable o The com- 
pany suffered a reversal in the Far East. 
reverse /ri'v3:s/ adjective opposite, in 
the opposite direction m verb to change a 
decision to the opposite one o The Ap- 
peal Court reversed the decision of the 
High Court. 

reverse charge call /ri,v3:s t fa:d3 
'koxl/ noun a telephone call where the 
person receiving the call agrees to pay 
for it 

reverse takeover /r1,v3:s 'terkauvo/ 
noun a takeover where the company 
which has been taken over ends up own- 
ing the company which has taken it over 
reversion /ri'v3:f(9)n/ noun the re- 
turn of property to an original owner 
when a lease expires o he has the rever- 
sion of the estate he will receive the es- 
tate when the present lease ends or when 
the present owner dies 

reversionary /ri'v3:f(9)n(e)ri/ adjec- 
tive referring to property which passes to 
another owner on the death of the present 
one 

reversionary annuity iri 
v3if(9)n(a)ri a'njuriti/ noun an annui- 
ty paid to someone on the death of anoth- 
er person 

reversionary right /r1,v3s:f(©)n(ə)ri 
'rart/ noun the right of a writer’s heir to 
his or her copyrights after his or her 
death 

revert /ri'vs:t/ verb to go back to the 
previous state or owner o The property 
reverts to its original owner in 2010. 
review /r1'vju:/ noun a general exami- 
nation of something again o to conduct a 
review of sentencing policy o The coro- 
ner asked for a review of police proce- 
dures. m verb to examine something gen- 
erally o A committee has been appointed 
to review judicial salaries. o The High 
Court has reviewed the decision. 
revise /ri'vaiz/ verb to change a docu- 
ment, decision or opinion in some way o 
The judge revised his earlier decision not 
to consider a submission from defence 
counsel. 

revision /ri'v13(9)n/ noun the act of 
changing something o The Lord Chan- 
cellor has proposed a revision of the di- 
vorce procedures. 
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revival /ri'vatv(9)l/ noun the act of 
making a will that has been revoked but 
not destroyed valid again 


revive /ri'vatv/ verb to make a revoked 
will become valid again 


revocable /'revokob(a)l/ adjective 
being able to be revoked. Opposite irrev- 
ocable (NOTE: The opposite is irrevo- 
cable.) 


revocandi » animus revocandi 


revocation /,revau'ke1f(9)n/ noun 
the act of cancelling a permission, right, 
agreement, offer or will 
COMMENT: A will may be revoked by 
marriage, by writing another will which 
changes the dispositions of the first 
one, or by destroying the will intention- 
ally. 
revoke /ri'vauk/ verb to cancel a per- 
mission, right, agreement, offer or will o 
to revoke a clause in an agreement o The 
treaty on fishing rights has been revoked. 


reward /ri'wo:d/ noun a payment giv- 
en to someone who does a service such 
as finding something which has been lost 
or giving information about something o 
She offered a £50 reward to anyone who 
found her watch. o The police have of- 
fered a reward for information about the 
man seen at the bank. 


Rex /reks/ Latin word meaning ‘the 
King’: the Crown or state, as a party in 
legal proceedings (NOTE: In written re- 
ports, usually abbreviated to R: the 
case of R. v. Smith.) 


rfp abbreviation reasonable financial 
provision 

rider /‘ratda/ noun 1. a clause added to 
a document such as contract or report 2. 
US a clause attached to a bill, which may 
have nothing to do with the subject of the 
bill, but which the sponsor hopes will 
help the bill to pass into law more easily 


right /ratt/ noun a legal entitlement to 
something o right of renewal of a con- 
tract o She has a right to the property. o 
He has no right to the patent. o The staff 
have a right to know what the company is 
doing. 

rightful /‘rartf(9)l/ adjective legally 
correct 


rightful claimant / raitf(a)l 
'klermont/ noun somebody who has a 
legal claim to something 


rightful owner /ratf(@)l ‘ouno/ 
noun the legal owner 
Right Honourable / rart 


'‘pn(9)rab(9)l/ noun the title given to 
members of the Privy Council (NOTE: 
usually written Hon.: the Hon. Member; 
the Rt. Hon. William Smith, M.P) 
right of abode /,rart əv ə'bəud/ noun 
the right to live in a country 
right of audience / rart əv 'o:dians/ 
noun the right to speak to a court, which 
can be used by the parties in the case or 
their legal representatives o A barrister 
has right of audience in any court in 
England and Wales. (NOTE: Solicitors 
now have right of audience in some 
courts.) 
COMMENT: Solicitors have a right of 
audience in a limited number of courts. 
Solicitor-advocates have the same 
rights of audience as barristers. 
right of centre / rart əv 'sentə/ ad- 
jective tending towards conservatism o a 
left-of-centre political group o The Cab- 
inet is formed mainly of right-of-centre 
supporters of the Prime Minister. (NOTE: 
usually used with the: The centre com- 
bined with the right to defeat the mo- 
tion.) 
right of establishment /,rait əv 1 
'stæblıfmənt/ noun the right of an EC 
citizen to live and work in any EC coun- 
try 
right of re-entry /,ratt əv ri'entri/ 
noun 1. the right of a landlord to take 
back possession of the property if the 
tenant breaks his agreement 2. the right 
of a person resident in a country to go 
back into that country after leaving it for 
a time 
right of reply /,rart əv ri'plat/ noun 
the right of someone to answer claims 
made by an opponent o He demanded the 
right of reply to the newspaper allega- 
tions. 
right of silence /,rart əv 'saləns/ 
noun the right of an accused not to say 
anything when charged with a criminal 
offence 
right of survivorship /,rart ov so 
'‘valvafip/ noun a right of the survivor 


right of way 


of a joint tenancy to the estate rather than 
of the heirs of the deceased tenant (also) 
(NOTE: The right of survivorship is also 
called by its Latin name: jus accrescen- 
di.) 

right of way /,ratt ov 'wer/ noun the 
right to go lawfully along a path on an- 
other person’s land 

right to enter /,rait ta 'enta/ noun the 
right of a EU citizen to go into another 
EU country to look for work 

right to reside /,rart ta r1'zatd/ noun 
one of the fundamental rights of citizens 
and workers in the European Union, the 
right of living in any another EU Mem- 
ber State 

rigor mortis /,r1ga 'mo:tis/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘stiffening of the 
dead’: a state where a dead body be- 
comes stiff some time after death, which 
can allow a pathologist to estimate the 
time of death in some cases 

ring /r1n/ verb to alter chassis or engine 
numbers on a car, so as to falsify its ori- 
gin 

riot /‘ratat/ noun a notifiable offence 
when three or more people meet illegally 
and plan to use force to achieve their 
aims or to frighten the public m verb to 
form an illegal group to use force 
rioter /'rarətə/ noun somebody who 
takes part in a riot o Rioters attacked the 
banks and post offices. 

riotous assembly /,ratotes ə 
'sembli/ noun formerly, a meeting of 
twelve or more people who come togeth- 
er to use force to achieve their aims or 
frighten other people 

riparian /rat'peorion/ adjective refer- 
ring to the bank of a river 

riparian rights /rar'peorion ,rarts/ 
plural noun the rights that apply to peo- 
ple who own land on the bank of a river, 
e.g. the right to fish in the river 

risk /risk/ noun 1. possible harm, loss 
or chance of danger o at risk in a situa- 
tion where something bad or dangerous 
is likely to happen o His careless driving 
had put his passengers as well as other 
road-users at risk. o The school was 
known to be at risk of flooding. o at own- 
er’s risk a situation in which goods 
shipped or stored are the responsibility 


of the owner, not of the shipping compa- 
ny or storage company o to run a risk or 
run the risk of something to be likely to 
suffer harm o She knew she was running 
a risk in not reporting the accident. o In 
allowing him to retain his passport, the 
court runs the risk of the accused leaving 
the country. 2. loss or damage against 
which you are insured o he is a bad risk 
it is likely that an insurance company 
will have to pay out compensation as far 
as he is concerned o He is likely to die 
soon, so is a bad risk for an insurance 
company 

road rage /'raud re1d3/ noun a violent 
attack by a driver on another car or its 
driver, caused by anger at the way the 
other driver has been driving o There 
have been several incidents of road rage 
lately. o In the latest road rage attack, the 
driver leapt out of his car and knocked a 
cyclist to the ground. 

road tax /'rəud tæks/ noun an annual 
tax levied on cars and other vehicles 
rob /rob/ verb to steal something from 
someone, usually violently o They 
robbed a bank in London and stole a car 
to make their getaway. o The gang 
robbed shopkeepers in the centre of the 
town. (NOTE: robbing — robbed. Note 
also that you rob someone of some- 
thing.) 

robber /'robə/ noun somebody who 
robs people 

robbery /'robari/ noun 1. the offence 
of stealing something from someone us- 
ing force or threatening to use force 2. 
the act of stealing something with vio- 
lence o He committed three petrol station 
robberies in two days. 

robbery with violence /,robori wid 
‘vatolons/ noun the offence of stealing 
goods and harming someone at the same 
time 

rogatory letter /'rogot(a)ri_leto/ 
noun a letter of request to a court in an- 
other country, asking for evidence to be 
taken from someone under that court’s 
jurisdiction 

rolling contract /,roulin 'kontrækt/ 
noun 1. a contract for a period of more 
than one year that is renewed annually 
for the same period, subject to a favoura- 
ble review 2. a contract that is open-end- 


rule 


ed and runs until one of the contracting 
parties cancels it 

Roll of Solicitors /raul ov sə 
'lısıtəz/ noun a list of admitted solici- 
tors 


roll over /,raul 'əuvə/ verb o to roll 
over credit to make credit available over 
a continuing period 


Romalpa clause /rau'molpsa ,klo:z/ 
noun a clause in a contract, whereby the 
seller provides that title to the goods does 
not pass to the buyer until the buyer has 
paid for them 
COMMENT: Called after the case of 
Aluminium Industrie Vaassen BV v. 
Romalpa Ltd. 
Roman law /‘raumon I5:/ noun the set 
of laws which existed in the Roman Em- 
pire 
COMMENT: Roman law is the basis of 
the laws of many European countries 
but has had only negligible and indi- 
rect influence on the development of 
English law. 
Rome Convention /rəum kon 
'venf(a)n/ noun a copyright convention 
signed in Rome, covering the rights of 
record producers, musical performers, 
broadcasters and television companies, 
etc. 


root of title /,ru:t ov 'tart(o)l/ noun 
the basic title deed which proves that a 
vendor has the right to sell a property 


ROR abbreviation US release on recog- 
nizance 


rotation /rau'te1f(9)n/ noun the activ- 
ity of taking turns o to fill the post of 
chairman by rotation each member of 
the group is chairman for a period then 
gives the post to another member o two 
directors retire by rotation two direc- 
tors retire because they have been direc- 
tors longer than any others, but can offer 
themselves for re-election 


rough copy /,raf 'kppi/ noun a draft 
of a document which is expected to have 
changes made to it before it is complete 
rough draft /,raf 'dra:ft/ noun a plan 
of a document which may have changes 
made to it before it is complete 

rough justice /,raf 'd3astis/ noun le- 
gal processes which are not always very 
fair 


round table conference /,raund 
terb(ə)l 'konf(a)rans/ noun a confer- 
ence at which each party at the meeting 
is of equal status to the others o The gov- 
ernment is trying to get the rebel leaders 
to come to the conference table. 

rout /ravut/ noun the offence of gather- 
ing together of people to do some unlaw- 
ful act 

Royal Assent /,roral a'sent/ noun the 
act of signing of bill by the Queen, con- 
firming that the bill is to become law as 
an Act of Parliament 

Royal Commission /rərl kə 
'mif(a)n/ noun a group of people spe- 
cially appointed by a minister to examine 
and report on a major problem 

Royal Courts of Justice /,rorol 
ikorts əv 'dzastis/ noun the central civ- 
il court in London, where serious claims 
covering fatal accidents, professional 
negligence, defamation, and claims 
against the police are heard. Abbrevia- 
tion RCJ 

Royal pardon /,roral 'pa:d(a)n/ noun 
a pardon whereby a person convicted of 
a crime is forgiven and need not serve a 
sentence 

Royal prerogative /,rorol pri 
'rogətıv/ noun a special right belonging 
only to a king or queen such as the right 
to appoint ministers or end a session of 
Parliament 

royalty /‘roralti/ noun money paid to 
an inventor, writer, or the owner of land 
for the right to use his property. It is usu- 
ally an agreed percentage of sales or an 
amount per sale. o Oil royalties make up 
a large proportion of the country’s reve- 
nue. o He is receiving royalties from his 
invention. 

rozzer /'rozo/ noun a policeman 
(informal) 

RPM abbreviation resale price mainte- 
nance 

RSC abbreviation Rules of the Supreme 
Court 

rule /ru:l/ noun 1. a general order of 
conduct which says how things should be 
done, e.g. an order governing voting pro- 
cedure in Parliament or Congress o The 
debate followed the rules of procedure 
used in the British House of Commons. o 
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to work to rule to work strictly accord- 
ing to the rules agreed by the company 
and union, and therefore to work very 
slowly 2. US a special decision made by 
the Rules Committee which states how a 
particular bill should be treated in the 
House of Representatives 3. the way in 
which a country is governed o The coun- 
try has had ten years of military rule. o 
the rule of law principle of government 
that all persons and bodies and the gov- 
ernment itself are equal before and an- 
swerable to the law and that no person 
shall be punished without trial 4. a deci- 
sion made by a court o Rule in Rylands 
y. Fletcher a rule that when a person 
brings a dangerous thing (substance or 
animal) to his or her own land, and the 
dangerous thing escapes and causes 
harm, then that person is absolutely lia- 
ble for the damage caused m verb 1. to 
give an official decision o We are waiting 
for the judge to rule on the admissibility 
of the defence evidence. o The commis- 
sion of inquiry ruled that the company 
was in breach of contract. 2. to be in 
force or to be current o prices which are 
ruling at the moment 3. to govern a coun- 
try o The country is ruled by a group of 
army officers. 

rule against perpetuities /,ru:l ə 
genst ,p3ipit'jurtiz/ noun a rule that 
an interest can only last for a period of no 
more than 21 years 

rule of evidence /ru:l ov 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun a rule established by 
law which determines the type of evi- 


dence which a court will consider and 
how such evidence must be given 


Rules of the Supreme Court 
/rulz av 6a su,prizm 'ko:t/ plural 
noun rules governing practice and proce- 
dure in the Supreme Court. Abbreviation 
RSC. » Civil Procedure Rules, Coun- 
ty Court Rules, White Book 


ruling /‘ru:l1n/ noun a decision made 
by someone with official authority such 
as a judge, magistrate, arbitrator or chair- 
man o According to the ruling of the 
court, the contract was illegal. = adjec- 
tive 1. in power or in control o the ruling 
Democratic Party o The actions of the 
ruling junta have been criticised in the 
press. 2. most important o The ruling 
consideration is one of cost. 3. in opera- 
tion at the moment o We invoiced at rul- 
ing prices. 

runner /'rano/ noun a member of a 
gang of pickpockets who takes the items 
stolen and runs away with them to a safe 
place (slang) 


run-up /'ran Ap/ noun n run-up to an 
election period before an election o In 
the run-up to the General Election, opin- 
ion polls were forecasting heavy losses 


for the government. 


rustle /'ras(9)I/ verb to steal livestock, 
especially cows and horses 


rustler /‘rasla/ noun somebody who 
steals livestock o a cattle rustler 
rustling /‘ras(o)lin/ noun the crime of 
stealing cattle or horses 


S 


sabotage /'sæbəta:3/ noun malicious 
damage done to machines or equipment 
o Several acts of sabotage were commit- 
ted against radio stations. (NOTE: no plu- 
ral; for the plural say acts of sabotage) 
sack /sæk/ noun o to get the sack to be 
dismissed from a job m verb o to sack 
someone to dismiss someone from a job 
o He was sacked after being late for 
work, 

sacking /'sek1n/ noun dismissal from 
a job o The scandal led to the sacking of 
several employees 


safe /serf/ noun a heavy metal box 
which cannot be opened easily, in which 
valuable items such as documents or 
money can be kept o Put the documents 
in the safe. o We keep the petty cash in 
the safe. m adjective 1. out of danger o 
keep the documents in a safe place in a 
place where they cannot be stolen or de- 
stroyed 2. referring to a judgment of a 
court which is well-based and is not like- 
ly to be quashed on appeal o The court of 
appeal found that the original conviction 
was not safe. > unsafe 

safe deposit /'serf di,ppzit/ noun a 
safe in a bank vault where you can leave 
jewellery or documents 

safe deposit box / serf di'ppzit 
ibpks/ noun a small box which you can 
rent to keep jewellery or documents in a 
bank’s safe 


safeguard /'serfga:d/ noun an action 
or plan for doing something that prevents 
something unwanted from happening o 
The proposed legislation will provide a 
safeguard against illegal traders. = verb 
to protect someone or something against 
something unwanted happening o The 
court acted to safeguard the interests of 
the shareholders. o The management had 


failed to safeguard their employees 
against exposure to the hazard. 
safekeeping /,serf 'ki:p1n/ noun care 
and protection o We put the documents 
into the bank for safe keeping. 


safe seat /serf 'si:t/ noun a seat 
where the Member of Parliament has a 
large majority and is not likely to lose the 
seat at an election 


safety /'serfti/ noun the situation of be- 
ing free from danger or risk o to take 
safety precautions, safety measures to 
act to make sure something is safe 
safety margin /'serfti ,ma:d3ın/ 
noun time or space allowed for some- 
thing to be safe 


safety measures /'serfti ,me3əz/ 
plural noun actions to make sure that 
something is or will be safe 


safety regulations /'serfti regju 
lerf(a)nz/ plural noun rules to make a 
place of work safe for the workers 


salary /'szlori/ noun payment for work 
made to an employee with a contract of 
employment, especially in a professional 
or office job (NOTE: The plural is sala- 
ries.) 


sale /seil/ noun 1. the act of selling or 
transferring an item or a property from 
one owner to another in exchange for a 
consideration, usually in the form of 
money 2. o for sale ready to be sold o to 
offer something for sale, to put some- 
thing up for sale to announce that some- 
thing is ready to be sold o They put the 
factory up for sale. 3. the selling of 
goods at specially low prices o The shop 
is having a sale to clear old stock. o The 
sale price is 50% of the normal price. o 
half-price sale sale of items at half the 
usual price o the sales period when ma- 


sale and lease-back 
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jor stores sell many items at specially 
low prices 


sale and lease-back /seil ən 'lirs 
bæk/ noun a situation where a company 
sells a property to raise cash and then 
leases it back from the purchaser 


Sale of Goods Act / sel ov 'gudz 
,ekt/ noun an Act of Parliament which 
regulates the selling of goods but not 
land, copyrights or patents o The law re- 
lating to the sale of goods is governed by 
the Sale of Goods Act. 


sale or return /,serl 9: r1'ts:n/ nouna 
system which allows unsold goods to be 
delivered to a person, who then has the 
right to keep the goods for a specified 
time while deciding whether or not to 
purchase them 


sales department /'seilz di 
,pa:tmont/ noun the section of a com- 
pany which deals in selling the compa- 
ny’s products or services 


salvage /'szlvid3/ noun 1. a right of a 
person who saves a ship from being 
wrecked or cargo from a ship which has 
been wrecked in order to receive com- 
pensation 2. goods saved from a wrecked 
ship or from a fire or other accident o a 
sale of flood salvage items m verb to save 
goods or a ship from being wrecked o We 
are selling off a warehouse full of sal- 
vaged goods. 

salvage agreement /szlvid3 ə 
'grizmont/ noun an agreement between 
the captain of a sinking ship and a sal- 
vage crew, giving the terms on which the 
ship will be saved 

salvage vessel /'selvid3_,ves(a)l/ 
noun a ship which specialises in saving 
other ships and their cargoes 

sample /'sa:mpol/ noun a small part of 
something taken to show what the whole 
is like o They polled a sample group of 
voters. m verb to take a small part of 
something and examine it o The sus- 
pect’s urine was sampled and the test 
proved positive. 

sanction /‘senkJon/ noun 1. an offi- 
cial order to do something o You will 
need the sanction of the local authorities 
before you can knock down the office 
block. o The payment was made without 
official sanction. 2. US punishment by a 


court for failure to comply with an order. 
If the sanction is payment of costs, the 
party in default may obtain relief by ap- 
pealing. 3. a punishment for an act which 
goes against what is generally accepted 
behaviour o (economic) sanctions re- 
strictions on trade with a country in order 
to influence its political situation or in 
order to make its government change its 
policy o to impose sanctions on a coun- 
try or to lift sanctions m verb to approve 
or permit something officially o The 
board sanctioned the expenditure of 
£1.2m on the development plan. 

sane /sein/ adjective mentally well o 
Was he sane when he made the will? 
sanity /'sænıti/ noun the ability to 
make rational decisions 

sans frais /senz 'frers/ phrase a 
French phrase meaning ‘with no ex- 
pense’ 

sans recours /senz_ ra'kuroz/ 
phrase a French phrase meaning ‘with 
no recourse’: used to show that someone 
such as an agent acting for a principal in 
endorsing a bill is not responsible for 
paying it 

satisfaction /,sztis'fakfan/ noun 1. 
the acceptance of money or goods by an 
injured party who then cannot make any 
further claim 2. payment or giving of 
goods to someone in exchange for that 
person’s agreement to stop a claim 
satisfy /'sætısfa1/ verb 1. to convince 
someone that something is correct o 
When opposing bail the police had to 
satisfy the court that the prisoner was 
likely to try to leave the country. 2. to ful- 
fil or to carry out fully o Has he satisfied 
all the conditions for parole? o The com- 
pany has not satisfied all the conditions 
laid down in the agreement. o We cannot 
produce enough to satisfy the demand for 
the product. 

scaffold /'skefauld/ noun a raised 
platform on which executions take place 
scale /ske1l/ noun o large scale, small 
scale working with large or small 
amounts of investment, staff, etc. o to 
start in business on a small scale to 
start in business with a small staff, few 
products or little investment m verb o to 
scale down, to scale up to lower or to in- 
crease in proportion 


seal 


scale of charges /jskeil ov 
't3a:d31z/ noun a list showing various 
prices 

scale of salaries /,skerl ov 'szloriz/ 
noun a list of salaries showing different 
levels of pay in different jobs in the same 
company 

scam /skem/ noun a dishonest plan to 
deceive someone, especially in order to 
obtain money (informal) 


scene-of-crime /,si:n ov 'krarım/ ad- 
jective relating or belonging to the part 
of the police force responsible for col- 
lecting forensic evidence at crime scenes 
schedule /'fedju:l/ noun 1. a plan of 
the times when something will happen o 
to be ahead of schedule to be early o to 
be on schedule to be on time o to be be- 
hind schedule to be late o J am sorry to 
say that we are three months behind 
schedule. 2. an additional document at- 
tached to a contract o schedule of mar- 
kets to which a contract applies o see the 
attached schedule or as per the attached 
schedule o the schedule before referred 
to 3. alist o We publish our new schedule 
of charges. (NOTE: For the schedules 
applying to drugs, see drug.) m verb 1. 
to list officially o scheduled prices or 
scheduled charges 2. to plan the time 
when something will happen o The 
building is scheduled for completion in 
May. 

Schedule A /,fedju:l 'e1/ noun a 
schedule to the Finance Acts under 
which tax is charged on income from 
land or buildings 

Schedule B /,fedju:l 'bi:/ noun a 
schedule to the Finance Acts under 
which tax is charged on income from 
woodlands 

Schedule C /,fedju:l 'si:/ noun a 
schedule to the Finance Acts under 
which tax is charged on profits from gov- 
ernment stock 


Schedule D /,fedju:l 'di:/ noun a 
schedule to the Finance Acts under 
which tax is charged on income from 
trades, professions, interest and other 
earnings which do not come from em- 
ployment 

Schedule F /,fedju:l 'ef/ noun a 
schedule to the Finance Acts under 


which tax is charged on income from 
dividends 

scheme of arrangement /ski:m ov 
o'remnd3mont/ noun a scheme drawn up 
by an individual offering ways of paying 
debts and so avoiding bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings 

scire facias /,satori 'ferfiæs/ noun a 
writ that requires a defendant to appear 
in court to show why the plaintiff should 
not be permitted to take a specific legal 
step 

scope /skaup/ noun the limits covered 
by something o The question does not 
come within the scope of the authority’s 
powers. © The Bill plans to increase the 
scope of the tribunal’s authority. 


Scotland Yard /skotlond ‘ja:d/ 
noun the headquarters of the Metropoli- 
tan Police in London 


screen /skri:n/ verb c to screen candi- 
dates to examine candidates to see if 
they are completely suitable 
screening /'skri:nm/ noun o the 
screening of candidates examining can- 
didates to see if they are suitable 


screw /skru:/ noun a prison warder 
(slang) 


scrip /skrip/ noun a certificate showing 
that someone owns shares in a company 


scuttle /'skat(ə)l/ verb to sink a ship 
deliberately by making holes in the bot- 
tom of it 


seal /si:l/ noun 1. a piece of wax or red 
paper attached to a document to show 
that it is legally valid 2. a stamp printed 
or marked on a document to show that it 
is valid 3. a mark put on a document by a 
court to show that it has been correctly 
issued by that court o The document 
bears the court’s seal and is admissible 
in evidence. 4. a piece of paper, metal or 
wax attached to close something, so that 
it can be opened only if the paper, metal 
or wax is removed or broken o The seals 
on the ballot box had been tampered 
with. m verb 1. to close something tightly 
o The computer disks were sent in a 
sealed container. 2. (of a court) to attach 
a mark to a document to show that it has 
been issued by that court o A court must 
seal a claim form when it is issued. 3. to 
attach a seal o The customs sealed the 


sealed envelope 


shipment. 4. to stamp something with a 
seal 


sealed envelope /si:ld 'envaloup/ 
noun an envelope where the back has 
been stuck down to close it o The infor- 
mation was sent in a sealed envelope. 


sealed instrument /,sirld 
‘instrumont/ noun a document which 
has been signed and sealed 


sealed tender /,si:ld 'tenda/ noun 
tenders sent in sealed envelopes, which 
will all be opened together at a specified 
time 

seal off /\si:l 'of/ verb to put barriers 
across a street or an entrance to prevent 
people from going in or out o Police 
sealed off all roads leading to the court- 
house. 


search /sa:tf/ noun an act of examin- 
ing a place to try to find something. ù 
power of search m verb to examine a 
place or a person to try to find something 
o The agent searched his files for a 
record of the sale. o All drivers and their 
cars are searched at the customs post. © 
The police searched the area round the 
house for clues. o to stop and search to 
stop a person in a public place and search 
them for weapons, implements used for 
burglary, stolen articles, etc. 


search order /'ss:tf ,o:da/ noun an 
order by a court in a civil case allowing a 
party to inspect and photocopy or re- 
move a defendant’s documents, especial- 
ly where the defendant might destroy ev- 
idence. The search should be done in the 
presence of an independent solicitor. 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has replaced Anton Piller order.) 


search warrant /'ssıtf ,worant/ 
noun an official document signed by a 
magistrate allowing the police to enter 
premises and look for persons suspected 
of being criminals, objects which are be- 
lieved to have been stolen, or dangerous 
or illegal substances 


secede /si'si:d/ verb to break away 
from an organisation or a federation o 
The American colonies seceded from 
Great Britain in 1776 and formed the 
USA. 


secession /s1'sef(9)n/ noun the act of 
seceding 

second /'sekond/ verb n to second a 
motion, a candidate to agree to support 
a motion after it has been proposed by 
the proposer, but before a vote is taken o 
The motion is proposed by Mr Smith, 
seconded by Mr Jones. o The name of Mr 
Brown has been proposed for the post of 
treasurer, who is going to second him? 
secondarily /,sekan'deortli/ adverb 
in second place o The person making a 
guarantee is secondarily liable if the 
person who is primarily liable defaults. ù 
primarily 

secondary /'sekond(a)ri/ adjective 
second in importance 

secondary action /,sekand(o)ri 
'ækfən/ noun the picketing of another 
factory or place of work which is not di- 
rectly connected with a strike to prevent 
it supplying a striking factory or receiv- 
ing supplies from it 

secondary banks /,sekand(a)ri 
‘benks/ plural noun companies which 
provide money for hire-purchase deals 
secondary evidence /,sekand(o)ri 
‘evid(a)ns/ noun evidence which is not 
the main proof, e.g. copies of documents 
and not the original documents them- 
selves. Secondary evidence can be ad- 
mitted if there is no primary evidence 
available. 

secondary legislation 
/,sekond(a)ri_led3r'sleif(a)n/ noun 
legislation passed by the European Un- 
ion, as opposed to primary legislation 
passed by the Member States themselves 
second degree murder /,sekond di 
gri: 'm3ıdə/ noun US the unlawful kill- 
ing of a person without premeditation 
and not committed at the same time as 
rape or robbery 

second mortgage /sekond 
'mo:gid3/ noun a further mortgage on a 
property which is already mortgaged. 
The first mortgage has prior claim. 
second quarter /\sekond 'kwo:to/ 
noun a period of three months from 
April to the end of June 

Second Reading /,sekond 'ri:din/ 
noun 1. a detailed presentation of a Bill 
in the House of Commons by the respon- 


security printer 


sible minister, followed by a discussion 
and vote 2. US a detailed examination of 
a Bill in the House of Representatives, 
before it is passed to the Senate 


secret agent/si:krot 'erdzant/ noun 
somebody who tries to find out informa- 
tion in secret about other countries, other 
governments or other armed forces 


Secretary-General /,sekrotri 
'dzen(a)ral/ noun a main administrator 
in a large organisation such as the United 
Nations or a political party 


Secretary of State for Defence 
/,sekratri ov stert fo di'fens/ noun a 
government minister in charge of the 
armed forces. Also called Defence Sec- 
retary (NOTE: The US term is Secre- 
tary for Defense.) 


Secretary of the Treasury 
/,sekrat(a)ri əv da 'trezari/ noun US a 
senior member of the government in 
charge of financial affairs 


Secretary to the Senate / sekrətri 
tə da 'senot/ noun US the head of the 
administrative staff in the Senate 
secret police /,si:krot po'li:s/ noun 
police officers who work in secret, espe- 
cially dealing with people working 
against the state 

section /'sekfan/ noun 1. a depart- 
ment in an office n legal section depart- 
ment dealing with legal matters in a com- 
pany 2. part of an Act of Parliament or 
bylaw o He does not qualify for a grant 
under section 2 of the Act. (NOTE: When 
referring to a section of an act, it is ab- 
breviated to s: s 24 LGA.) 


secure /si'kjua/ adjective 1. safe from 
danger or harm 2. firmly fastened or held 
o The documents should be kept in a se- 
cure place. o The police and army have 
made the border secure. = verb o to se- 
cure a loan to pledge a property or other 
assets as a security for a loan 


secured creditor /s1,kjuad 
'kredita/ noun a person who is owed 
money by someone and holds a mortgage 
or charge on that person’s property as se- 
curity 

secured debts /si,kjuad 'det/ plural 
noun debts which are guaranteed by as- 
sets 


secured loan /si'kjuad laun/ noun a 
loan which is guaranteed by the borrower 
giving valuable property as security 
secure investment /si,kjuo ın 
'vestmont/ noun an investment where 
you are not likely to lose money 
secure job /s1,kjusa 'd3pb/ noun a job 
from which you are not likely to be made 
redundant 
secure tenant /si,kjuo ‘tenont/ 
noun a tenant of a local authority who 
has the right to buy the freehold of the 
property he or she rents at a discount 
securities trader  /si'kjuoaritiz 
,trerdə/ noun somebody whose business 
is buying and selling stocks and shares 
security /si'kjuoriti/ noun 1. safety 
from danger or harm 2. the state of being 
protected 3. a guarantee that someone 
will repay money borrowed o to stand 
security for someone to guarantee that if 
the person does not repay a loan, you will 
repay it for him 
security for costs /si,kjuoriti fə 
'kpsts/ noun a guarantee that a party in 
a dispute will pay costs o The master or- 
dered that the claimant should deposit 
£2,000 as security for the defendant’s 
costs. 
COMMENT: Where a foreign claimant 
or a company which may become in- 
solvent brings proceedings against a 
defendant, the defendant is entitled to 
apply to the court for an order that the 
proceedings be stayed unless the 
claimant deposits money to secure the 
defendant's costs if the claimant fails 
in his action. 
security guard /si'kjuoriti ga:d/ 
noun somebody whose job is to protect 
money, valuables or an office against 
possible theft or damage 
security of employment /sı 
|kjuoriti ov im'plormont/ noun the 
feeling by an employee that he or she has 
the right to keep a job until retirement 
security of tenure /s1,kjuoriti ov 
'tenjo/ noun the right to keep a position 
or rented accommodation, provided that 
conditions are met 
security printer /si'kjuoriti ,prmto/ 
noun a printer who prints paper money 
or material such as secret government 
documents 
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sedition /s1'dif(a)n/ noun the crime of 
doing acts or speaking or publishing 
words which bring the royal family or 
the government into hatred or contempt 
and encourage civil disorder 
COMMENT: Sedition is a lesser crime 
than treason. 
seditious /s1'difas/ adjective provok- 
ing sedition 
seek /si:k/ verb 1. to ask for o a credi- 
tor seeking a receiving order under the 
Bankruptcy Act o They are seeking dam- 
ages for loss of revenue. o The applicant 
sought judicial review to quash the order. 
o The Bill requires a social worker to 
seek permission of the Juvenile Court. o 
to seek an interview to ask if you can 
see someone o she sought an interview 
with the minister 2. to look for someone 
or something o The police are seeking a 
tall man who was seen near the scene of 
the crime. o Two men are being sought by 
the police. 3. to try to do something o 
The local authority is seeking to place 
the ward of court in accommodation. 
(NOTE: seeking - sought - has 
sought) 
segregate /'segrigeit/ verb to sepa- 
rate or keep apart, especially to keep dif- 
ferent ethnic groups in a country apart o 
Single-sex schools segregate boys from 
girls. 
seised /si:zd/ adjective n seised of a 
property being legally in possession of 
property 
seisin /'si:zın/ noun possession of land 
(feudal law) 
seizin /‘si:zin/ noun another spelling 
of seisin 
seizure /'si:30/ noun the act of taking 
possession of something o The court or- 
dered the seizure of the shipment or of the 
company’s funds. 
selection board /si'lekfan bo:d/ 
noun a committee which chooses a can- 
didate for a job 
selection procedure /si'lekfan pro 
\siid3a/_ noun a general method of 
choosing a candidate for election or for a 
job 
self-defence /,self di'fens/ noun ac- 
tions or skills that you use to try to pro- 
tect yourself when attacked o He pleaded 


that he had acted in self-defence when he 
had hit the mugger. 
COMMENT: This can be used as a de- 
fence to a charge of a crime of vio- 
lence, where the defendant pleads 
that his actions were attributable to de- 
fending himself rather than to a desire 
to commit violence. 
self-incrimination /,self im,krimr 
'nerf(ə)n/ noun the act of incriminating 
yourself, of saying something which 
shows you are guilty o right against 
self-incrimination right not to say any- 
thing, when questioned by the police, in 
case you may say something which 
could incriminate you 
sell /sel/ verb to transfer the ownership 
of property to another person in ex- 
change for money o fo sell cars or to sell 
refrigerators o to sell something on cred- 
it o They have decided to sell their house. 
o They tried to sell their house for 
£100,000. o Her house is difficult to sell. 
o Their products are easy to sell. o to sell 
forward to sell foreign currency, com- 
modities, etc., for delivery at a later date 


seller /'sela/ noun 1. somebody who 
sells o There were few sellers in the mar- 
ket, so prices remained high. 2. some- 
thing which sells o This book is a good 
seller. 


selling price /'selty prats/ noun the 
price at which someone is willing to sell 


semble /'semb(ə)l/ noun a French 
word meaning ‘it appears’: word used in 
discussing a court judgment where there 
is some uncertainty about what the court 
intended 


semi-autonomous /semi >: 
'tonoməs/ noun with a limited amount 
of autonomy 


senate /'senot/ noun 1. an upper house 
of a legislative body o France has a bi- 
cameral system: a lower house or Cham- 
ber of Deputies and a upper house or 
Senate. 2. US the upper house of the 
American Congress o The US Senate 
voted against the proposal. o The Secre- 
tary of State appeared before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 3. the rul- 
ing body of a university, college or other 
institution 

senator /'senoto/, Senator noun a 
member of a senate (NOTE: written with a 


sequestrator 


capital letter when used as a title: Sen- 
ator Jackson) 


senatorial /,seno'to:rial/ adjective re- 

ferring to a senate or to senators 
COMMENT: The US Senate has 100 
members, each state electing two sen- 
ators by popular vote. Bills may be in- 
troduced in the Senate, with the ex- 
ception of bills relating to finance. The 
Senate has the power to ratify treaties 
and to confirm presidential appoint- 
ments to federal posts. 

sender /'senda/ noun somebody who 

sends a letter, parcel or message 


senior /'si:niə/ adjective 1. more im- 
portant 2. having been employed in a job 
for longer than someone else 


seniority /,simi'priti/ noun 1. the 
state of being older or more important 
than someone else o the managers were 
listed in order of seniority the manager 
who had been an employee the longest or 
the manager with the most important job 
was put at the top of the list 2. the fact of 
having been employed in a job for longer 
than someone else, often a reason for an 
employee to earn more pay than another, 
even if the two jobs are the same 
senior manager /,si:nio 'mznid30/ 
noun a manager or director who has a 
higher rank than others 


senior partner /,si:nia 'pa:tna/ noun 
somebody who has a large part of the 
shares in a partnership 


sentence /'sentons/ noun a legal pun- 
ishment given by a court to a convicted 
person o He received a three-year jail 
sentence. o The two men accused of rape 
face sentences of up to six years in pris- 
on. a to pass sentence on someone to 
give a convicted person the official legal 
punishment o The jury returned a verdict 
of manslaughter and the judge will pass 
sentence next week. m verb to give some- 
one an official legal punishment o The 
judge sentenced him to six months in 
prison or he was sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment. o The accused 
was convicted of murder and will be sen- 
tenced next week. Compare convict 


sentencer /'sentənsə/ noun a person 
such as a judge who can pass a legal sen- 
tence on someone 


sentencing /'sentənsıy/ noun the act 
of giving a judicial sentence to a defend- 
ant 


separate property = /,sep(oa)rat 
'propəti/ noun US property owned by a 
husband and wife before their marriage 
(as opposed to ‘community property’). 
Compare community property 
separation /,sepa'rerf(a)n/ noun 1. 
an agreement between a husband and 
wife to live apart from each other 2. US 
the act of leaving a job by resigning, re- 
tiring, being fired or made redundant 3. 
the act of keeping things separate from 
each other 
COMMENT: In the USA, the three parts 
of the power of the state are kept sep- 
arate and independent: the President 
does not sit in Congress; Congress 
cannot influence the decisions of the 
Supreme Court, etc. In the UK, the 
powers are not separated, because 
Parliament has both legislative powers 
(it makes laws) and judicial powers 
(the House of Lords acts as a court of 
appeal); the government (the execu- 
tive) is not independent and is respon- 
sible to Parliament which can outvote 
it and so cause a general election. In 
the USA, members of government are 
not members of Congress, though 
their appointment has to be approved 
by Senate; in the UK, members of gov- 
ernment are usually Members of Par- 
liament, although some are members 
of the House of Lords. 
separation of powers 
/,seporeif(a)n av 'pauas/ noun a sys- 
tem in which the power in a state is sep- 
arated between the legislative body 
which passes laws, the judiciary which 
enforces the law, and the executive 
which runs the government 
seq » et seq. 
sequester /si'kwesta/, sequestrate 
/‘sitkwistreit, si'kwestreit/ verb to 
take and keep property because a court 
has ordered it 
sequestration /si:kwe'stre1f(o)n/ 
noun the taking and keeping of property 
on the order of a court, especially seizing 
property from someone who is in con- 
tempt of court o His property has been 
kept under sequestration. 
sequestrator /'si:kwistreito, sI 
'kwestreito/ noun somebody who takes 
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and keeps property on the order of a 
court 


seriatim /,stori'ettrm/ Latin word 
meaning ‘one after the other in order’ 


Serious Fraud Office /,storios 
'froid ,pfis/ noun a government depart- 
ment in charge of investigating major 
fraud in companies. Abbreviation SFO 


Serjeant » Common Serjeant 


serve /ss:v/ verb 1. to deal with (a cus- 
tomer), to do a type of work o to serve 
articles to work in a solicitor’s office as 
a trainee o to serve on a jury to act as a 
member of a jury 2. to give someone a le- 
gal document that requires them to do 
something o They were served notice to 
quit the premises in two months’ time. o 
to serve someone with a writ, to serve 
a writ on someone to give someone an 
official notice of a court case which has 
to be defended or judgment will be taken 
in the person’s absence 3. to spend a pe- 
riod of time in prison after being sen- 
tenced to imprisonment o He served six 
months in a local jail. o She still has half 
her sentence to serve. n to serve time to 
spend a period of time in prison for a par- 
ticular crime o Her brother has served 
time for robbery. 


service /'ss:vis/ noun o service (of 
process), personal service the delivery 
of a document such as a writ or summons 
to someone in person or to his or her le- 
gal representative o to acknowledge 
service to confirm that a legal document 
such as a claim form has been received o 
service by an alternative method serv- 
ing a legal document on someone other 
than by the legally prescribed method, 
e.g. by posting it to the last known ad- 
dress, or by advertising 
COMMENT: The Civil Procedure Rules 
give five methods of service of docu- 
ments: (i) personal service (i.e. physi- 
cally to a person himself); (ii) by first- 
class post; (iii) by sending or leaving 
the document at an address for serv- 
ice; (iv) by sending the document 
through a document exchange; (v) by 
fax or other electronic means, though 
this method is only used in certain cir- 
cumstances, such as sending docu- 
ments to a legal representative. Note 
also that under the new rules, docu- 
ments are prepared and usually 


served by the court itself and not by 

one or other of the parties concerned. 
service charge /'ss:vis tfa:d3/ noun 
1. a charge made by a landlord to cover 
general work done to the property such 
as cleaning stairs or collecting rubbish 2. 
a charge made in a restaurant for serving 
the customer 


service contract /'s3rvis 
|kontrekt/ noun same as contract of 
employment 


servient /'ss:viont/ adjective being 
less important 

servient owner /,ss3:viont 'əunə/ 
noun the owner of land over which 
someone else (the dominant owner) has a 
right to use a path 


servient tenement § /,ss:viont 
'tenomont/ noun land over which the 
owner (the servient owner) grants an 
easement to the owner (the dominant 
owner) of another property (the domi- 
nant tenement) 


session /'sef(ə)n/ noun 1. the period 
when a group of people meets o The 
morning session will be held at 10.30 
a.m. © opening session, closing session 
first part, last part of a conference 2. the 
period during which formal meetings of 
a body are being held o The Act was 
passed in the last session of Parliament 
or the last Parliamentary session. (NOTE: 
The Parliamentary session starts in 
October with the Opening of Parliament 
and the Queen’s Speech. It usually 
lasts until August. In the USA, a new 
congressional session starts on the 3rd 
of January each year.) o in session tak- 
ing place and carrying out the usual ac- 
tivities 
COMMENT: The Parliamentary session 
starts in October with the Opening of 
Parliament and the Queen’s Speech. It 
usually lasts until August. In the USA, 
anew congressional session starts on 
the 3rd of January each year. 


sessional Select Committee 
/,sef(a)n(a)l sı ,lekt ko'miti/ noun a Se- 
lect Committee set up at the beginning of 
each session of parliament o the Select 
Committee on Defence or the Defence 
Select Committee 


sessions /'sef(9)nz/ plural noun court 


sexual offence 


set /set/ noun n set (of chambers) se- 
ries of offices for a group of barristers 
who work together 

set aside / set 9'said/ verb to decide 
not to apply a decision, or to cancel an 
order, judgment or step taken by a party 
in legal proceedings o The arbitrator’s 
award was set aside on appeal. 

set down /,set 'daun/ verb to arrange 
for a trial to take place by putting it on 
one of the lists of trials o Pleadings must 
be submitted to the court when the action 
is set down for trial. 

set forth /,set 'fo:0/ verb to put down 
in writing o The argument is set forth in 
the document from the European Court. 
set-off /'set pf/ noun a counterclaim by 
a defendant which should be deducted 
from the sum being claimed by the 
claimant 

set out / set 'aut/ verb 1. to put down 
in writing o The claim is set out in the en- 
closed document. o The figures are set 
out in the tables at the back of the book. 
2. to try to do something o Counsel for 
the prosecution has set out to discredit 
the defence witness. 

settle /'set(s)l/ verb 1. n to settle an 
account to pay what is owed o to settle 
a claim to agree to pay what is asked for 
o The insurance company refused to set- 
tle his claim for storm damage. o the two 
parties settled out of court the two par- 
ties reached an agreement privately with- 
out continuing the court case 2. n to set- 
tle property on someone to arrange for 
land to be passed to trustees to keep for 
the benefit of future owners 3. to write 
out in final form o Counsel is instructed 
to settle the defence. 

settled land /,set(9)Ild ‘land/ noun 
land which is subject of a settlement 
settlement /'set(a)lmont/ noun 1. 
payment of an account o our basic dis- 
count is 20% but we offer an extra 5% 
for rapid settlement we take a further 
5% off the price if the customer pays 
quickly 2. an agreement reached after an 
argument o to effect a settlement be- 
tween two parties to bring two parties 
together and make them agree to a settle- 
ment o to accept something in full set- 
tlement to accept money or service from 
a debtor and agree that it covers all the 


claim 3. an arrangement where land is 
passed to trustees to keep for the benefit 
of future owners 

settlement day /'set(ə)lmənt de1/ 
noun the day when accounts have to be 
settled 

settle on /'set(ə)l pn/ verb to leave 
property to someone when you die o He 
settled his property on his children. 
settlor /'set(a)la/ noun somebody who 
settles property on someone 

sever /'sevo/ verb to split off from the 
rest o The property was severed from the 
rest of his assets and formed a specific 
legacy to his friend. 

severable /'sev(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adjective 
being able to be divided off from the rest 
o the deceased’s severable share of a 


joint property 


several /'sev(ə)rəl/ adjective 1. some 
o Several judges are retiring this year. o 
Several of our clients have received long 
prison sentences. 2. separate 
severally /'sev(a)rali/ adverb sepa- 
rately or not jointly o they are jointly 
and severally liable they are liable both 
together as a group and as individuals 
several tenancy /,sev(a)ral 
'tenonsi/ noun the holding of property 
by a number of people, each separately 
and not jointly with any other person 
severance /'sev(a)rans/ noun 1. the 
ending of a joint tenancy 2. the ending of 
a contract of employment 

severance pay /'sev(o)rons pel/ 
noun money paid as compensation to 
someone who is losing his or her job 
sexual /'sekfual/ adjective relating to 
the two sexes 

sexual discrimination /,sekfuol 
diskrimi'netf(a)n/_ noun the unfair 
treatment of someone because of their 
sex, either before or after entering a con- 
tract of employment or during the course 
of their employment. It may be ‘direct’ 
or ‘indirect’. 

sexual intercourse /,sekfuəl 
'ıntəkə:s/ noun a sexual act between a 
man and a woman o Sexual intercourse 
with a girl under sixteen is an offence. 
sexual offence /sekfusl o'fens/ 
noun criminal acts where sexual inter- 
course takes place, e.g. rape, incest 


SFO 


SFO abbreviation Serious Fraud Office 


shady /'ferdi/ adjective not honest o a 
shady deal 

sham /fzm/ adjective false or not true 
share capital /'feə ,kzpit(o)I/ noun 
the value of the assets of a company held 
as shares 

share certificate /'feə so,tiftkot/ 
noun a document proving that you own 
shares 

shareholder /'feəhəuldə/ noun 
somebody who owns shares in a compa- 
ny 

shareholders’ agreement 
/Seahauldez ə'griımənt/ noun an 
agreement showing the rights of share- 
holders in a company 

shareholders’ equity /,feəhəuldəz 
‘ekwiti/ noun the amount of a compa- 
ny’s capital which is owned by share- 
holders 

share option /'feor ,opfan/ noun the 
right to buy or sell shares at a specific 
price at a time in the future 

share quoted ex dividend /feə 
.kwoutid eks 'dividend/ noun a share 
price not including the right to receive 
the next dividend 

sharp practice /,fa:p 'præktıs/ noun 
a way of doing business which is not 
honest or fair, but is not illegal 

sheriff /' ferif/ noun 1. US an official in 
charge of justice in a county (NOTE: At 
federal level, the equivalent is a mar- 
shal.) 2. (in Scotland) the chief judge in 
a district 

Sheriff Court /'ferıf ko:t/ noun a 
court presided over by a sheriff 
sheriff’s sale /'fertfs ,serl/ noun a 
public sale of the goods of a person 
whose property has been seized by the 
courts because he or she has defaulted on 
payments 

shipper /'fīpə/ noun a person who 
sends goods or who organises the send- 
ing of goods for other customers 
shipping agent /Sipm ,erdzont/ 
noun a company which specialises in the 
sending of goods 

shipping company /'Stpiy 
“Kamp(a)ni/ noun a company which 
owns ships 


shipwreck /'fıprek/ noun the action 
of sinking or badly damaging a ship 
shoot /fu:t/ verb 1. to fire a gun 2. to 
hit or kill a person or animal by firing a 
gun 

shootout /'fu:taut/ noun a fight be- 
tween people who are using guns 

shop /fop/ verb o to shop (for) some- 
thing to look for things in shops 
shoplifter /'foplıftə/ noun somebody 
who steals goods from shops o At Christ- 
mas time gangs of shoplifters target the 
stores in Oxford Street. 

shoplifting /‘fopliftm/ noun the of- 
fence of stealing goods from shops, by 
taking them when the shop is open and 
not paying for them 

Short Cause List /,fo:t 'ko:z list/ 
noun the set of cases to be heard in the 
Queen’s Bench Division which the judge 
thinks are not likely to take very long to 
hear 

shorthand writer /,fo:thend 'raito/ 
noun somebody who takes down in 
shorthand evidence or a judgment given 
in court 

shorthold tenancy /,fo:thould 
'tenonsi/ noun a protected tenancy for a 
limited period of less than five years 
short lease /,fo:t ‘lits/ noun a lease 
which runs for up to two or three years o 
to rent office space on a twenty-year 
lease o We have a short lease on our cur- 
rent premises. 

short sharp shock /,fo:t fap 'fok/ 
noun formerly, a type of punishment for 
young offenders where they were sub- 
jected to harsh discipline for a short peri- 
od in a detention centre 

short title /,fo:t 'tart(a)l/ noun the 
usual name by which an Act of Parlia- 
ment is known 

show of hands /,fau ov 'hændz/ 
noun a way of casting votes where peo- 
ple show how they vote by raising their 
hands o The motion was carried on a 
show of hands. 

shrink-wrap licence /frink rep 
‘lars(a)ns/, license /'lars(ə)ns/ noun a 
manufacturer’s licence applied to soft- 
ware sold to a customer under which the 
manufacturer grants only limited war- 
ranty over the product 
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COMMENT: In general, the customer 
does not own the software he has 
bought, and the manufacturer has no 
liability for damages consequent on 
using the product. 


SI abbreviation statutory instrument 
sic /stk/ nounused to show that this was 
the way a word was actually written in 
the document in question even if it looks 
like a mistake o The letter stated ‘my le- 
gal adviser intends to apply for attack 
(sic) of earnings’. 

sick leave /'stk li:v/ noun a period 
when an employee is away from work 
because of illness 

sight draft /‘sait dra:ft/ noun a bill of 
exchange which is payable when it is 
presented 

signatory /'sıgnət(ə)ri/ noun a person 
who signs an official document such as a 
contract o You have to get the permission 
of all the signatories to the agreement if 
you want to change the terms. 
signature /'sıgnıtfə/ noun 1. a sur- 
name and personal name or initials writ- 
ten by person in the same typical way 
every time they sign a document so that 
it can be recognised as belonging only to 
that person o a pile of letters waiting for 
the managing director’s signature o The 
contract has been engrossed ready for 
signature. o A will needs the signature of 
the testator and two witnesses. o All the 
company’s cheques need two signatures. 
ù electronic signature 2. the action of 
signing a document o Are the letters 
ready for signature yet? 

silk /silk/ noun o a silk a Queen’s 
Counsel (informal) = to take silk to be- 
come a QC 

similiter /st'milits/ adverb a Latin 
word meaning ‘similarly’ or ‘in a similar 
way’ 

simple contract /,stmpol 
'kpontrækt/ noun a contract which is not 
under seal, but is made orally or in writ- 
ing. Compare contract under seal 
sine die /,si:ni 'di:e1/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘with no day’ o the 
hearing was adjourned sine die the 
hearing was adjourned without saying 
when it would meet again 

sine qua non /,smi kwa: 'npn/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘without 


which nothing’: condition without which 
something cannot work o Agreement by 
the management is a sine qua non of all 
employment contracts. 

sinking fund /'sıņykıy fand/ noun a 
fund built up out of amounts of money 
put aside regularly to meet a future need 
sit-down protest /'sıt daun 
,prautest/ noun an action by members 
of the staff who occupy their place of 
work and refuse to leave 

sitting /'sittj/ noun a meeting of a 
court, tribunal or parliament (NOTE: 
There are four sittings in the legal year: 
Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter and Trini- 
ty.) 

sittings /‘stttz/ plural noun periods 
when courts sit 

sitting tenant /,sit1y 'tenont/ noun a 
tenant who is living in a house when the 
freehold or lease is sold 

situate /'sitfueitid/, situated adjec- 
tive in a specific place o a freehold prop- 
erty situated in the borough of Richmond 
situations vacant / sit fuerf(s)nz 
'verkənt/ plural noun a list of jobs 
which are available 

skeleton /'skelit(a)n/ noun the basic 
details of something 

skeleton key /,skelit(a)n 'ki:/ noun a 
key which will fit several different doors 
in a building 

skimming /'skımıy/ noun the crime of 
fraudulently reusing the electronic infor- 
mation from a swiped credit card or pay- 
ment card 

slander /'sla:nda/ noun an untrue spo- 
ken statement which damages someone’s 
character. ù defamation of character o 
action for slander, slander action case 
in a law court where someone says that 
another person had slandered him m verb 
o to slander someone to damage some- 
one’s character by saying untrue things 
about him. Compare libel 

slanderous /'sla:nd(a)ras/ adjective 
being slander o He made slanderous 
statements about the Prime Minister on 
television. 

slip /slip/ noun 1. a small piece of pa- 
per, especially a note of the details of a 
marine insurance policy o He handed a 
slip of paper to the person sitting next to 


slip law 


him. 2. a slip of paper used for a particu- 
lar purpose o a voting slip 3. a small mis- 
take o He made a couple of slips in re- 
peating what he had said the day before. 
slip law /'slip lo:/ noun US a law pub- 
lished for the first time after it has been 
approved, printed on a single sheet of pa- 
per or as a small separate booklet 
slip rule /'slıp ru:l/ noun the name for 
one of the Rules of the Supreme Court 
allowing minor errors to be corrected on 
pleadings 
small ads /'smo:l ædz/ plural noun 
short private advertisements in a newspa- 
per selling small items, offering or re- 
questing jobs, etc. 
small claim /;smo:l 'kletm/ noun a 
claim for less than £5000 in the County 
Court 
small claims court /,smo:1 'klermz 
i|kort/ noun a court which deals with dis- 
putes over small amounts of money 
small claims track /,smo:1 'klermz 
itreek/ noun the case management sys- 
tem which applies to claims under 
£5,000 
COMMENT: The aim of the small claims 
track is to deal with disputes as rapidly 
as possible, especially where the liti- 
gants appear in person. Lawyers are 
discouraged, but lay representatives 
can appear. There is only a limited 
right of appeal in this track. 
smuggle /'smag(a)l/ verb to take 
goods into or out of a country without 
declaring them to the customs o They 
had to smuggle the spare parts into the 
country. 
smuggler /'smagla/ noun somebody 
who smuggles 
smuggling /‘smaglin/ noun the of- 
fence of taking goods illegally into or out 
of a country, without paying any tax o He 
made his money in arms smuggling. 
snatch squad /'snztf skwod/ noun 
a group of police officers trained to find 
and arrest the leaders of groups causing 
public disorder 
snatch theft /'snætf Oeft/ noun the 
theft of an item of personal property such 
as a bag or mobile phone in a public 
place 
social advantage /,souf(o)l əd 
'varntid3/ noun a benefit which some 


people are given, e.g. a bus pass given to 
a retired person or a special loan given to 
a family with many children 

social class /,sauf(a)l 'kla:s/ noun a 
group of people who have a position in 
society 

social ownership —_/,sau f(a) 
‘gunofip/ noun a situation where an in- 
dustry is nationalised and run by a board 
appointed by the government 

social worker /'souf(9)l ,w3:ko/ 
noun somebody who works in a social 
services department, visiting and look- 
ing after people who need help 

SOCO /'spkau/ noun a police officer 
responsible for collecting forensic evi- 
dence. Full form scene of crime offic- 
er 

sodomy /'spdami/ noun same as bug- 
gery 

soft loan /,spft 'ləun/ noun a loan 
from a company to an employee or from 
one government to another with no inter- 
est payable 

sole /saul/ adjective only 

solemn /'splam/ adjective o solemn 
and binding agreement agreement 
which is not legally binding, but which 
all parties are supposed to obey 

sole owner /,soul 'aunə/ noun a per- 
son who owns a business and has no part- 
ners 

sole trader /,saul 'trerdə/ noun a per- 
son who runs a business, usually without 
partners, but has not registered it as a 
company 

solicit /so'listt/ verb 1. o to solicit or- 
ders to ask for orders, to try to get people 
to order goods 2. to ask for something 
immoral, especially to offer to provide 
sexual intercourse for money 
soliciting /sa'listt1m/ noun the offence 
of offering to provide sexual intercourse 
for money 

solicitor /sa'listta/ noun a lawyer who 
has passed the examinations of the Law 
Society and has a valid certificate to 
practise, who gives advice to members of 
the public and acts for them in legal mat- 
ters, and who may have right of audience 
in some courts o to instruct a solicitor 
to give orders to a solicitor to act on your 
behalf o the Official Solicitor solicitor 


Special Branch 


who acts in the High Court for parties 
who have no one to act for them, usually 
because they are under an official disa- 
bility 
COMMENT: Solicitors of ten years 
standing can be appointed as judges. 
Solicitor-advocates are fully qualified 
solicitors who have taken additional 
advocacy exams. Solicitor-advocates 
have the same rights of audience as 
barristers. 
Solicitor-General /so,listta 
'‘dzen(a)ral/ noun one of the law offic- 
ers, a Member of the House of Commons 
and deputy to the Attorney-General 
Solicitor-General for Scotland /sə 
listta ,dzen(a)ral fa 'skotland/ noun a 
junior law officer in Scotland 
solicitors’ charges /sə'lsıtəz 
,tfard31z/ plural noun payments to be 
made to solicitors for work done on be- 
half of clients 
solitary confinement /,svlit(o)ri 
kon'fainmont/ noun the practice of 
keeping someone alone in a cell, without 
being able to see or speak to other pris- 
oners o He was kept in solitary confine- 
ment for six months. 
solus agreement /səuləs ə 
'griimənt/ noun an agreement where 
one party is linked only to the other par- 
ty, especially an agreement where a re- 
tailer buys all their stock from a single 
supplier 
solvency /'splv(a)nsi/ noun the abili- 
ty to pay all debts. ù insolvency 
solvent /'splv(a)nt/ adjective having 
enough money to pay debts o When he 
bought the company it was barely sol- 
vent. ma noun a powerful glue 
solvent abuse /'splvant 9,bju:s/ 
noun the activity of sniffing solvent, 
which acts as a hallucinatory drug 
SOSR abbreviation some other sub- 
stantial reason 
sought /so:t/» seek 
sound /saund/ adjective reliable, ef- 
fective or thorough o The company’s fi- 
nancial situation is very sound. o The so- 
licitor gave us some very sound advice. o 
The evidence brought forward by the po- 
lice is not very sound. o of sound mind 
sane, mentally well o He was of sound 
mind when he wrote the will. 


soundness /'saundnas/ noun the fact 
of being reasonable 
source /so:s/ noun a place where 
something comes from o source of in- 
come o You must declare income from all 
sources to the Inland Revenue. 0 income 
which is taxed at source where the tax 
is removed before the income is paid 
South-Eastern Circuit /sav@ 
jlist(a)n 'sarkit/ noun one of the six cir- 
cuits of the Crown Court to which barris- 
ters belong, with its centre in London 
sovereign /'spvrin/ adjective having 
complete freedom to govern itself 
sovereign immunity /spvrin 1 
'mjuiniti/ noun immunity of a foreign 
head of state or former head of state from 
prosecution outside his or her country for 
crimes committed inside his or her coun- 
try in the course of exercising public 
function 
sovereign rights /spvrin 'rarts/ 
noun the rights of a state, which are lim- 
ited by the application of EU law 
Speaker /'spi:ka/ noun somebody 
who presides over a meeting of a parlia- 
ment o discussions held behind the 
Speaker’s chair informal discussions 
between representatives of opposing po- 
litical parties meeting on neutral ground 
away from the floor of the House 
COMMENT: In the House of Commons, 
the speaker is an ordinary Member of 
Parliament chosen by the other mem- 
bers; the equivalent in the House of 
Lords is the Lord Chancellor. In the US 
Congress, the speaker of the House of 
Representatives is an ordinary con- 
gressman, elected by the other con- 
gressmen; the person presiding over 
meetings of the Senate is the Vice- 
President. 
Speaker’s Chaplain /,spi:kəz 
'tfeeplin/ noun a priest who reads 
prayers at the beginning of each sitting of 
the House of Commons 
special /'spef(o)l/ adjective referring 
to one particular thing 
special agent /,spef(o)l ‘erdzont/ 
noun 1. a person who represents some- 
one in a particular matter 2. a person who 
does secret work for a government 
Special Branch /'spef(9)l bra:nf/ 
noun a department of the British police 
which deals with terrorism 


special constable 


special constable /,spef(a)l 
'kanstəb(ə)l/ noun a part-time police- 
man who works mainly at weekends or 
on important occasions 

special damages __/spef(a)l 
'dæmıd3ız/ plural noun damages 
awarded by court to compensate for a 
loss such as the expense of repairing 
something, which can be calculated 
(NOTE: Damages are noted at the end 
of a report on a case as: Special dam- 


ages: £100; General damages: 
£2,500.) 
special deposits /spef(o)l di 


‘ppzits/ plural noun large sums of mon- 
ey which banks have to deposit with the 
Bank of England 

special directions /spef(9)l dar 
'rekfonz/ plural noun instructions given 
by a court in a specific case, which are 
additional to the standard instructions 


special indorsement /,spef(a)l in 
'‘dorsmont/ noun full details of a claim 
involving money, land or goods which a 
claimant is trying to recover 


specialise /'spefoalaiz/ verb 1. to 
study one particular subject o He spe- 
cialised in employment cases. 2. to pro- 
duce one thing in particular o The com- 
pany specialises in electronic compo- 
nents. (NOTE: specialised - 
specialising) 

special procedure /,spef(9)l pro 
'sitd30/ noun a special system for deal- 
ing quickly with undefended divorce 
cases whereby the parties can obtain a di- 
vorce without the necessity of a full trial 


special resolution /,spef(o)l ,rezo 
'lu:f(ə)n/ noun a resolution of the mem- 
bers of a company which is only valid if 
itis approved by 75% of the votes cast at 
a meeting 
COMMENT: 21 days’ notice that special 
resolution will be put to a meeting must 
be given. A special resolution might 
deal with an important matter, such as 
a change to the company’s articles of 
association, a change of the compa- 
ny’s name, or of the objects of the 
company. 
special sessions _/spef(a)l 
'sef(a)ns/ plural noun a Magistrates’ 
Court for a district which is held for a 
special unusual reason 


specialty contract /,spef(o)Iti kən 
'trækt/ noun a contract made under seal 
specific devise /spo,siftk di'vaiz/ 
noun devise of a specified property to 
someone 

specific disclosure /spo,sifik dis 
'klau30/ noun an order by a court for a 
party to disclose specific documents or 
to search for them and disclose them if 
they are found to exist 

specific legacy /spo,sifik 'legəsi/ 
noun a legacy of a specific item to some- 
one ina will 

specific performance /spo,sifik po 
'formons/ noun a court order to a party 
to carry out his or her obligations in a 
contract 

specimen /'spesımın/ noun some- 
thing which is given as a sample o to give 
specimen signatures on a bank man- 
date to write the signatures of all people 
who can sign cheques on an account so 
that the bank can recognise them 
speeding /'spi:din/ noun an offence 
committed when driving a vehicle faster 
than the speed limit o He was booked for 
speeding. 

spent conviction /spent kon 
'vikfan/ noun a conviction for which an 
accused person has been sentenced in the 
past and which must not be referred to in 
open court when trying a different case 
sphere of influence /,sfio ov 
'ınfluəns/ noun an area of the world 
where a very strong country can exert 
powerful influence over other states o 
Some Latin American states fall within 
the USA’s sphere of influence. 
splendid isolation /,splendid ,atso 
‘lerf(a)n/ noun a policy where a country 
refuses to link with other countries in 
treaties 

spoils of war /,spoilz ov 'wo:/ plural 
noun goods or valuables taken by an 
army from an enemy 

spoilt ballot paper /sporlt ,belot 
'perpə/ noun a voting paper which has 
not been filled in correctly by the voter 
(NOTE: spoiling — spoiled or spoilt) 
spokesperson //'spauks,p3:s(a)n/ 
noun somebody who speaks in public on 
behalf of a group (NOTE: The word 
spokesperson is now often used, as it 
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avoids making a distinction between 
men and women.) 
spot price /'spvt prais/ noun the 
price for immediate delivery of a com- 
modity 
spouse /spaus/ noun 1. a husband or 
wife 2. a person who is married to anoth- 
er person 
springing use /,sprinin 'ju:s/ nouna 
use which will come into effect if some- 
thing happens in the future 
spy /spai/ noun somebody who tries to 
find out secrets about another country o 
He spent many years as a spy for the en- 
emy. o He was arrested as a spy. = verb 
1. to watch another country secretly to 
get information o She was accused of 
spying for the enemy. 2. to see a I spy 
strangers words said by an MP when he 
or she wants to tell the Speaker to clear 
the public galleries 
squad /skwod/ noun 1. a special group 
of police 2. a special group of soldiers or 
workers 
squad Car /'skwod ka:/ noun a police 
patrol car 
square measure /skwes 'me3ə/ 
nounarea in square feet or metres, calcu- 
lated by multiplying width and length 
squat /skwot/ verb to occupy premises 
belonging to another person unlawfully 
and without title or without paying rent 
(NOTE: squatting — squatted) 
squatter /'skwptə/ noun somebody 
who squats in someone else’s property 
COMMENT: If a squatter has lived on 
the premises for a long period (over 12 
years) and the owner has not tried to 
evict him or her, he or she may have 
rights over the premises. 
squatter’s rights /‘skwotoz ,raits/ 
plural noun rights of a person who is 
squatting in another person’s property to 
remain in unlawful possession of premis- 
es until ordered to leave by a court 
squeal /skwi:l/ verb to inform the po- 
lice about other criminals (slang) 
squire /'skwatoa/ noun US a local legal 
official such as a magistrate 
stabvest /'steebvest/ noun a padded 
waistcoat, designed to protect a police or 
security officer against attacks with 
knives 


staff turnover /sta:f 'ts:nouvo/ 
noun the regular changes in staff that oc- 
cur in a workplace, when some leave and 
others join 


stakeholder /'sterkhauldo/ noun 1. 
someone with a personal interest in how 
something happens 2. a person or group 
of people who have invested in and own 
part of a business 3. a person who holds 
money impartially, such as money de- 
posited by one of the parties to a wager, 
until it has to be given it up to another 
party 

stakeholder pension /'sterkhouldo 
,penfan/ noun a pension scheme availa- 
ble to employees through their employer, 
although the employer does not have to 
contribute any funds to it 

stamp duty /'stzemp ,dju:ti/ noun a 
tax on documents recording legal activi- 
ties such as the conveyance of a property 
to a new owner or the contract for the 
purchase of shares 


stamped addressed envelope 
/,steempd o,dresd 'envalaup/ noun an 
envelope with your own address written 
on it and a stamp stuck on it to pay for the 
return postage 


stand /stænd/ noun 1. an active cam- 
paign against something o the govern- 
ment’s stand against racial prejudice o 
The police chief criticised the council’s 
stand on law and order. 2. the position of 
a member of Congress on a question (ei- 
ther for or against) 3. o to take the stand 
to go into the witness box to give evi- 
dence m verb 1. to offer yourself as a can- 
didate in an election o He stood as a Lib- 
eral candidate in the General Election. o 
He is standing against the present deputy 
leader in the leadership contest. o She 
was persuaded to stand for parliament. o 
He has stood for office several times, but 
has never been elected. 2. to exist, to be 
in a state o The report stood referred to 
the Finance Committee. (NOTE: stand- 
ing — stood) 

standard /'stændəd/ noun the normal 
quality or normal conditions against 
which other things are judged o produc- 
tion standards quality of production o 
up to standard of acceptable quality 


standard agreement 
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standard agreement /|stzndod ə 
'grizmont/ noun a normal printed con- 
tract form 

standard directions /,stzndod dar 
'rekfanz/ plural noun directions as laid 
out in the practice direction for a partic- 
ular track 

standard disclosure /,steendod dis 
'klau30/ noun a statement by a party 
about the existence of documents which 
will support his case, or which do not 
support his case, or which will support 
the case of the other party 

standard form contract /,stendod 
form 'kontrekt/ noun a contract which 
states the conditions of carrying out a 
common commercial arrangement such 
as chartering a ship 

standard letter /stendod 'letə/ 
noun a letter which is sent with only mi- 
nor changes to various correspondents 
standard of living /,stendod ov 
‘lrvin/ noun a quality of personal home 
life such as amount of food or clothes 
bought or the size of a family car 
standard rate /'stzendad reit/ noun a 
general level of tax such as the level of 
income tax which is paid by most tax- 
payers or the level of VAT which is lev- 
ied on most goods and services 
Standard Time /'stændəd taim/ 
noun normal time as in the winter 
months 

stand down /,stznd 'daun/ verb to 
withdraw your name from an election o 
The wife of one of the candidates is ill 
and he has stood down. 

standi » locus standi 

stand in for /,stzend '1n fo:/ verb to 
take the place of someone o Mr Smith is 
standing in for the chairman who is away 
on holiday. 

standing /'steendin/ adjective perma- 
nent m noun good reputation o the finan- 
cial standing of a company 

standing committee /'stzndin kə 
“miti/ noun a permanent committee 
which deals with matters not given to 
other committees, e.g. a parliamentary 
committee which examines Bills not sent 
to other committees 

standing orders /,stzndin 's:doz/ 
plural noun rules or regulations which 


control the conduct of any official insti- 
tution or committee 


stand over /,stzend 'əuvə/ verb to ad- 
journ o The case has been stood over to 
next month. 


Star Chamber /'sta: ,tfermbo/ noun 
formerly, a royal court which tried cases 
without a jury 


stare decisis /,sta:rer dī'sarsıs/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘stand by 
preceding decisions’: principle that 
courts must abide by precedents set by 
judgments made in higher courts 

state /stert/ noun 1. a semi-independ- 
ent section of a federal country such as 
the USA 2. the government of a country 
o offence against the state an act of at- 
tacking the lawful government of a coun- 
try, e.g. sedition, treason m verb to say 
clearly o The document states that all 
revenue has to be declared to the tax of- 
fice. 

state capital /,stert 'keepit(a)l/ noun 
the main town in a state or province 
State Capitol / stert 'kepit(s)l/ noun 
in the USA, a building which houses the 
State legislature in the main city of a 
state 


state-controlled /'stert kan,trauld/ 
adjective run by the state o state-control- 
led television 


state enterprise /,stert 'entopraiz/ 
noun a company run by the state o The 
bosses of state industries are appointed 
by the government. 

stateless person /,stertlas 
'p3:s(9)n/ noun somebody who is not a 
citizen of any state 

statement /'stertmont/ noun 1. an an- 
nouncement of something in public o 
The company issued a statement denying 
the allegations. o The celebrity’s manag- 
er made a brief statement to the press. 2. 
a formal account of what happened or 
what was seen at a particular time, given 
to the police who are investigating a 
crime o to make a statement to give de- 
tails of something to the police o to 
make a false statement to give wrong 
details to the police about something that 
happened or was seen 3. the presentation 
of information about something o state- 
ments of case (in a civil court) docu- 


statute-barred 


ments relating to a claim, including the 
claim form, the particulars of claim, the 
defence and counterclaim, the reply and 
the defence to the counterclaim o state- 
ment of claim a pleading containing de- 
tails of a claimant’s case and the relief 
sought against the defendant o state- 
ment of truth a statement attached to a 
claim form or the particulars of claim by 
which the claimant or defendant states 
that he believes that the facts given are 
true (if it can be proved that he signed the 
statement without believing it to be true, 
he is guilty of contempt of court) o state- 
ment of value a document filed by the 
claimant as part of his claim, detailing 
the value of the claim, or a document 
filed by the defendant giving his estimate 
of value in reply to the claim 4. a docu- 
ment that shows the amount of money in 
a bank account or information about 
business accounts o a financial statement 
o a monthly statement 


statement of account / stertmənt 
əv ə'kaunt/ noun a list of invoices and 
credits and debits sent by a supplier to a 
customer at the end of each month 


statement of affairs /,stertmant əv 
a'feaz/ noun an official statement made 
by an insolvent company, listing its as- 
sets and liabilities 

statement of claim /,stertmont ov 
'klerm/ noun » particulars of claim 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has been replaced by particulars 
of claim.) 


Statement of Means /stertmont ov 
'mi:nz/ noun a statement showing the fi- 
nancial position of the claimant, attached 
to an application for Legal Aid 
statement of truth /,stertmont əv 
'tru:0/ noun a statement attached to a 
claim form or the particulars of a claim 
by which the claimant or defendant 
states that he or she believes that the facts 
given are true. If it can be proved that the 
statement was signed without believing 
it to be true, the claimant is guilty of con- 
tempt of court. 

statement of value /,stertmont ov 
'veelju:/ noun a document filed by the 
claimant as part of a claim, detailing the 
value of the claim, or a document filed by 


the defendant giving an estimate of value 
in reply to the claim 


statements of case /,steitmonts ov 
'kers/ plural noun documents relating to 
a claim, including the claim form, the 
particulars of claim, the defence and 
counterclaim, the reply and the defence 
to the counterclaim (NOTE: Since the in- 
troduction of the new Civil Procedure 
Rules in April 1999, this term has re- 
placed pleadings.) 

state of indebtedness / stert ov in 
'detidnos/ noun the state of owing mon- 
ey 

state of repair /,stert ov r1'peo/ noun 
the physical condition of something o 
The house was in a bad state of repair 
when he bought it. 


State of the Union message /steit 
av 6a ,juinjon 'mesid3/ noun US an 
annual speech by the President of the 
USA which summarises the political sit- 
uation in the country 


States of the Union /,sterts əv ðə 
‘jurnjon/ plural noun the states joined 
together to form the United States of 
America 

statistical discrepancy /stə 
itistik(a)l_ di'skrepansi/ noun the 
amount by which two sets of figures dif- 
fer 


statistics /sta'tistiks/ plural noun 
study of facts in the form of figures o He 
asked for the birth statistics for 1998. o 
Council statistics show that the amount 
of rented property in the borough has in- 
creased. o Government trade statistics 
show that exports to the EC have fallen 
over the last six months. 

status inquiry /'stertəs m,kwarori/ 
noun a request for a check on a custom- 
er’s credit rating 

status quo /,steitas 'kwoau/ noun the 
state of things as they are now o The con- 
tract does not alter the status quo. 


status quo ante /steitos ,kkwou 
'ænti/ noun the situation as it was before 
statute /'st zt furt/ noun an established 
written law, especially an Act of Parlia- 
ment 

statute-barred /,stzetfu:t 'ba:d/ ad- 
jective being unable to take place be- 


statute book 
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cause the time laid down in the statute of 
limitations has expired 

statute book /'stztfu:t buk/ noun 
all laws passed by Parliament which are 
still in force 

statute of limitations /,stztJu:t ov 
ilmmi'terf(a)nz/ noun a law which al- 
lows only a certain amount of time (usu- 
ally six years) for someone to start legal 
proceedings to claim property or com- 
pensation for damage, etc. 

statutorily /‘stztJut(a)rili/ adverb by 
statute o a statutorily protected tenant 
statutory /'stetfut(a)ri/ adjective 
fixed by law or by a statute o powers con- 
ferred on an authority by the statutory 
code o There is a statutory period of pro- 
bation of thirteen weeks. o The authority 
has a statutory obligation to provide free 
education to all children. 

statutory books / stætfut(ə)ri 
‘buks/ plural noun official registers 
which a company must keep 

statutory declaration 
/steetfout(a)ri ,deklo'rerf(a)n/ noun 1. 
a statement made to the Registrar of 
Companies that a company has complied 
with certain legal conditions 2. a declara- 
tion signed and witnessed for official 
purposes 

statutory duty /,stztfot(a)ri 'dju:ti/ 
noun a duty which someone must per- 
form and which is laid down by statute 
statutory holiday /,stztfut(o)ri 
‘holidei/ noun a holiday which is fixed 
by law 

statutory instrument /stztfut(o)ri 
‘Instrumont/ noun an order with the 
force of law made under authority grant- 
ed to a minister by an Act of Parliament. 
Abbreviation SI 

statutory legacy /,stetfout(e)ri 
‘legasi/ noun the amount of money 
which is distributed to a surviving spouse 
of a person who dies intestate and has 
other surviving relatives but no surviving 
children 

statutory trust /stætfut(ə)ri 'trast/ 
noun an arrangement for holding proper- 
ty on behalf of the children of a person 
who has died intestate 

statutory 
/stætfut(o)ri 


undertakers 
Ando'terkoz/ plural 


noun bodies formed by statute and hav- 
ing legal duties to provide services such 
as gas, electricity or water 


statutory will /,stetJut(o)ri 'wil/ 
noun a will made on behalf of a person 
who is judged unable to do so themselves 
on the instructions of the Court of Pro- 
tection 


stay /ste1/ noun the temporary stopping 
of an order made by a court m verb to stop 
an action temporarily o The defendant 
made an application to stay the proceed- 
ings until the claimant gave security for 
costs. o One of the parties asked for the 
action to be stayed for a month to allow 
for a settlement to be attempted. 


stay away order /,ster ə'wer ,21də/ 
noun a court order that tells someone to 
have no contact or communication with 
another person 


stay of execution /sster əv eksi 
'kjurf(@)n/ noun a temporary prevention 
of someone from enforcing a judgment o 
The court granted the company a two- 
week stay of execution. o The stay was 
extended for a further four weeks. 


stay of proceedings /,ster əv pro 
'sirdinz/ noun the stopping of a case 
which is being heard o Proceedings will 
continue when the stay is lifted. 


steal /sti:l/ verb to take something 
which does not belong to you o Two bur- 
glars broke into the office and stole the 
petty cash. o One of our managers left to 
form her own company and stole the list 
of our clients’ addresses. o One of our 
biggest problems is stealing in the wine 
department. o handling, receiving sto- 
len goods the offence of dealing with 
goods (receiving them or selling them) 
which you know to have been stolen 


stealing /'sti:ltj/ noun the crime of 
taking property which belongs to some- 
one else o going equipped for stealing 
notifiable offence of carrying tools 
which could be used for burglary 


steaming /'sti:m1n/ noun an offence 
committed by a group of youths, usually 
unarmed, who rush down a street or 
through a public place such as a depart- 
ment store, stealing items and harassing 
people 


street crime 


stenographer /sta'nvgrafa/ noun an 
official person who can write in short- 
hand and so take records of what is said 
in court 

step- /step/ prefix showing a family re- 
lationship through a parent who has mar- 
ried again 

stepfather /'stepfa:d0/ noun a man 
who has married a child’s mother but is 
not the natural father of the child 
stepmother /'stepmada/ noun a 
woman who has married a child’s father 
but is not the natural mother of the child 


stepparent /'step,pesrant/ noun a 
stepfather or stepmother 


stinger /'stina/ noun a device covered 
in spikes that can be thrown across a road 
to puncture a car’s tyres if the police 
want to stop someone 

stipendiary magistrate  /star 
pendiori 'mzed3istreit/ noun a magis- 
trate who is a qualified lawyer and who 
receives a salary (as opposed to an un- 
paid Justice of the Peace). Compare lay 
magistrate (NOTE: Now called District 
Judge or Senior District Judge.) 


stipulate /'strpjulert/ verb to demand 
that a condition be put into a contract o to 
stipulate that the contract should run for 
five years o to pay the stipulated charges 
o The company failed to pay on the stip- 
ulated date or on the date stipulated in 
the contract. o The contract stipulates 
that the seller pays the buyer’s legal 
costs. 

stipulation /,strpju'lerf(o)n/ noun a 
condition in a contract 

stirpes » per stirpes 

stirpital /‘sts:pit(9)l/ adjective refer- 
ring to an entitlement which is divided 
among branches of a family rather than 
among individuals o The judge placed a 
stirpital construction on the rule that 
children of a deceased person dying in- 
testate must bring interest received from 
that person into hotchpot. 

stock /stok/ noun n in stock, out of 
stock available or not available in the 
warehouse or store 

stockbroking /'stokbraukin/ noun 
the trade of dealing in shares for clients o 
a stockbroking firm 


stock certificate /'stok sa,trfikot/ 
noun a document proving that someone 
owns shares in a company 

Stock Exchange listing /'stok 1ks 
itfernd3z ,listin/ noun an official list of 
shares which can be bought or sold on 
the Stock Exchange 

Stock Exchange operation /,stok 
tks tfeind3 ,ppa'rerf(9)n/ noun buying 
or selling of shares on the Stock Ex- 
change 

stock market manipulator /,stok 
markit mə'nıpjulertə/ noun some- 
body who tries to influence the price of 
shares in his or her own favour 

stock market valuation /,stok 
markit ,velju'erf(a)n/ noun the value 
of shares based on the current market 
price 

stock movements /'stok 
smurvments/ plural noun passing of 
stock into or out of the warehouse 
stock option /'stok ,ppfan/ noun the 
right to buy shares at a cheap price given 
by a company to its employees 

stock transfer form /,stok 
'treensf3: form/ noun a form to be 
signed by the person transferring shares 
to another 

stock valuation /stvl velju 
‘e1f(a)n/ noun estimation of the value of 
stock at the end of an accounting period 
stolen goods /,staulan 'gudz/ plural 
noun goods which have been stolen 
stop and search /stop on sa:tf/, 
stop and frisk US /stop on frisk/ noun 
the power held by a police officer to stop 
anyone and search them, even though 
there is no evidence that the person has 
committed any offence 

storm damage /'sto:m ,demid3/ 
noun damage caused by a storm 
straight /strert/ adjective not dishon- 
est o to play straight, to act straight 
with someone to act honestly with 
someone o to go straight to stop crimi- 
nal activities 

stranger crime /'stremnd3a ,krarm/ 
nouna violent crime in which the attack- 
er is someone whom the victim does not 
know 

street crime /'stri:t krarm/ noun 
criminal activity in a public place, espe- 
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cially an urban area, especially theft of 
personal possessions or cars, or the ille- 
gal possession or use of firearms 


street vendor /'stri:t ,venda/ noun 
somebody who sells food or small items 
in the street 


strict liability /strikt laro'brltti/ 
noun total liability for an offence which 
has been committed whether you are at 
fault or not 


strife /strarf/ noun violent public argu- 
ments and disorder 


strike /stratk/ noun 1. the activity of 
stopping work because of inability to 
reach agreement with management or 
because of orders from a union 2. o to 
take strike action to go on strike m verb 
1. to stop working because there is no 
agreement with management o fo strike 
for higher wages or for shorter working 
hours o to strike in protest against bad 
working conditions 2. to hit someone or 
something o Two policemen were struck 
by bottles. o He was struck on the head 
by a cosh. 3. o to strike from the record 
to remove words from the written min- 
utes of a meeting because they are incor- 
rect or offensive o The chairman’s re- 
marks were struck from the record. 


strike off /,stratk 'pf/ verb to delete a 
name or item from a list or record o to 
strike someone off the rolls to stop a so- 
licitor from practising by removing his or 
her name from the list of solicitors 

strike out /'strark aut/ verb 1. to de- 
lete a word or words from a document o 
to strike out the last word US way of 
getting permission of the chair to speak 
on a question, by moving that the last 
word of the amendment or section being 
discussed should be deleted 2. to order 
something written to be deleted, so that it 
no longer forms part of the case o fo 
strike out a pleading or a statement of 
case o A party can apply for a statement 
of case to be struck out if it is not verified. 
o A court may strike out a statement of 
case if it appears that the statement 
shows no grounds for bringing the claim. 
strip search /'strip s3:tf/ noun the 
searching of a person after he or she has 
removed their clothes (strip searches 
should be carried out by a doctor or 
nurse, or at least by a police officer of the 


same sex as the person being searched) 
(NOTE: Strip searches should be carried 
out by a doctor or nurse, or at least by a 
police officer of the same sex as the 
person being searched.) 

strongbox /'stronbpks/ noun a heavy 
metal box which cannot be opened easi- 
ly, in which valuable documents, money, 
etc., can be kept 

strongroom /'stronru:m/ noun a spe- 
cial room in a bank where valuable doc- 
uments, money, gold, etc., can be kept 
STV abbreviation single transferable 
vote 


sub- /sab/ prefix less important 


sub-agency /'sab ,e1d3ansi/ noun a 
small agency which is part of a large 
agency 

sub-agent /'sab ,eidzant/ noun 
somebody who is in charge of a sub- 
agency 

sub-clause /,sab 'klo:z/ noun part of 
a clause in a Bill being considered by 
Parliament, which will become a sub- 
section when the Bill becomes an Act 
sub-committee /'sab ko,miti/ noun 
a small committee which reports on a 
special subject to a main committee o He 
is chairman of the Finance Sub-Commit- 
tee. 

subcontract noun /'sab kontrekt/ a 
contract between the main contractor for 
a whole project and another firm who 
will do part of the work o They have been 
awarded the subcontract for all the elec- 
trical work in the new building. o We will 
put the electrical work out to subcon- 
tract. m verb /,sAbkon'trekt/ to agree 
with a company that they will do part of 
the work for a project o The electrical 
work has been subcontracted to Smith 
Ltd. 

subcontractor =_//'sabkoan,trekto/ 
noun a company which has a contract to 
do work for a main contractor 

subject /'sabd3ikt/ noun 1. what 
something is concerned with o The sub- 


ject of the action was the liability of the 


defendant for the claimant’s injuries. 2. 
somebody who is a citizen of a country 
and bound by its laws o He is a British 
subject. o British subjects do not need vi- 
sas to visit Common Market countries. o 


subsidiarity 


liberty of the subject the right of a citi- 
zen to be free unless convicted of a crime 
which is punishable by imprisonment 
subject to /‘sabd31kt tə/ adjective 1. 
depending on n the contract is subject 
to government approval the contract 
will be valid only if it is approved by the 
government o agreement, sale subject 
to contract agreement or sale which is 
not legal until a proper contract has been 
signed o offer subject to availability the 
offer is valid only if the goods are avail- 
able 2. being able to receive o these ar- 
ticles are subject to import tax import 
tax has to be paid on these articles 

sub judice /,sab 'd3u:disi/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘under the law’: 
being considered by a court and so not 
decided (NOTE: Cases which are ‘sub ju- 
dice’ cannot be mentioned in the media 
or in Parliament if the mention is likely 
to prejudice the trial, and so would con- 
stitute contempt of court.) 

sublease noun /'sabliis/ a lease from 
a tenant to another tenant m verb /sab 
'lizs/ to lease a leased property from an- 
other tenant o They subleased a small of- 
fice in the centre of town. 

sublessee /\sable'si:/ noun a person 
or company which holds a property on a 
sublease 

sublessor /,sable'so:/ noun a tenant 
who lets a leased property to another ten- 
ant 

sublet /sab'let/ verb to let a leased 
property to another tenant o We have 
sublet part of our office to a financial 
consultancy. (NOTE: subletting — sub- 
let — has sublet) 

submission /sab'm1f(9)n/ noun 1. a 
statement made to a judge or other per- 
son considering a case o The court heard 
the submission of defence counsel that 
there was no case to answer. or In the 
submission of defence counsel there was 
no case to answer. 2. a document outlin- 
ing a proposal given to someone who has 
to make a decision about it o The dead- 
line for submissions is the end of June. 3. 
the process of presenting something for 
consideration 4. the state of giving in or 
having to obey someone 

submit /sab'mit/ verb 1. to put some- 
thing forward to be examined o to submit 


a proposal to the committee o She sub- 
mitted a claim to the insurers. 2. to plead 
an argument in court o Counsel submit- 
ted that the defendant had no case to an- 
swer. o It was submitted that the right of 
self-defence can be available only 
against unlawful attack. 3. to agree to be 
ruled by something o He refused to sub- 
mit to the jurisdiction of the court. 
(NOTE: submitting — submitted) 


subornation of perjury 
/,sAbornerf(9)n əv 'p3idzeri/ noun the 
offence of getting someone to commit 
perjury 

subpoena /sa'pi:na/ noun a court or- 
der requiring someone to appear in court 
m verb to order someone to appear in 
court o The finance director was subpoe- 
naed by the prosecution. 


subpoena ad testificandum /so 
pina ed ,testifi'kaendam/ noun a 
court order requiring someone to appear 
as a witness 

subpoena duces tecum noun a 
court order requiring someone to appear 
as a witness and bring with them docu- 
ments relevant to the case (NOTE: Since 
the introduction of the new Civil Proce- 
dure Rules in April 1999, these terms 
have been replaced by witness sum- 
mons.) 


subrogation /,sabrau'gerf(a)n/ 
noun a legal principle whereby someone 
stands in the place of another person and 
acquires that person’s rights and is re- 
sponsible for that person’s liabilities 
subscribe /sab'skraib/ verb 1. o to 
subscribe to a magazine to pay for a se- 
ries of issues of a magazine 2. o to sub- 
scribe for shares to apply to buy shares 
in a new company 


sub-section /'sab ,sekfan/ noun a 
part of a section of a document such as an 
Act of Parliament o You will find the in- 


formation in sub-section 3 of Section 47. 


subsequent /'sabsikwant/ adjective 
following because of something 

subsidiarity /sob,stdi'zriti/ noun (in 
the EU) a principle that the Community 
shall only decide on matters which are 
better decided at Community level than 
at the level of the individual Member 
States and that other matters shall be left 


subsidiary 


to each Member State to decide (NOTE: 
Subsidiarity only operates in those are- 
as where the EU does not have exclu- 
sive jurisdiction.) 

subsidiary /sob'sidisri/ adjective re- 
lated to, but less important than, some- 
thing else o He faces one serious charge 
and several subsidiary charges arising 
out of the main charge. 

subsidiary company /sab,sidiari 
'kamp(o)ni/ noun a company which is 
owned by a parent company 
subsidise /'sabsidaiz/, subsidize 
verb to help by giving money o The gov- 
ernment has refused to subsidise the car 
industry. 

subsidised accommodation 
/,sabsidaizd ə, komoə'derf(ə)n/ noun 
cheap accommodation which is partly 
paid for by someone else such as an em- 
ployer or a local authority 

substance /'sabstons/ noun 1. a 
drug, solvent, gas or other material on 
which someone can become dependent 
or which can cause harm o regulations 
on the transport of dangerous substances 
such as corrosive chemicals o illegal 
substances ù controlled drug 2. the real 
basis of a report or argument o There is 
no substance to the stories about his res- 
ignation. 

substance abuse /'sabstons ə 
,bjurs/ noun the practice of drinking too 
much alcohol or using illegal drugs or 
other substances 

substantive /səb'stæntıv/ adjective 
real or actual 


substantive law /,sabstontiv 'lo:/ 
noun all laws including common law and 
statute law which deal with legal princi- 
ples (as opposed to procedural law which 
refers to the procedure for putting law 
into practice). Compare procedural law 
substantive motion /sob,stentiv 
'məuf(ə)n/ noun a motion which is 
complete in itself 

substantive offence /,sabstontiv ə 
'fens/ noun an offence which has actual- 
ly taken place 

substitute /‘sabstitju:t/ noun some- 
body or something which takes the place 
of someone or something else m verb 1. 
to take the place of something else 2. to 


put something in the place of something 
else o They made an application to sub- 
stitute a party, but the claimant refused 
his consent. 

substituted service /,sabstitju:tid 
‘s3ivis/ noun serving a legal document 
on someone other than by the legally pre- 
scribed method, e.g. by posting it to the 
last known address, or by advertising in 
the press (NOTE: Since the introduction 
of the new Civil Procedure Rules in 
April 1999, this term has been replaced 
by service by an alternative method.) 
substitution /,sabsti'tju:f(a)n/ noun 
an act of putting something or someone 
in the place of something else o The sub- 
stitution of a party may take place if the 
court agrees that the original party was 
named by mistake. 

substitutionary /,sabst1 
'tju:f(a)n(a)ri/ adjective acting as a 
substitute o He made a will leaving eve- 
rything to his wife, but with the substitu- 
tionary provision that if she died before 
him, his estate devolved on their chil- 
dren. 

subtenancy /sab'tenonsi/ noun an 
agreement to sublet a property 
subtenant /sab'tenont/ noun a per- 
son or company to which a property has 
been sublet 

subversive /səb'vsisıv/ adjective 
acting secretly against the government o 
The police is investigating subversive 
groups in the student organisations. 
success fee /sak'ses fit/ noun a fee 
which is only paid to a lawyer if the case 
he or she has taken has been successful 
for his or her client 

succession /sok'sef(a)n/ noun the 
act of acquiring property or title from 
someone who has died 

successor /sok'sesa/ noun some- 
body who takes over from someone o Mr 
Smith’s successor as chairman will be 
Mr Jones. 

sue /sju:/ verb to start legal proceed- 
ings against someone to get compensa- 
tion for a wrong o fo sue someone for 
damages o He is suing the company for 
£50,000 compensation. 

sufferance /'safarans/ noun an 
agreement to something which is not 


sunshine law 


stated, but assumed because no objection 
has been raised o He has been allowed to 
live in the house on sufferance. 
suffrage /‘safrid3/ noun the right to 
vote in elections 
suggestion box /so'd3estfon boks/ 
noun a place in a company where mem- 
bers of staff can put forward their ideas 
for making the company more efficient 
and profitable 
suicide /'su:rsard/ noun 1. the act of 
killing yourself o The police are treating 
the death as suicide, not murder. o to 
commit suicide to kill yourself o After 
shooting his wife, he committed suicide 
in the bedroom. 2. somebody who has 
committed suicide 
COMMENT: Aiding suicide is a notifia- 
ble offence. 
suicide pact /'surisaid pekt/ noun 
an agreement between two or more peo- 
ple that they will all commit suicide at 
the same time 
sui generis /,su:ar 'd3enoris/ phrase 
a Latin phrase meaning ‘of its own 
right’: being in a class of its own 
sui juris /,su:ar 'd3uorts/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘in one’s own 
right’: legally able to make contracts and 
sue others or be sued. Compare alieni ju- 
ris 
suit /su:t/ noun a civil legal case 
sum /spm/ verb o to sum up (of a 
judge) to speak at the end of a trial and 
review all the evidence and arguments 
for the benefit of the jury 
summarily /'samərıli/ adverb imme- 
diately o Magistrates can try a case sum- 
marily or refer it to the Crown Court. 
summarise /'samoraiz/ verb to write 
or give a short account of what has been 
said or what happened (NOTE: summa- 
rised — summarising) 
summary /'samori/ noun a short ac- 
count of what has happened or of what 
has been written o The chairman gave a 
summary of his discussions with the Ger- 
man delegation. o The police inspector 
have a summary of events leading to the 
raid on the house. = adjective happening 
immediately 
summary arrest /samori 9'rest/ 
noun an arrest without a warrant 


summary conviction /,samori kon 
'vık fən/ noun a conviction by a magis- 
trate sitting without a jury 

summary dismissal /,samori dis 
'mıs(ə)l/ noun the dismissal of an em- 
ployee without giving the notice stated in 
the contract of employment 


summary judgment = /,samori 
'd3ad3mont/ noun an immediate judg- 
ment of a case without a trial. This can be 
decided by the court itself or can be ap- 
plied for by a party believing the oppos- 
ing party has no real chance of succeed- 
ing with the case. 


summary jurisdiction /,samori 
,dzuoris'dikfon/ noun the power of a 
magistrates’ court to try a case without a 
jury or to try a case immediately without 
referring it to the Crown Court 
summary offence /,samori o'fens/ 
noun a minor crime which can be tried 
only in a magistrates’ court 

summary trial /,samoari 'tratal/ noun 
the trial of a petty offence by magistrates 
summing up /,samin 'ap/ noun a 
speech by a judge at the end of a trial, re- 
viewing all the evidence and arguments 
and noting important points of law for 
the benefit of the jury (NOTE: The US 
term is instructions.) 

summit conference = /,samit 
‘konf(9)rans/ noun the meeting of two 
or more heads of government o The sum- 
mit conference or summit meeting was 
held in Geneva. o The matter will be dis- 
cussed at next week’s summit of the EC 
leaders. 


summon /'samon/ verb to call some- 
one to come o He was summoned to ap- 
pear before the committee. 


summons /'samonz/ noun an official 
command from a court requiring some- 
one to appear in court to be tried for a 
criminal offence or to defend a civil ac- 
tion o He tore up the summons and went 
on holiday to Spain. 

Sunday closing /,sande1 'klouzin/ 
noun the act of not opening a shop on 
Sundays 

sunshine law /'sanfatn ,lo:/ noun a 
law that prohibits closed meetings of 
public bodies 


super 


super /'sutpo/ noun same as police 
superintendent 

supergrass /'su:pograis/ noun a per- 
son, usually a criminal, who gives infor- 
mation to the police about a large 
number of criminals (slang) 
supervision order /,su:pa'vi3(9)n 
,o1da/ noun a court order for a young of- 
fender to be placed under the supervision 
of the probation service 
supplemental /,sapli'mentol/ adjec- 
tive being additional to something 
supplementary = /,sapli'ment(a)ri/ 
adjective additional 

supply and demand /so,plar an di 
'marnd/ noun the amount of a product 
which is available at a specific price and 
the amount which is wanted by custom- 
ers at that price 

Supply Bill /so'plar bil/ noun a Bill 
for providing money for government re- 
quirements 

supply price /sə'plaı prats/ noun the 
price at which something is provided 
suppress /so'pres/ verb 1. to hide 
documents 2. to prevent evidence being 
given 

suppressio veri /so,presiou 'verat/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘sup- 
pressing the truth’: act of not mentioning 
some important fact 

supra /'su:pro/ adverb above 
supremacy /su'premoasi/ noun 1. a 
situation where one person or group is 
much more powerful than any other o 
the supremacy of Parliament the situa- 
tion where the UK Parliament can both 
pass and repeal laws 2. the feeling that 
the ethnic group you belong to is superi- 
or to other groups 3. one of the twin pil- 
lars of EU law, by which it cannot be 
overridden by national laws even if the 
national laws existed before the EU law. 
It is based on all forms of EU law, i.e. 
treaty articles, community acts and 
agreements with third parties. » direct 
effect 

Supreme Court /su,pri:m  'ko:t/ 
noun 1. o Supreme Court (of Judica- 
ture) the highest court in England and 
Wales, consisting of the Court of Appeal 
and the High Court of Justice 2. in the 
United Kingdom, a court that is planned 


as areplacement for the Law Lords com- 
mittee as the highest court in the land 3. 
the highest federal court in the USA and 
other countries 


surcharge /'s3:t fa:d3/ noun 1. an ex- 
tra charge 2. a penalty for incurring ex- 
penditure without authorisation 


surety /'fuərəti/ noun 1. somebody 
who guarantees that someone will do 
something, especially by paying to guar- 
antee that someone will keep the peace o 
to stand surety for someone 2. something 
such as money, deeds or share certifi- 
cates deposited as security for a loan 
surrender /sə'rendə/ noun 1. the giv- 
ing up of aright or power 2. the giving up 
of an insurance policy before the con- 
tracted date for maturity o The contract 
becomes null and void when these docu- 
ments are surrendered. m verb to give in 
a document, to give up a right o The 
court ordered him to surrender his pass- 
port. o She surrendered her rights to the 
piece of land. 

surrender value /so'rendo ,velju:/ 
noun money which an insurer will pay if 
an insurance policy is given up before it 
matures 

surrogate /'saragot/ noun a person 
appointed to act in place of someone else 


surrogate mother /,saragat 'maðə/ 
noun a woman who has a child by artifi- 
cial insemination for a couple when the 
wife cannot bear children, with the inten- 
tion of handing the child over to them 
when it is born 


surveillance /sə'verləns/ noun the 
activity of keeping careful watch on 
someone to find out what they are doing 
o The diplomats were placed under po- 
lice surveillance. o Surveillance at inter- 
national airports has been increased. 
surveillance device /so,veilons dı 
'vais/ noun same as bug 

survive /sa'vatv/ verb to live longer 
than another person o he survived his 
wife o She is survived by her husband 
and three children. n he left his estate to 
his surviving relatives to the relatives 
who were still alive 

surviving spouse /sə,varvıy 
'spaus/ noun the living husband or wife 
of a person who has died, who is usually 


syllabus 


the beneficiary of the estate, even if the 
dead person died intestate. If there are 
living children, then the spouse takes the 
personal chattels, a statutory sum as leg- 
acy, and interest in half the remaining es- 
tate. 

survivor /sa'vatva/ noun someone 
who lives longer than another person 
survivorship /so'vatvafip/ noun the 
state of being the survivor of two or more 
people who hold a joint tenancy on a 
property 

SUS law /'sas Io:/ noun formerly, a 
law which allowed the police to stop and 
arrest a person whom they suspected of 
having committed an offence 

suspect noun /'saspekt/ somebody 
whom the police think has committed a 
crime o The police have taken six sus- 
pects into custody. o The police are ques- 
tioning the suspect about his movements 
at the time the crime was committed. m 
verb /so'spekt/ to believe that someone 
has done something o He was arrested as 
a suspected spy. o The police suspect that 
the thefts were committed by a member 
of the shop’s staff: (NOTE: You suspect 
someone of committing a crime.) 
suspend /sa'spend/ verb 1. to stop 
something happening for a period of 
time o We have suspended payments 
while we are waiting for news from our 
agent. o The hearings have been sus- 
pended for two weeks. o Work on the 
preparation of the case has been sus- 
pended. o The employers decided to sus- 
pend negotiations. 2. to stop someone 
working for a period of time o She was 
suspended on full pay while the police in- 
vestigations were proceeding. 3. to pun- 
ish a student by refusing to allow him to 
attend school or college o Three boys 
were suspended from school for fighting. 
suspended sentence /so,spendid 
'sentəns/ noun a sentence of imprison- 
ment which a court orders shall not take 


effect unless the offender commits an- 
other crime 
suspension /so'spenfan/ noun the 
act of stopping something for a time o 
suspension of payments o suspension of 
deliveries 
COMMENT: When an MP is ‘named’ by 
the Speaker, the House will vote to 
suspend him. Suspension is normally 
for five days, though it may be for long- 
er if the MP is suspended twice in the 
same session of Parliament. 
suspicion /so'spif(a)n/ noun o on 
suspicion feeling that someone has com- 
mitted a crime o He was arrested on sus- 
picion of being an accessory to the 
crime. 
suspicious /so'spifas/ adjective 
which makes someone suspect o The po- 
lice are dealing with the suspicious pack- 
age found in the car. o Suspicious sub- 
stances were found in the man’s pocket. 
swear /swed/ verb to promise that what 
you will say will be the truth o He swore 
to tell the truth. o ‘I swear to tell the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth’ words used when a witness 
takes the oath in court 
swear in /,sweo 'ın/ verb to make 
someone take an oath before taking up a 
position o He was sworn in as a Privy 
Councillor. 
swearing-in /,sweorty 'mn/ noun the 
act of making someone take an oath be- 
fore taking up a position 
swindle /'swmd(a)l/ noun an illegal 
deal in which someone is cheated out of 
his or her money m verb to cheat some- 
one out of his or her money o He made 
£50,000 by swindling small shopkeepers. 
o The gang swindled the bank out of 
£1.5m. 
swindler /'swindla/ noun somebody 
who swindles 
syllabus /'sıləbəs/ noun US a head- 
note giving a short summary of a case 


T 


table /'terb(9)I/ noun n to let a bill lie 
on the table US not to proceed with dis- 
cussion of a bill, but to hold it over to be 
debated later o to lay a bill on the table 
US 1. to present a bill to the House of 
Commons for discussion 2. to kill debate 
on a bill in the House of Representatives 
© to table a motion US 1. to put for- 
ward a proposal for discussion by putting 
details of it on the table at a meeting 2. to 
remove a motion from consideration for 
an indefinite period 


Table A /terb(ə)l 'e1/ noun model arti- 
cles of association of a limited company 
set out in the Companies Act, 1985 


Table B /terb(ə)l 'bi:/ noun a model 
memorandum of association of a limited 
company set out in the Companies Act, 
1985 


Table C /,terb(a)l 'si:/ noun a model 
memorandum and articles of association 
set out in the Companies Act, 1985 for a 
company limited by guarantee having no 
share capital 

Table D /terb(ə)l 'di:/ noun a model 
memorandum and articles of association 
of a public company with share capital 
limited by guarantee, set out in the Com- 
panies Act, 1985 

Table E /,terb(a)l 'i:/ noun a model 
memorandum and articles of association 
of an unlimited company with share cap- 
ital set out in the Companies Act, 1985 
tabs /tzbz/ plural noun bands of white 
cloth worn by a barrister round his or her 
neck, instead of a tie 

tacit /'tæsıt/ adjective agreed but not 
stated o He gave the proposal his tacit 
approval. o The committee gave its tacit 
agreement to the proposal. 


tail /te1l/ ə fee tail 


take in /,terk 'tn/ verb to trick someone 
into believing something that is not true 
o We were taken in by his promise of 
quick profits. 

take out /,te1k 'aut/ verb o to take out 
a patent for an invention to apply for 
and receive a patent o to take out insur- 
ance against theft to pay a premium to 
an insurance company, so that if a theft 
takes place the company will pay com- 
pensation 

take over /,te1k 'auva/ verb 1. to start 
to do something in place of someone else 
o Miss Black took over from Mr Jones on 
May Ist. o The new chairman takes over 
on July 1st. o the take-over period is al- 
ways difficult the period when one per- 
son is taking over work from another 2. 
o to take over a company to buy a busi- 
ness by offering to buy most of its shares 
o The company was taken over by a large 
international corporation. 


takeover /'terkauva/ noun the activity 
of one business buying another o to 
make a takeover bid for a company to 
offer to buy a majority of the shares in a 
company o to withdraw a takeover bid 
to say that you no longer offer to buy 
most of the shares in a company o the 
company rejected the takeover bid the 
directors recommended that the share- 
holders should not accept the bid 
Takeover Panel /'terkauva ,pen(a)l/ 
noun a non-statutory body which exam- 
ines takeovers and applies the City Code 
on Takeovers and Mergers 

talaq /'tælæk/ noun an Islamic form of 
divorce where the husband may divorce 
his wife unilaterally by an oral declara- 
tion made three times 


tamper /'tæmpə/ verb o to tamper 
with something to change something or 


tax-free 


to act in such a way that something does 


not work o The police were accused of 


tampering with the evidence. o The 
charges state that she had tampered with 
the wheels of the victim’s car. 


tangible assets § /,tend31b(0)l 
'æsets/ plural noun assets which are vis- 
ible, e.g. machinery, buildings, furniture 
or jewellery 


tariff /‘teer1f/ noun the minimum period 
of time which a life prisoner must serve 
in prison 

tax /teks/ noun 1. money taken com- 
pulsorily by the government or by an of- 
ficial body to pay for government servic- 
es 2. o to levy a tax, to impose a tax to 
make a tax payable o The government 
has imposed a 15% tax on petrol. o to lift 
a tax to remove a tax o tax deducted at 
source tax which is removed from a sal- 
ary, interest payment or dividend pay- 
ment before the money is paid out o tax 
loophole legal means of not paying tax o 
tax planning planning one’s financial 
affairs so that one pays as little tax as 
possible m verb 1. to impose a tax on 
something, or make someone pay a tax o 
to tax businesses at 50% o Income is 
taxed at 29%. o These items are heavily 
taxed. 2. to have the costs of a legal ac- 
tion assessed by the court o The court or- 
dered the costs to be taxed if not agreed. 
3. to assess the bill presented by a Parlia- 
mentary agent 


tax abatement /'teks 9,bertmont/ 
noun the reduction of tax 


taxable /'teksab(a)l/ adjective being 
able to be taxed o taxable items items on 
which a tax has to be paid 


taxable income = _/,taksab(a)l 
'inkam/ noun income on which a person 
has to pay tax 

tax advantage /'teks od,vaintid3/ 
noun a special tax reduction accorded to 
some classes of taxpayers such as those 
with low pay, which must be extended to 
workers who are not nationals of the 
country 


tax allowances /'teks 9,lavansiz/ 
plural noun part of one’s income which a 
person is allowed to earn and not pay tax 
on 


taxation of costs /tzk,se1f(9)n əv 
'kpsts/ noun formerly, the assessment of 
the costs of a legal action by the Taxing 
Master (NOTE: Since the introduction of 
the new Civil Procedure Rules in April 
1999, this term has been replaced by 
assessment of costs.) 


tax avoidance /'tæks 9,vo1d(s)ns/ 
noun a legal attempt to minimise the 
amount of tax to be paid 


tax code /'teks kaud/ noun a number 
given to indicate the amount of tax al- 
lowances a person has 


tax concession /'tæks kon,sef(9)n/ 
noun a reduction in the amount of tax 
that has to be paid 


tax consultant /'teks kon,saltont/ 
noun somebody who gives advice on tax 
problems 


tax court /'tæks ko:t/ noun US a tri- 
bunal which hears appeals from taxpay- 
ers against the Internal Revenue Service 


tax credit /'tæks ,kredit/ noun a part 
of a dividend on which a company has al- 
ready paid tax, so that the shareholder is 
not taxed on it again 


tax-deductible /,taks di'daktib(9)l/ 
adjective being possible to deduct from 
an income before tax is calculated o 
these expenses are not tax-deductible 
tax has to be paid on these expenses 


tax deductions /'tæks di,dakfonz/ 
plural noun US 1. money removed from 
a salary to pay tax 2. business expenses 
which can be claimed against tax 


taxed costs /,teksd 'kpsts/ plural 
noun varying amount of costs which can 
be awarded in legal proceedings 


tax evasion /'tæks 1,ve13(9)n/ noun 
illegally trying not to pay tax 
tax-exempt /,teks 1g'zempt/ adjec- 
tive 1. (of a person or organisation) not 
required to pay tax 2. (of income or 
goods) not subject to tax 


tax exemption /'tæks 1g,zempJon/ 
noun US 1. the state of being free from 
payment of tax 2. a part of income which 
a person is allowed to earn and not pay 
tax on 


tax-free /tæks 'fri:/ adjective on 
which tax does not have to be paid 


tax haven 


tax haven /'teaks ,herv(9)n/ noun a 
country where taxes levied on foreigners 
or foreign companies are low 

tax holiday /'tæks ,holidet/ noun the 
period when a new business is exempted 
from paying tax 

Taxing Master /taksin 'ma:stə/ 
noun an official of the Supreme Court 
who assesses the costs of a court action 
(NOTE: Since the introduction of the new 
Civil Procedure Rules in April 1999, this 
term has been replaced in some con- 
texts by costs judge.) 

taxing officer /tæksıņ 'pftso/ nouna 
person appointed by the House of Com- 
mons to assess the charges presented by 
a Parliamentary agent 

tax inspector /'tæks m,spekto/ 
noun an official of the Inland Revenue 
who examines tax returns and decides 
how much tax someone should pay 
taxpayer /'tæksperə/ noun a person or 
company which has to pay tax o basic 
taxpayer or taxpayer at the basic rate 
tax point /'tæks pomt/ noun 1. the 
date when goods are supplied and VAT is 
charged 2. the date at which a tax begins 
to be applied 

tax relief /'tæks r1,li:f/ noun a reduc- 
tion in the amount of tax that has to be 
paid 

tax return /'tæks r1,t3:n/ noun a com- 
pleted tax form, with details of income 
and allowances 

tax schedules /'tæks ,fedju:lz/ plu- 
ral noun six types of income as classified 
in the Finance Acts for British tax 

TD abbreviation Teachta Dala 
Teachta Dala /,tizxto 'dælə/ noun a 
member of the lower house of the parlia- 
ment of the Republic of Ireland, the Dáil. 
Abbreviation TD 

technical /‘teknik(9)l/ adjective refer- 
ring to a specific legal point, using a 
strictly legal interpretation o Nominal 
damages were awarded as the harm was 
judged to be technical rather than actu- 
al. 

technicality /tekni'keliti/ noun a 
special interpretation of a legal point o 
The Appeal Court rejected the appeal on 
a technicality. 


teleological /,ti:lia'lnd31k(o)I/ adjec- 
tive referring to the final purpose of 
something o The ECJ uses a teleological 
approach to legislation. 

telephone book /'telifaun buk/ 
noun a book which lists names of people 
or companies with their addresses and 
telephone numbers 

telephone hearing /,telifəun 
‘hrarin/ noun a hearing conducted by 
telephone and recorded on tape, using a 
telephone conferencing system 

tem /tem/» pro tem 

Temple » Middle Temple 
temporary employment 
/,temp(9)rori rm'plormont/ noun full- 
time work which does not last for more 
than a few days or months 

tenancy /'tenonsi/ noun 1. an agree- 
ment by which a person can occupy a 
property 2. the period during which a 
person has an agreement to occupy a 
property 3. the period during which a 
barrister occupies chambers 

tenancy at sufferance /,tenonsi ot 
'saf(a)rons/ noun a situation where a 
previously lawful tenant is still in posses- 
sion of property after the termination of 
the lease 

tenancy at will /tenonsi ət 'wil/ 
noun a situation where the owner of a 
property allows a tenant to occupy it as 
long as either party wishes 

tenancy in common /,tenonsi in 
'komən/ noun a situation where two or 
more persons jointly lease a property and 
each can leave his or her interest to an 
heir on their death 

tenant /‘tenont/ noun a person or com- 
pany which rents a house, flat or office in 
which to live or work o The tenant is lia- 
ble for repairs. 

tenant at will /,tenont ət 'wil/ noun a 
tenant who holds a property at the will of 
the owner 

tenant for life /,tenont fo 'larf/ noun 
somebody who can occupy a property 
for life 

tender /'tendo/ noun n tender before 
claim defence that the defendant offered 
the claimant the amount of money 
claimed before the claimant started pro- 
ceedings against him. Also called de- 
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terrorism 


fence before claim m verb 1. o to ten- 
der for a contract to put forward an es- 
timate of cost for work to be carried out 
under contract o to tender for the con- 
struction of a hospital 2. o to tender 
one’s resignation to give in one’s resig- 
nation 

tenderer /'tendora/ noun a person or 
company which tenders for work o The 
company was the successful tenderer for 
the project. 

tenement /'tenomont/ noun 1. prop- 
erty which is held by a tenant 2. in Scot- 
land, a building which is divided into 
rented flats 

tenens /'tenonz/» locum 

tenure /'tenjo/ noun 1. the right to 
hold property or a position 2. the time 
when a position is held o during his ten- 
ure of the office of chairman 

term /ts:m/ noun 1. a period of time o 
the term of a lease o to have a loan for a 
term of fifteen years o during his term of 
office as chairman o The term of the loan 
is fifteen years. o term of years a fixed 
period of several years (of a lease) 2. o 
term, terms conditions or duties which 
have to be carried out as part of a con- 
tract, arrangements which have to be 
agreed before a contract is valid o He re- 
fused to agree to some of the terms of the 
contract. o By or under the terms of the 
contract, the company is responsible for 
all damage to the property. 3. a part of a 
legal year when courts are in session. 
The four law terms are Easter, Hilary, 
Michaelmas and Trinity. o The autumn 
or winter term starts in September. 4. a 
word or phrase which has a particular 
meaning o Counsel used several techni- 
cal terms which the prisoner didn’t un- 
derstand. 

term deposit /'ts:m dı,pozıt/ noun 
money invested for a fixed period which 
gives a higher rate of interest than nor- 
mal 

terminable /'ts:minob(a)l/ adjective 
being possible to terminate 

terminate /'ts:mi,nert/ verb to end 
something, bring something to an end, or 
come to an end o to terminate an agree- 
ment o His employment was terminated. 
o An offer terminates on the death of the 
offeror. 


termination /,ts:mi'ne1f(a)n/ noun 
1. bringing to an end o the termination of 
an offer or of a lease o to appeal against 
the termination of a foster order 2. US 
the act of leaving a job by resigning, re- 
tiring, or being fired or made redundant 
termination clause /ta:m1 
'nerf(9)n klorz/ noun a clause which ex- 
plains how and when a contract can be 
terminated 

term insurance /'ts:m in,fuorans/ 
noun life assurance which covers a per- 
son’s life for a fixed period of time 
term loan /'ts:m laun/ noun a loan for 
a fixed period of time 

term shares /'t3:m feəz/ plural noun 
type of building society deposit for a 
fixed period of time at a higher rate of in- 
terest 

terms of employment /,ts:mz ov 
ım'plormənt/ plural noun conditions set 
out in a contract of employment 

terms of payment /,ts:mz ov 
‘permont/ plural noun conditions for 
paying something 

terms of reference /ts:mz ov 
‘ref(a)rans/ plural noun areas which a 
committee or an inspector can deal with 
o Under the terms of reference of the 
committee, it cannot investigate com- 
plaints from the public. o The tribunal’s 
terms of reference do not cover traffic of- 
fences. 

terms of sale /,ts:mz ov 'sell/ plural 
noun same as conditions of sale 
territorial /,teri'to:rial/ adjective re- 
ferring to land o territorial claims 
claims to own land which is part of an- 
other country o territorial waters sea 
waters near the coast of a country, which 
is part of the country and governed by the 
laws of that country o outside territorial 
waters in international waters, where a 
single country’s jurisdiction does not run 
territoriality /,tertto:ri'eliti/ noun 
the principle that a country has jurisdic- 
tion only over its own territory. ù extra- 
territory /‘terit(9)ri/ noun an area of 
land over which a government has con- 
trol o Their government has laid claim to 
part of our territory. 

terrorism /'terar1z(a)m/ noun the use 
of violent actions such as assassination 


terrorist 
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or bombing for political reasons o The 
act of terrorism was condemned by the 
Minister of Justice. 


terrorist /'terərıst/ noun somebody 
who commits a violent act for political 
reasons o The bomb was planted by a ter- 
rorist group or by a group of terrorists. o 
Six people were killed in the terrorist at- 
tack on the airport. 


testacy /'testasi/ noun the condition 
of having made a legally valid will 


testamentary /testo'mentori/ adjec- 
tive referring to a will 


testamentary capacity /testə 
‚mentori ko'peesiti/ noun the legal abil- 
ity of someone to make a will 
COMMENT: A testator must be able to 
make a will: he must be of sound mind 
(i.e. must know what he is doing, what 
property he has, and who he is leaving 
it to), he must approve of the will (for 
example, in cases where a will is pre- 
pared for a testator by someone else), 
he must be acting freely (not coerced 
by anyone else, not tricked into mak- 
ing a fraudulent will). 
testamentary disposition /testə 
‚mentori ,dispo'z1f(a)n/ noun the pass- 
ing of property to someone in a will 
testamentary freedom /testə 
‚mentori 'friidəm/ noun freedom to dis- 
pose of your property in a will as you 
want 


testate /'testert/ adjective having 
made a will o Did he die testate ? ù intes- 
tate 

testator /te'stertə/ noun a man who 
has made a will 


testatrix /te'stertriks/ noun a woman 
who has made a will 


test case /'test kets/ noun a legal ac- 
tion where the decision will fix a princi- 
ple which other cases can follow 

test certificate /‘test so,tiftkot/ 
noun a certificate to show that something 
has passed a test 

testify /‘testifat/ verb to give evidence 
in court 


testimonium clause _/,test 
'məuniəm ,klo:z/ noun the last section 
of a document such as will or convey- 
ance which shows how it has been wit- 
nessed 


COMMENT: The testimonium clause 

usually begins with the words: ‘in wit- 

ness whereof | have set my hand’. 
testimony /'testimani/ noun an oral 
statement given by a witness in court 
about what happened o She gave her tes- 
timony in a low voice. 


test of effectiveness /,est ov 1 
'fektivnas/ noun in the European Un- 
ion, a test to show if an action is more ef- 
fective when taken by a Member State 
than when taken centrally. It is one of the 
tests used to decide on subsidiarity. 


test of scale /,test ov 'skerl/ noun in 
the European Union, a test to show if an 
action is more effective when taken cen- 
trally than when taken by a Member 
State. It is one of the tests used to decide 
on subsidiarity. 

TEU abbreviation Treaty on European 
Union 


textbook /'tekstbuk/ noun a book of 
legal commentary which can be cited in 
court 


theft /Oeft/ noun 1. the crime of taking 
of property which belongs to someone 
else with the intention of depriving that 
person of it o to take out insurance 
against theft o We have brought in secu- 
rity guards to protect the store against 
theft. o The company is trying to reduce 
losses caused by theft. 2. the act of steal- 
ing o There has been a wave of thefts 
from newsagents. 
COMMENT: Types of theft which are 
notifiable offences are: theft from the 
person of another; theft in a dwelling; 
theft by an employee; theft of mail, 
pedal cycle or motor vehicle; theft from 
vehicles, from a shop or from an auto- 
matic machine or meter. 


there- /ðeə/ prefix that thing 


thereafter /ðeər'a:ftə/ adverb after 
that 


thereby /ðeə'baır/ adverb by that 
therefor /deco'fs:/ adverb for that 
therefrom /deo'fram/ adverb from 
that 

therein /Oeor'tn/ adverb in that 
thereinafter /,6eorm'a:fta/ adverb 
afterwards listed in that document 


thereinbefore /,deormbr'fo:/ adverb 
mentioned before in that document 


time summons 


thereinunder /,ðeərın'ando/ adverb 
mentioned under that heading 

thereof /Seor'pv/ adverb of that o in 
respect thereof regarding that thing 
thereto /dea'tu:/ adverb to that 
theretofore /deotu'fo:/ adverb be- 
fore that time 

therewith /ðeə'w1ð0/ adverb with that 
thief /0i:f/ noun somebody who steals 
or who takes property which belongs to 
someone else o Thieves broke into the of- 
fice and stole the petty cash. 

third party /,63:d 'pa:ti/ noun 1. any 
person other than the two main parties 
involved in proceedings or contract o the 
case is in the hands of a third party the 
case is being dealt with by someone who 
is not one of the main interested parties. 
ù party 2. the other person involved in an 
accident 

third party insurance /,03:d pa:ti 
1n'fuarons/ noun insurance which pays 
compensation if someone who is not the 
insured person incurs loss or injury 
third party notice /03:d parti 
'nəutıs/ noun a pleading served by a de- 
fendant on another party joining that par- 
ty to an existing court action 

third party proceedings /03:d 
,pa:ti pra'si:diyz/ plural noun the intro- 
duction of a third party into a case by the 
defendant, or by the claimant in the case 
of a counterclaim (NOTE: The US term is 
impleader.) 

third quarter /,63:d 'kwo:to/ noun a 
period of three months from July to the 
end of September 

Third Reading /,83:d 'ri:din/ noun a 
final discussion and vote on a Bill in Par- 
liament 

threat /Oret/ noun 1. spoken or written 
words which say that something unpleas- 
ant may happen to someone, and which 
frighten that person 2. an action or situa- 
tion that could be harmful or dangerous o 
The introduction of ID cards might be re- 
garded as a threat to civil liberties. 
threaten /'Oret(a)n/ verb to warn 
someone that unpleasant things may 
happen to him or her o He threatened to 
take the tenant to court or to have the 
tenant evicted. o She complained that 
her husband had threatened her with a 


knife. o threatening behaviour acting in 
a way which threatens someone 


threshold criteria /‘Orefhould krar 
,trarie/ plural noun the conditions that 
need to be met before the social services 
of a local authority can begin care pro- 
ceedings, mainly, whether the child is 
suffering or likely to suffer significant 
harm if left in the care of its natural par- 
ents, indicating that the child is beyond 
parental control (NOTE: Since the intro- 
duction of the Human Rights Act 1998, 
the court must be satisfied that such an 
order does not contravene Article 8, 
which guarantees a right to family life. 
Consequently, the court must be satis- 
fied that any intervention is proportion- 
ate to the legitimate aim of protecting 
family life.) 

ticket office /'tıkıt ,pf1s/ noun an of- 
fice where tickets can be bought 


tied cottage /,taid 'kotid3/ noun a 
house owned by an employer and let to 
an employee for the period of his or her 
employment 


time and motion study /,tarm on 
‘mou f(a)n ,stadi/ noun a study in an of- 
fice or factory of the time taken to do 
specific jobs and the movements em- 
ployees have to make to do them 
time-bar /'taım ba:/ verb to stop 
someone doing something such as exer- 
cising a right because a set time limit has 
expired (NOTE: time-barring — time- 
barred) 

time charter /‘tarm ,tfa:to/ noun an 
agreement to charter a ship for a fixed 
period 

time limit /'taım ,Inmit/ noun the max- 
imum time which can be taken to do 
something 

time limitation /‘tarm lim1,terf(a)n/ 
noun the amount of time which is avail- 
able 

time lock /'taım lok/ noun a lock such 
as one in a bank vault which will open 
only at a specific time of day 

time policy /'taım ,polisi/ noun a ma- 
rine insurance policy which runs for a 
fixed period of time 

time summons /'tarm ,samonz/ 
noun a summons issued to apply to the 


timetable 298 


court for more time in which to serve a 
pleading 

timetable /'taımterb(o)l/ noun a 
printed list which shows the times of 
things that are going to happen 


tip off /,trp 'of/ verb n to tip someone 
off to warn someone (informal) o We 
think he tipped the burglars off that the 
police were outside. o She tipped them 
off that a police investigation was about 
to take place. 


tip-off /'tıp of/ noun a piece of useful 
information, given secretly (informal) o 
Acting on a tip-off from a member of the 
public, customs officials stopped the 
truck. o The police received a tip-off 
about a bomb in the building. o The po- 
lice raided the club after a tip-off from a 
member of the public. 


tipstaff /‘trpsta:f/ noun an official of 
the Supreme Court who is responsible 
for arresting persons in contempt of 
court 


title /‘tart(9)l/ noun 1. the right to hold 
goods or property o She has no title to 
the property. 2. a document proving a 
right to hold a property o He has a good 
title to the property. o to have a clear ti- 
tle to something to have a right to some- 
thing with no limitations or charges 3. 
the name of a bill which comes before 
Parliament or of an Act of Parliament 


title deeds /'tait(s)l ,di:dz/ plural 
noun document showing who owns a 
property o We have deposited the deeds 
of the house in the bank. 

token charge /,tauken 'tfa:d3/ noun 
a small charge which does not cover the 
real costs o A token charge is made for 
heating. 

token payment /'təukən ,permont/ 
noun a small payment to show that a 
payment is being made 

token rent /təukən 'rent/ noun a 
very low rent payment to show that a rent 
is being asked 

toll /toul/ verb US to suspend a law for 
a period 

top security prison /top s1,kjuariti 
‘priz(a)n/ noun a prison with very strict 
security where category ‘A’ prisoners are 
kept 


tort /to:t/ noun a civil wrong done by 
one person to another and entitling the 
victim to claim damages n action in tort 
a case brought by a claimant who alleges 
he or she has suffered damage or harm 
caused by the defendant 

tortfeasor /to:t 'fi:za/ noun somebody 
who has committed a tort 


tortious /'to:fas/ adjective referring to 
a tort o tortious act a wrong, an act 
which damages someone no tortious lia- 
bility liability for harm caused by a 
breach of duty 

torture /'to:tfa/ verb to hurt someone 
badly so as to force him or her to give in- 
formation 

torturer /'to:tfora/ noun somebody 
who tortures 


total intestacy /,tout(a)l m'testasi/ 
noun a state where a person has not made 
a will, or where a previous will has been 
revoked 


total loss /,tout(s)l 'los/ noun o the 
cargo was written off as a total loss the 
cargo was so badly damaged that the in- 
surers said it had no value 

toties quoties /,toufii:z 'kwouJti:z/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘as often 
as necessary’ 

totting up /,totıņ 'ap/ noun the proce- 
dure of adding previous convictions for 
traffic offences to a present conviction. 
Each conviction leads to an endorsement 
of the driver’s licence and he or she may 
be sufficient for disqualification from 
driving if all the endorsements are added 
together. 

tourist visa /'tuorist ,vi:zo/ noun a 
visa which allows a person to visit a 
country for a short time on holiday 
town planner /,taun 'plænə/ noun a 
person who supervises the design of a 
town, the way the streets and buildings in 
a town are laid out and how the land in a 
town used 

town planning / taun 'plenin/ noun 
the activity of supervising the design of a 
town and the use of land in a town 
trace /treis/ verb to look for someone 
or something o We have traced the miss- 
ing documents. o The police traced the 
two men to a hotel in London. 


traffic police 


tracing action / treis 'ækfən/ 
noun a court action begun to trace money 
or the proceeds of a sale 


track /træk/ noun one of three manage- 
ment systems by which a court case is 
processed: the small claims track, the 
fast track or the multi-track 


track record /'træk ,reko:d/ noun the 
success or failure of someone in the past 
o He has a good track record as a detec- 
tive. o The company has no track record 
in the computer market. 


trade /treid/ noun 1. the business of 
buying and selling 2. o to ask a compa- 
ny to supply trade references to ask a 
company to give names of traders who 
can report on the company’s financial sit- 
uation and reputation 3. all the people or 
companies dealing in the same type of 
product o He is in the secondhand car 
trade. o She is very well known in the 
clothing trade. 


trade agreement /'treid 9,gri:mont/ 
noun an international agreement be- 
tween countries over general terms of 
trade 


trade association /'treid əsəusi 
,e1f(a)n/ noun a group which joins to- 
gether companies in the same type of 
business 


trade description /treid di 
'skripfon/ noun a description of a prod- 
uct to attract customers 


Trade Descriptions Act /,treid di 
'skripfonz ekt/ noun an Act of Parlia- 
ment which limits the way in which 
products can be described so as to protect 
consumers from wrong descriptions 
made by the makers 

trade dispute /'trerd di,spju:t/ noun 
1. an international dispute over trade 
matters 2. a dispute between manage- 
ment and workers over conditions of em- 
ployment or union membership 

trade fixtures /,treid 'fıkstfəz/ plu- 
ral noun equipment attached to a proper- 
ty by a tenant so that they can exercise 
their trade, which may be removed at the 
end of the tenancy 

trade paper /,treid 'perpa/ noun a 
newspaper aimed at people working in a 
particular industry 


Trades Union Congress /,trerdz 
‘ju:njan ,kpygres/ noun a central or- 
ganisation for all British trade unions. 
Abbreviation TUC (NOTE: Although 
Trades Union Congress is the official 
name for the organisation, trade union 
is commoner than trades union.) 


trade terms /'tretd ts:mz/ plural 
noun special discount for people in the 
same trade 

trade union /treid 'ju:njon/, trades 
union /,tre1dz 'ju:njan/ noun an organ- 
isation which represents employees in 
discussions about wages and conditions 
of employment with employers o They 
are members of a trade union or they are 
trade union members. o He has applied 


for trade union membership or he has 


applied to join a trade union. 


trading loss /,tretdin 'los/ noun a sit- 
uation where the company’s receipts are 
less than its expenditure 


trading profit /'trerdıy ,profit/ noun 
a result where the company’ receipts are 
higher than its expenditure 


Trading Standards Department 
/treidin 'stændədz di,pa:tmont/ 
noun a department of a council which 
deals with weighing and measuring 
equipment used by shops and other con- 
sumer matters. Also called Weights and 
Measures Department 

trading standards officer /,trerdin 
'stændədz ,pfisa/ noun an official in 
charge of a council’s Trading Standards 
Department 

traffic /'træfık/ verb to buy and sell 
something illegally o He was charged 
with trafficking in drugs. 

trafficking /'træfıkıy/ noun the activ- 
ity of dealing in illegal goods o drug traf- 


ficking n trafficking in persons the ille- 


gal practice of finding and using human 
beings for unpaid often unpleasant work 
in situations their circumstances prevent 
them from leaving 

traffic offences /'træfık 9,fensiz/ 
plural noun offences committed by driv- 
ers of vehicles 

traffic police /'‘tref1k po,li:s/ noun a 
section of the police concerned with 
problems on the roads 


traffic warden 


traffic warden /'treftk ,wo:don/ 
noun a person whose job is to regulate 
the traffic under the supervision of the 
police, especially to deal with cars which 
are illegally parked 


trainee /trer'ni:/ noun a young person 
who is learning a skill or job 
traineeship /tre1'ni:S1p/ noun the pe- 
riod during which someone is working in 
a solicitor’s office to learn the law 
trainee solicitor /tre1,ni: so'lisito/ 
noun someone who is bound by a train- 
ing contract to work in a solicitor’s office 
for some years to learn the law (NOTE: 
This term has officially replaced arti- 
cled clerk.) 


training contract /,trermin 
'kontrækt/ noun a contract under which 
a trainee works in a solicitor’s office to 
learn the law (NOTE: This term has offi- 
cially replaced articles.) 

training levy /‘tremniy ,levi/ noun a 
tax to be paid by companies to fund the 
government’s training schemes 
training officer /‘tremi ,vfiso/ 
noun somebody who deals with the 
training of staff 

transact /tren'zekt/ verb o to trans- 
act business to carry out a piece of busi- 
ness 

transaction /tren'zekfon/ noun o a 
transaction on the Stock Exchange 
purchase or sale of shares on the Stock 
Exchange 

transcript /'træn,skrīpt/ noun a 
record in full of something noted in 
shorthand or of recorded speech o The 
judge asked for a full transcript of the ev- 
idence. 


transfer noun /'‘trensf3:/ 1. the move- 
ment of someone or something to a new 
place 2. the movement of the hearing of 
a case to another court m verb/treens'f3:/ 
to pass to someone else 

transferable /træns'fs:rəb(ə)l/ ad- 
jective being able to be passed to some- 
one else o the season ticket is not trans- 
ferable the ticket cannot be given or lent 
to someone else to use 

transferee / trænzfə'ri:/ noun some- 
body to whom property or goods are 
transferred 


transfer of property /,trænsfs: əv 
'propəti/, transfer of shares 
/trænsfs: əv 'feəz/ noun the move- 
ment of the ownership of property or 
shares from one person to another 
transferor /trens'f3:ro/ noun some- 
body who transfers goods or property to 
another 

transit /‘transit/» in transit 

transit visa /'trænsıt ,vi:zo/ noun a 
visa which allows someone to spend a 
short time in one country while travelling 
to another country 

transparency /træns'pærənsi/ noun 
the state of being open and easy to under- 
stand o Too many different decision-mak- 
ing processes can cause a lack of trans- 
parency. 

transparent /træns'pærənt/ adjec- 
tive 1. completely obvious o Her expla- 
nation was a transparent lie. 2. open and 
honest about official actions o The gov- 
ernment insists on the importance all its 
actions being transparent. 

travellers cheques /'trev(a)loz 
tfeks/ plural noun cheques used by a 
traveller which can be exchanged for 
cash in a foreign country 

traverse /tro'v3:s/ noun denial in a 
pleading by one side in a case that the 
facts alleged by the other side are correct 
treason /'tri:z(9)n/ noun a notifiable 
offence of betraying one’s country, usu- 
ally by helping the enemy in time of war 
o He was accused of treason. o Three 
men were executed for treason. o The 
treason trial lasted three weeks. 
treasonable /'tri:z(a)nab(a)l/ adjec- 
tive being considered as treason o He 
was accused of making treasonable re- 
marks. 

treason felony /,tri:z(o)n 'feləni/ 
noun the notifiable offence of planning 
to remove a King or Queen, or of plan- 
ning to start a war against the United 
Kingdom 

treasure /'tre30/ noun gold, silver or 
jewels, especially when found or stolen o 
Thieves broke into the palace and stole 
the king’s treasure. 

treasure trove /,tre3ə 'trauv/ noun 
treasure which has been hidden by some- 


trial 


one in the past and has now been discov- 

ered 
COMMENT: Formerly, any treasure 
found was declared to the coroner, 
who decided if it was treasure trove. If 
it was declared treasure trove, it be- 
longed to the state, though the person 
who found it usually got a reward 
equal to its market value. Since 1997 
there is a new Treasure Act regarding 
treasure. The word now covers objects 
made of at least 10% gold or silver and 
over 300 years old, whether they have 
been buried intentionally or simply 
lost. It also covers other items of value 
such as pottery. Anyone finding treas- 
ure still has to report it to the local cor- 
oner, but they will only receive a re- 
ward if amuseum wants to acquire the 
object. The reward is based on an in- 
dependent expert’s valuation. The 
owner of the land where the object 
was found is now also eligible for a re- 
ward. 

treasury /'trezori/ noun o the Treas- 

ury Benches front benches in the House 

of Commons where the government min- 

isters sit 
COMMENT: In most countries, the gov- 
ernment’s finances are the responsi- 
bility of the Ministry of Finance, head- 
ed by the Finance Minister. In the UK, 
the Treasury is headed by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 

treasury bonds /'trezari bond/ plu- 

ral noun bonds issued by the Treasury of 

the USA 


Treasury counsel / trezori 
'kaunsol/ noun a barrister who pleads in 
the Central Criminal Court on behalf of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions 


Treasury Solicitor /,trezori sə 
'lısıtə/ noun the solicitor who is the 
head of the Government’s legal depart- 
ment in England and Wales and legal ad- 
viser to the Cabinet Office and other gov- 
ernment departments 


treaty /'tri:ti/ noun 1. a written legal 
agreement between countries o commer- 
cial treaty o cultural treaty 2. a formal 
written agreement, especially between 
two or more countries o to sell (a house) 
by private treaty to sell (a house) to an- 
other person not by auction 

Treaty of Accession /,tri:ti ov ok 
'sefn/ noun the treaty whereby the UK 
joined the EC 


Treaty of Rome /,tri:ti ov 'rəum/ 
noun the treaty which established the EC 
in 1957 
Treaty on European Union / tri:ti 
pn ,juorapizon 'jurnjon/ noun the trea- 
ty which created the European Union, 
with three main pillars: the European 
Community, the Common Foreign and 
Security Policy, and the Common Home 
Affairs and Justice Policy. Abbreviation 
TEU 
COMMENT: The TEU established a 
committee of the regions; the Court of 
Auditors became part of the Communi- 
ty; more emphasis was put on cooper- 
ation in culture, education, etc.; the 
European Parliament had a greater 
role than before; capital can move 
freely between Member States. 
trespass /'trespoas/ noun the tort of in- 
terfering with the land or goods of anoth- 
er person (note that trespass on some- 
one’s property is not a criminal offence) 
(NOTE: Trespass on someone’s proper- 
ty is not a criminal offence.) o trespass 
to goods tort of harming, stealing or in- 
terfering with goods which belong to 
someone else o trespass to land tort of 
interfering with, going on someone’s 
property or putting things or animals on 
someone’s property without permission 
o trespass to the person tort of harming 
someone by assault or false imprison- 
ment m verb to offend by going on to 
property without the permission of the 
owner 
trespasser /'trespaso/ noun some- 
body who commits trespass by going 
onto land without the permission of the 
owner 
triable /'trarob(ə)l/ adjective referring 
to an offence for which a person can be 
tried in a court o offence triable either 
way offence which can be tried before 
the Magistrates’ Court or before the 
Crown Court 
triad /'traræd/ noun a secret Chinese 
criminal organisation 
trial /‘traral/ noun 1. a criminal or civil 
court case heard before a judge o The tri- 
al lasted six days. o The judge ordered a 
new trial when one of the jurors was 
found to be the accused’s brother. o he is 
on trial, is standing trial for embezzle- 
ment he is being tried for embezzlement 


trial balance 


a to commit someone for trial to send 
someone to a court to be tried 2. a test to 
see if something is good © on trial 1. be- 
ing tested o the product is on trial in our 
laboratories 2. before a court 

trial balance /‘traral ,belons/ noun a 
draft adding of debits and credits to see if 
they balance 

trial bundle /,traral 'band(s)l/ noun 
all the documents brought together by 
the claimant for a trial in a ring binder 
trial by jury /,traral bar 'd3uəri/ noun 
proceedings where an accused is tried by 
a jury and judge 

trial judge /‘tratal d3ad3/ noun a 
judge who is hearing a trial 

trial location /,tratal lou'kerf(a)n/ 
noun a place where a trial is to be held 
trial period /,traral 'proriod/ noun the 
time when a customer can test a product 
before buying it 

trial sample /‘tratal ,sa:mpol/ noun a 
small piece of a product used for testing 
trial timetable /,trarol 'tarmte1b(9)1/ 
noun a detailed timetable of a hearing, 
set out in the listing directions, including 
information such as the length of time al- 
lowed for speeches and for cross-exami- 
nation of witnesses 

trial window /,trarəl 'wmdou/ noun a 
period of three weeks during which a tri- 
al is scheduled to take place 

tribunal /trar'bju:n(o)I/ noun a spe- 
cialist court outside the judicial system 
which examines special problems and 
makes judgments 

trier of fact /,trata əv 'fækt/ noun US 
a person such as a member of a jury 
whose role it is to find out the true facts 
about a case 

Trinity /'trınıti/ noun 1. one of the four 
sittings of the law courts 2. one of the 
four law terms 

Trinity House /,triniti 'hauz/ noun a 
body which superintends lighthouses 
and pilots in some areas of the British 
coast 

trove » treasure 

trover /'trauva/ noun an action to re- 
cover property which has been convert- 
ed, or goods which have been taken or 
passed to other parties 


true /tru:/ adjective correct or accurate 
o true copy exact copy o J certify that 
this is a true copy. o The document has 
been certified as a true copy. 


true bill /,tru: 'brl/ noun the verdict by 
a grand jury that an indictment should 
proceed 


trust /trast/ noun 1. a feeling of confi- 
dence that something is correct, will 
work, etc. o we took his statement on 
trust we accepted his statement without 
examining it to see if it was correct 2. the 
duty of looking after goods, money or 
property which someone (the benefici- 
ary) has passed to you (the trustee) o He 
left his property in trust for his grand- 
children. 3. the management of money or 
property for someone o They set up a 


family trust for their grandchildren. 4. 


US a small group of companies which 
control the supply of a product m verb o 
to trust someone with something to 
give something to someone to look after 
o Can he be trusted with all that cash? 


trust company /'trast ,kamp(o)ni/ 
noun US an organisation which super- 
vises the financial affairs of private 
trusts, executes wills, and acts as a bank 
to a limited number of customers 

trust deed /'trast di:d/ noun a docu- 
ment which sets out the details of a trust 


trustee /tra'sti:/ noun a person who 
has charge of money or property in trust 
o the trustees of the pension fund 
trustee in bankruptcy /tra sti: ın 
‘benkraptsi/ noun somebody who is 
appointed by a court to run the affairs of 
a bankrupt and pay his or her creditors 
trusteeship /tra'sti:ftp/ noun the po- 
sition of being a trustee o The territory is 
under United Nations trusteeship. 

trust for sale /,trast fə 'serl/ noun a 
trust whereby property is held but can be 
sold and the money passed to the benefi- 
ciaries 

trust fund /‘trast fand/ noun assets 
such as money, securities or property that 
are held in trust for someone 

trust territory /,trast  'terit(o)ri/ 
noun a territory which is being adminis- 
tered by another country under a trustee- 
ship agreement 


turn over 


trusty /'trasti/ noun a prisoner who is 
trusted by the prison warders (slang) 
truth in sentencing /tru:0 in 
‘sentonsin/ noun the principal, often 
enforced by government legislation, that 
convicted criminals should serve the full 
sentence they have been given and not 
become eligible for early parole 

try /trat/ verb to hear a civil or criminal 
trial o He was tried for murder and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment. o The court 
is not competent to try the case. 


TUC abbreviation Trades Union Con- 
gress 

turnkey operation /'tsinki: vpo 
\relf(a)n/ noun a contract where a com- 
pany takes all responsibility for building, 
fitting and staffing for a building such as 
a school, hospital or factory so that it is 
completely ready for the purchaser to 
take over at an agreed date 

turn over /,t3:n 'aUva/ verb to have a 
specific amount of sales o We turn over 
£2,000 a week. 


U 


uberrimae fidei /u:,bermmi: 'farde1/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘of total 
good faith’: state which should exist be- 
tween parties to some types of legal rela- 
tionship such as partnerships or insur- 
ance o An insurance contract is uber- 
rimae fidei. 


UCC abbreviation Universal Copyright 
Convention 


UDI abbreviation Unilateral Declaration 
of Independence 


ulterior motive /al,troria 'movutrv/ 
noun a reason for doing something 
which is not immediately connected with 
the action, but is done in anticipation of 
its result and so is an act of bad faith 


ultimate consumer /,altrmot kon 
'sjurmo/ noun the person who actually 
uses the product 


ultimate owner /,altrmot 
noun the real or true owner 


ultimatum /,altt'mettom/ noun a 
statement to someone that unless some- 
thing is done within a period of time a 
punishment will follow (NOTE: The plu- 
ral is ultimatums or ultimata.) 


ultra-leftist /,altro ‘leftist/ noun ex- 
tremely left-wing 


ultra vires /,altro 'varri:z/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘beyond powers.’ b 
intra vires o their action was ultra 
vires they acted in a way which exceeded 
their legal powers 


umpire /‘ampato/ noun a person called 
in to decide when two arbitrators cannot 
agree 

unadmitted /,anod'mitid/ adjective 
(of a member of staff of a solicitor’s of- 
fice) not having been admitted as a solic- 
itor 


'g0n0/ 


unanimous /ju:'nznimos/ adjective 
where everyone votes in the same way o 
There was a unanimous vote against the 
proposal. o They reached unanimous 
agreement. o unanimous verdict verdict 
agreed by all the jurors o The jury 
reached a unanimous verdict of not 
guilty. 

unanimously /ju:'nemimeasli/ ad- 
verb with everyone agreeing o The ap- 
peal court decided unanimously in fa- 
vour of the defendant. 

unascertained /,anzso'temd/ ad- 
jective not identified o Title to unascer- 
tained goods cannot pass to the buyer 
until the goods have been ascertained. 
unborn /an'bo:n/ adjective referring 
to a child still in the mother’s body and 
not yet born 

unchallenged /an'tfzlind3d/ adjec- 
tive not questioned or argued about 
unclean » clean hands 
unconditional —=/,ankon'dif(a)nol/ 
adjective with no conditions attached o 
unconditional acceptance of the offer by 
the board o On the claimant’s applica- 
tion for summary judgment the master 
gave the defendant unconditional leave 
to defend. n the offer went uncondi- 
tional last Thursday the takeover bid 
was accepted by the majority of the 
shareholders and therefore the condi- 
tions attached to it no longer apply 
unconfirmed /,ankon'fs:md/ adjec- 
tive having not been confirmed o There 
are unconfirmed reports that a BBC re- 
porter has been arrested. 
unconstitutional /,ankpnsti 
'tjurf(a)n(a)l/ adjective 1. being not ac- 
cording to the constitution of a country o 
Legislation which is contrary to Europe- 
an Community regulations is declared 


undisclosed principal 


unconstitutional. o The Appeal Court 
ruled that the action of the Attorney- 
General was unconstitutional. 2. being 
not allowed by the rules of an organisa- 
tion o The chairman ruled that the meet- 
ing was unconstitutional. 
uncontested /,ankon'testid/ adjec- 
tive being not contested or defended o an 
uncontested divorce case or election 
uncrossed cheque /,ankrost 'tfek/ 
noun a cheque which does not have two 
lines across it and can be exchanged for 
cash anywhere 

undefended /,andi'fendid/ adjective 
referring to a case in which the defendant 
does not acknowledge service and does 
not appear at the court to defend the case 
o an undefended divorce case 
undercover agent /,andokavoa 
‘erdzont/ noun someone acting secretly 
to get information or catch criminals 
underlease /‘andali:s/ noun a lease 
from a tenant to another tenant 
underlet /‘andalet/ verb to let a prop- 
erty which is held on a lease 
undermentioned /,anda 
'menf(a)nd/ adjective mentioned lower 
down in a document 

undersheriff /'ando,fertf/ noun a 
person who is second to a High Sheriff 
and deputises for him 

undersigned /,ando'satnd/ noun 
somebody who has signed a letter o we, 
the undersigned we, the people who 
have signed below 

understanding /,anda'steendin/ 
noun a private agreement o The two par- 
ties came to an understanding about the 
division of the estate. o on the under- 
standing that on condition that, provid- 
ed that o We accept the terms of the con- 
tract, on the understanding that it has to 
be ratified by the full board. 
undertake /,ando'terk/ verb to prom- 
ise to do something o to undertake an in- 
vestigation of the fraud o The members 
of the jury have undertaken not to read 
the newspapers. o He undertook to re- 
port to the probation office once a month. 
(NOTE: undertaking — undertook — 
has undertaken) 

undertaking /‘ando ,terkin/ noun 1.a 
business o a commercial undertaking 2. 


a promise to do something that has legal 
force o They have given us a written un- 
dertaking that they will not infringe our 
patent. o The judge accepted the defend- 
ant’s undertaking not to harass the 
claimant. 


undertenant /,anda'tenant/ noun 
somebody who holds a property on an 
underlease 


underworld /'andaws:ld/ noun the 
world of criminals o The police has in- 
formers in the London underworld. o 
The indications are that it is an under- 
world killing. 


underwrite /,ando'ratt/ verb 1. to ac- 
cept responsibility for o to underwrite a 
share issue to guarantee that a share is- 
sue will be sold by agreeing to buy all 
shares which are not subscribed o The is- 
sue was underwritten by three under- 
writing companies. o to underwrite an 
insurance policy to accept liability for 
the payment of compensation according 
to the policy 2. to agree to pay for costs 
o The government has underwritten the 
development costs of the building. (NOTE: 
underwriting — underwrote — has un- 
derwritten) 


underwriter /'andərartə/ noun 1. 
somebody who underwrites a share issue 
2. somebody who accepts liability for an 
insurance 


undesirable alien /,andizatrob(o)l 
‘etlion/ noun a person who is not a citi- 
zen of a country, and who the govern- 
ment considers should not be allowed to 
stay in the country o He was deported as 
an undesirable alien. 


undischarged bankrupt 
/,andistfa:rd3d  '‘benkrapt/ noun 
somebody who has been declared bank- 
rupt and has not been released from that 
state 


undisclosed /,andis'klouzd/ adjec- 
tive not identified 
COMMENT: The doctrine of the undis- 
closed principal means that the agent 
may be sued as well as the principal if 
his identity is discovered. 
undisclosed principal 
/,andisklauzd 'prinsip(9)l/ noun a 
principal who has not been identified by 
his or her agent 


undue influence 


undue influence /,andju: 'mfluons/ 
noun wrongful pressure put on someone 
which prevents that person from acting 
independently 
unemployment = /,anim'plormont/ 
noun absence of work o the unemploy- 
ment figures or the figures for unemploy- 
ment are rising 
unemployment pay /,aAnim 
'plormənt pe1/ noun money given by the 
government to someone who is unem- 
ployed 
unenforceable /,anin'fo:sob(e)I/ ad- 
jective unable to be enforced 
unequivocal /,ani'kwivak(o)l/ ad- 
jective clear and not ambiguous in any 
way 
unfair /an'feo/ adjective not just or rea- 
sonable 
unfair competition /,anfes ,kompo 
'tif(a)n/ noun an attempt to do better 
than another company by using methods 
such as importing foreign products at 
very low prices or by wrongly criticising 
a competitor’s products 
unfair contract term /,anfeo 
‘kontreekt t3:m/ noun a term in a con- 
tract which is held by law to be unjust 
unfair dismissal /,anfeo dis 
'mis(9)l/ noun the act of removing 
someone from a job in a way that appears 
not to be reasonable such as dismissing 
someone who wants to join a union 
COMMENT: An employee can complain 
of unfair dismissal to an employment 
tribunal. 
unfit to plead /an,fit to 'pli:d/ noun 
mentally not capable of being tried 
uni- /ju:ni/ prefix meaning single 
Uniform Commercial Code 
/,ju:miform ka,m3:f(a)l 'kaud/ noun in 
the USA, a set of uniform laws govern- 
ing commercial transactions 
unilateral / ju:ni'let(s)rol/ adjective 
on one side only, or done by one party 
only o They took the unilateral decision 
to cancel the contract. 
unilaterally /,ju:nt'let(a)rali/ adverb 
by one party only o They cancelled the 
contract unilaterally. 
unincorporated association 
/,aninko:poreitid ə səusi'erf(ə)n/ 
noun a group of people, such as a club or 


partnership, which is not legally incorpo- 
rated 
uninsured /anin'fuad/ adjective with 
no valid insurance o The driver of the car 
was uninsured. 
United Kingdom /ju: nartıd 
‘kindom/ noun an independent country, 
formed of England, Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland o He came to the UK to 
study. o Does she have a UK passport? o 
Is he a UK citizen? Abbreviation UK 
United Nations /ju:,nartid 
'‘ne1f(a)nz/, United Nations Organiza- 
tion noun an international organisation 
including almost all sovereign states in 
the world, where member states are rep- 
resented at meetings. Abbreviation UNO 
United States Code /ju:,naitid 
steits 'kaud/ noun a book containing all 
the permanent laws of the USA, arranged 
in sections according to subject, and re- 
vised from time to time 
United States of America /ju: 
wnaitid sterts əv o'merik9/ noun an in- 
dependent country, a federation of 50 
states in North America. Abbreviation 
USA 
COMMENT: The federal government 
(based in Washington D.C.) is formed 
of a legislature (the Congress) with 
two chambers (the Senate and House 
of Representatives), an executive (the 
President) and a judiciary (the Su- 
preme Court). Each of the fifty states 
making up the USA has its own legis- 
lature and executive (the Governor) as 
well as its own legal system and con- 
stitution. 
Universal Copyright Convention 
/ ju:niv3:s(9)l 'kopirait kon, venJ(a)n/ 
noun an international agreement on cop- 
yright set up by the United Nations in 
Geneva in 1952. Abbreviation UCC 
COMMENT: Both the Berne Convention 
of 1886 and the UCC were drawn up to 
try to protect copyright from pirates; 
under the Berne Convention, pub- 
lished material remains in copyright 
until 50 years after the death of the au- 
thor and for 25 years after publication 
under the UCC. In both cases, a work 
which is copyrighted in one country is 
automatically covered by the copyright 
legislation of all countries signing the 
convention. 
universal franchise /,ju:ntvs:s(a)l 
'freentfaiz/ noun the right to vote which 


unreliable 


is given to all adult members of the pop- 
ulation 


universal suffrage /,ju:ntvs:s(o)l 
'sAfrid3/ noun same as universal fran- 
chise 


unjust /an'd3ast/ adjective not ac- 
cording to legal or reasonable moral 
standards 


unlawful = /an'lo:f(9)l/_ adjective 
against the law n unlawful sexual inter- 
course sexual intercourse with someone 
who is under the age of consent, etc. o 
verdict of unlawful killing (in a coro- 
ner’s court) verdict that a person’s death 
was murder or manslaughter 


unlawful assembly /an,lo:f(0)l ə 
‘sembli/ noun a notifiable offence when 
a number of people come together to 
commit a breach of the peace or any oth- 
er crime 


unless order /an,les 'o:da/ noun an 
order that a statement of claim will be 
struck out if a party does not comply 
with the order 


unlimited company /an,limitid 
'kamp(a)ni/ noun a company where the 
shareholders have no limit as regards lia- 
bility 
unlimited liability /an,lmutid lara 
'biliti/ noun a situation where a sole 
trader or each single partner is responsi- 
ble for all the firm’s debts with no limit 
at the amount each may have to pay 
unliquidated claim /,anltkwideitd 
'klerm/ noun a claim for unliquidated 
damages 
unliquidated damages 
/,Anlikwidertid 'dæmıd3ız/ plural 
noun damages which are not for a fixed 
amount of money but are awarded by a 
court as a matter of discretion depending 
on the case 
COMMENT: Torts give rise to claims for 
unliquidated damages. 
unmarried /an'mærid/ adjective not 
legally married 
unofficial /,ano'f1f(o)l/ adjective not 
official 
unofficially /ana'ftfali/ adverb not 
officially o The tax office told the compa- 
ny, unofficially, that it would be prosecut- 
ed. 


unopposed /,ano'pauzd/ adjective 
(motion) with no one voting against 


unparliamentary /an parla 
'ment(a)ri/ adjective not suitable for 
Parliament 
COMMENT: Various terms of abuse are 
considered unparliamentary, in partic- 
ular words which suggest that an MP 
has not told the truth. In a recent ex- 
change in the House of Commons, a 
Member called others ‘clowns’ and 
‘drunks’; the Deputy Speaker said: ‘Or- 
der. That is unparliamentary language, 
and | must ask the hon. Member to 
withdraw’. Another recent example oc- 
curred when an MP said: ‘if the hon. 
Member were honest, | suspect that 
he would have to do the same’. Mr. 
Speaker: ‘Order. All hon. Members are 
honest.’. 
unprecedented = /an'presidentid/ 
adjective having not happened before, or 
having no legal precedent o Jn an un- 
precedented move, the tribunal asked the 
witness to sing a song. 
unprofessional conduct /anpro 
ifefan(o)l 'kondakt/ noun a way of be- 
having which is not suitable for a profes- 
sional person and goes against the code 
of practice of a profession 
unquantifiable /an,kwontt 
'farob(ə)l/ adjective unable to be stated 
exactly 
unreasonable = /an'ri:z(a)nab(a)l/ 
adjective not fair or acceptable accord- 
ing to what might be usually expected 
unreasonable conduct /an 
ri:z(ə)nəb(ə)l kən'dakt/ noun behav- 
iour by a spouse which is not reasonable 
and which shows that a marriage has bro- 
ken down 
unreasonably /an'ri:z(ə)nəbli/ ad- 
verb in a way which is not reasonable or 
which cannot be explained o Approval of 
any loan will not be unreasonably with- 
held. 
unredeemed pledge /,anridi:md 
‘pled3/ noun a pledge which the borrow- 
er has not claimed back by paying back 
his or her loan 
unregistered /an'red3istad/ adjec- 
tive referring to land which has not been 
registered 
unreliable /,anri'latab(9)l/ adjective 
being impossible to rely on o The prose- 


unreported 


cution tried to show that the driver’s ev- 
idence was unreliable. o The defence 
called two witnesses and both were unre- 
liable. 


unreported /,anri'po:tid/ adjective 
1. not reported to the police o There are 
thousands of unreported cases of theft. 2. 
not reported in the Law Reports o Coun- 
sel referred the judge to a number of rel- 
evant unreported cases. 


unsafe /an'serf/ adjective referring to 
a judgment which is not acceptable in 
law and may be quashed on appeal 


unsecured creditor /,anstkjuod 
'kredito/ noun a creditor who is owed 
money, but has no mortgage or charge 
over the debtor’s property as security 


unsecured debt /,ansikjuad 'det/ 
noun a debt which is not guaranteed by 
assets 

unsecured loan /,ansikjuad 'ləun/ 
noun a loan made with no security 


unsolicited /anso'lisitid/ adjective 
having not been asked for o an unsolicit- 
ed gift 

unsolicited goods /,ansolisitid 
'gudz/ plural noun goods which are sent 
to someone who has not asked for them, 
suggesting that he or she might like to 
buy them 


unsolved /an'svlvd/ adjective not 
solved o an unsolved crime 


unsound /an'saund/ adjective o per- 
sons of unsound mind people who are 
not sane 


unsworn /an'swo:n/ adjective having 
not been made on oath o an unsworn 
statement 


unwritten agreement /an,rit(o)n ə 
'grixmont/ noun an agreement which 
has been reached orally but has not been 
written down 

unwritten law /an,rit(a)n 'lo:/ nouna 
tule which is established by precedent 
uphold /ap'hould/ verb to keep in 
good order o to uphold the law to make 
sure that laws are obeyed o to uphold a 
sentence to reject an appeal against a 


sentence o The Appeal Court upheld the 
sentence. 


uplift /‘aplift/ noun in a conditional fee 
agreement, an extra fee paid by a client 
to a lawyer if the case is won 


Upper Chamber /,apo 'tfermbə/ 
noun the House of Lords or the Senate 


upper class /'apo kla:s/ noun the ar- 
istocracy and the richest and most influ- 
ential business and professional people 


upper middle class /,apo 'mıd(o)l 
kla:s/ noun wealthy professional people 
and businessmen 


urine sample /juərın 'sa:mpol/ 
noun a small amount of urine taken from 
someone to be tested 


urine test /‘juorm test/ noun a test of 
a sample of a person’s urine to see if it 
contains drugs or alcohol 

use /ju:s/ noun 1. land held by the legal 
owner on trust for a beneficiary 2. o land 
zoned for industrial use land where 
planning permission has been given to 
build factories 


user’s guide /'ju:zəz gard/ noun a 
book showing someone how to use 
something 


usher /'sfa/ noun somebody who 
guards the door leading into a courtroom 
and maintains order in court 


usufruct /'ju:sjufrakt/ noun the right 
to enjoy the use or the profit of the prop- 
erty or land of another person 


usurp /ju:'zs:p/ verb to take and use 
someone’s else role, position or right 
when you do not have the authority to do 
it 


usurpation /ju:zs:'perf(9)n/ noun 
the activity of taking and using a right 
which is not yours 

usurper /ju:'z3:po/ noun somebody 
who usurps power o The army killed the 
usurper and placed the king back on his 
throne again. 

usury /'ju:zori/ noun the practice of 
lending money at very high interest 
utter /'ato/ verb to use a forged docu- 
ment criminally 


V 


V. against. Abbreviation of versus 
(NOTE: Titles of cases are quoted as 
Hills v. The Amalgamated Company 
Ltd; R. v. Smith.) 


vacant /'vertkont/ adjective not occu- 
pied 
vacantia » bona vacantia 


vacant possession /,vertkont po 
'zeJ(a)n/ noun the right to occupy a 
property immediately after buying it be- 
cause it is empty o The property is to be 
sold with vacant possession. 

vacate /və'kert/ verb o to vacate the 
premises to leave premises, so that they 
become empty 


vacation /va'ke1f(9)n/ noun 1. a peri- 
od when the courts are closed between 
sittings 2. US a period when people are 
not working 

vagrancy /'veigransi/ noun the state 
of being a vagrant o He was charged with 
vagrancy. 


vagrant /'veigrant/ noun somebody 
who goes about with no work and no 
place to live 


valid /'vælıd/ adjective 1. being accept- 
able because it is true o That is not a val- 
id argument or excuse. 2. being able to be 
used lawfully o The contract is not valid 
if it has not been witnessed. o Ticket 
which is valid for three months. o He was 
carrying a valid passport. 


validate /'vælı,dert/ verb 1. to check 
to see if something is correct o The doc- 
ument was validated by the bank. 2. to 
make something valid o The import doc- 
uments have to be validated by the cus- 
toms officials. 


validation /,vzlr'detf(a)n/ noun the 
act of making something valid 


validity /va'liditi/ noun the state of be- 
ing valid o A national court can ask the 
ECJ for a ruling about the validity of a 
Community act. 

valorem /vo'lo:rom/ » ad valorem 


valuable /'vzeljuab(a)l/ adjective be- 
ing worth a lot of money 

valuable consideration 
/,veljuab(a)l kən,sıdə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 
something of value which is passed from 
one party (the promisee) to another (the 
promisor) as payment for what is prom- 
ised 

valuable property /,væljub(ə)l 
'propəti/ noun personal items which are 
worth a lot of money 

valuation /,vzlju'e1f(9)n/ noun an es- 
timate of how much something is worth 
o to ask for a valuation of a property be- 


fore making an offer for it 


value /'vzlju:/ noun the amount of 
money which something is worth o the 


fall in the value of the dollar o He im- 


ported goods to the value of £250. o The 
valuer put the value of the stock at 
£25,000. m verb to estimate how much 
money something is worth o goods val- 
ued at £250 o He valued the stock at 
£25,000. o We are having the jewellery 
valued for insurance. 

Value Added Tax /,velju: ædıd 
'tæks/ noun a tax imposed as a percent- 
age of the invoice value of goods and 
services. Abbreviation VAT 

valued policy /,vzlju:d 'pplisi/ noun 
a marine insurance policy where the val- 
ue of what is insured is stated 

valuer /'vzljuo/ noun somebody who 
values property for insurance purposes 
vandal /'vznd(a)l/ noun somebody 
who destroys property, especially public 


vandalise 310 


property, wilfully o Vandals have pulled 
the telephones out of the call boxes. 


vandalise /'vendolaiz/, vandalize 
verb to destroy property wilfully o None 
of the call boxes work because they have 
all been vandalised. 


vandalism /'‘vzends,l1z(9)m/ noun the 
wilful destruction of property 


variable /'veəriəb(ə)l/ 
changing 

variable costs /,vesrisb(a)l 'kpsts/ 
plural noun costs of producing a product 
or service which change according to the 
amount produced 


variance /'veərions/ noun the differ- 
ence 


variation /,veori'e1f(9)n/ noun 1. the 
amount by which something changes o 
seasonal variations changes which take 
place because of the seasons 2. a change 
in conditions o The petitioner asked for a 
variation in her maintenance order. 


vary /'veori/ verb to change o The court 
has been asked to vary the conditions of 
the order. o Demand for social services 
varies according to the weather. 

VAT / vi: e1 'ti:, veet/ abbreviation Val- 
ue Added Tax 

VAT declaration /'væt deklə 
rerf(ə)n/ noun a statement declaring 
VAT income to the VAT office 


vault /vo:lt/ noun an underground 
strongroom usually built under a bank 
VC abbreviation Vice Chancellor 
vendee /ven'di:/ noun somebody who 
buys 

vendible /'vendib(a)l/ adjective able 
to be sold o For a patent application to 
succeed, the product being patented must 
be vendible. 

vendor /'venda/ noun somebody who 


sells o the solicitor acting on behalf of 
the vendor 


adjective 


venue /'venju:/ noun a place where a 
meeting or hearing is held 

verbal /'v3:b(9)l/ adjective 1. using 
spoken words, not writing 2. referring to 
spoken or written evidence m verb to use 
threatening words when interviewing a 
suspect 


verbal agreement /,v3:b(0)l ə 
'grizmont/ noun an agreement which is 
spoken and not written down 


verbal evidence /,vaib(a)l 
'evid(a)ns/ noun written or spoken evi- 
dence. Compare non-verbal evidence 
(NOTE: British lawyers refer specifically 
to spoken evidence as oral evidence.) 


verbally /'vs:bəli/ adverb using spo- 
ken words, not writing o They agreed to 
the terms verbally, and then started to 
draft the contract. 


verbals /'v3:b(ə)lz/ plural noun words 
spoken to a police officer by a suspect 
(informal) 

verbal warning /,v3:b(0)l 'wo:ntn/ 
noun a stage in warning an employee 
that his or her work is not satisfactory, 
followed by a written warning, if per- 
formance does not improve 


verbatim /v3:'beitim/ adjective, ad- 
verb in the exact words o a verbatim 
transcript of the trial o Hansard provides 
a verbatim account of the proceedings of 
the House of Commons. 


verdict /'vs:dıkt/ noun 1. the decision 
of a jury or magistrate n to bring in, to 
return a verdict to state a verdict at the 
end of a trial o The jury brought in or re- 
turned a verdict of not guilty. o to come 
to a verdict, to reach a verdict to decide 
whether the accused is guilty or not o 
The jury took two hours to reach their 
verdict. 2. the decision reached by a cor- 
oner’s court o The court returned a ver- 
dict of death by misadventure. 


versa » vice versa 

versus /'v3:sos/ preposition against 
(NOTE: usually abbreviated to v. as in 
the case of Smith v. Williams) 


vest /vest/ verb to transfer to someone 
the legal ownership and possession of 
land or of a right o The property was 
vested in the trustees. (NOTE: You vest 
something in or on someone.) 
vested interest /,vestid 'mtroast/ 
noun an interest in a property which will 
come into a person’s possession when 
the interest of another person ends 
vested remainder /,vestid ri 
'meindo/ noun a remainder which is ab- 
solutely vested in a person 


Vienna Conventions 


vesting assent/,vestin ə'sent/ noun 
a document which vests settled land on a 
tenant for life 


vesting order /,vestin 'o:da/ noun a 
court order which transfers property 


vet /vet/ verb to examine someone or a 
document carefully to see if there is any 
breach of security o All applications are 
vetted by the Home Office. 


veto /'vi:tou/ noun a ban or order not to 
allow something to become law, even if it 
has been passed by a parliament o The 
President has the power of veto over 
Bills passed by Congress. o The UK used 
its veto in the Security Council. = verb to 
refuse to allow something, especially to 
use an official power to do so o The res- 
olution was vetoed by the president. o 
The council has vetoed all plans to hold 
protest marches in the centre of town. 
COMMENT: In the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council, each of the five perma- 
nent members has a veto. In the USA, 
the President may veto a bill sent to 
him by Congress, provided he does so 
within ten days of receiving it. The bill 
then returns to Congress for further 
discussion, and the President’s veto 
can be overridden by a two-thirds ma- 
jority in both House of Representatives 
and Senate. 
vexatious /vek'serfəs/ adjective an- 
noying 
vexatious action /vek,serfəs 
'ækfən/ noun a case brought in order to 
annoy the defendant 


vexatious litigant /vek,serfəs 
'lrtıgənt/ noun somebody who fre- 
quently starts legal actions to annoy peo- 
ple and who is barred from bringing ac- 
tions without leave of the court 

viable /'varob(ə)l/ adjective able to be 
done o not commercially viable not 
likely to make a profit o viable alterna- 
tive different proposal which may work 


vicarious /vi'keəriəs/ adjective not 
personally interested 
COMMENT: If the employee is on a frol- 
ic of his own, the employer may not be 
liable. 
vicarious liability /vı,keəriəs lara 
'biliti/ noun a liability of one person for 
torts committed by another, especially 
the liability of an employer for acts com- 


mitted by an employee in the course of 
work 

vicariously /vr'keəriəsli/ adverb not 
directly 


vicarious performance /v1,keorias 
po'fo:rmons/ noun the performance of a 
contract where the work has been done 
by a third party 

vice /vats/ Latin word meaning ‘in the 
place of o was present: Councillor 
Smith (vice Councillor Brown) 


Vice Chancellor /,vats 'tfa:nsolo/ 
noun a senior judge in charge of the 
Chancery Division of the High Court. 
Abbreviation VC 


vice-consul /,vais 'konsol/ noun a 
diplomat with a rank below consul 
Vice-President /,vais '‘prezidont/ 
noun the deputy to a president 
COMMENT: In the USA, the Vice-Presi- 
dent is the president (i.e. the chair- 
man) of the Senate. He also succeeds 
a president if the president dies in of- 
fice (as Vice-President Johnson suc- 
ceeded President Kennedy). 
vice versa /,vaisi 'v3:so/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘reverse position’: 
in the opposite way o the responsibilities 
of the employer towards the employee 
and vice versa 
victim /'vıktım/ noun somebody who 
suffers a crime or a wrong o The mugger 
left his victim lying in the road. o He was 
the victim of a con trick. o The accident 
victims or victims of the accident were 
taken to hospital. 
victimless crime —_/,viktrmloas 
‘krarm/ noun a crime where there is no 
obvious victim, e.g. drug pushing or 
prostitution 
vide /'vidi/ Latin word meaning ‘see’: 
used in written texts to refer to another 
reference 
videlicet /'vidi:liset/ phrase a Latin 
word meaning ‘that is’ (NOTE: usually 
abbreviated to viz) 
video conferencing /'vıdiəu 
ikonf(9)ransin/ noun a system of con- 
ducting a hearing using closed-circuit 
television and recording the events on 
tape 
Vienna Conventions /vi,eno kən 
'venf(ə)nz/ noun conventions signed in 


villain 


Austria, generally relating to internation- 
al treaties and the rights of diplomats 
villain /‘vilan/ noun a criminal 
(informal) o The job of the policeman is 
to catch villains. 

villainy /‘vilani/ noun a wilful illegal 
act 

violate /'varəlert/ verb to break a rule 
or a law o The council has violated the 
planning regulations. o The action of the 
government violates the international 
treaty on commercial shipping. o The 
legislation was inapplicable in this case, 
and the country had not violated the 
Treaty. 

violation /,varo'lerf(a)n/ noun the act 
of breaking a rule o The number of traffic 
violations has increased. o The court 
criticised the violations of the treaty on 
human rights. o in violation of a rule 
breaking a rule 

violence /'varələns/ noun an action 
using force o violence against the per- 
son one of the types of notifiable offenc- 
es against the person, e.g. murder, assault 
violent /'vatalont/ adjective using 
force o a violent attack on the police o 
the prisoner became violent the prison- 
er tried to attack 

virement /'varomənt/ noun the trans- 
fer of money from one account to anoth- 
er or from one section of a budget to an- 
other o The council may use the virement 
procedure to transfer money from one 
area of expenditure to another. 

vires » intra vires, ultra vires 

virtue /'v3itfu:/ noun good quality 
virtute officii /vs:,tu:ti  v'fisri/ 
phrase a Latin phrase meaning ‘because 
of his office’ 

visa /'vi:zə/ noun a special document 
or special stamp in a passport which al- 
lows someone to enter a country o You 
will need a visa before you go to the 
USA. o She filled in her visa application 
form. 

visitor /'vızıtə/ noun somebody who 
goes to see someone for a short time 
visitor’s visa /'vizitoz ,vi:zə/ noun a 
visa which allows a person to visit a 
country for a short time 

vis major /,vis 'me1d30/ noun Latin 
words meaning ‘superior force’: force of 


people or of nature such as a revolution 
or an earthquake which cannot be 
stopped 

vital statistics /,vait(9)l sto'tistiks/ 
noun statistics dealing with births, mar- 
riages and deaths in a town or district 


viva voce /,vaiva 'vautfi/ phrase a 
Latin phrase meaning ‘orally’, ‘by 
speaking’ 
vivos /'varvəus/ plural noun a Latin 
word meaning ‘living people’ 
viz » videlicet 
void /vord/ adjective not having any le- 
gal effect o the contract was declared 
null and void the contract was said to be 
no longer valid m verb o to void a con- 
tract to make a contract invalid 
voidable /'vərdəb(ə)l/ adjective being 
able to be made void 
COMMENT: A contract is void where it 
never had legal effect, but is voidable 
if it is apparently of legal effect and re- 
mains of legal effect until one or both 
parties take steps to rescind it. 
voided /'vo1did/ adjective deprived of 
legal force 
void marriage /,void 'mzerid3/ noun 
a marriage which is declared not to have 
had any legal existence 
volenti non fit injuria /vau,lenti 
noun fit m'dzuerie/ phrase a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘there can be no injury to 
a person who is willing’: a rule that if 
someone has agreed to take the risk of an 
injury he or she cannot sue for it, as in the 
case of someone injured in a boxing 
match 
volition /va'lif(2)n/ noun the will to do 
something o of your own volition be- 
cause you decide to do something your- 
self o She gave up her job of her own vo- 
lition. 
voluntary /'vplənt(ə)ri/ adjective 1. 
done without being forced or without be- 
ing paid 2. without being paid a salary 
voluntary confession /,vplont(a)ri 
kon'fef(9)n/ noun a confession made by 
an accused person without being threat- 
ened or paid 
voluntary disposition /,vplont(a)ri 
\dispa'zif(a)n/ noun the transfer of 
property without any valuable considera- 
tion 


vouch for 


voluntary liquidation /,volont(s)ri 
ltkwr'derf(a)n/ noun a situation where 
a company itself decides it must close 
and sell its assets 

voluntary manslaughter 
/,vplant(9)ri 'mzenslo:to/ noun the of- 
fence of killing someone intentionally, 
but under mitigating circumstances such 
as provocation or diminished responsi- 
bility. ù involuntary manslaughter 
voluntary organisation 
/'‘vplant(a)ri ,o:ganaizelf(a)n/ noun an 
organisation which has no paid staff 
voluntary redundancy 
/,vplant(9)ri r1'dandoansi/ noun a situa- 
tion where the employee asks to be made 
redundant, usually in return for a pay- 
ment 

voluntary unemployment 
/,vplont(9)ri anim'plorment/ noun a 
situation where an employee resigns 
from a job of his or her own free will and 
does not look for another 

volunteer /,vplon'tia/ noun 1. some- 
body who gives or receives property 
without consideration 2. somebody who 
offers to do something without being 
forced m verb 1. to offer information 
without being asked o He volunteered 
the information that the defendant was 
not in fact a British subject. 2. to offer to 
do something without being forced o Six 


men volunteered to go into the burning 
house. 


vote down /,vaut 'daun/ verb o to 
vote down to defeat a motion o The pro- 
posal was voted down. 


vote in /,vaut 'ın/ verb o to vote some- 
one in to elect someone o The Tory can- 
didate was voted in. 


vote out /,vout 'aut/ verb n to vote 
someone out to make someone lose an 
election o The government was voted out 
of office within a year. 

voter /'vaute/ noun somebody who 
votes 


voting /‘vouti/ noun the act of mak- 
ing a vote 


voting paper /‘vautin ,perpə/ noun a 
piece of paper on which the voter puts a 
cross to show for whom he or she wants 
to vote 


voting rights /‘vavtr rarts/ plural 
noun rights of shareholders to voting at 
company meetings 

vouch for /'vavtf fo:/ verb 1. to state 
that you believe something is correct, to 
say that you take responsibility for some- 
thing o I cannot vouch for the correct- 
ness of the transcript of proceedings. 2. 
to say that you take responsibility for 
something 


W 


wage claim /'we1d3 klerm/ noun a re- 
quest for an increase in wages 

wage review /'we1d3 ri,vju:/ noun 
an examination of salaries or wages in a 
company to see if the employees should 
earn more 

waive /wetv/ verb to give up a right o 
He waived his claim to the estate. a to 
waive a payment to say that payment is 
not necessary 

waiver /'wervə/ noun an act of volun- 
tarily giving up a right, or removing the 
conditions of a rule o [f you want to work 
without a permit, you will have to apply 
for a waiver. 

waiver clause /'wervə klo:z/ noun a 
clause in a contract giving the conditions 
under which the rights in the contract can 
be given up 

Wales and Chester Circuit /,welz 
an 'tfesta ,s3:kit/ noun one of the six 
circuits of the Crown Court to which bar- 
risters belong, with its centre in Cardiff 
walking possession /,wo:kin po 
'zef(a)n/ noun temporary possession of 
a debtor’s goods taken by a bailiff or 
sheriff until they can be sold to satisfy 
execution 

wall safe /'wo:1 serf/ noun a safe fixed 
in a wall 

wanted /'wontid/ adjective required 
for questioning as a suspect in a crime 
war crimes /'wo: krarmz/ plural noun 
criminal acts committed by a country, or 
by people in positions of power during 
time of war 

ward /wo:d/ noun 1. a division of a 
town or city for administrative purposes 
o an electoral ward area of a town rep- 
resented by a councillor on a local coun- 
cil 2. a minor protected by a guardian o 
Mr Jones acting on behalf of his ward, 


Miss Smith. 3. a minor protected by a 
court m verb to make a child a ward o The 
court warded the girl. 


warden /'wo:d(a)n/ noun 1. somebody 
who is in charge of an institution 2. US 
the head of a prison (NOTE: The British 
equivalent is prison governor.) 3. 
somebody who sees that rules are obeyed 


warder /'wo:do/ noun a guard in a pris- 
on 


ward of court /,wo:d ov 'ko:t/ noun 
a minor under the protection of the High 
Court o The High Court declared the girl 
ward of court, to protect her from her un- 
cle who wanted to take her out of the 
country. 


wardship /'wo:dfip/ noun 1. the role 
of being in charge of a ward o The judge 
has discretion to exercise the wardship 


jurisdiction. 2. the power of a court to 


take on itself the rights and responsibili- 
ties of parents in the interests of a child 


warehousing /'‘weshavuzin/ noun the 
act of storing goods o Warehousing costs 
are rising rapidly. o warehousing in 
bond keeping imported goods in a ware- 
house without payment of duty, either to 
be exported again, or for sale into the 
country when the duty has been paid 


warrant /‘woront/ noun 1. an official 
document from a court which allows 
someone to do something o to issue a 
warrant for the arrest of someone, to 
issue an arrest warrant for someone to 
make out and sign an official document 
which authorises the police to arrest 
someone 2. an official document author- 
ising the payment of money o a dividend 
warrant 


warrantee /,woron'ti:/ noun some- 
body who is given a warranty 


wheresoever 


warrant of attachment/,woront ov 
a'taet fmont/ noun a warrant which au- 
thorises the bailiff to arrest a person in 
contempt of court 

warrant of committal /,worant ov 
ka'mit(a)l/ noun same as committal 
warrant 

warrant of execution /,worant ov 
eksi'kju:f(a)n/ noun a warrant issued 
by a court which gives the bailiffs or 
sheriffs the power to seize goods from a 
debtor in order to pay his or her debts 
warrantor /,woron'to:/ noun some- 
body who gives a warranty 

warranty /‘woronti/ noun 1. a guaran- 
tee o The car is sold with a twelve-month 
warranty. o The warranty covers spare 
parts but not labour costs. 2. a contractu- 
al term which is secondary to the main 
purpose of the contract 3. a statement 
made by an insured person which de- 
clares that the facts stated by them are 
true 

wash sale /'wof se1l/ noun the activi- 
ty of buying stock and selling it almost 
immediately, to give the impression that 
business is good 

wasted costs order /,weistid kpsts 
‘g1da/ noun an order by a court that a 
party has to pay the costs involved in a 
case which has to be postponed because 
the party’s representative is badly pre- 
pared or incompetent 

watch /wotJ/ noun a group of people 
who patrol the streets to maintain law 
and order 

watch committee /‘wotf ko,miti/ 
noun a committee of a local authority 
which supervises the policing of an area 
watchdog /'wptfdog/, watchdog 
body /'wotfdpg ,bpndi/ noun 1. a body 
which sees that the law is obeyed o The 
Commission acts as the watchdog for 
competition law. 2. a body which takes 
note of what official bodies such as gov- 
ernment departments or commercial 
firms are doing to see that regulations are 
not being abused 

water pollution /'wo:ts po,lu:f(a)n/ 
noun the polluting of the sea, rivers, 
lakes or canals 

weapon /'wepon/ noun o dangerous, 
offensive weapon an item which can be 


used to harm someone physically, e.g. a 
gun, a knife o carrying offensive weap- 
ons the offence of holding a weapon or 
something such as a bottle which could 
be used as a weapon 

Weekly Law Reports /,witkli 'lo: ri 
\ports/ plural noun regular reports of 
cases published by the Council of Law 
Reporting. Abbreviation WLR 

weight limit /‘wert ‚lımıt/ noun the 
maximum permitted weight 

welfare /'welfea/ noun the state of be- 
ing well cared for o It is the duty of the 
juvenile court to see to the welfare of 
children in care. 

Wells notice /'welz novtis/ noun a 
notice from the US Securities and Ex- 
change Commission informing the recip- 
ient that a lawsuit will be filed against 
him or he and outlining the charges and 
evidence supporting them 

Western Circuit /,weston ‘ssrkit/ 
noun one of the six circuits of the Crown 
Court to which barristers belong, with its 
centre in Bristol 

whatsoever /,wptsau'eva/ adjective 
of any sort o There is no substance what- 
soever in the report. o The police found 
no suspicious documents whatsoever. 
(NOTE: always used after a noun and af- 
ter a negative) 

whereas /wear'zz/ conjunction as the 
situation is stated, taking the following 
fact into consideration o whereas the 
property is held in trust for the appellant 
o whereas the contract between the two 
parties stipulated that either party may 
withdraw at six months’ notice 
whereby /weə'bar/ adverb by which o 
a deed whereby ownership of the proper- 
ty is transferred 

wherein /wear'tn/ adverb in which o a 
document wherein the regulations are 
listed 

whereof /wear'pv/ adverb of which o 
in witness whereof I sign my hand I 
sign as a witness that this is correct 
whereon /weor'pn/ adverb on which 
o land whereon a dwelling is constructed 
wheresoever /,weasau'eva/ adverb 
in any place where o the insurance cov- 
ering jewels wheresoever they may be 
kept 
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White Book /'wart buk/ noun a book 
containing the Rules of the Supreme 
Court and a commentary on them 
white collar crime /,wait ‚kolo 
‘krarm/ noun crime committed by busi- 
ness people or office workers, e.g. em- 
bezzlement, computer fraud or insider 
dealings 

White Paper /,wait 'perpo/ noun a re- 
port issued by the government as a state- 
ment of government policy on a particu- 
lar problem, often setting out proposals 
for changes to legislation for discussion 
before a Bill is drafted. Compare Green 
Paper 

whole-life insurance /,houl 'larf in 
Juarons/ noun an insurance policy for 
which the insured person pays premiums 
for an entire lifetime and the insurance 
company pays a sum when he or she dies 
(NOTE: For life insurance, British Eng- 
lish prefers to use assurance.) 
wholesale /'houlseil/ adjective, ad- 
verb buying goods direct from the pro- 
ducers and selling in large quantities to 
traders who then sell in smaller quanti- 
ties to the general public 

wholesale dealer /‘houlserl di:lo/ 
noun somebody who buys in bulk from 
producers and sells to retailers 
wholly-owned subsidiary /,houlli 
ound sab'sidjori/ noun a company 
which is owned completely by another 
company 

wilful /‘wilf(9)l/ adjective 1. (person) 
who is determined to do what he or she 
wants 2. done because someone wants to 
do it, regardless of the effect it may have 
on others (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is willful.) 

wilfully /‘wilfuli/ adverb done because 
someone wants to do it, regardless of the 
effect on others o He wilfully set fire to 
the building. 

wilful misconduct /,wilf(o)l mis 
'kondakt/ noun an act of doing some- 
thing which harms someone while know- 
ing it is wrong 

wilful murder /,wilf(o)l 'ms:do/ 
noun murder which is premeditated 
wilful neglect /,wilf(a)l ni'glekt/ 
noun intentionally not doing something 
which it is your duty to do 


will /wil/ noun » last will and testa- 
ment 
COMMENT: To make a valid will, a per- 
son must be of age and of sound mind; 
normally a will must be signed and wit- 
nessed in the presence of two witness- 
es who are not interested in the will. In 
English law there is complete freedom 
to dispose of one’s property after 
death as one wishes. However, any 
dependant may apply for provision to 
be made out of the estate of a de- 
ceased under the Inheritance (Provi- 
sion for Family and Dependants) Act. 
winding up /,watndiy 'ap/ noun liq- 
uidation, the closing of a company and 
selling its assets 
winding up petition /,wamdry ap 
po'tif(a)n/ noun an application to a 
court for an order that a company be put 
into liquidation 
window /'windou/ noun o window of 
opportunity short moment when the 
conditions for something are especially 
favourable 
wind up /,waind 'ap/ verb 1. to end 
something such as a meeting o He wound 
up the meeting with a vote of thanks to 
the committee. 2. o to wind up a compa- 
ny to put a company into liquidation o 
The court ordered the company to be 
wound up. 
wire fraud /'waro fro:d/ noun in the 
USA, the crime of using interstate tele- 
communications systems to obtain mon- 
ey or some other benefit by deception 
wiretapping /‘watstepin/ noun the 
action of secretly listening in on a tele- 
phone line 
with costs /,wid 'kpsts/ adverb o 
judgment for someone with costs judg- 
ment that the party’s plea was correct and 
that all the costs of the case should be 
paid by the other party 
withdraw /w16'dro:/ verb 1. to say that 
a charge, accusation or statement is no 
longer valid o The prosecution has with- 
drawn the charges against him. o He was 
forced to withdraw his statement. o The 
chairman asked him to withdraw the re- 
marks he had made about the finance di- 
rector. 2. to take money out of an account 
o to withdraw money from the bank or 
from your account o You can withdraw 
up to £50 from any bank on presentation 


wreck 


of a banker’s card. 3. to take back an of- 
fer o one of the company’s backers has 
withdrawn he stopped supporting the 
company financially 

withhold /w1d'hauld/ verb not to give 
something such as information which 
should be given o She was charged with 
withholding information from the police. 
o Approval of any loan will not be unrea- 
sonably withheld. 

without /wi'davt/ preposition o with- 
out prejudice phrase spoken or written 
in letters when attempting to negotiate a 
settlement, meaning that the negotiations 
cannot be referred to in court or relied 
upon by the other party if the discussions 
fail o without reserve sale at an auction 
where an item has no reserve price 
witness /'witnas/ noun 1. somebody 
who sees something happen or who is 
present when something happens o to 
act as a witness to a document, a signa- 
ture to sign a document to show that you 
have watched the main signatory sign it 
a in witness whereof first words of the 
testimonium clause, where the signatory 
of the will or contract signs 2. somebody 
who appears in court to give evidence m 
verb to sign a document to show that you 
guarantee that the other signatures on it 
are genuine o to witness an agreement or 
a signature n ‘now this deed witnes- 
seth’ words indicating that the details of 
the agreement follow 

witness box /‘witnos ,bpks/ noun a 
place in a courtroom where the witnesses 
give evidence 

witness of fact /,witnos ov 'fækt/ 
noun somebody who gives evidence to 
say that facts in a claim are true 
witness statement = //,witnos 
‘stertmont/ noun a written statement 
made by a witness and signed, contain- 
ing evidence which he or she will make 
orally in court 

witness summary /,wıtnəs 
‘samori/ noun a short document which 
summarises the evidence which will be 
in a witness statement, or which lists 
points which a witness will be ques- 
tioned on in court 

witness summons _/'witnos 
,sAmonz/ noun a court order requiring 
someone to appear as a witness and if 


necessary produce documents relevant to 
the case (NOTE: Since the introduction of 
the new Civil Procedure Rules in April 
1999, this term has replaced subpoe- 
na ad testificandum and subpoena 
duces tecum.) 

WLR abbreviation Weekly Law Reports 
woman police constable /, womon 
po,lizs 'kanstəb(ə)l/ noun the lowest 
rank of police officer o The sergeant and 
six constables searched the premises. 
(NOTE: Constable can be used to ad- 
dress a policeman; also used with a 
name: Constable Smith; it is usually 
abbreviated to PC or WPC.) 
Woolsack /'wulszk/ noun the seat of 
the Lord Chancellor in the House of 
Lords 

word /w3:d/ noun o to give one’s word 
to promise o He gave his word that the 
matter would remain confidential. 
wording /'ws:din/ noun a series of 
words o Did you understand the wording 
of the contract? 

words of art /,ws:dz ov '‘a:t/ noun 
words that have a special meaning in law 
working party /'ws:kıņ ,pa:ti/ noun 
a group of experts who study a problem 
o The government has set up a working 
party to study the problems of industrial 
waste. o Professor Smith is the chairman 
of the working party on drug abuse. 
work in hand /,wa:k m 'hænd/ noun 
work which is in progress but not fin- 
ished 

work permit /‘w:k ,ps:mit/ noun an 
official document which allows someone 
who is not a citizen to work in a country 
wound /wu:nd/ noun a cut done to the 
skin of a person o She has a knife wound 
in her leg. m verb to injure or to hurt 
someone in such a way that his or her 
skin is cut o He was wounded in the fight. 
wounding with intent /,wu:ndin 
wi0 In'tent/ noun the offence of injur- 
ing someone, especially when trying to 
avoid arrest 

WPC abbreviation woman police con- 
stable 

wreck /rek/ noun 1. the action of sink- 
ing or badly damaging a ship o They 
saved the cargo from the wreck. 2. a ship 
which has sunk or which has been badly 
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damaged and cannot float o Oil poured 
out of the wreck of the ship. 3. a company 
which has become insolvent o He man- 
aged to save some of his investment from 
the wreck of the company. o Investors 
lost thousands of pounds in the wreck of 
the investment company. m verb to dam- 
age badly or to ruin o They are trying to 
salvage the wrecked ship. o The defence 
case was wrecked by the defendant’s be- 
haviour in court. 


writ /rit/ noun 1. o to serve someone 
with a writ to give someone a writ offi- 
cially, so that he or she has to defend it or 
allow judgment to be taken in their ab- 
sence 2. a legal action to hold a by-elec- 
tion o to move a writ to propose in the 
House of Commons that a by-election 
should be held 


write in /,rait 'm/ verb US to write the 
name of a candidate in a space on the 
voting paper 

write-in candidate /rait in 
'‘keendideit/ noun a candidate whose 
name has been written by the voters on 
their voting papers 


writ of fieri facias /rit ov ,farrar 
'ferfizes/ noun a court order to a sheriff 
telling them to seize the goods of a debt- 
or against whom judgment has been 
made (NOTE: often abbreviated to fi. fa.) 


writ of habeas corpus /,rit ov 
sherbias 'ko:pas/ noun a writ to obtain 
the release of someone who has been un- 
lawfully held in prison or in police custo- 
dy, or to make the person holding them 
bring them to court to explain why they 
are being held 


writ of summons /,rit ov 'samonz/ 
noun y claim form 
written application /,rit(o)n ,eplr 
'ke1f(9)n/ noun the first part of proceed- 
ings in the European Court of Justice, 
where an applicant makes a written ap- 
plication against which the defendant 
may reply in writing. The papers will 
then be examined by the judge rappor- 
teur and one of the Advocates General, 
before moving on to oral hearings. 
wrong /rop/ noun an act against natural 
justice or which infringes someone else’s 
right o Civil wrongs against persons or 
property are called ‘torts’. 
wrongdoer /'rondu:a/ noun some- 
body who commits an offence 
wrongdoing /‘rondu:tn/ noun activi- 
ty which is against the law 
wrongful /'ronf(a)l/ adjective unlaw- 
ful 
wrongful dismissal /,ronf(o)l dis 
'mıs(ə)l/ noun the removal of someone 
from a job for a reason which does not 
justify dismissal and is in breach of the 
contract of employment 
COMMENT: An employee can complain 
of wrongful dismissal to a county court 
or, where the compensation claimed is 
less than £25 000, to an employment 
tribunal. 
wrongfully /'ronf(a)li/ adverb in an 
unlawful way o He claimed he was 
wrongfully dismissed. o She was accused 
of wrongfully holding her clients’ money. 
wrongly /'ropli/ adverb not correctly o 
He wrongly invoiced Smith Ltd for £250, 
when he should have credited them with 
the same amount. 


YZ 


year and a day rule /,jrə ənd ə ‘der 
‘Tu:l/ noun an ancient rule that a person 
could not be convicted of murder if the 
victim died more than 366 days after the 
attack 
COMMENT: The rule was abolished in 
1996, as it had come to be used as a 
defence in cases of work-related 
deaths, such as from asbestosis or ra- 
diation, which may occur many years 
after the first contamination. 
year end /,j1a 'end/ noun the end of 
the financial year, when a company’s ac- 
counts are prepared o The accounts de- 
partment has started work on the year- 
end accounts. 


yellow dog contract /,jelou ‘dog 
.kontreekt/ noun US a contract of em- 
ployment where the employee is forbid- 
den to join a trade union 


young offender /jan a'fenda/, 
youthful offender US /,ju:0f(a)l ə 
'fendo/ noun a person aged between 
seventeen and twenty years of age who 
has committed an offence 


Young Offender Institution /,jan ə 
'fenda mnstitju:f(o)n/, young offend- 
ers institution noun a centre where 
young offenders are sent for training if 
they have committed crimes which 
would usually be punishable by a prison 
sentence 


young person /,jan 'p3:s(a)n/ noun 
somebody over fourteen years of age, but 
less than seventeen 

youth /ju:0/ noun a young man 
Youth Court /'ju:6 ko:t/ noun a court 
which tries offenders between the ages of 
10 and 18. Former name Juvenile 
Court 

youth custody order /ju:9 ,kastadi 
'g1da/ noun a sentence sending a young 
person to detention in a special centre 
zebra crossing /,zebra_ ‘krostn/ 
noun a place in a street marked with 
white lines, where pedestrians have right 
of way to cross 

zero inflation /,z1srau in'fletf(a)n/ 
noun inflation at 0% 

zero-rated /,ziarau 'rertıd/ adjective 
having a VAT rate of 0% 

zip code /'zıp 'kaud/ noun US a series 
of numbers used to represent the area or 
part of a city or town where an address is 
situated (NOTE: The British term is post 
code.) 

zipper clause /'zipa klo:z/ noun US 
a standard clause in a contract of em- 
ployment, which tries to prevent any dis- 
cussion of employment conditions dur- 
ing the life of the agreement 

zoning /'zountn/ noun an order by a 
local council that land shall be used only 
for one type of building 


SUPPLEMENTS 


Legislative procedure in the UK 


Green Paper Stage a paper discussing the issues surrounding the 
proposed bill (optional) 


White Paper Stage a paper stating current policy on the issues 
surrounding the proposed bill (optional) 


Draft Bill Stage the wording of the Bill is drafted 


First Reading the Bill is presented formally in Parliament 
as a reading with no debate or decision 


Second Reading the Bill is read again to the House and a 
debate takes place 
Committee stage a standing committee (a committee of about 


18 house members, more for long or 
complicated bills) debates whether each 
clause and schedule of the Bill should be 
kept or dropped 


Report Stage the whole house looks at the amendments 
proposed by the standing committee and 
propose and debate any of their own 


Third Reading Stage the whole redrafted Bill is read once more in 
the House and briefly discussed 


Lords Approval Stage the House of Lords takes the Bill and goes 
through the same procedure from First to 
Third Reading, debating any amendments. 
The Lords and Commons agree on a final 
text 


Royal Assent Stage royal approval is given and the Bill becomes 
a statute (Act of Parliament) 


Legislative procedure in the UK continued 


Important Note: The Parliament Act 

The entire process must take place in one Session of Parliament, mean- 
ing that a Bill may not be passed purely because it has run out of time. 
This means that the House of Lords may ‘kill’ a Bill they don’t wish to 
pass (for example the Hunting Bill 2002) by taking an overly long time 
to discuss it. In this case the Parliament Act means that the Bill can be 
reintroduced and passed in the following Session without the approval 
of the Lords, with the following conditions: 


l. The Lords had enough time to debate it before the end of the 
session (at least one month). 


2. The wording of the Bill hasn’t changed since the last 
presentation. 
3. One year has passed since the Bill was given its Second 


Reading in the Commons. 


Private Members’ Bills go through the same procedure from First Read- 
ing. However, there is intense competition for the little Parliamentary 
time available for considering these. Unless the Bill is completely 
uncontroversial it is likely to be formally objected to at some stage and 
therefore dropped; otherwise it is more or less ‘nodded through’ with- 
out much debate. 


Legislative procedure in the European Union 


Proposal 


First Reading 


Common Position 


Recommendation 


Second Reading 


Amended proposal 


Conciliation committee 


Third Reading 


the European Commission drafts the text of 
a Bill 


the European Parliament submits the Bill to 
a committee reading and a report is prepared 
with suggested amendments 


the European Council either accepts the 
amended Bill or suggests its own 
amendments (NB this is the first point at 
which the Bill can be passed) 


a further committee assessment is 
undertaken of the Council’s proposed 
amendments at Parliament and a 
recommendation given 


Parliament debates the committee’s report 
and vote by absolute majority whether to 
accept the Council’s amendments and on 
further amendments of their own 


the Commission looks at Parliament’s 
second reading decisions and drafts an 
amended proposal for the Council, who vote 
whether to accept or modify it (this is the 
second point at which the Bill can be passed) 


a committee of members from both the 
Council and Parliament meet to agree on a 
joint text 


Parliament meets to finally discuss whether 
to adopt the Bill as law. If no mutual 
agreement can be reached the Bill will lapse. 


Legislative procedure in the US 


Introduction 


Referral to Committee 


Committee Action 1 


Committee Action 2 


Markup 


Final Committee Action 


House Floor 
Consideration 


Resolving Differences 


Final Step 


the draft Bill is submitted to the House 
without reading or debate (any time while 
the House is in session) 


the Bill is published and assigned an 
identification number, then sent to the 
appropriate committee (of 19) according to 
its subject 


relevant offices and departments give their 
input, reports are prepared on the validity of 
the Bill and committee meetings are held 


a public hearing may be held before a 
subcommittee with the questioning of 
witnesses and the attendance of interested 
parties 


the subcommittee prepares a report on the 
hearing with any relevant amendments to the 
Bill 


the full committee reads and amends the Bill 
and either reports it back favourably to the 
House, tables it or discharges it (thereby 
preventing it from progressing any further), 
or reports it back without recommendation 
(rare) 


the committee report is debated in the House 
and any further amendments voted on 


the Bill is sent to the Senate for house floor 
consideration and an identical version is 
agreed on by both bodies, possibly with the 
help of a mediating committee 


the Bill is approved (signed) by the President 
and becomes a Law 


UK court structure 


Court of Justice of the European Communities (ECJ) 


House of Lords 


Court of Appeal 


Criminal Division Civil Division 


Crown Court High Court 


Magistrates Court County Court 


US court structure 


Supreme Court 


Courts of Appeal Court of Appeal Court of Military 
(12 Circuits) (Federal Circuit) Appeals 
94 District Courts Tax Court Courts of Military 


Review 


International Trade Claims Court Court of Veterans’ 
Court Appeals 


Useful Internet Links 


UNITED KINGDOM 

The United Kingdom Parliament: www.parliament.uk 
Casetrack: www.casetrack.com 

UK Court Service: www.courtservice.gov.uk 


Her Majesty’s Stationery Office (published Acts of Parliament): 
www.hmso.gov.uk/acts.htm 


Citizens Advice Bureau Online: www.nacab.org.uk 
The Crown Prosecution Service: www.cps.gov.uk 
The British and Irish Legal Information Institute: www.bailii.org 


Legal Week (an online newspaper for people in the legal profession): 
www.legalweek.net 


Infolaw (a legal web portal): www.infolaw.co.uk 
The Law Society: www.lawsoc.org.uk 
The Law Commission: www.lawcom.gov.uk 


Just ask! (Community Legal Service online): 
www.justask.org.uk/index.jsp 


Law Campus (online resource for law students): 
www.lexisnexis.co.uk/lawcampus/student/student_index.htm 


Scotland Legislation: www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk 
Wales Legislation: www.wales-legislation.hmso.gov.uk 


Northern Ireland Legislation: www.northernireland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk 


EUROPEAN UNION 


Europa (Summaries of EU legislation by area): 
http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/scad_en.htm 


UNITED STATES 


Office of the Law Revision Council (complete guide to the US code): 
http://uscode.house.gov 


Enactment of a Law (legislative procedure in the United States): 
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/enactment/enactlaw.html 


